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HIS day, about two o’clock. His Majefly came to the 
Houfe, in the ufual Jlate, and being robed and feated on the 
throne, the Commons were fent for, and being at the bar. 
The Lord Chancellor fignified, in the uiual form, that 
it was His Majefly’s command, that the Commons return to 
their own Houfe, and cleft a Speaker. 

His Majefly then went to unrobe. 

Asfoon as His Majefly retired, and the noble Lords who 
attended hitn to his coach came back into the Houfe, their 
JLordfhips adjourned to unrobe, and the Houfe being r&- 
fumed, the Lord Chancellor went to the table, and was Iworn 
finglv; after which the Lords prefent took the oaths, and 
fuhfcribed their names to the reft roll. 

The Lord Chancellor being informed, that feveral Lords 
were in waiting in ord«r to bs introduced, notice was given 
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to th© proper Officers, and the ceremony of intrcdu&ion was 
performed ift the ufual manner. 

The Houfe adjourned. 

Friday , 26 th November* 

This day, His Majefty came to the Houfe, in his ufual 
ftate, and being fcated on the throne, Sir Francis Molyneux, 
Gentleman Uflier of the Black Hod, was lent to the Com¬ 
mons, to command their immediate attendance; and being 
returned with the Speaker, and a confiderable number cf 
Members, , 

The Speaker addrefled His Majefty to the fameeffefl as' 
the ufual form and purport of the fpecch made from tlje bar of 
the Houfe of Peers, by the Speaker, on his informing His, 
Majefty, that in obedience to His Majtifty’s commands, fig- 
nified the preceding day, his loyal and faithful Commons had 
proceeded to the choice of a Speaker, and that their choice 
had devolved on him, who was but too confcious of his im¬ 
perfections. 

The Lord Chancellor replied in the ufual terms, only add- 
• ing, in His Majeftv’s name, that the election of the Speaker 
by the prefent Houfe of Commons to that high office which 
he had held in the fame Houfe , ; n the late Parliament, had 
confirmed His Majefty in the good opinion he had before en¬ 
tertained of the Speaker's abilities and qualifications. 

This ccremonv over, His Majefty addrcff*d both Houfe# 
of Parliament tn a moft gracious fpcech. [Vide Commons 
Debates, Vol. XXV111.] 

His Majefty then retired, and the Houfe was adjourned 
during plea lure to unrobe, and being refumed. Icy oral Lord? 
took th^paths. 

The LoM Chancellor then reported His Majefly’s Speech ; 
and the fame having been recited, in an audible manner, by 
the reading clerk, 

£arl Earl PQuiet x ofe, and congratulated their Lordfhips on the 
Peuler. di/Epation of thole appearances of approaching war, which 
had lately been entertained ; and efpecially on the circum- 
ftance of the differences which had fuhfifted hetweeaJ3#sat 
Britain* and the Court of Spain, being adjufted in fuch a man¬ 
ner, as to obtain for this country a fuitable reparation for the 
injury done, and to remove the grounds of fimilar difputes in 
future. The happy iflue of the negociation would, his 
Lordfhip laid, open new fources of commerce to the known 
fpirit, induftry,. and enterprise of Britifh merchants. This 
fortunate change of profpedt in our affairs, his Lordfhip ' 
aferibed to the prudent and neceflary men fa res of His Ma- 
jefty’* Minifters, who had given a ftriking proof of their ex- 
1 ert ion, 
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ertion, by the vigorous preparations for arming, that bad 
taken place, and in confequence of which, fo powerful a 
beet as we had lately afloat, was enabled to put to, fca in a 
very Ihort period of time. He declared, that Minifters by 
fuch wife conduct were entitled to thehigheft applaufe from 
their country. He rejoiced in the zeal and public fpirit that 
had bedn univerfally manifefted by Jiritifh fnbjeCts, and was 
happy to hear that the difpofition and conduCt of His Ma- 
jelly’s allies had left no room to doubt of the moft effectual 
fupport, conceiving that every man who knew the true inte- 
refts of his country mull feel a peculiar lathfaction iu the 
confideration that the objeCts which His Mnjefly had in view, 
had been attained without any a&ual interruption of the blef- 
fing of peace. 

His Lordlhip farther congratulated the Houfe on the ap¬ 
pearance of a probability of a general peace in Europe, as 
* the refult of His Majefty’s mediation, in conjunction with 
his allies, for the purpole, of negotiating a definitive treaty 
between Auftria and the Porte, of endeavouring to put an 
end to the diffentioos in the Netherlands, and of employing 
the weight and influence of this coumry in contributing to 
the reftoration of general tranquillity. His Lordlhip thought 
the paternal regard exprrffedtry His Majefty for the interells 
•f his people, and his declaration that it was painful to his 
feelings to lee any increal'e of the public burthens, called for 
their Lordlhips moft grateful acknowledgement, and had 
no doubt but they would readily concur in alluring His Ma¬ 
jefty of their zeal and alacrity to cooperate with the other 
Houfe of Parliament, in making due provifion for the charge 
incurred by the la^e armament, and for fupporting the ie- 
veral branches of the public i’ervice, on fuch a footing as the 
general fit nation of affairs might require, and of their deter¬ 
mination, invaiiablv toperievere in that fyftem, which had 
fo cffeduully confirmed and maintained the public credit of 
the nation. 

With regard to India, his l.ordfhip faid, it could not but 
afford the Houfe great fatisfaCtion to learn, that the Britifti 
Government cftablilhed in that quarter of the globe had been 
conduced on luch wife and prudent principles, that the 
moft favourable profpeCt was afforded of bringing the conteft 
that bad arifen in India to a fpeedy and fuccefsful conciufion. 
His Lordlhip added fome farther declarations ofliis convic¬ 
tion, that the Houfe would readily agree with him in affur- 
ing His Majefty of their loyalty and attachment, and their 
zealous defire to fupport Iiis Majefty in his endeavours to 
, preferve and tranfmit to polter ity the bleffings of our free 
and excellent conliitution, and to concur with him in every 
meafure, which could maintain the advantage of our prefent 

B % fituation. 
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fituation, and promote and augment the happinefs of his peo¬ 
ple. He concluded with moving an addrefs, beginning with 
a condolence on the death of the Duke of Cumberland, and 
then proceeding in the terms of His Majrfty’s fpeech to 
aflure Hi» Majefty of the fteady fnpport of that Houle. 

The Lari of tlardivicke feconded the addrefs. He l>cgan 
with declaring, that after the many pertinent and pointed 
obfervations that their Lordlhit>s had juft heard on the fub- 
je<StsofHis Majefty’s moft gracious fpeech, from the noble 
Lord near* him, it would be unneceflary for him to detain 
their Lordlhips with more than a very few wotds on the fub- 
je£L He then infilled on the happy profpe# of a continu¬ 
ance of peace, and the great advantage that this country, 
tinder its prefent circumftance', muft neceflarily derive fron^ 
i'uch a fortunate turn of affairs, which he aferibed wholly to 
the wiicUun of His Majefty’s Councils, and the vigour of the 
meafures which Minifters had adopted to enable Great Britain 
to prepare againft the wnrft, and be ready for war, ftiould 
war unfortunately have proved to be unavoidable. The 
events of w^r, he reminded thpir LordiHips, were, in the na¬ 
ture of things, uncertain, and even could we have been af~ 
furetl of a fuccefsful war, we might, after years fpent in in¬ 
finite wafte of blood and treafure, have been glad to fit down 
and reft from fuch a conteft. The paffions of men, hisLord- 
fliip obferved, were but too apt to mix with their politics; 
and it was impoftible to forefee the extent to which hoftilities 
once commenced, would have been carried, or the degree of 
difficulty that Great Britain might have had to encounter 
from a conflidl, which might have been fvvelled to an excefs 
of danger by the multiplication of our foes, rendered fuch by 
circumfftnces and time. Thofe who regarded the conccffions 
from Spain as light and trivial, did not properly weigh all the 
relative gfeunds upon which the negotiation originated, nor 
judge correctly of the value of its amicable termination. It 
was not merely a trade to Nootka Sound, neither was it the 
fouthern whale filhery, valuable a^. both thole ohjefls un¬ 
doubtedly were, that were at ft .ike, but an object .of infi¬ 
nitely greater magnitude and importance. It was no lefs 
than the general commerce of Great Britain. No man, lie 
trufted, in that afleinbly was fo (hallow a politician, or fo 
ignorant of the interefts of his country, as not to know that 
upon the prefervation of the honour of the Britifli flag every 
thing dear to us as a commercial nation depended. What 
but that could protect theenterprifing and unarmed merchant 
in every quarter of the globe ? Who therefore but muft re- 
ioice at the termination of a difference, which afforded fo 
fubftantial a topic of national exultation ? He trufted, on 
ihcfe confiderations, that expen five as the late armament 

might 
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might have been, no man would think it an expence that had 
been unnecefTarily incurred. Without a powerful arma¬ 
ment, and without ihewingto all the world the fpirit, the 
finnnefs, and the ability of the Government of this counts v, 
at all hazards, to maintain the national honour, it was ob¬ 
vious that the great objefls in negotiation could not have 
been obtained; the expcnce, therefore, he could not but 
confider as a wife one; and he flattered himfelf that in voting 
the addrefs unanimoufly, and carrying it to the throne, their 
Lordfhips would not only communicate to His Majefty 
.their own fenfe, but alfo that of all the people of Great 
Britain. 

The motion having been read, 

Earl Stanhope thus add relied their Lordfhips: tnv Lords, 1 
do not rile to oppofe the addrefs moved and fcconded by the ^ taoI, epe. 
noble Lords, nor any part of it. Ido not rife, my Lords, to 
jdetraft from adminiftration any credit they may have ac¬ 
quired by the negotiation with Spain; neither do l rife to ap¬ 
plaud them, as 1 am not yet in pofleflion of fuflicient infor¬ 
mation to doeither*with propriety. No perfon can rejoice 
;nore heartily at the prefent profpe£l of peace, which is held 
out to us, than I do, nor more ardently wifli for a continu¬ 
ance of it, being thoroughly convinced that its confequences 
are of the utmoft importance to the profperity of the country; 
but 1 do aflert, my Lords, that if we have fecured that 
peace, it is to lie attributed, not to any wildcm or foreiight 
on our part, but, under divine providence, to the revolution 
in France; and I am lure that nothing could tend more to 
make it permanent, than a Heady and well formed alliance 
with that great aud free country.—Now, my Lords, if 
peace is the end that we mean by our prelent qpcllavcurs, 
we ought not to negled, but, on the contrary, feek for, and 
cherifti every means that may attain that end. But, my 
Lords, I rife to draw the ferious attention of your Lord¬ 
fhips to a very extraordinary fubje< 51 , a monftrous libel 
againft the King of England; for a libel agninft the King of 
England I certainly mull call a publication that has lately 
appeared amongft us. This performance, my Lords, for 
when I allude to a late publication, 1 do not mean a poem, 
which fome people may think, becaufe in my humble opinion 
poetry requires no anfwer—this book is no anonymous work; 

It comes from no ordinary cr obfeure perfon, but is the 
avowed produ&ion of a perfon of eminence, of a name well 
known ;—of no lefs a man than one who was formerly firft 
Minifter of State in a neighbouring kingdom;—of Menfieur 
Calonne, late Minifter of France—if your Lordfhips will 
give me leave, I (hall mention now what 1 confider as a 

libel 
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libel on the King of England, and on this country; and I 
ihall (latethe effects which this publication has already occa- 
fioned in France. MonfieurCalonne fays, my Lords, fpeak- 
ing of fomething like a civil war, which he pathetically re¬ 
commends, that the attempt he fpeaks of will meet with the 
fupport and encouragement of every crowned head in Europe, 
which certainly includes the King of England. 1 fay, there¬ 
fore, that it is a manifeft and fcandalous libel 011 this coun¬ 
try; and what no p^rfon here would ever dare to afenbe to 
His Majefty, who has always fliewn the pureft love for his 
people, ahd for the happinefs of his country. 

I would not have prefled this fo much upon your Lord- 
fhips, continued Earl Stanhope, merely becaufe 1 heard that 
this book had occafioned fedition in France, but, iincc 1 
came to town, 1 have had letters from that country coufiitil¬ 
ing that intelligence. We all know, my Lords, that there 
are Scotch and Irifh in France; are we then to allow theni. 
to become the factifices to this atrocious work? If there are 
any in this Houle, if there are any in Admiipflration, who 
countenance fucli proceedings, it is y full time that they 
fhould be known and pointed out to us and to the public, 
that we may know why and for whom we are to fpill the 
. blood of our countrymen, and* expend their treasures. My 
Loids, no man in this country dare afetibe motives to the 
King of England, far lei's intentions, of fuch pernicious ten¬ 
dency. Are we then tofufTer this by a ftranger? 1 lee one 
noble Lord m this Houfe who has declared that he never will 
forfakehis King; 1 truft, therefore, he will protect his King 
from malicious danders and villainy. I confider every pol- 
iib'e means that can tend to attach and connect this country 
with Frapce, as productive of the moft falutary confeijuences; 
and that if the wifhed-for alliance were completely eftablifhcd 
and confirmed, where is there a power to be found that could 
rival us ? I likewise maintain, my Lords, that every ftep 
that may alienate or feparate the interefis of the two coun¬ 
tries, or inflame the minds of the inhabitants in either coun¬ 
try againft thole in the other, to be of the moft ferioufly tle- 
Jlrudkive nature. I {hall at prefent content myfelf with hav¬ 
ing mentioned this ciicumftance, which 1 truft w ill foou meet 
with your Lordfhips moft deliberate confideration. 

As loon as Earl Stanhope fat down, the Lord Chancellor 
put the queftion upon the motion for the addrefs, when it 
was declared, that the contents had it nemine difflntiente. 

A Committee was immediately appointed to draw up th<^ 
addrefs, who foon returned with it, when it was read a firft 
and fecond time, and ordered to he prefented by the whole 
Houfe. 


The 
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The Lord Chancellor left the woolfack, and reminded their t, or d 
Lordihips, that only thirteen Peers were on the return lift Chancd 
as reprefentatives of the Peerage in Scotland; but that there lot. 
had been more candidates, whofe claims and qualifications 
were queftioned, and which muft confequently be fuhjedt to 
future inveftigation; that it would of courfe be necellary to 
have fome proceeding on the fubjetft, otherwife thole elec¬ 
tors who had voted for the candidates, the return of whom 
was not made, and who had an undoubted right to give their 
votes for reprefentatives of the Scottifli Peerage, would have 
rcafon to complain, that their piivileges had not been treated 
stfith proper attention by the Houfe. His Lordlhip laid, the 
"lubji ift had excited the notice of the Houfe fo early as the 
year 1700, when, upon confideration, their Lordihips had 
inarifefted their opinion, that the matter ought not to be 
lift at large, and wholly indefinite in point of time. Upon 
flhat ground it was, that he then thought it his duty to ftate 
the matter to the Houfe, not intending to follow what he 
laid, with any motion at prefent, hut merely meaning to 
give notice, that on \yednefday next, with their Lordfhip* 
permiffion, he fhouid move that the receipt of petitions of 
thofe Peers of Scotland claiming a feat, as duly chofen of the 
fxteen representatives of the Scotch Peerage, be limited to 
three weeks from that day. In the year 1780, his Lordlhip 
Lid, the Houfe had given nineteen days from the day of the 
motion, and as a week or eight or nine days of the feffion had 
palled before the motion was made, their Lordihips would 
find that adding the days of the prefent feffion that would 
have palled by VVednefday, to three week': from that day, 
the period in the prefent inftance would be much about the 
fame with the time alIo*wed in 1780, and it would, herfrufted, 

.he confidered as a reasonable allowance of time by all par¬ 
ties. 

The Koule adjourned. 

H\dnefday 9 \jl December. 

This day, their Lordihips waited on His Majefty, with 
the following /^ddrefs : 

The humble Addrefs of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 
in Parliament alfembled. 

Moft gracious Sovereign, 

//£, your Majefiys mofl dutiful and loyal fubjc£ls % the Lords 
Spiritual and Temporal, in Pat liament ajpntiled, return your 
Majcfiy our humble thank; for your mojlgracious fpeech from th\^ 
throne . k 

Permit us> Sir, to condole with your Majrjly on the lafs your 
Majefty and your Royal family have fujlainedt by the death of his 

latf 
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Mte Royal Highnefs the Duke of Cumberland, whofe many ami¬ 
able qualities, as they bad endeared him to the Nation, cannot but 
excite universal regret for bis untimely lojs. 

It is with the fncerefl joy that we receive from ; our Majefy 
the information of the differences which hadfubfijled between your 
Majefy and the Court of Spain, have been happily brought to 
an amicable termination ; and at the fame time that wf offer to 
your Majefy our hearty congratulations on fo happy and important 
an event, we beg leave to return your Majefy our thanks, for 
having been gracioufy pie fed to order copies of the Declarations 
exchanged between your Maje/ly's Ambafiador and the Mi nifier of 
the Catholic King, and of the Convention which has fnce been 
concluded, to be laid before us% > 

We acknowledge, with the highejt gratitude, your Majefy s 
paternal care for the national honour, andfor the intcrefs ofyour 
people, manifefed by your Majefy, in having, in the whole of this 
tranjaftion, made it your obje& to obtain a fui table reparation fy . 
the off of violence committed at Nootka, and to remove the grounds 
offimilar difputcs in future, as well as to fecure to your Majefy s 
fubjefts the exercife of their navigation, commerce, andfijheries, 
in tbofe parts of the world which were the fubjell of difeuffon • 

I'Ve are truly fcnfble of the approbation your Majefy is gra¬ 
cioufy pleajed to exprefs of the 9 eal and publicfpirit manifefed by 
all ranks of your Majefy s jubjefis ; and we learn with fncere 
pleafure that the dijpoftion and conduit of your Majefy's allies 
had left your Majefy no room to doubt of the mof vigorous and 
effectual fupport: but we mof heartily unite with your Majefy in 
declaring, that nothing could afford us fo much fatisfailion as the 
attainment of the objeiis which your Majefy had in view, 
without any ailual interruption of the bleffngs of peace . 

We bgg leave to qffiirc your Majefy of the fncere pleafure we 
feel in learning that a foundation has been laidfor a pacification 
between Aufria and the Porte, and that your Majefy is now 
employing your mediation, in conjunction with your allies, for the 
purpofe of negotiating a definitive treaty between thofe Powers, 
and of endeavouring to put an end to the diffentions in the Nether¬ 
lands, in whojeftuation your Majefy, in your great goodnefs, has 
been pleafed to declare you are necejfarily concerned, from confide¬ 
rations of national interef, as well as from the engagement s »f 
treaties ; and we beg leave to affitre your Majefy of our hearty 
concurrence in the benevolent principles on which yoUr Majefy has 
hitherto a&cd, and in fuch meafures as your Majefty, in your wif- 
dom, Jhall.think proper topurjue for employing the weight and in- 
fiuence of this country in contributing to the ref oration of general 
tranquillity . 

Convinced as we are that the extent of th* late preparations was 
dilated by a due regard to the exifing circumfances, we refiett 
with"'the highef pleafure on fo friking a proof of the advantages 
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derived from the liberal fupplies granted Jince the lajl peace* jar 
the naval fervice ; and we beg leave to afftire your MajcJty of our 
utmojl readinefs to concur in making due provijion for defraying 
the charges incut red by this armament , and for/upperting the fe¬ 
ver al blanches ofthi public fervice , on fuch a footing as the gqrieral 
Jituation of affairs may appear to require, as well for the inva¬ 
riable adherence to that JyJttm which has fo ejj'ctlualiy confirmed 
and maintained the p ublic credit of the Nation . 

7 he interruption which has taken place in the tranquillity of 
our Indian pojfeffons, in conjequence of the unj rovoked attack on 
fin ally of the Lritijh nation, has aff orded us much concern; we 
refltH, however, withJincere fall fiction, on the » ejfic ftablefiat e 
of the Britijhjh ce under the dintt on of the Government there , 
and on the confidence in the L> it Jh name, which the fi/lem pte- 
feribedby Parliament has ejiublijhed among the native Powers in 
India, as affording the moft far out able prejpedt of bringing tie 
eontc/l to a fpeedy and fucccf/ul conclufion. 

We beg leave to a (Jure yout Alafijh, that we Jlsall brjhrju the 
mofl particular attention to th> f ate if the province of Quebec ; 
and to the conf deration ofj nth regulations for its govet nment as the 
pre/ent circumfiances and condition of the province may appear to 
t equirc. 

Confciou i as we are of the incftimable bleffings we entry under 
your Alafcfiys mild and aufpicious Government* we beg ten-re with 
rt atij'ul hearts to affine your Alajrfiy if cur mofl sscalo us ami af¬ 
fectionate attachment, and of our firm reliance on ycur Alajfifs 
mojl gracious ajjwant.es of yo'<r dejire to cultivate an entire har¬ 
mony and confidence between yourjelf and your Parliament, in which 
wejhall ever mojl cordially unite, for the pur po ft ofpreferving and 
tranjmitting to fqfhtity the inialuallc buffings of cur free and 
excellent confiitution, and of concurring with ycur Mujejly in 
every nicafure whieh can maintain the advantages of \ur prefent 
Jituation, can promote and augment the prof peri ty jtncl happinefs 
of your Majefi's fubjefls, cr can evince the in ft and gt atcfulfenfe 
we entertain of your Afajrflys paternal regard and watchful care 
for the rights, interefts, and welfare of your faithful people . 

To which addref', His Majeily was plea fed to return the 
following moil gracious anfwer: 

«✓ My Lords, 

1 return you my thanks for this dutiful and loyal addrefs* Your 
condtlance on the loft I have fufiained, by the death of my late bro¬ 
ther the Duke of Cumberland. is an additional proof of your at¬ 
tachment to my per Jon and family. 

7 our congratulations on the amicable termination of the diffe¬ 
rences which hud fulfilled between me and the Court of Spain* are 
extremely acceptable to me; and your concurrence with my wifhes 
to cultivate the utmojl harmony between me and my Parliament, is 
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an additional Jau faff ion to me, as affording the bejl grounded 
hopes <,f preferring inviolate our excellent conjlitution , and of 
routf: conn ibuting efjcntially to the general projperity of myfub- 
jeffs. 

Thurfday , 2 d December. 

NJibing material, 

Friday , yl December. 

* The Lord Chancellor tepoitcd Hus M a jelly’s an Twer to the 

Addn's of flwt Hon ft, ami the lame havin'? been read by his 
Lerdfltip, the Add refs and AuKver were ordered to be 
jirmnd. 

A petition was prefenl d by the F.arl of Abercorn, com-* 
plaining of an undue lctniu of Scots Pcei.. The petition bc- 
in' rend, was ordered to lie on the table, 

■Th- Houfe adjourned. 

Monday, j yh December. 

Before the order of the day was read, 

The Karl of Klnnoul. My Lords, before we proceed to 
p.si1 of thedifeuffion of the very important luhjedl of the late dtf- 
£.mpoul. pute and negotiation with the Court of Spain, I conceive it 
to be not met el y ncccflary, hut dTentul to our pro eiunier- 
Banding of the conduct of Milliters, that theie fhmild he 
laid on the table other information than that which 1 find 
there. We are to he called on to examine the negotiation 
wirh no other documents to guide our inquiry than HisMa- 
jefty’s meflage, the declaration and counter declaration, and 
the convention. Pending the negotiation, fome colourable 
argument might be adduced for refuting to expofe what Mi- 
liitiers might deem confidential papeis; now that the nego¬ 
tiation's finally terminated, and the convention is ratified, 

I conceive*that Minitiers can have no reafon for withhold¬ 
ing from the eye of your Lord (hips fuch information as may 
enable you to do your duty to your country. The propo¬ 
rtion is fo felf evident that I cannot anticipate a found objec¬ 
tion, and 1 therefore move your Lordfhips, 

“ That an humble addrefs be prefented to His Majefty, 
“ praying that be may be gracioufly pleafed to give direc- 
tf tions, that all memorials prefented to and received from** 
“ the Court of Spain, from the 10th of February laft, in- 
“ clufive, to the 28th of Odober, relative to the late dif- 
** pute between the Courts of Great Britain and Spain, on 
the fubjed of the (hipscaptured in Nootka Sound, and the 
“ negotiation that followed thereupon, be laid before this 
Houfe.” 

The Duke of Montrofe could not agree with the noble 
Earl in the neceifity that there is for the produdion of fuch 
' papers. 
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papers. If I were aware, faid his Lordfiiip, that in thedif* 
cuflion of the fubjedt which is the order of the day, the in¬ 
formation already before your Lordftiips was not ample and 
fufficient, I fhould be ready to fecond the nolde Earl's mo¬ 
tion ; but, my Lords, I conceive that we have before us all 
that His Majefty’s Minifters can properly prefent to the 
Houfe, and all that can he neceflary for the purpdfe of this 
day’s*difcuffion. I therefore mull give my negative to the no¬ 
ble Earl’s motion. 

The Earl of Kinnc ul perfifling in tire propriety of the mo¬ 
tion, ® 

The queftion was put, and it pafled in the negative. 

The order of the day was then read for taking into con¬ 
federation the declaration and counter-declaration, and conven¬ 
tion. 

*1 he Duke of Monti %fc again roff*. I now rife, my Lords, Duke of 
to fulfil a very honourable and pleafant duty, to call your Montrofe* 
J.ordlhips’ attention to the difcuffion of thele important pa¬ 
pers, and to move, as l am fenfibK* you will agree with me 
that in gratitude and juft ice we ought, an add refs of thanks 
to His Majefty thereon. My Lord-, the paternal goodnefs 
of His Majefty, dilplay'd in his expteffinns of anxiety for 
the continuance of the Meftugs of peace, call upon us for 
the warmeft teftimonics of grateful aRe&ion; and particu¬ 
larly as we find by theft* important pd^ers, that His Majefty 
evidently felt an equal anxiety for the honour of his Crown, 
and the eflential interefts of his people. The wifdom and 
dignify with which the negotiation has been conduced, has 
not only pieferved to us thofe bleflings of peace, at all times 
fo deiirahie, but has preferred to the nation, advantages 
highly important to its navigation and commerce. • 

The difpute between the Courts of Great Frifain and 
Spain, as ftated in His Majefty’s meftage of May laft, is na- 
tuially to be viewed in two lights, in the infult on the flag 
of Hi itain, and in the injury done to its trade. His Majefty, 
with that high regard to the honour of the nation, which 
ought ever to characterize the fovereign of a free people, de¬ 
clared in his meftage, that the infult muft be repaired, pre¬ 
vious to any difcuffion of the injury; and we fee, that ac¬ 
cordingly, the declaration of the Catholic King did diredlly 
atone tor that aggreffion. Thus, in the firft great point of 
the difpute, the promife made to the Britifh Parliament has 
been honourably fulfilled. 

The next confideration is the injury; and it is now the 
duty of your Lordlhips to fee whether the convention does 
not amply repair the damage; and whether it does not alfo 
procure for England advantages of a high and important kind. 

Look, my Lords, to the firft and fecond articles of the con- 

C % ventioo. 
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vention, and you will fee that refutation is to be made, and 
reparation to the parties injured. But this is not all. What 
never was done before, what has always been fubjeCl of liti¬ 
gation, is now finally adjufleJ, and Spain concedes the na¬ 
vigation of tliofi? feas. W e arc not only reftored to Nootka, 
but, by an ex profs ilipulation, we may participate in a more 
northern lettlemcnt, if we iliall find at any time that ? .more 
northern iituatioii would be preferable for the carrying on 
of the tiade. In like manner, what has more than any thing 
been a fubjtCl of jealoufy to Spain, and what niuft be the. 
fource of wealth to Britain, the great queftion of the fouthern 
fifhery is finally eflabliihed, on fuch grounds as mull pre¬ 
vent all future difpute. The line of limitation is marked, 
advantageous permilfion is given us toeieCl temporary build¬ 
ings; but by a flipu'ation of the utmoll importance, all vio¬ 
lence, in cales of infraction, are prohibited, no officer muft , 
venture to feize a veflel which he may deem to have in- 
fring'd the treaty, but hemift content himfelf with writing 
home lo his Court. By this prudent provifion the feeds of 
future war are prevented, and time is gfven for cool, delibe¬ 
rate, and ftiendly negotiation to reconcile any differences 
that may anfe. Thefe, my Lords, are advantages of a very 
important kind derived from this convention, and which am¬ 
ply repay the amount of the fum which the armament has 
coll. And yet, out 0! doors, 1 have heard of murmurs that 
the expence was not only enormoufly great but unncceflarily 
incurred. If there are any confiderable men in this Houfe 
who are of that opinion, 1 hope they will cotne forward and 
Hate explicitly their reafons for fo thinking. Noble Lords 
who may be candidates for office ought to ilate hnndfomely 
and cleaily, their objections to any a£t of Minifters, when 
they think they have reafon to make an obje&ion. J frankly 
flate my confidence in llis Majefly’s Miuifters, and I think 
them highly deferving not only the fupport of your Lord- 
Jhips, hut your thanks for the dignified, and at the fame 
time, prudent maimer, in which they have conduced this 
negotiation. Soliciting only yoyr Lord/hips* indulgence, 
that if, in the comic of the day, any objection fhould be made-, 
to the motion which I fhall now have the honour to make, 
that 1 lliould think myfelf able to anfwer, you will give me 
. leave to intrude again on yout patience, I conclude, my Lords, 
with moving, 

“ That an humble addrefs be prefented to His Majefty, 
** humbly to exprefs to His Majefly, that having taken into 
“ confideration the declarations exchanged between His Ma- 
“ jelly’s Ambaffador and the Minifter of the Catholic King, 
c< and the convention firtce concluded for terminating the 
“ differences which had arifen with the Court of Spain; 

« That 
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« That this Houfe feel themfelves bound to return His 
« Majefty their moll dutiful acknowledgments, for the pa- 
« ternal regard to the rights and interefts of his people, mani- 
“ felled on the occafion of obtaining a l'uitabie preparation 
<* for the a& of violence committed at -Nootka, and re- 
“ moving the grounds of funilar dilputes in future 

“ And to exprefs to His Majefty that they looked with 
te confidence to the 7.eal and alacrity to His Majefty’s fer- 
“ vice, the powerful preparations that weie made, and the 
“ unanimity, fpirit and ardour of the nation at? large, for 
•“ fpeedily cffedling the fame valuable objects which His 
“ Majefty lias fo happily accomplifhed, without an a&ual 
“ interruption of the Meltings of peace ” 

The Earl of Glasgow feconded the motion. 

The Earl of Coventry. My Lords, I join in the praifes fo Earl of 
properly beftowed cn Mini hers for the condu& of the nego- Coventry, 
tiation with the court of Spain, for the atonement fo ho¬ 
nourably obtained tor the infulr, and the advantages gained 
to our trade. 1 thii'Sk no noble Lord can objedl to the cheer¬ 
ful payment of the lour millions that atchievements fo 
brilliant may have coft. My Lords, feme pci Tons objeft 
to the convention, that the dimits between us and Spain are 
not fufficiently defined, fo as to prevent future ruptures. I 
am of opinion, that we have defined a point which will, 
more than all the parchments of the world, tend to preferve 
England fora future infulr. We have equipped feventy 
lhips of the line in five months. Treaties may be broken, 
conventions may be infiinged; but we have lliewn, through 
the zeal and adlivity of government, that we are too power¬ 
ful to be attacked again by Spain. This, my Lojds? is my 
motive for joining in the motion, and which induces me, as 
1 cannot fecond, to third it; my Lords, 1 third it. 

Lord Rawdon , I rile, my Lords, with un?afinefs, com- j, 0 rd 
pelled to give a reludlant negative to the motion of the no- Rando*. 
ble Duke. I fay with uneafinefs, hecaufe no Lord would 
have rifen with more fervent alacrity than myfelf to have 
joined in expreilions of gratitude and thanks to His Ma- 
jelty for the fentiments of benevolent regard to the bappi- 
nefs of his people, which His Majefty’s moll gracious fpcech 
breathed; and it gives me confitlerahlu pain, that Minifters 
have choien to interweave matter in the addrefs, which indi- 
redtly combines with gratitude to His Majefty, approbation 
of a meafure upon which their Lordftiips cannot form a de¬ 
liberate judgement. They have thought fit thus to couple 
the great queftion of the convention with the motion for 
the addrefs, that they may feize on the loyalty of the Houfe, 
and bend it to their temporary ufe. I will not make ufe of 
a harih expreifion on the expedient: but I prefume, they 
3 think 
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think it a matter of convenience, thus to crouch under the 
general motion of thanks, and thus to draw from certain 
equivocal expreffions, an opinion that may afterwards be fet 
up to preclude the Houie from all future difcuffion. If I 
knew any way of retaining f:> much of the noble Duke’s 
motion for an addrefs, as fitnply exprefted the thanks, of the 
Houfe for His Majesty’s goodnefs, 1 would be proud,Jjj. pre- 
ferve the unanimity which was manifefted on the return to his 
fpeech ; but they have fo adroitly incorporated the approba¬ 
tion of the meafure, that 1 am reduced to the neceflity of 
moving the previous queftion, that I may be able to move 
an addrefs of thanks to His Majefty unconnected with other 
matter. 

It is, my Lords, fo neceflary to our honour, and give me' 
leave to fay, to the true honour of Minifters alfo, that we 
ihould not make a premature judgement on the important 
point before us, that I confefs I am aftoniftied they fhould 
thus call for blind admiration from this noble Houie. We 
know nothing of the truq hiftory of ,the negotiation, on 
the conduct and iflue of which they call for our thanks. 
They withhold from us the means of judgement, and yet 
claim our praile. This undignified courfe on their parts, 
my Lords, ought to make us more than ufually ftri<£l of the 
dilcbarge of our duty. Confidence, that generous quality 
which led us, in our deliberative capacity in the laft feffion 
of the lafb Parliament, to trull them implicitly with the 
conduul of the negotiation, would change its character, and 
become fomething even worfe than weaknefs, if now that 
the negotiation is ended, we were to continue to give it. In 
my pro^eflional capacity 1 would with promptitude go forth 
a: the codmiand of my Sovereign, and difeharge the duty 
confided in me by my commander, without inquiry and 
without diftruft; but the war being over, I would, in my 
place in this Houfe, think myfelf bound to call on Minifters 
to prove the juftice of the war in which they had involved- 
their country. Laft year Minifters thought proper to refufe 
us all information. Even the refeript was improper to be 
given, although the Court of Spain could not poftihly ac¬ 
quire* by fucli difclofure, any information which they did 
not previoufly poflefs. But is it now to be denied? And 
are we to facrifice our fun&ions, to overlook our duty, and 
to pafs a vote of approbation, without knowing whether 
Miniilers may not he aftually criminal in what they have 
done ? Suppofe, my Lords, that the Commons Houfe of 
Parliament ihould, in procefs of time, find ground for the 
impeachment of Minifters in this very negotiation. Should 
we not go into Weftminfter Hall under aukward circumftan- 
as t with the prejudgement of this addrefs on our journals } 

Give 
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Give me leave, my Lords, to fay, continued his Lordfliip, 
that condudt, fo myfterious and dark, naturally engenders 
fufpicion, that there is fomething in this bufinefs which 
they are loath, becaufc they are fearful, to difeiufe. The noble 
Duke fays, that the points to he confidered are, i. Whether 
the infult given to the national honour be atoned for amply? 
and 2 . Whether the advantages gained are equal to the 
injury and the cxpence ? 1 dillint totally from this ftate- 

'inentr-Thc firft: and obvious qutftion is, was there an infult 
given to the national honour? He paiTes over this dTcntial 
firft: inquiry, for the heft of all teutons, becaufe he fees 
Minifteis have denied the Houfe the means of afeertaining 
the fa£l. But it muft he known, and from the true circurn- 
flanccs of that aggreflion we mult draw the firft conclufion, 
either that Minilters had halliiy committed the’.r country, 
or that they had with dignity n tented an affront. 

No noble Lord can he more decided than myfelfinthe 
.opinion that national honour is a fuhftantial ground for w r ar. 
The honour of a nation is as facred and as delicate as the 
honour of a gentleman; for, wounded with impunity, the 
confequences are thV fame. The nation that fubmits to he 
infultcd, comes firft to he defpifed, and next to he opprefted. 
National honour, therefore, is of all caufesof war, the moft 
lound and rational, liut give me leave to fay, that infult is 
of a quality which requiics not lime and calculation to 
comprehend. It is felt the moment that it is committed. It 
is not like a damage to he weighed and balanced, pure fpirit 
and proper feeling adl the moment they are aftailed. How 
did His Majefty’s Ministers treat this pretended infult? 
We know from the publiflied memorials of M. de Florida 
lllanca, and M. de Vauguyon (which I quote, becaufe no 
Minifter, however ‘they may withhold papers from the 
Houfe, will invalidate their teftimony), that information 
was officially- given of this infult on the ioth of February. 
What did they do on the occafion? They never came for¬ 
ward to avenge the infult and maintain the honour of 
England till the $th of May. What can the Houfe collefl 
from this, but that either the infult is a mere pretext taken 
up to anfwer another purpofe which they did not think it 
- fafe to avow, or they dallied with the honour of their 
country. 

If I were to indulge a conje&ure, I fhould fay, that the 
firft of thefe was the true enufe of all this violent buftle. 
Looking back to certain rumours, and particularly to all the 
warm encomiums pi> the gallantry and heroifm of the King 
• of Sweden, which the minifterial papers were fo fully 
charged, I fhould infer that the fpring was pregnant with a 
(defign to aflift the northern warrjor j but that, fenfible the 

nation 
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nation would not much relifh fuch a defign, and that the 
noble Garl who commandeJ the fleet, would not have been 
perfe&ly pleafed to have gone to the Baltic, they thought a 
little bullying of the Spaniards a ftaforuble thing, both for . 
concealment anti popularity. That they afterwards changed 
their fyftem, and abandoned the Swedish monarch to his 
fate, onl y proves that they conduced their fyflem as weakly, ' 
as they undertook it unwifrly. But I again aver, that it is 
1 indifp'-n fable to our faithful difeharge ot the duty that v,e 
owe to our country, to demand the means of afeertaining 
the true nature and extent of the infult, by which we may 
go propeVly into the examination of the fecond part of a ra¬ 
tional*courfe of inquiry into the manner in which they con¬ 
duced themfelves in this infult, granting that it was com¬ 
mitted. 1 certainly will not think the expence incurred too 
great, if.it (hall he faiily eitabliflied that any expence was 
ueceflary. 

I hold it as an uncontrovertib’c axiom, that nothing bn; 
pofltive neceffity could jufl'fy Minifters in putting us to the 
hazard of a war. J fhall l.ot be controverted when 1 aflert, 
lhortly, that our expence for the three years, ending in 
January 87, 88, and 89, exceeded our increate 700,000b a 
year, infteud of our having, as the Mini tier promifpd us, a 
million of furplus. A growing debt demanded, therefore, 
we ftiould, by every pofhnle means, prefervc thc.bleffings of 
peace, that we might improve the advantages which the fa- 
tuitous concurrence cf ci«r-t;n fiances had put within our 
grafp. Shall we then iit down contented, and not inquire 
on what foundation it was that Minifters broke in upon 
this condition, fo client LI to our profperity, and involving 
us in the hazard of a *'m;, fir a canto which, on the afpeft 
of its does not juitiiy their procedure.* 

The 1 noble J.ord proceeded in a train of argument, to 
analyte the conduct of Minifters in tlie feveral ftages of the 
negotiation, of wliich a curfory view can only be given. 
If, his Lordfliip laid, the inlult was given, they compro- 
mifed the honour of the nation by delay, but there was a 
moft blaineable fpirit of inflammation viflble in their whole 
deportment. Inftead of cultivating that liberal fyftem 
which the enlightened philanthropy and philofophy of the 
age made it fo prafticabte for them tocherifh and promote, 
(and from which we, of all nations, would profit the moft), 
he obferved that by all their vehicles of publication, and by 
the whole tenor of their conduft, they roufed and excited in 
the nation an unwife and ignoble rancour againft Spain, 
which that generous and high-minded nation never deferved, 
and which it is fcandalous to cherift), even if there were 
provocation. His Lordfliip took notice of the obfervation 

of 
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of Lord Coventry, that our beft confidence was in our 
ftrength, and faid, that if we were not to truft in juftice 
and honour, we might enfily lofe that boafted fuperiority by 
combinations among other powers. He paid high compli- 

had dif- 

• uhu lib uuuivubu an hi^miii avui^fiiiii^ilt tO tile 

£uke»<ef Clarence, for the happy efFeA which high dif- 
cipiine, prompt obedience, and ardent gallantry, mauifefted 
by a per Ion age of his rank, had had ont he fer>ice. He exa¬ 
mined the convention on its own merits, and found it preg¬ 
nant with difpute, barren of advantage, and he concluded 
with moving the previous queftion. 

Lord Sydney next role. I confefs my aftoni foment, my Lord 
Lords, faid hi<* Lotdihip, at the hearing the obfervations Sydney, 
that have fallen from the noble Lord who fpoke Iaft. I 
'may -be fuppofed to be partial to Minifters from having left 
the Cabinet fo lately ; and l fairly acknowledge my par- 
tiality ; but did 1 ever expeCt to hear them charged with 
being anxious to involye their country in war, or to inflame 
the minds of their fellow citizens with illiberality and ran¬ 
cour again!! other nations? Above all the reft, did I ever 
expeft to hear in this noble Hpufe, that thefe charges againft 
them were to be drawn from rumour, from the miuifterial 
prints, (I thank God 1 read none of them) and from conver- 
fation out of doors? His Majefty*s Minifters muft be 
ftrangely changed in their difpolitions, continued his Lord- 
foip, iince i had the honour to fit among them, if they are 
now difpofed to involve their country in a war, or to incum¬ 
ber it with unneceflary expences. I beg leave to bear my 
humble teftimonv to the merit of their labours in this nego¬ 
tiation. They have, in my mind, accomplifoed all fhat they 
pledged th^mfelves to obtain. And 1 was indeed not a little 
luprifed, that a noble Earl, from whom I have received 
much parliamentary information, foould have moved for 
the production of all the papers of the negotiation, which . 
his Loidfoip muft well know, could not bedifclofed without 
danger to the ftate, and for the produdion of which 1 will 
• venture to fay, he cannot produce a 1 ingle precedent. £ 
was not furprifed that the noble Eari’s friends did pot think 
proper to lupport the queftion. 

The Earl of Kinmul role to explain. The noble Lord, if Earl of 
he had taken the trouble to attend to the words of my mo- Kinnoul. 
tion, faid his Lordfhip, would have found that 1 did not de¬ 
fire all the papers, hut only the memorials; papers w-hich in 
their very nature cannot be dangerous to dit'clofe; and that’ 
there is a precedent, let the noble Lord look to the cafe of 
Falkland’s ifland, where he will find that more papers than I 
sliced for were cheerfully gr. nted. 

Vot,. XXX. P Loti 
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Lord Lord Porckejier faid, the motion of his noble friend was 
Porchefter not only di(Stated by difcretion, but by an attentive regard to 
that nicety which Minifters afl'eCL The noble Earl a iked 
for lefs, perhaps, than he ought, certainly for nothing more > 
than ought to be given, if we are at all to enter into the difV 
cuflion of the fubjeCL 1 cannot conceal from your Lord/ 
fliips, faid Lord Poreheftr, my fentiments, that l *o»}**v 4 h*d 
rather to meet this matter in the fitape ot impeachment than 
in the ihape of addrefs for thanks. A conduct to ahfurd and 
pernicious, fo deftiture of all policy, fo fruitful of danger 
and fo barren of advantage, I will he bold to (ay the hifl«>ry 
of nations cannot exhibit. Bullying fo unprovoked, evapo¬ 
rating at length in a convention fo unmeaning ; confidence 
given fo 1 berally, and fo ill rewarded; 1 defy any Lord to 
parallel in his reading, much lefs in his exjieiionce. It is. 
in fad, a bubble, fuccefsfully blown up, at a critical con¬ 
juncture, to enable Minifters, under the fiClitiom name of 
an armament, to influence a genera! election in fucli a way 
as to bind the tnajoiity in the fervice of Minifters. The 
noble Lord having made a pit face to this effect, confeflrd, 
that when he read tlie articles of the convention, he did not 
underftand them. Did not t/ie event, he afktd, confirm die 
very general obfervation without doors, that we have a 
Miniftry who have neither the course to make war, nor 
the fkill to make peace? lie exntoiled himfelf at a lofs to 
know the meaning of the firft article of the convention, 

** what buildings or trafls of land F.ngliih fubjeCts may 
** have been difpoiJefted of about the month of April 1789.” 
Had Mr. Pitt laid, “ a refiitutinn of all feiz.ures made on 
“ the 13th of May,” he certainly \v<*idd have put it out of 
all dou&t that our fettlements at Nootka were to be reftoied to 
us; but then it would have abandoned all prior claims; 
whereas by laying about the month of April, lie not only 
includes April, hut March. As to the events of May, his 
Lordftwp faid, in which month Mi. Pitt knew moft cor¬ 
rectly. from Mr. Meares’s ineinmi.,!. e had he-n dif- 

poflefled of Nootka, thole are taken ex.-rift caie of in the 
lecond article, inaftnuch as the 13th of May is unequivocally* 
lubfequent to the month of April, 1 780- The fecond arti¬ 
cle, he laid, ftaled that reparation ih.iil be made for all afts 
of violence or hoftility whicli may have been committed 
iuhfequent to the month of April 1789 by the fubjeCh of 
either of the contracting parties apainft the fubjedls of the 
other; -and if anv of the faid refpeiVtive tub] efts Ihaii, ft nee 
the fame period, have been forcibly difpoflefled of their 
lands, buildings, &c. they fixall he eftubliftted in the poflef- 
Tion thereof, or a joint compenfation flraJJ be made to tiiem 
for the lodes they liiail have full.lined. After commenting 
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upon the fcveral articles contained in the convention, where¬ 
in he remarked, that all concelfions on our part were clearly 
and explicitly ftated, but that the concelfions on the part of 
the Spaniards were obfcurely Hated, he concluded by ex- 
preffing his perfect approbation of the previous queftion. 

The Marquis of LanJ'down then addrefted the Houfe in Marquis 
<a fpeech, of which the following are the principal particu- of Lanf- 
iars: • down, 

Hiv 'Lordfhip faid, that he did not trouble the Houfe, 
lfrhen the quellion rcfpe&ing Nootka Sound came before it in 
the laft feflion; conlidering the executive power as intitled, 
in the firft inftance, to conduA the negotiations with Spain. 

The con Hit ut ion gave them that power; good fenfe gave it 
them. But ir belonged to the l^giflative body to pafs a judge¬ 
ment on what was done. A judgement was even called for ; 
but none could weigh with the public which was not founded 

J |n information. Papers had been refjfed, and ministry 
eemed equally di {'poled to refufe all verbal information. 

To expert a vote of approbation under fuch circumftances, 
was clearly a violation of eonftitufienal principles, which 
could never be admitted. It reduced the Houfe, therefore, 
to the neceffity of taking up the quellion upqji the footing of 
notoriety and general information. 

A noble Vifcount (Sydney, had juft given affu ranees, the 
Maiquis faid, that the general lent intents of rainiftry were 
pacific, when he was lately a Member of it. Miniftry cer¬ 
tainly let out upon the principles of the peace in 1782-?, 
and had built, and taken credit with the public upon that 
foundation. It was neither juft, nor was it his inclination, 
to try their proceedings by catching at general words, or even 
alTurances; but by comparing their general coiuluA with the 
general fyftem of the*late peace, upon which thev had thus 
folicited and obtained the public confidence. Thft could 
only he done by re^ iewingthe great features of their admini- 
ftration on the fnbji 51 < f fo’eign politics; and as the points 
were foon lumined up, the public would eafily judge for 
them felves. 

With refpedt to France, the objeA of the late peace had 
heen, to -x^inguifli all millaken ideas of rivallhip, which had 
hitherto prevailed; to leave nothing,■ if poffible, undefined; 
nothing of c>nfequence, mixed; nothing to CommiiTioners 
to fettle; and no room for foreign powers to interfere. The 
refult was, that never was there a period when aninudity fo 
foon fubfided, when fo few luhjefls of difeuffion, much lefs 
of difpute, had occurred with France as fubfequent to 
1782. 

With rcfpeA to Spain, the defign had been to fufFer the 
chief of what was conceded at the peace, to remain in the 
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hands of tWweakeft poWer.' Hfe had no hefitation to fay, 
that after the independence of the North American colonies. 
North American pofleffions no longer flood in the fame po¬ 
rtion with regard to Europe; nor from that time could any 
European fettlements in thofe parts he deemed of a perma¬ 
nent tenure. Every thing, however, was referved of which 
the negotiation admitted, for two purpofes; firfl, to colieft, 
the public opinion, which has a right to be confulted where 
it can be done with (afety in all great occurrences? ^ (pe ci- 
ally commercial, adiftin&ion ftrongly founded in the nature 
of things and in the pra&ice of our Government ; and fe- 
condly, ‘to aflift the terms of our treaty of commerce with 
Spain. 

Regarding Holland, the objeH was to remove the re¬ 
proach which hung upon us from De Witt’s treaty, ami to 
fiipulate for freedom and extepfion of trade, by the article 
refpe&ing the Spice ifiar.ds; and, by the thiid article oj 
the treaty with them, to make them fenfible of the conle- 
quence of treating through a third power. 

As to the reft of Europe, the ftate of it was juft fuch as 
could have been wifhed ; being without a Angle engagement 
upon our handstand free to adopt any or none as might be 
found eligible* 

It remained to be inquireddiow far the conduit of Minif- 
ten fince 1783, had been conformable or not to thefe prin¬ 
ciples, and this fituation in rtgard to their general fyftem 
in foreign politics, and their particular proceedings with 
Spain. 

In the early affairs of Holland, the memorials they pre- 
fented had been (aid in that Houfe to have been milk and 
water, and in his own opinion they might have been mrre 
pointed; but, if there was any error*in this, it was on the 
right fide, and correfponded at leaf! with the bafts of their 
profeflions. * 

The next concern was the Germanic league entered into to 
check the growth of the Emperor’s power in Germany; 
which was an inftance of the higheft diplomatic wiftiom to be 
found in the hiftory of Europe. , Pruflia had every merit in 
projelling it, and it was highly becoming England to have 
been among the firfl toiupport it; but Minifters, apprehen* 
five of a clamour refpeHing Hanover, confined themfelves 
(in the language of one of their body) to a bow upon paper. 
Hanover and England ought certainly to he kept diftinll,jret 
in this cafe they bad agreeing interests. The whole of Eu¬ 
rope was indeed comprehended in the quefiion; for Germajiy 
under a Angle head, not to mention the Emperor’s other 
pofleffions, menaced the fafety of Europe; and the league 
ftperated accordingly. The condqH qfed by Miniftry upon 
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this occafion, if miftaken» was another mi (lake on the 
right fide; the prevailing intereft of this country being 
peace. 

Next, continued his Lordfhip, fucceeded the commercial 
treaty with France; which together with the languageufed 
in fupport of it, was fo perfectly confident with the funda¬ 
mental principles profeffed, as to leave nothing to remark, 
e£cept.as to the neutral code; the evils of which might be 
prefumed to have been fufficienrly felt by Minifters in their 
commercial negotiations with Holland ; and mult have been 
more io, had ourdifpute with Spain ended hoftilely. 

The next proceeding of Minifters, calling for notice, was 
• the memorable convention with Spain in 1786, refpe&ing 
the Moiquito fhore; a treaty which was unipartile. It had 
no precedent in hiftory, except in the ceffion of Bucovina to 
the late F.mperor by the Turks, and was not to he explained 
upon any fyitem of civilized or European politics. In all 
this however there was nothing to offend againft pacific fen- 
timents. 

But the King of Prulfia dies, and a total alteration of 
Englilh politics enfues. From this' asra, the pacific fyftem 
became reje&ed ; the antient language revived; France was 
again treated as a natural enemy ; and delenda cjl C. rthago, 
Still more; England was thought equal to di&ate to the whole 
world. Our Minifters and meffengers overfpread all Eu¬ 
rope. Every Court was to feel terror at the name of Bri¬ 
tain ; our refources were inexhauftible ; and our power not 
to he refilled, efpecially without the balance of France. 
Holland was obliged by force to return to our alliance, 
principle and perfuafion being deemed equally unnereffary to 
be ufed with that free country; France was dictated to; the 
Turks were excited to murder the Ruffians, while pijpclama- 
tions at home were iffued for refiraining vice and immorality ; 
the Swedes were to complete the humiliation of this devoted 
power; Denmark was ordered not to intermeddle; employ¬ 
ments for the Emperor was found in the Belgic provinces* 
in cafe the Turks had proved iid'ufficient for the purpofe; 
And all this was finally made to terminate in Nootka 
Sound. 

Some young gentlemen at China, attached to geography 
and a little commercial advantage, fit out a veffel called the 
Sea Otter, for the North Weft Coaft of America. Some 
Bengal adventurers fit out two other ihips, with fine names, 
under Portuguefe paper and colours. Some fpecul.itive mer¬ 
chants, men of letters perhaps fit out two other fhips, and 
the whole fails under the command of a young gentleman of 
the name of Mears; who is inftru&ed and inftru&s his fol¬ 
lowers, in terms becoming the form and pomp of office, to 
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violate a fyftem regarding Spanifh America, which it has 
been the policy of Europe, and in particular of this country, 
to adhere to for ages. “ Ruffian, Englifh, and Spanifh vef- 
fels were directed to be treated with like civility in the 
firft inftance; but in cafe of an attempt to turn the adven- 
•* lorers out of their way, force was to be repelled by force, 
“ the parties to be feized, and their fhips brought in to be 
** condemned as prizes and their crews as pirates. Inrplnn- 
** ning a fadlory, it was declared that they looked to a foKd 
** eftahlifhment, and not one to be abandoned at plea fure ; 
•* and they authorized the fixing it in the moft convenient 
** Ration; only placing their colony in peace and fecurity, 
** fully protected from the fear of the fmalleft iinifter acci- 
* dent. 4 * 

It was faid that this had appeared by papers laid by Minif- 
ters before the Houfe of Commons; but this was impoffibfe. 
Occurrences, arifing out of this enterprise of a few indivi¬ 
duals, begun without any due warrant for it, on any proper 
fubordinntion to the public at large, form tlie oftenfible 
ground of a diffenfion with Spain. We arm in a manner re- 
gardlefs of expence, and fummon Spain -to fubmit in a man¬ 
ner alike unprecedented and infulting. The convention 
then follows, which Parliament, with pretty much the 
fame peremptorinefs, is called upon to approve. 

The fa£fcs, thus Rated, continued the Marquis, admit the 
jfollowing obfervntions : firft, as to the late change made in 
the general fyftein of our politics fi nee 1782; and, (econdly, 
as to the departure from the particular fyftem obfi-rved for 
ages by this country refpe£ting Spain and Spanifh Ame¬ 
rica. 

With regard to the firft obje£l, namel v the change in our 
general fyftem, that which had been fubftituted appears to 
have wanteft both vigour and confiftency. 

The situation of France had produced a crifis not un¬ 
worthy the deliberation either of Greece or Rome. One 
plan, evidently offering for this country, was to have re¬ 
mained quiet and laid a foundation of gratitude and refpe< 5 t 
wiih France and Spain, and of reputation with Europe at 
large, by affuming a tone of dignity, moderation and policy, 
united. On the other fide were to be urged old pra&ice, 
ancient prejudices, revenge, and difabling poffihle enemies j 
motives juftified by hiftory, and even by civil law writers. 
He undoubtedly was for the firft fyftem ; but, feeing admi- 
niftrarion had not adopted it, he had been one of thofe al¬ 
luded to by the noble Vifcount, who was duped by the lan¬ 
guage of the minifterial prints, and imagined that the affairs 
•f the Baltic had had a large fhare in our armament. 

As 
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As every thing was left free by the peace upon a pacific 
fyftem, by the fame rule every thing was left open upon one 
that was warlike. We had alliances before us to choeie; 
we were the only perfon in Europe looked up to; and we had 
only to have imitated the Pruffian plan of the Germanic 
league to have impufed whatever conditions we inclined to, 
and to ha' e been leftrained by nothing hut our own regard to 
juftice and reputation. Sweden met us more than half way; 
Denmark had no option; France, Ruffia, and Auftria were 
occupied; and we might have obtained what terms we pleafed 
• from France and Spain, or have iiruck a blow which muft 
have put it out of the power of either to have molcfted us 
for an immenfe period to come. 

lntlead of this, what is the ftatc of Europe ? We have 
mortally wounded the pride of Spain, who will always think 
that we have taken an unfair advantage; we have fhaken 
our infant confidence with France; we have alienated both 
the fovereigii and the country of Ruffia ; Sweden has been be¬ 
trayed; Denmark infulted; Portugal driven into a clofer 
conned ion with Spain by our language, while both our 
complaints and our merchants appear notwithftanding, 
dropped and forgotten ; and Prufiia, our only efficient ally, 
will not fay (he is obliged to us. Europe, which, in 1782, 
was open to us throughout on pacific principles, and the 
balance at our command on warlike principles, has the 
fcale turned againft us, and Hands on principles of alienation 
and perfonal hoftility. Such has been the coudud uied re- 
fpedmg Europe at large. 

The Marquis thus proceeded. As to Spain, no relation of 
this country has tfndergone more complete difeuffiftu than 
our connedioti with Spain, and particularly refp?ding Spa- 
ntfh America. Our friendship with Spain, without refer¬ 
ring to remote antiquity, was the objed of our policy fo far 
back as the reign ot Henry VI 11 . and, upon the foundation 
of the treaty which then took place between the refpedive 
fovereigns, we have never furrendered our right of trading to 
the Spanifh Weft Indies, in the fame manner that we have 
infilled with Portugal upon a right of trading to the Brazils; 
nor have we ever yielded up the right to either, in any ne¬ 
gotiation, till the prefent convention. The navigation in 
the.Spanifh American feas were expreffly ftipulated by the 
15th article of the treaty in 1670; which was recognized by 
the Spanifh Minifter in 1749, and by their AmbafTador here, 
Mr. Wall; and of late years we have notorioufly exercifed 
the right itfelf both in voyages of difeovery and for fifherv. 
Sir Benjamin Keene, one of the ableft foreign Miniftars this 
country ever had, ufed to fay, that, if the Spaniards vexed 
us in the firft inftance, we had means enow to vex them 
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without infringing upon treaties, and the fir ft ftep he would 
recommend would be to fend out (hips of difcovery to the 
South Seas. Thus ftands the queftion, long ettablilhed as 
to the right, which is plainly, therefore, not a point ob¬ 
tained for us by the prefent convention : hut let us now fee 
witli what cautious wiidom this avowed right has uniformly 
been managed. 

A fucceflion of able Minifters at the Court of Spain in 
Charles the Second’s reign. Sir Richard Kanfhaw, Lord 
Sandwich, and Sir William Godolphin, all united in advif- 
ing forbearance as to the ufe of it. Sir William Godolphin 
did this in moil pointed terms, after much converfation with 
the wifeft of our London merchants ; whole unanimous opi¬ 
nion had long been, that it was better to ttade with Spanifti 
America, through Old Spain, than to have a direft inter- 
courfe with that part of the world ourfelves. He was fo 
much in earneft upon the fubje< 5 t, that he wrote to the King 
to prevent his being mifleo, dire&ly or indire< 5 Hy, by in- 
teiefted advifers; alluring him that there was no way more 
certain of fundamentally alienating the Spaniards, (as Sir 
Benjamin Keene afterwards confirmed,) and throwing our 
livals in navigation into ftrider correfpondence and more 
frequent intercourle with them, than by interfering in South 
America. It was as clear then as it is now, that whatever we 
obtained for ourfelves was not obtained for ourfelves fingly, 
but that other nations mud participate in it. Perhaps there 
was wiidom, in more refpe&s than one, in fuffering the 
great Hake, contained in the Spanilh American poftclTions, 
to lie to a certain degree dormant and unimproved in the 
bands bf >pain. In any event, as long as Spain held the re¬ 
venue ana commerce arifing from her colonies to be prefer¬ 
able to her manufactures, it was our intereft to be content* 
with commercial advantages in Europe as a compenfation 
for fu{pending our claims refpe&ing the South Seas, fince our 
rights in that quarter might always he revived and brought 
forward when opportuni:y called for it. 

This policy was fo wile, that it was confidered by fubfe- 
quent Minifters as fundamental, and not to be departed from, 
Accordingly it was followed all through'the reigns of King 
William and Queen Anne, and it governed the negotiations, 
fuch as they were, at Utrecht; where Lord JBolinbroke 
confidered it as the intereft of England to uphold, as high as 
pofiibie, the claims of Spain, with the idea of lecurtng a pre¬ 
ference tp ourfelves oarer the other nations in Europe. Sir 
Robert Walpole’s opinion is notorious, for he fell a facrifice 
to it. The Duke of Bedford, a warm Minifter, who had 
proje&s of difcovery, was fo cautious, that he confulted the 
bpanilh Minifter here, 4 s well as lent to feck the opinion of 
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the Court of Madrid ; and found our right fairly acknow¬ 
ledged, but the exercife of it deprecated ass likely to be pro¬ 
ductive of war. He was not backward in infilling upon our 
large Claims in tliofe parts, and dwelt upon the good to arife 
to icience, and to the world, and efven to Spain, from pro¬ 
ceeding in them; but, with great wifdom, he flopped Ihort, 
faying that amity with Spain was important enough ti- fuper- 
fede every other confideration, where the rights of the King’s 
fubjeds were not immediately and intimately concerned. 
Next came Lord Chatham; and, to his own intimate know¬ 
ledge, being then fecretary of Hate, and without alledging his 
own opinion or conduCl as authority, this principle was 
*what goveined Lord Chatham in the early part of the nego¬ 
tiation isfjw-Oing Falkland's ilhnds; and it finally appeared 
to i nil uence Lord North’s conduct at the conclusion of that ne¬ 
gotiation. 

As to the particular terms of the convention juft con- 
cludril, it llipulated, with refpeft to Nootka Sound, what 
was either pernicious or trifling. It appeared a madnefs to 
think of colonies after what had palled ip North America; 
bur, if there were even two opinions upon this fubjedt, there 
could be but oue about our power of affording it: we could not 
do it. 

As to the fifliery, it was defined to our detriment, ten 
leagues being a new ftipulation in the Spanish American 
feas. Such a boundary deprived us of all fifhrry of confe¬ 
rence, excepting that of whales, and even of that in a con- 
hderahle degree. Grotius, and all the civil law writers, 
joined to what had palled with Spain upon the fubjed, ren¬ 
dered any concellion on this head ul'eleis; particularly as we 
had been in tbe habit of exercifing the right of fifliery for 
fourteen years back," under the avowed function o£ ottr a&s 
of Parliament. 

Another observation the Marquis defired to offer, which 
was, that we endangered our commercial treaty fo long de¬ 
pending with Spain. We put to hazard, hefaid, our Spa- 
nifli trade in woollens, hardware, cottons, and even filh it- 
felf; not whales indeed, but fomething more material, 
namely, the cod of our fiflieries of Newfoundland. And the 
proceeding was the more unfortunate, as our trade in Spain 
laboured under many hardfhips, particularly the Alcava^. 
duty, which was a per centage upon every mn^fer of our 
articles fold in Spain, fo as fometimes to amount to two-fifths 
of the prime coft. 

But whatever increafe of filbery or trade we had obtained, 
if it were even true that it was gained by means of the con¬ 
vention, the gain is not exclunve, but may be partaken in 
by other nations* The Americans had already been as active 
Vol. XXX. £ in 



in thefe Teas, as they had been accufiomed to be in their own; 
and, by the accounts of Mr. Meares, had even fome claim of 
difcovery in their favour, by proving Nootka Sound to be 
part of a large illand. Ruffia had perhaps a Rill cloier intereft 
in the cafe. 

It was farther to be noticed, that, if trade and fifhery 
fhould increafe under the convention in thefe diflant Teas, the 
experience of Newfoundland made it clear that a fleet muft 
be provided to protecl botlr of them; which yet, in cafe of 
war, would, together with the obje&s defigned to be pro- 
te<5led by it, be likely to fall into the hands ofa fuperior force, 
always on the fpot; and thus lofe to us the very naval 
ftrength we defigned to create by them. In /hort, every 
thing proved the abfurdity of having a nurfery for feamen at 
fo great a diflance. 

The experience of Newfoundland had ferved to convince 
us of another thing admitted under the prefent convention, 
namely, the mifchief of concurrent rights. There was not a 
Sea Officer, who could not witnefs from his own experience, 
or what he had heard, the fucceffive difputes which had oc¬ 
curred at Newfoundland, till diRinlt lines were drawn, and 
all interference prohibited *by the peace of 1782. 

It was Angular to find the convention Ripulating, on our 
fide, that the moft effellual meafures fhould be taken to pre¬ 
vent our navigation and filhery being made a pretext for illicit 
trade with the Spanifli coloniRs, when it was notorious that 
we could not prevent contraband trade upon our own coafts at 
home, ,c!ofe to the very feat of our Government. How then 
was it poffihle to prevent quarrels upon this fubje£t, arifing 
from the guarda coftas of Spain ? 

The convention, in lhort, feemed big with evils, and this 
was th$ more to be lamented, as the Spanifh pofleffions in 
the parts kj queftion were probably not worth many years 
purchafe to Spain. Before our engaging therefore in the dif- 
cuffion, it would have been wife had the matter been pro¬ 
perly invefligated, and the public opinion duly taken, as 
well as the value of the whole properly weigh d; efpecially 
taking into confederation the confequences of war in regard 
to .taxes, which no man could tell, let our fuccefs be what it 
might. 

His Lordfliip concluded with Rating the following reafons 
for calling on every reflefting man to vote on the prelent oc- 
cafion, however difpofed he might be on other points. FirR, 
to manifeR to Spain, that the public of this country had not 
changed its opinion adviiedly, whatever might be the conduit 
of its MiniRers; and difdained to take any ungenerous ad¬ 
vantages. Secondly, to prove the fame things to Europe at 
large: and that vrc are as forward as any nation whatever to 
' • liflen 
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liften to the voice of philanthropy* and philoiophy and peace* 
which as a noble Lord (Rawdon) had ftated, was, fo happily 
for mankind, gaining ground faft in every civilized nation. 

Laftly, to aifift in preventing future Minifters either from 
falling into difficulties of a limilar magnitude with the pre- 
fent, by the adls of unauthorifed individuals, on the one 
hand, in times lefs favourable to the event of them; or from 
being forced into them, on the other, by a fenfelefs clamor, as 
happened to that great Minifter of his day, Sir Robert Wal¬ 
pole, though living in clofe confidence with Cardinal Fleury; 
and whofe fate therefore it would be difficult for Minif¬ 
ters, lefs able and lefs refpedted, in fuch cafes to avoid. 

Lord Grenville made his maiden fpeech in this Houfe, in Lord 
anfwerto the Marquis, to the following purport. He con- Grenville. 
' tended, that if any thing more than another made the con- 
fiitution of Kngland deferable, it was the diftin£t authority 
which it gav» to Government to negotiate, unfhackled by 
the logiflature, pending the bufinefs, and refponiible only on 
its couclufion. No one paper, his Lordfhip faid, was want¬ 
ing in addition to thofe already produced to elucidate the bu- 
finefs, on which the Houfe had to determine: for here was 
the meflage of His Majefty, containing the injury; and 
fairly Hating what would be the reparation that iheuld fatisfy. 

Here was the convention, {hewing that the reparation was 
complete, as it was originally propofed, and unlefs it could * 
be ihewn that the fatisfa&ion did not come up to the propofal, 
or that there was ground to fufpe& misftatement; if they 
thought the money faid to he fpent had been mifapplied; or 
that l'ome other groQs malverfation had occurred; he faw no 
folid ground for calling upon Minifters to difck>fe*what 
never could be done without indelicacy, and perhaps dan¬ 
ger. 

His Lordfhip then entered at full length into the Articles 
of the convention, to {hew the benefits we had obtained, 
both to our fiihery and fur trade; and in particular he an- 
fwered that charge of Lord Landfdown, which imputed to 
Minifters a change of the pacific fyftem in which they fet 
out. He faid, he was utterly ignorant of any one of 
the intrigues that the noble Lord had aferibed to them. 

Lord Vifcount Stormont , in a mafterly difeuffion of the Vifcount 
treaty of convention, ftated, that we had in truth conceded Scormoat. 
rights which we pofleiTed by the law of nations; in as much 
as that law gives us leave to fettle where no other power had 
pre-occupancy; and by this agreement we deprived our- 
felves of that right. In like manner, his Lordfhip faid, 
the navigation of the South Seas was always claimed on the 
principle of its being an open Sea; and he was well informed 
that the moil valuable part of the fifhery was at the diftance 
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of five leagues from Ihore, whereas we were debarred by the 
convention from coming within ten fea leagues. 

• The Marquis of Lanfdown (in reply to Lord Grenville) 
rofe to fay, that he (hould confine his anfwcr to a few points. 

'1 he purport of his fpeech had certainly been mifunderftood, 
for he had teldom or never rifen to fpeak in that Houfe, with¬ 
out infilling that we ought to have a ftrong executive and a 
{hong leg.flativc power. The executive was to take the 
lead, and when it had done its work, it was to be rcfponfible, 
in »he perfon of its Minifters, to the h gillature. That it had 
been the objedl of the late peace to put an end to every thing 
that was concurrent, and make every thing as d:ftin£t as 
poffible; but that tV pretent treaty confounded and mixed 
every thing, and brought back that concurrent lyfiem, 
which had never left us without difnntes with Fiance about, 
the Newfoundland filherics for many ye.us, when he had 
been in a fituation to witnefi. it. He concluded by faying, 
that he was at no time for making undue vo.icT-ffinns, hut ho 
never could content to put tlie fafety of the nrmon at Hake, 
and incur the expence of millions, for individuals .tonig 
without one fuhordination in purfuit of what was nothing 
worth. 

The Houfe divided on the previous qucllion; 

Contents - 29 

Proxy r 

~ 3 ° ' 

Not Contents - 6; 

Proxies - 8 

— 73 

* Majority - 43 

The addrefs was then carried in the affirmative. , 

The Houfe adjourned. 

Tuefday t 2 t/? December. 

This day being appointed for taking intoconfideration tlie 
petition of the Rev. Edward Tynewell Bry dges, clerk, claim¬ 
ing the title and dignity of Baron Chaudos of Sudeley, Coun- 
fel were called to the bar, and after feme time, the Chair¬ 
man reported prog refs, and the farther confideration of the 
faid claim was, upon motion, adjourned to the firft day of 
February next. 

The hill for farther continuing the ad of the laft Parlia¬ 
ment relative to the importation and exportation of corn, 
was prefented, and read a firft time. 

Petitions were prefented from Lords Napier and Somer¬ 
ville, claiming a right to have been returned among the fix- 
teen Peers at the late ele&ion. 


The 
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The Lord Chancellor took an opportunity of drawing the Lord 
attention of their Lordihips to the petitions that had been re- Chancel- 
ceived refpedling the Scotch Peerage in that Houfe. To- lor. 
morrow, he faid, would be the lad day of receiv ing them, 
according to appointment. He therefore thought, that on 
Thursday their Lorddiips fhould take the fame into their 
view, and diipofc of them in fuch a way as fliould appear to 
be the mod proper one of bemg adopted on the occafiori: 
perhaps, to have thtm taken into condderation that day 
month might be a fufficient time ; it was what was allowed 
io all cafes of appeal, though a longer peiiod might be found 
neceflary with regard to the petitions in qutdion. His 
Lordfhip laid, he was by no means mcMned to hurry on a 
confideraticm before due i.otice fliould have been given to all 
* the parries concerned. In doing this, however, there <er- 
' tainly occurred fume difficulty- All perfons concyned or 
intrrelled, fliould undoubtedly have notice, lint it was not 
lo tafy to al'cfcrtain who thole pet foils were. *n i'jine of rhe 
petitions, it was apparent to their LorcJti'ps, that noble 
—« hw r d» weie fo alluded to theieui, as to put H out of ail doubt 
but that they would attend that Houfe. lnoihei peiiucns, 
certain noble Louis were fo flightly concerned, that mail 
probably they would not think it worth, their while to come 
iiom Scotland. I11 fever.il petitions, the implications were 
of fo general a nature, it was hardly nofiibL to ull who they 
would atircSl. In tome it was dated that the peii r inner 
ought to have been returned, hut did not Hate vvlio of thole 
returned ought not to have been teti.p'ed. Again, many of 
the voteis were laid to have no right to vote, without men¬ 
tioning who; and ypt all perfons wlmfe rights and piivibgcs 
were called in quedion by thole petitions, ought incWt ct r- 
, tainly to have notice given of ir^ in order that They might 
have an opportunity afforded them of attending tl'.eir LokI- 
fhips. He would, therefore, fuhmit it to their Lordf> . »s 
to confuler of thofe petitions on Thurfday, and then arrange 
them in fuch a manner as their Lordihips fbould think piu- 
per. The way, no doubt, would be, to refer them to a 
Committee; hut firfl, all perfous interefled therein fhould 
have timely notice. 

Viicount Stormont faid, he was very fure that whatever vifconnt 
mode the learned Lord recommended, it would deferve their Stormont. 
Lordfhips* approbation. A great difficulty, however, oc¬ 
curred in his mind, in the petition his Lordlhip then held in 
his hand, and which had been received from Lord Somerville. 

Jn that petition it was dated, that certain Lords had not been 
allowed to vote, although they had a right fo to do But 
who were thofe noble Lords ? The noble Vifcount thought* 
this extremely obfeute at lead, but owned, though he faw 
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the evil, he did not at that moment fee the remedy that was 
to he applied. 

The Lord Chancellor replied, that he had not feen the pe¬ 
tition. What he had mentioned, had been on the petitions 
prefented before Lord Somerville’s, With refpedl to that pe-' 
tition, it would of cout ie be referred with the othefs to the 
Committee, and it would then be determined, whether the 
allegations therein contained were fufficient or not. 

Lord Cathcart obferved, that Lord Somerville had, by no 
means, reftmuch on the part feieftled by the noble Vif- 
count, but'that he had merely mentioned it, hi cafe the other 
allegations in his petition could not be thought fufficient to 
fuppert his cafe. 

Vifcount Stormont faid a few words in reply. 

The Lorn Chancellor ended the converfation, by obferv- 
ing, that he would look into it again on Thuriday. 

The Houfe then went imo a Committee on the Land-tax 
hill, Lord Cathcart in the chair. After the preamble of the 
bill had been read, 

d he Duke of Norfolk rofe.. His Grace faid, he had ob- 
flrved a very dangerous innovation in this bill, which might 
h.ulto ftill farther and more dangerous intrulions upon the 
ancient and legal method of palling thofe bills. As the law 
had for a long period of time ilood, all perfons who held pa¬ 
tent places under Government were conlidtred as in the ac¬ 
tual enjoyment of freeholds, and paid land-tax, in the difti i£t 
where their offices were fituated, in the fame manner as other 
freeholders, and other perfons liable to be aileftrd to the land 
tax. This was a .very great hardship upon the diftri<Sl in 
which,the offices were fituated, as the other inhabitants and 
proprietor muft make up the deficiency. His Gr :ce did not 
mean at prefent to make a formal oppofition, but he thought 
the alteration bore very hard upon the parilh of St. Margaret, > 
the inhabitants of which, he underftood, were utterly unac¬ 
quainted with the circumftance. They, at leaft, ought to 
have had notice to have been prepared to make the proper 
application for relief. His Grace farther obferved, that he 
knew that the Tellers' received back the tax at the Exche¬ 
quer ; and therefore it made no difference to them ; but that 
was a circumftance which did by no means recompcnfe the 
diftridl in which their offices were fituated ; for it was eafy 
toconfider that four {hillings in the pound, upon near twenty 
thoufand pounds, was an obje& of confiderable magnitude. 

The Lord Chancellor profeffed himfelf ignorant of any 
fuch alteration. 

Lord Grenville and the Duke of Norfolk held a private 
convention upon the woolfack with his Lordfhip, after 

which 



which the bill paffed the Committee^ and Lord Cathcart re¬ 
ported it to the Houfe. 

The Houfe adjourned* 

< Thurfday > 234/ December. 


Lord Grenville moved, “ Tliat the petitions prefented by 
** the feveral noMe Peers of Scotland, complaining of the 
K late elfdtion and retain of the Peers to rep reft nt the 
“ Peerage rf Scotland, hi- referred to the Committee of 
“ Privileges.** 

The motion was agreed to, and the following orders were 
made: 

That rhe S veral Lords petitioners do give notice to the 
“ feveral pa; lies interefted in the fuid petitions.” 


a 


** That the feveral Lords petitioners have liberty to be 
“ heard by Counfe 1 , if they think fi:'; and that the feveral 
peifons interefted in the matter of the laid petitions, or 
whole titles may be aftl-died thereby, may alfo be heard by 
“ Counfel, if they think fit. 

“ That no proxies be ufed on any queftion in this Houfe 
“ relative to the matter of the faid petitions.” 

f everal motions having being read by the Lord Chan¬ 
cellor, 

The Earl of Lauderdale obferved, that he did not under- 
ftand that either of the motions made by the noble Lord, 
went to order the returning officer to attend, or to furni/h 
the Houfe with a lift of the ele&ion poll, or any of the 
books or papers refpedling the late choice of the Scotch Peers. 
This his Lordfhip thouglit extremely neceflary, and it was 
no more than what had been done in the year 1708, and in 
the cafe of Lord Dumfries and Lord Rutherford. The 
only queftion, in hi% opinion, was, whether the parties 
fhould have to procure the papers and documents that would 
be wanted, or whether they fhould be ordered by the clerk of 
^he Houfe. In the one cafe, the expence would be paid by 
■he individual, and in the other cafe, by the Public. 

W Lord Grenville did not think what the noble Lord had 
^mentioned, at all neceftary in the prefent ftage of the bu- 
S finefs. 

I # Lord Cathcart explained why the returning officer, and the 
|papers named, had not been ordered on the prefent occafion. 
In the year 1708, his Lordihip faid, and in the other cafe, 
there had been a formal complaint agamft the returning of¬ 
ficer, and on that account he had been ordered to attend their 
Lordfhips. 

The Earl of Lauderdale , in reply, contended, that it was 
precifely on tills ground that he had mentioned what had 
fallen from him; for if he could read, there certainly was 
I contained 
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Contained in the prefent petitions matter of complaint againft 
the returning officer, and the records; from which circum- 
ftances, he thought the Houfe ought to adopt what he had 
begged leave to recommend to their confideration. 

Yifcouat Vifcount Stormont faid, he could not altogether agree with 

Stormont, his noble friend. He could not fee, for his part, any charge 
againft the returning officer, which could juftify their or* 
dering him up to their bar* With refpedt to the papers, he 
thought they might be very neceffary in the inveftigation of 
the feveral cafes. 


Ld.Chtn- The Lord Chancellor was of opinion that nothing more was 
•ellor. neceflary, at prefent, than to fend the petitions to a Com¬ 
mittee of Privileges. What papers, he aiked, could they 
fend for? It was iinpoflihle for them to tell what they Ihouid 
want, till they came to examine into the petitions, in his 
opinion, the lit it thing was to look into the allegations fet, 
for tb in them, and fee what evidence would be wanted, and 


having done lo, to caufe it to be produced. With regard to 
futmnorting the returning officei to attend, he could fee no 
occjlion for putting him to lb much inconvenience and ex- 
pencr. blip pole, for inflance, they were to have that offi¬ 
cer’s attendance, and alfo all the papers and documents 
thought requifite by the noble flail, it might fo happen that 
when the day for taking into confideration the petitions, 
Ihouid arrive, the parties petitioning might withdraw their 
petitions. For their, and many other reafons, he thought 
it belt to let the matter reft as it was, until the petitions 
ihouid come under their Lord .'hips’ confideration, when they 
might in ike fuch orders therein, as fliould be found expe¬ 
dient in the farther profecution of the inquiry. His Lordlhip 
allowed what the noble Karl had ftated, of the year 1708, 
and of the cafe of Lord Dumfries, to Be perfectly right, but 
they wfre by no means analogous to the prefent one; the 
election of 1708, in particular, had been rude and barbarous' 
bevond all example. Theie was Icarcely any records then 
to be found, and little more than mere memorandums on 


loofe* hits of paper. All the proof the petitioners in the pre- , 
ferit cafe wanted, was open to them ; and when they came 
under confideration, it would remain for their Lord 111 ips to 
confider how far the evidence would go in fupport of what- 
they had feveralJy fet forth. 

Lord Lord Kinnoul faid, he was utterly unable to conceive 
Kinaoul. what inconvenience there could poffibly be in agreeing to 
what the noire Earl had propofed, Moft certainly the evi¬ 
dence called for would be wanted, and their Lordfhips might 
as well have it at Crft. Hut the proper way of proceeding, 
his Lordlhip was of opinion, would be by examining all the 


circuai- 





rireumftancet of the late election, and then dete&iining who 
ought to have been chofen. 

The Lord Chancellor replied, if the noble Lord fiiould be Ld Chan- 
thought, by what he had faid, to have put the matter fairly cclior. 
at iflue, the production of every neeeflary information would 
undoubtedly be proper, but he ilill adhered to his former opi¬ 
nion. 


The*Earl of Lauderdale and Vifcount Stormont f«ve«\illy 
rofe again, and pointed out charges againit the returning of¬ 
ficer, and alfo againft the records. 

The Lord Chancellor once more quitting the woolfack, faid, Ld. Chan- 
no returning officer was to be fummoned to that Houle for c «hor. 
on error, unlefs it was a criminal one. No man was to be 
charged with an error of the judgement; and with regard 
to the records being defaced, that might be, and yet no of¬ 
fence committed. Records that were defaced, provided they 
could lie read, were never the worfe for that, but equally as 
good as if they had never been defaced in any manner what- 


vver. 

The motions were then put, and feverally agreed to. 

Vifcount Stormont wifl.cd to know if any day was to be 
named for taking the petitions into confideration. 

The Lord Chancellor thought the moil proper way of 
proceeding was, to get all the petitions, and papers annexed 
thereto, before the Committee, and then to appoint a day 
for confide ring them. 

Mr. Gilbert, from the Commons, brought up the Malt 
hill, which was afterwards read a firil time, and ordered for 
a fecond reading on Monday. 

Mr. Gilbert afterwards prefented the additional Malt bill, 
which being read a firil time, 

Lord Grenville pointed out the objects of the bill, and de- Lord 
fended the principle thereof. It was, his LordflWp faid, to Grenville, 
anfwer demands which Government had incurred on account 


of the late*haval armament; but when the advantages that 
it had been preduftive of to this country, came to he pro¬ 
perly confidered, and duly weighed, be trailed no one would 
think the expence too great on the occafion. The bleflings 
pf peace had been preferved, and the credit of this nation was 
railed to a higher pitch than ever. The purpofe of the bill 
too was only of a temporary nature; it was to raife the fum 
of 8eo,oool., and when it had done that, there would he an 
end of the bill. This, he faid, would take up a fpace of 
little more than four years: he therefore trailed, that the 
burden for fo ihort a period would he chea: fully acquiefeed 
in. The noble Lord then moved, “ That the faid bill be 
“ read a fecond time on Monday nextand the fame was 
Vol. XXX. 1 ' agreed 





Monday , 27 tb December. 

This day the Houfe met purfuant to the adjournment of 
Jaft week. 

The* hill to continue the a< 5 l relative to the importatioa 
and exportation of corn, was read a third time and paf- 
led. 

The \falt hill, the Afiefled Taxes hill, and the Diftillery 
bill, were read a fecond time and committed to a Committee 
of the whole Houfe to-morrow. 

'1 he order of the day being read for the fecond reading of 
the hill for laying additional duties on malt, and the queftion 
being put, that the faid hill be now read a fecond time. 

Earl of T he Earl of Kinnoul obferved, that however unwillingdic 
Xiwioul. was t 0 give any oppofition, or occafion any delay to fo dif¬ 
ficult a part of the office of adt.iiniftration, as that of impof- 
ing additional burdens on the people, yet the tax propofedon 
malt was of fuch a nature as he (hould wi(h decidedly to on- 
pofe; and which, if he could not fucceed in this, he {hould 
move to be put off for iome time. It was a tax impolitic, 
oppreffive, and unjuft. Malt was already taxed fo high, 
that it could not bear any additional burden. Any new tax 
muft be hurtful to the revenue, for though it might increafe 
the fum paid for any given quantity of malt, yet by diminifli- 
ing the confumption, it could not but affedfc the whole pro¬ 
duce of the duties on that article, which were already fo 
Wgb. that he had had it in agitation to move for a repeal of 
part of the duties already impofed Their Lordfhips were 
not perhaps apprised of the rate at which barley, in its vari¬ 
ous forrrL, was already taxed. If they were not, the enu-* 
meration would aftonifti them. As malt only, it was taxed 
at the rate of ten (hilling and (ixpence per quarter. The adr 
dkional duty of threepence per buftiel wouid raife it to twelve 
(hillings and fixpence per quarter. When to this was added 
the land tax, and the duties on beer, which hefeverally cal¬ 
culated, it would be found that the raw commodity, which 
brought the proprietor of the fu'* on which it was raifad 
about nine (hillings, paid to Government, in its feveral 
(lages, abo\e two pounds ten (hillings. The firft principle 
of finance, hi? LorcKhip obferved, was that no article (hould 
be taxed too high, that there (hould be no exorbitant duties, 
the fcffe<ft of which always was to opprefs the fubjedl and di- 
pninifii the icvenue. If the calculations he had ftated were 
well founded, which admitted of no doubt, the prefent tax 
Was an addition to duties already overcharged. 
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agreed to, and the Lords ordered to be fummoned accord¬ 

ingly. 

I lie Houfe adjourned. 
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It was partial and unjuft, his Lordfhip (aid, as it fell chiefly, 
if not folely, upon the laborious peafant and the induftrious 
mechanic, a clafs of the community which more than any 
other was entitled to the attention and protection of the 
Houfe. For though the opulent paid for that quantity which. 

'^hey copfumed, to them the tax was by no means an ohjeCt. 

Its ill confequences were likely to be confined to the fmaller 
manufacturers and hufbandmen, the moft ufeful and merito¬ 
rious body of the people. With them it would operate in 
fupf refling private breweries, afpecies of domellic induftry, 
tyhich deferred to be protected and encouraged; and in driv¬ 
ing them from their own houfes and families to the alehoufe, 
where they might contraCt habits of diflipation, ruinous to 
their health, their morals, and public utility. Againfl thefe 
* objections was urged, he faid, the fmall fum, at which the 
tax was rated. This was, however, to be eflimated ac¬ 
cording to the abilities of thofe upon whom it fJl. Small 
as the fum might appear to thofe in more opulent circum- 
ftances, yet, to the poor, the repeated pay ment of fuch a fum 
-became a matter of ierious consideration and grievance. 

1 heir l.ordihips, he fuppofed, knew, that upon every 
new impofition, the tradesman took occafion to raife the 
price of their commodity three or four times the value of the 
tax; fo that every new tax gave rife to extortion much more 
exorbitant than the fum which it was intended to exaCl. It 
had been likewife faid, that it was meant only to be tempo¬ 
rary. On this In ad, however, he was net inclined to give 
much credit to the afTurances of Minifters, nor did he fup- 
pofe that they would be willing to diop it, if they fhould find, 
as they new certainly expe&ed, that it was a. productive tax. 

Befides, if it fhould have the bad confequences, ^vhich he 
had enumerated, before it fhould have accomplifhed its pur¬ 
ports, the mifcl ief would be already done, audit would then 
be too late to counteract it. lie concluded with moving, 

“ That the fecond reading of the bill fhould be put off till 
“ the ift of Fehruary, 1 791 

The Duke of Afovtrofe o!,» rved, that the impoflibility of Duke of . 
.impofing taxes which would not fall heavy upon fome clafs Montrefe. 
of men, was well known to every one. But if there was 
any grievance in the prefent tax, it fell upon the rich and not 
on the poor, as there was a much greater proportion laid on 
ftrong than fmall beer. The fum, however, in both cafes, 
wasfo fmall, that He apprehended it could not be productive 
of any bad confequences, either in occafioning inconvenience 
to the one, or preventing the hofpitality of the other. If it 
fhould produce any fuch bad confequences the temporary na¬ 
ture of the tax gave at leaft a feemity againft their continu¬ 
ance. If the tax was to take place, it would, however, be 

F a proper 



S 6 PARLIAMENTARY , A. 1790* 

proper that it fhould be pafled at once, as any delay in the 
forms would give thofe who were interefted an opportunity 
of providing fuch a flock of malt, as for the preient year at 
kail would deprive Government of a great part of the ad¬ 
vantage to be derived from the tax. On thefe grounds he op¬ 
pos'd p'dtponing the fecond reading. 

Lord Lord St -want was not furprifed that the prefent tax fhould 
Stormont, be fo much prdled, at a moment when that veil of delufion, 
which had been fo long and carefully held up by miniftry, 
was to be torn away from the eyes or the people. He faid, 
we were now within a few weeks of the boafled millennium 
of 1791; the period v.hen it had been promifed that the pub¬ 
lic receipt fnould exceed the public expenditure in a fumof 
eight hundred thoufand pounds annually^ to be applied to the 
redu&ion of the national debt. Whereas, it was evident, 
from the experience of pad years, that the expenditure had 
exceeded the receipt, and, that inftead of reducing any part 
of our prefent burdens, we fhould be under the neceflity of 
contracting additional debts, or iropofing additional taxes. 
His Lordihip faid be was fenfible of the neceflity of paying 
expences which had been once incurred, and whatever he 
might think of the occafion from which they had proceeded, 
he could not but approve of th°plari of ihe Mini Her, which 
propofed to defray them as early ns poflible. But of an ad¬ 
ditional duty on malt, he could by no means approve. The 
article was already fo loaded with impofition that it could 
not admit of any additional burden. Barley in its different 
flages contributed the greatuft part of the revenue, and, alto¬ 
gether, afforded no lefs a fum than three millions eight hun¬ 
dred thoufand pounds. • 

It waahighly impolitic, the noble Vifcount faid, to attempt 
to drain this fourcc of national wealth by additional exac¬ 
tions. Such additions might be fatal to the revenue, by ex- 
haufling its refources; becaufe a branch of revenue was al¬ 
ready highly produ&ive^ it ought not to be faddled with ad¬ 
ditional impofitions. It might be loaded with burdens 
above what it could bear. A new tax did not always pro¬ 
duce an acceffion of revenue: while it increafed the fum paid 
for a particular quantity, it might diininifh the general con- 
fumption. This was the cafe in the prefent inftance. The 
revenue arifmg from malt, taking the average of the three or 
four laft years, would be found to be on the decline. He did 
not Bate any one year, as the diminution then might be owing 
to a failure of the crop. 

The fmall fum indeed, at which the tax was rated, might 
he urged as an argument again# its producing' any effedfc of 
this kind< But the fum was by no means fo final!, confider- 
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ing that part of the community on whom it fell; and the 
many additions which had already been made to the duties on 
malt ought to prevent any farther increafe. As a confe¬ 
rence of the diminished confumption of malt) the importa¬ 
tion of foreign fpirits had greatly increaSed. For the year 
1789, .the importation of brandy had been one million eight 
hundred thoufand gallons, about five hundred thousand gal¬ 
lons more than had been imported the year preceding ; and 
fmuggling was by no means extinguished. This could not 
be attributed to the operation of the commercial treaty, or 
# the diminished duties, as all thefe advantages had been ep- 
joyed in 1788 without producing the fame effect. The con¬ 
fumption of Britifli fpirits had increafed in a Still greater pro¬ 
portion. The quantity for 17S8 appeared to have been two 
hundred and twenty*two thoufand gallons, and for 1789 
four hundred and eighteen thoufand, nearly double of the pre¬ 
ceding year. 

But beSides all thefe circumftances, there were others, arif- 
ing from the nature of the tax itfelf, which had been men¬ 
tioned by the noble Lord who made the motion, as induce¬ 
ments for postponing the consideration of it. Notwith¬ 
standing what had been alledged by another nohle Lord, it 
was a tax which fell not upon the rich, bu; upon the poor, 
it was in its tendency partial and unjuft, it was directed 
againft a clafs of the community whom they were more eSpe¬ 
cially bound to protect, as they had now no other protectors ; 
it fell upon the induftrious poor, and the Smaller fanners, 
who were accuSl-amed to provide themfelves at home with a 
Simple and wholefoine bevera"**. Every thing which tended 
to interrupt 01 dilluib the uniform Simplicity of their lives, 
muft be considered as hurtful. In confequence wf this tax, 
they would be lent to the ale’ioufe in queft of the refreshment 
which labour made ; they would he Separated from 

their families, expofecl to the influence of bad company, and 
templed to indulge in the life of (pirituous liquors ro exerts* 
The cfFe&s to their industry and morals mull he pernicious. 
There were peopE in the rouimy, who were placed at fi cli 
a diftance from a brewer7, that unlefs they Supplied them¬ 
felves, they had only this fatal refourre left. To drive this 
moSl ufeful body of rite people to fuch a relburc^, would he 
attended with mi r chief-, winch no acccflion to the revenue, 
far lefs fuch an inconfiderableone as was to he derived from 
the prefenttax, could compenfate. It was Said, that the du¬ 
ration of the tax was to be Short, and he would not argue 
with his noble friend, who preceded him, that the Minister, 
if he found it productive, would be unwilling to repeal it. 
But were the efFeCt of it to be fuch as there was every reafon 
• to apprehend, would the ccflat ion of the tax cure the mif- 

chief 
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chief it had done ? Would the man who had been driven from 
the comforts of domeilic life, and habituated to the riot and 
diffipation of a common alehoufe, forget the vicious habits he 
had acquired, and return to the calm and temperate enjoy¬ 
ments of his family t Would the man whole tafte had been* 
vitiated by the ufe of fpirituous liquors be capable of relifh- 
ing the plain and homely beverage with which he had been 
formerly contented? Such fudden traniltions were not to be 
expelled from men who had little to dire& them but the im« 
pulfe of their habits, when experience convinced us that the 
bell education, and the moll cultivated underftanding, was 
not always equal to the exertion. 

It had been fuggelled, his Lordlhip faid, that a personal tax 
was preferable to a tax on confuniption, a poiition which 
from what little knowledge he had of finance, he was by no 
means ready to admit as generally true. But, when a large 
fum of money was to be raifed by a tax of Ihort duration, 
a perfonal tax was undoubtedly preferable to fuch a taxon 
confumptiou as the prefent. When the perfonal tax expired, 
all the evils attendant on it expired with it; but of a tax on 
confuniption, which tended to injure the morals, the health, 
and the habits of the people, the advantage was tranlitory, 
the evils permanent and unlimited. 

He did not expelt, he faid, that his argument would make 
much imprt’lfion on their Lordlhips; becaufe he recollected 
how ineffectual his oppolition had been to the Ihop tax, 
which the Minifter pertinacioufly maintained again ft argu¬ 
ment and againft reafon. rill that he had been able to urge 
again i t that tax had made very little impreffion on their Lord- 
ihips’ minds, till experience brought ah qt t*at which argu¬ 
ment coulAuot effelt. The tax had been repealed in another 
place, and the repeal being lent up to their Lordlhips, was 
then agrees to without a fingle diflenting voice. 

Equally unavailing, his Lordlhip faid, had been his oppofi- 
tion to the excife on tobacco: and he had little doubt but 
time would effelt that relief to thofe who were aggrieved by 
the excife on tobacco, and thofe who were likely to fuffev 
by the prefent tax on malt, which it had done for thofe who 
complained of the Ihop tax. But by lire tepeal of the ihop 
tax all the inconveniences that accompanied it were removed ; 
and fo would the ^conveniences of the excife on tobacco in 
a great meafur*. Not fo would the evils of this tax. They 
would long he felt after the tax era fed to he productive. Un¬ 
der fuch circumftances, the bill, if not wholly dropped, 
ought not to be palled with fo much incautious hafte. Time 
ought to be given to colled from the various parts of the 
country, which it would moll materially affeCt, information 
refpelting its tendency and its probable confequences. His 

Lordlhip 
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Lordlhip concluded wirh faying he was therefore of opi¬ 
nion that the fecond reading ought to be pollponed till after 
the recefs. 

Lord Grenville rofe next, and commenced his fpeech with Lord 
faying, that he had always been defirous of difcufling every Grenville, 
jjueflion on its own proper grounds. Their Lordihips would 
ejnot therefore expeCi that he fhould fay any thing on the {hop 
tax that had been repealed, or on the regulations for prevent¬ 
ing frauds in the collection of the duties on tobacco, which 
had been introduced collaterally into the debate, and which, 
he conceived, to have no connexion with the merits or de¬ 
merits of the prefent tax. As little did he feel himfelfhound 
"to notice what the noble Lord had thought proper to intro¬ 
duce refpeCting the Hate of the public revenue and expendi¬ 
ture. That fubjeCt had been before introduced in a difcuffion 
to which it had as little relation as to the prefent, the dehate 
on the convention, under the idea, he fuppofed, that from 
the concern lie had had in another place in the report of a 
Committee on the Hate of the public receipt and expendi¬ 
ture, the fuhjeCl mud always be proper, provided he was pre¬ 
lent. On that fubjeCl, however, Lord Grenville faid, he 
would not enter into any debate till the proper documents 
were before their Lordihips. That period was fall approach¬ 
ing, and when it did arrive, he trufted that the noble Lord, 
who had mentioned the fubjeCl before, or the noble Vilcount 
who had alluded to it now, would bring it regularly before 
the Houfe. It would then appear, that their calculations 
were as ill-founded, as their mode of introducing them was 
unfeafonable: and that the Hate of the public receipt and ex¬ 
penditure was fuch as all their Lordihips, and every man, 
who felt as an Englilhman, would rejoice to perufe. The 
prefent tax, his Lordlhip faid, made no part of rhe permanent 
expenditure of the country. It yras part of a lyftem of 
finance to which, as a whole, he had not heard a ungle ob¬ 
jection ; of a body of taxes brought forward to defray an ex¬ 
traordinary expence within a Ihort period. Of the ohjeCts 
to obtain which, that expence had been incurred, their Lord¬ 
ihips had expreffed their approbation. That they ought to 
he defrayed there could be no doubt, and that they ought to 
* be defrayed with the leaft poffible lofs of time, had been gene¬ 
rally admitted. Taxes, to he productive, mult be felt; fo 
large afum as 8oo,oool. could not be railed within the year 
without falling heavy lomewhere. The only queftion then 
was, whether this tax, as a part of the whole, was fo ob¬ 
jectionable as to deferve to be rejected. He would not lay, 
continued his Lordlhip, that the money mull be had, and 
therefore that the tax mull pafs. To fuch a miferable argu¬ 
ment he would not have recourse, becaufe he knew the fitu- 

atio* 



at ion- and refources of the country to be fuch 9 that If the tax 
was improper, a fubftitute could beeafiiy found* 

The noble Vifcount had faid, that additional duties on 
malt were improper, hecaufe they tended to diminifh the 
confumption, and to leflen the produce of the revenue upon 
the whole* Were he difpofed to refort to the argumentum ad 
bomincm , he might fay that the mode of the tax was planned, 
by an admin ill rat ion, with which the noble Vifcount was 
particularly conceded, of whom the prefent adminiflration 
were in that refpe& only the humble imitators. An addi¬ 
tional duty of Sixpence per bufhel had been impoled in 1780; 
the noble Vifcount mull therefore difapprove of a meafure 
which he had formerly fupported, or approve of the prelent 
additional duty. This argument, however, his Lordlhip 
faid, he would not prel's. The tax was to be examined on its 
own merits. The principal objedions he had heard to it 
were, that it was partial, and tended to produce ill effedls on 
the health and morals of the indultrious poor. Every tax 
mud be more or iefs partial, till that great dejideratum iu 
finance could be found out, a tax that would affect every in¬ 
dividual in the community in the exa£t proportion that he 
ought to bear. Could fuch a tax as this be diicovered, there 
Would be an end of all other taxes ; but till it was diicovered, 
every new tax mull fall heavier in a certain degree on fome 
particular defcription of men than on others. All that could 
be done, was fo to calculate the general aggregate of taxes as 
to bear on all ranks and deferiptions of men as nearly as pof- 
fible in proportion to their ability. Now, what was the cafe 
at prefent ? A number of taxes were propofed to raife a large 
extraordinary fum, within a Ihort period. Was there any 
One of thefe taxes that could be faid to rffbdl the poor in the 
lead degree, except the additional duty on mult ? Not one; 
and of this they would pay only a fbare. It was evident, 
that of the extraordinary aid required the poor paid perhaps 
Jefs than their fair proportion. The objection of partiality 
was consequently done away. With regard to the evil coiv- 
fequeners predicted from it, they appeared to have no foun¬ 
dation in experience, ff the former additional duty had not 
put an end to the private breweries, was it to be* expedted 
that fofmall an addition as the prelent would do it ? The ad¬ 
ditional charge per gallon on the beverage of the poor would 
be Ids than one-third of a farthing; a charge fo fmall, as 
could not, furely, prevent any man from brewing for him- 
felf who had been accullomed to do fo before. It would, in¬ 
deed, as a noble Lord had obferved, fall much heavier on the 
rich than on the poor, as the beer brewed by the former 
would pay three times as much as that ufually brewed by the 
latter. 
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When the noble Vifcotint mentioned the great increafe in 
the quantity of foreign fpirits for which duty was paid, it 
Was unfair to anticipate the trite anfwer to the argument 
which he built upon it. Notwithftanding what the noble 
Lord had faid of the Continuance of fmuggifng, it was certain 
that lowering the duties on fpirits, and the various whole- 
forne regulations adopted by the tail Parliament, had greatly 
retrained ftnuggling, and increafed the regular entries of the 
articles that were the obje&s of it. It was equally true, that 
the wealth and commerce of the country had increafed in a 
fhanner unexampled in any former period, and that the litu- 
•tftion of tlie poor had been fo much improved as to enable 
them to coiifume much greater quantities of excifeable com¬ 
modities than they had ever done before. To thefecaufes was 
the increafed confumption of Britifh and foreign fpirits to he 
atnihuted, and not to any diminution of the private brew¬ 
eries by the increafed duties on malt. The advantage to the 
private brewer over the common brewer was Hill lo great, 
being nearly in the proportion of two to one in point of duty, 
as to afford fufficient encouragement to all, who chofe it, id 
brew at home. Conceiving, on theft- grounds, that the tax 
was neither partial, nor likely to produce any evil confe- 
quences, his Lord/hip faid he was of opinion that it ought to 
pafs. And as the operation of it was to be but temporary, 
and there was an evident advantage in bringing the pw’uce 
of it to account asfoon as poffihle, it ought not to he delayed, 
bfccaufe delay would afford the means of evading it, at lea ft 
for a confiderable time* 

Lord Loughborough laid he was happy to hear from autho- Lord 
rity, that the finances were in a flourishing firuation ; that Lough ba¬ 
the public receipt exceeded the public expenditure, and that roU ii lu 
there was no preffing exigency for money whieh%alled for 
inftantly palling the tax. The circumfiance of their l.ord- 
ihips being fummoned to difenfs tax hills at a time utunlly 
allotted td recefs from their parliamentary duties, might 
have induced a fufpicion that the demand for money was too 
urgent to he delayed. But as they had been relieved from 
any apprehenfion on that account, he hoped the urgency of 
• palling a rerrofpe&ive tax, a mode of taxation not very 
ufual, would not he confidered fo very prefiing as to preclude 
confideration. The making of malt was not a procefs that 
could he much haftened; and it feemed hard to be attaching 
the tax to the ftock in hand, to that whith men had provided 
tinder other Circumftances, and without any expedition of 
an additional duty. When the noble Lord faid that he and 
his colleagues in office were only the imitators of a former 
Adminiftration, in laying an additional duty on malt, it 
Would become their wifdoin to confider what had been tbw 
Vot, XXX, Q effedk 
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effect of that addition, and whether experience bad not proved 
that any fubfequent addition would be injurious, not only 
to the revenue, but to the people. Befldcs, the circumftances 
of the times were widely different. The additional duty of 
lixpence per bufhel had been impofed in 17Bo, a period of 
great and urgent neceflity, in the moft expenfive year of ft 
moil expei: li ve war. 1 he prefent was declared to be a period 
of no neceflity, when wealth and commerce were daily flow¬ 
ing in upon us, and when, of courfe, other taxes could be 
readily found. Much as he refpeCted the noble Lord at the 
head of Adminiftration in 1780, he was perfuaded that no¬ 
thing hut the neceflity of the time could have induced him 
to adopt that mode of railing money, and that he would 
not have adopted it, had he been aware of all its confequences. 
The efFeCt of the repeated additions to the duty on malt, his 
Lordfhip faid, had been a great diminution of the quantity 
con fumed, and a very coniiderable decreafe of the old du¬ 
ties, not Jefs than feventy thoufind pounds. If then the ad¬ 
ditional lixpence in 1780, had produced lefs than it was cal¬ 
culated to produce, and reduced the produce of the old re¬ 
venue, the value of the duty now propofed was to be efti- 
mated only hy the furplus left after deducting what it might 
he expefled to take from the produce of the exifting duties. 

It was to be coniidered that exorbitant duties not only dimi- 
nilhedconfumption, but tempted men to fubflitute other ar¬ 
ticles for the commodity fo exorbitantly taxed. He needed 
not inform their Lordfhips that the brewers were acquainted 
with various fuhftitutes for malt in brewing, and that on the 
beer ptoduced from thefe fuhftitutes, they obtained a draw¬ 
back for duty that had never been paid. This operated in 
the nature of a bounty, and with the addition of fuperior 
(kill and bitter utenfils, gave them fuch an advantage as the 
private brewer could not contend againft. In the town of 
Leeds, before 1780, he could not recoiled the precife date, 
there was but one common brewer, and his whole flock in 
trade amounted only to three thoufand pounds. It would 
not be imagined that the parUh of Leeds, containing more in¬ 
habitants than fome counties, was fupplied with beer from 
fuch a flock as this. The fad was, that the people were 
fupplied hy their own private brewing, which was now 
nearly fupprefled; and fince that period, the number of 
common breweries that had been ere&ed in all parts of the 
country was inconceivable. The induftrious poor who were 
thus prevented from brewing for themfelves, could not be 
all fupplied from the common brewery. It was erroneoufly 
fuppofed, that they all lived in town* where they could have 
accefs to the common brewery. Many of the manufacturers, 
and many who were partly manufacturers and partly farmers, 

a were *. 
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were fpread over the face of the country, at fuch a diftance 
from any public brewery, that the carriage would far ex¬ 
ceed the amount of any duty. And thole who were prevent¬ 
ed from brewing for themfelves, a more ufeful and' induf- 
-trious fet of people than the manufacturers collected in towns, 
had no relource but in thealehoufe, or the ufe of fpirituous 
liquors. 'I he effeCt of the additional duties on malt, had 
been to reduce many of this clafs of people to thefe extremi¬ 
ties, and the effeCfc of the addition now propofed would 
greatly extend the evil. 

Their Lcrdlhips had been told, that the additional duty 
was fo light, as hardly to he felt by the poor. The prelTuie 
of every burden was felt in proportion to the weaknefs of 
him who bore it. Few of their Lordfhips, he was afraid, 
could form an adequate idea of the effeCl of any additional 
duty on a nectflary of life to the poor. It had been laid, he 
believed by Montcfquieu, “ that a Farmer General, after 
dinner, would fign an order, by which a whole province 
might be reduced to beggary and want; and no man could 
accufe him of inhumanity, becaufe in the firfl moments cf 
indigeftion, it was impcfiible for him to conceive that people 
could die of hunger.” Thus it was, his Lordlhip faid, that 
plan’s reafoning was clouded by the feelings incident to their 
own fituation in life. Let the tax, however, be ccnfidered, 
and the annual amount to a poor man would be found to 
be heavy. Allowing a gallon per day for the confumption 
of a family, an additional duty of one-third of a farthing 
per gallon would be five {hillings a year. What would their 
Lordihips think of a capitation tax to that amount on every 
adult male of thejnduflrious poor? Would they not repro¬ 
bate the idea as unjuft, oppreflive, and cruel ? The e(Fe& of 
this tax was ftill worfe, as it tended to corrupt their morals, 
injure their health, and ruin their induftry. In Yotkfhire, 
and other counties, it was ufual for the farmers to allow 
their labourers beer. Was this duty no burden on them ? 
It tended not only to injure thofe who were immediately 
employed in the manufacture, but thofe who were employed 
in railing the materials of manufacture, and he was confi¬ 
dent would be felt much more in the increafe of the poor 
rates, than the increafe of the revenue. It was alio partial 
in its operation, partial as it would apply ; although gene- * 
rally impofed by the letter of the bill, it would affeCt thofe 
counties only, whete beer was the common beverage of the 
people, while the cyder counties, and great towns where the 
common brewer fupplied the whole demand, were totally 
exempted. 

There was alfo another objeClion to it, his Lordfhip faid, 
which would be more properly difeufled in the Committee. 

. G a The 
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•The drawback allowed to the brewer on ilrong beer was err- 
j-oneoufly calculated, and gave a greater allowance on a given 
quantity of beer than the amount of the duty paid on the 
malt employed in brewing it. For all thefe reafons, he 
thought time ought to be given to confider, and to colledfe 
information from thofe parts of the country in which it was 
likely to be moll felt. Thofe who were to fulFer by it were 
Separated and dilperfed. They could not hold meetings to 
confult on their common grievances, and excite a clamour 
again(l a tax. As it was meant to be temporary, its being 
continued for fix weeks longer than was at Aril intended, 
could be of little confequence, and this was all the inconve¬ 
nience to be apprehended from the propofed delay. If, on 
inquiry, it Ihouid appear to be a proper tax, the people 
would fubmit to it with more chearfulnefs, when they knew 
that it had not been impofed upon them, but on mature con- 
iideration, and a cautious regard for their circumftances. 

The queftion, “ That the bill be now read a fecond time,* 
was put and carried. 

The hill was accordingly read a fecond time, and ordered 
to he committed to-morrow. 

The Houfe adjourned. 

PVcdnefday, 29th December. 

This day His Majefty came to the Houle and being (ented 
on the throne, Sir Francis Molineux, Gentleman Ulher 
of the Black Rod, went to the Houfe of Commons, and 
commanded their immediate attendance. 

As foon as the Speaker of the Houfe pf Commons came to 
the bar of the Houfe of Lords, lie addrelj'ed His Majefty to 
the following effe£l: 

<c That nis Majefty’s moll faithful and loyal Commons 
e< had cheeifully provided the neceflary fupplies for defraying 
** the expences. incurred by the armament lately entered into 
“ for the maintenance of the honour, and lupport of the 
€t dignity, of His Majefty’s Crown, That in providing 

thefe fupplies. His Majefty’s faithful Commons had a- 
“ dopted a principle, which, although it would in foine de- 
* c gree increafe the temporary burthens of the country, 
** would add no permanent load to the national debt, and 
** would aftord to furrounding nations a linking proof of 
u the internal ftrength and copious refources of the king- 
“ dom, at the fame time that it would hold out an example 

to pofterity and form a precedent, which it was the ardent 
* c hope of His Majefty’s faithful Commons future Parlia- 
“ ments would follow.” 

The Speaker then read the titles of the feveral bills of fup- 
ply which lie had brought with him from the Houfe of 

Commons, 
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Commons, and delivering them one by one to the clerk, 
humbly intreated His Majefty’s moft gracious concurrence. 

After which His Majefty retired, and the Commons 
withdrew. 

The Houfe was, upon motion, adjourned to Monday the 
31ft of January, 

IVcdnefday, 2%d Fibruary , 1791. 

The order of the day having been read for the fecond 
reading of the bill, to ditifolve the marriage of John Walford, 
the younger, with Sophia Elizabeth Jeanes, his now wife, 
and to enable him to marry again, 

Counfel were called to the bar, and the hill read, which 
briefly is as f< Hows: 

That Joh-i Walford, on the 29th of November, 17S1, 
married Sophia Elizabeth Jeanes, and until the i6tli of 
February 1789, they cohabited together, and had three 
children, one of whom is living. That on the faid 16th of 
February, 1789, his wife abruptly left him, and entered into, 
and carried on, an unlawful familiarity with Thomas Valen¬ 
tine Cook, Efq. and the faid John Walford hath not, lince 
that time, cohabited with her; but (he hath, lince her faid 
adulterous cohabitation, had iflue. Thai he commenced an 
a&icn again ft Thomas Valentine Cook, in the Court of 
King’s Bench, at Weftminfter, in Trinity term, 1789, and 
obtained a judgement with damages. That he .ilfo exhibited 
a libel in the Confiftory Court cf the Biftiop of London; and 
on the Qth of July, 1790, obtained a definitive lenience of 
divorce. . That, as the faid Sophia Elizabeth hath diifolved 
the bond of marriage, the bill prays, that the marriage 
bond may be made void, and that it may he lawful for the 
faid John Walford to.marry again: then follow the other 
ufual claufes contained in bills of this kind. 

Mr. Park, as Count'd, was heard in fupport of the bill, 
and witneftes were called to the bar, to prove the feveral 
allegations; and being withdrawn, the bill was, upon mo- 
tion, ordered to he committed to a Committee of the whole 
Houfe the next day. 

The Houfe adjourned. 

Thurfday, 24 th Fciruary. 

This day the Houfe in a Committee of privileges, took 
into further confideration the petition of the Ear 1 of Selkirk 
and the Earl of Hopetoun; after hearing Sir John Scott in 
reply, and after a converfation between Lord Kinnoul, the 
Lord Chancellor, Lord Stormont, and Lord Grenville, it 
was moved to poftpone the further confideration until Mon- 
Elay next. 

Tl* 
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The Houfe in a Committee on Mr. Walford’s divorce hill w 
went through the fame, making an amendment; the report 
was upon motion ordered to be received the next day* 

The Houfe adjourned. 

Friday , 25 th February . 

This day Counfel were called to the bar to be heard on an 
appeal, wherein Magdalane Rarbari De la Motte is appel¬ 
lant, and Sir William Jardine of Applegirth, refpondent; 
a lentence of divorce having been obtained by the refpomlt.nt 
againft the appellant in the Commiflary Court of Edinburgh. 

The ground of appeal was, that the only witnefs who 
fwore to a pofitive a£t of adultery ought not to be believed, 
he having depofed, that he faw things through holes bored * 
in the door of a bedchamber, and over the bed, which by the 
fituation of the premifes, it was phyfically impollible that 
he could have feen. 

To prove this, am^delof the bedchamber and furniture, 
Ac. was offered in evidence, which their Lordfliips did not 
think proper to infpe&, and affirmed the fentence of the 
Commiflhry Court. 

Lord Grenville brought down a meflage from His Ma- 
jefty, which was read by the Lord Chancellor. It intimated 
His Majefty** intention of new modelling the couftitution of 
Canada, and forming a divifion of that province into Upper 
and Lower Canada; and of allotting lands to the fupport of 
Proteftant clergymen. And required their Lordfliips to take 
the iubje& under confideration. 

Ordered to be laid upon the table, and to he takeii into 
confideration on Wednefdav. , 

The £[oufe adjourned till the next day. 

Monday , 28 tb February . 

Counfel were called to the liar to be further heard on 
the appeal of Morehead and Edinonftone, and the Counfel 
on both Tides having been fully heard, the Interlocutors 
complained of were affirmed. 

Lord Grenville rofe, and after a few introductory words, 
moved, 

*• That an humble addrefs be prefented to His Majefty, 

“ to return His Majefty the thanks of this Houfe for his 
" moft gracious meflage, and to allure His Majefty, that 
“ this Houfe will concur in fuch meafures as may be moft 
t( conducive to anfwer the feveral purpofes therein men- 

tioned." 

The fame was upon motion ordered to be prefented to His 
Majefty by the Lords with white ftaves. 

Mu 
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Mr. Walford’s divorce bill was read a third tine, and 
palled. 

The Houfe adjourned. 

. Tuefdajy 1 ft March . 

The Houfe in a Committee of privileges, took into fur¬ 
ther confideration the petition of the Earl of Selkirk and 
Earl of Courtoun. As foon as the Chairman had taken the 
Chair, 

Lord Kinnoul rofe, and after a fpeech of fome length, 
concluded with moving, 

“ That the proper officer be directed to amend the certifi- 
** cate, or return, by inferting the names of Dunbar Earl of 
** Selkirk, and James Earl of Hopetoun, without preju- 

dice of petitioning againft the merits of the return fo 
“ amepded.” 

After a debate, in which the Duke of Montrofe, Lord 
Stormont, Lord Loughborough, the Lord Chancellor, &c. 
fpoke, the motion was, by leave of the Committee, with¬ 
drawn. 

The Houfe adjourned. 

< Thurfday i 3 d March . 

In a Committee of Privileges, Lord Cathcart in the 
chair, the petition of the Marquis of Ahercorn was read, 
complaining that his vote had been reje&ed at the laA elec¬ 
tion for fix teen Peers to reprefent in this Parliament the 
Peerage of Scotland. 

Vifcount Stormont thought it would Amplify the bufinefs Vifcoanr 
before their Lordfliips, and fave much time, were their Stormoat. 
Lordlhips to hear aqd determine upon all thofe petitions 
which, had been prefented from Lords who had maintained 
or denied the legality of the votes given by the Marquis of 
Abercorn and the Duke of Queenlberry, before they pro¬ 
ceeded to the other petitions. His Lordfiiip faid he would 
make no motion on the fubje&, till the Counfel had finifhed 
their pleadings, “but wifhed that the refolution of the Houfe, 

“ That no Scotch Peer, being created a Peer of Great Bri- 

tain lince the Union, could have a vote at the election of 
“ the fixteen Peers for Scotland,” might be read. 

T he refolution being read, the Counfel, Mr. Elliot, pro¬ 
ceeded to open his cafe, upon the petition of Lord Abercorn, 
who had fent a figned lift, accompanied by a certificate from 
the Sheriff of Edinburgh, of his taking the proper oaths in 
orc’er to qualify him to vote at the laft election of Scotch 
Peers, which certificate and figned lift bad been rejeded by 
the clerks at the meeting at Holy rood Houfe.« of this his 
Lordfhip’s petition complained, and the Counfel called evi- 
« dence 
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dence to prove that he had taken thofe oaths. A witnefs 
being examined, who fwore to a copy of the original certi¬ 
ficate. which he had feen the Sheriff of Edinburgh fign, the 
Counfel on the other fide objected to the copy of the certi¬ 
ficate being admitted as evidence, becaufe the laws expreffty 
dated that the certificate fhould have been-delivered into the 
Peers at their meeting at Holyrood Houfe, when they met 
for the purpofe of electing fixteen Scotch Peers to ferve iti 
Parliament. They farther contended, that there was no 
proof offered or adduced of that certificate being laid before 
the meeting; it was therefore incompetent to be received as 
evidence at the bar of the Houfe of Lords. 

This brought on a converfation between the Lord Chan¬ 
cellor, Lord Stormont, Lord Kinnoul, and Lord Loughbo¬ 
rough, upon the admifiibility of the evidence 
Ld.Chan* The Lord'chancellor faid, he was as willing as the noble 
ecllor. Vifcount to (horten the delay of the proceedings, and would 
readily adopt any meafure that could tend to that point. He 
was, however, doubtful, from fome quefiions that had been' 
put to the evidence to-day, and the aufwers given, whether 
the ca'es of the Duke of Queenfberry and Lord Abercorn 
were piecifely fimilar. His Loidfiiip was of opinion, that 
their Lordfhips fhould receive the evidence offered; and 
after Dating his mind fully on that fubjeiSl, he made fome 
very pointed remarks on the condu<£^ of the clerks or deputies 
of the Lord Regifter, at the ele&ion. He faid, the mnutes * 
of the election at Holyrood Houfe, were the moft confuted, 
and the moft foreign to the fubjeff, as records, of any Court 
that he had ever feen. It mattered not to the merits of the 
ele&ion, if the ableft and be ft fpeeches that could be made, 
had been fpoken by any of the noble Loids prefent. The 
only matter, his Lordfhip afferted, that ought to appea r -^on 
the record was, the proceedings of the ele&ion, and the 
clerks had no title whatever to introduce matter irrelevant to 
that ele&ion. He wifhed that the certificates might be read 
as evidence, hut referved all opinion on, or inveftigation 
into, the validity of thefe vo*es for future difeuffion. 

Vifcount Vifcount Stormont explained, and likewife noticed the con- 
Stoimont. dudf of the clerks at the Lift ele&ion of Scotch Peers at Holy- • 
rood Houfe, which H& confidered then, and now, as highly 
improper. In place of being purely minifterial, as their of¬ 
fice furely was, they had a flamed even a dictatorial capacity 
over the Peers, which he, forgone,- and he believed all other’ 
Lords, never thought they pofiefied. 

Upon the morion of Lord Grenville, the Committee atb* 
journed till Tuefday next, when Counfel are to proceed* 

The Houfe adjourned. 


‘Thttrfdayi 
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In a Committee of Privileges, heard Counfel farther on 

* the petitions relative to the ele&ion of Scots Peers. The 
Counfel concluded on the petition of the Marquis of Aber- 
coritj" and were heard in part on that of the Duke of Queenf- 
berry. 

• Lord Laughbot ougb (kid, that he had now in his hand a Lo ff 
. plan for regulating the mode of proceeding, which, if adopted, Lou 6 hb# * 

* be was of opinion, would fave both the time of their Lord- rou *» * 
drips, and the expence of attendance to the parties. This 
plan, he faid, he would now depofit in writing with the 
cferk, and meant on Tuefday to fubmit it to the confi de¬ 
ration of the Committee. If it fliould be approved of, he 
.meant to give all the Lords who were interefted in the par¬ 
ticular queftion, an opportunity of coming forward with 
their claims; and if they thould not embrace this opportu¬ 
nity, to prevent them from afterwards arguing over the fame 
points. 

Farther hearing adjourned till Tuefday. 

The following is a Copy of Lord Loughborough’s Plan for 
regulating the mode of proceeding on the feveral Petitions 
refpe£ting the Ele&ion of Peers to rcprefent the Peerage 
of Scotland: 

“ Queftions that arife upon the feveral petitions prefented 
to the Houfe, relative to the ele&ion of the Scots Peers: 

“ I. The validity of the votes, under the titles of Caith- 
nefs and of Ochiltree, is impeached on the ground that the 
claim of thefe titles is depending before the Houfe, by the 
petition of the Earls qf Selkirk and Hopetoun. 

u This nhfaftinn. as applied to the return, the Committee 
b/sin efteft laid afide; but as applied to the merits of the 
efedion, the fame objection occurs upon the petition of the- 
Marquii of Tweedale, Ac. No. 6. 

“ II. The right of the Marquis of Abrrcorn and of the 
Duke of Queenmerry to vote at the laft election, averted hy 
their petitions, No. 2 and 4, and the benefit of their votes, 
as tendered at the laft ele&ion, is claimed in the following 
manner, viz. 0 

“ The Earl of Stair, by his petition, No. 13, infills to 
add to the votes in Iris favour thofe of the Duke of Qjeenf- 
berry and the Earl of Abercorn. 

“ The Lord Somerville, by his petition. No. 7, and the 
Eafl of Galloway, by his petition, No. 12, infill to atjd the 
vote of the Earl of Abercorn to the votes in their favour. 

“ III. Ten titles are brought into queftion, viz. the titles 
Vol. XXX. H af/ 
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of Belhaven, Napier, Limhits, by the petition of the Mar- 
quit of Tweedale, we. No. 6. 

“ The title* of Rotbefay and Newark, by the petition* 
of Lord Somerville, No. 7, Lord Napier, No. 8, Earl of * 1 
Galloway, No. 12, Earl of Stair, No* 13. 

“ The titles of Moray and Dumblaine, by the petit'r^n of 
Lord Kinnaird, No. 10. 

** The title of Lord Fife, which was not admitted at this 
election* is ailerted by the petition, No. 9; and the benefit 
of his vote, as tendered, is claimed by the petition of the 
Marquis of Tweedale, &c. No. 6. 

“ The titles of Caithnefs and of Ochiltree are in iflfue^ 
upon th<5 petitions referred by His Majefty’i order to the , 
Houfe, and alfo on the feveral petitions refpeCting the laft 
election. 

“ Of thefe ten titles, fix have been voted on at former 
•ledions, four have not. 

“ The allegations of the feveral petitions arefo inexplicit, 
that it does not appear from any of them on what ground 
objections are made to thofe in pofieffion, nor in what man¬ 
ner thofe who are not in pofieffion claim their right. 

“ It feetns neceffary, therefore, that the Committee fhould 
require the objections, and alfo the claims to be fpecifically 
fet forth by the feveral petitioners who have undertaken to 
maintain tnem. 

“ IV. The qualification under which the vote of the Lord 
Kinnaird, and as proxy for the Earl of Dyfart and Lord 
Cranftoun was given, is impeached by the petitions of Lord 
Somerville, Lord Napier, Earl of Galloway, and Earl of 
Stair. 

** V. The qualifications under which the votes of the Earl 
of Rojpberry, the Earl of Deloraine, Lord Vifcount Dum¬ 
blaine, Lords Sinclair, Lindores, Fairfax of Carnfiton^wjne 
given, is impeached by the petition of the Marquis of 
Tweedale, &c. 

** The Rate of both thefe objections will appear upon the 
documents before the Committee, and the force of the ob¬ 
jections may probably depend upon the conftruCtion of the 
aCts of Parliament refpeCting the mode of proceeding upon 
the election of thq£xteen Peers. 

(t Befides the parties who are before the Committee as pe-* 
titioners, nine of the thirteen Peers returned as duly eleCted 
have an intereft in all the queftions, and a right to lie heard 
upon them, for the only elections not impeached by any 

E dition, are thofe of the Earls of Lauderdale, Dumfries, 
readalbane, and the Vifcount Stormont. 

« To bring thefe queltions into feme method that may 
4 avoid 
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avoid ufelefs repetition, it feems neceflary that the Commit- 
mittee fhould dire&, 

“ I. The Earls of Stair, Galloway, and the Lord Somer¬ 
ville, to proceed according to their refpe$ive interefts, to 
fupjfort the claims of the Earl of Abercorn and the Duke of 
Queenfberry. 

** II. That fiich of the Peers returned as may conceive 
themfelves to be interefted in the fupport of thefe claims, may 
be heard upon them if they think fit. 

** III. That the agent for the Marquis of Tweedale, and 
others, deliver a (late of the objection to the title or vote of 
HLord Lindores and the Lord Napier, to the agent for the 
Earl of Stair, Galloway, Lord Somerville, and Lord Na¬ 
pier, and alfo deliver the fame into the Committee within 
one week. 

“ IV. That the agent for Lord Kinnaird deliver in like 
manner a ftate of the objt-dion made by his petition to the 
title or vote of the Earl of Murray, and of the Vifcount 
Dumblaine. 

“ V. That the agent for the Earl of Stair, Galloway, So* 
merville, and Napier, in like manner deliver a ftate of the 
objection made by their petitions to the title or vote of the 
Duke of Rothcfay and of the Lord Newark, 

“ VI. That a ftate of the claim of Walter, claiming the 
title of Lord Lyle, be delivered into the Committee by his 
agent. 

« VII. That a ftate of the claim of the perfon voting un¬ 
der the title of Belhaven, be delivered into the Committee by 
the agents for the Earl of Stair, &c. 

« VIII. That thp agents for the petitioners claiming the 
nj ~ Pnjjjhnefs and of Ochiltree, deliver to the^orttmit- 
ftee their refpedlive cafes. 

I “ Each of thefe ten titles will form a feparate queftion, 
and even if the two laft were excluded, as to the late elec* 
tion, by the preliminary obje&ion, their right muft be de¬ 
cided upon their own petitions. The queftion on the votes, 
of the Earl of Abercorn, and the Duke of Queenfberry, may 
be appointed for decifiou as foon as the argument is clofed. 

“ The two laft queftions on the qjpalifications, if on in* 
fpe£tion of the rolls the obje&ion as to Lord Kinnaird is 
founded in fad;, are mere queftions of law, on which the 
opinion- of the ludges may be taken, and for this purpofe 
fhould be referred back to the Houfe.* 

Afcncfay, i jtfh March. 

Counfel were called in upon the caufe of Robert Mack- 
reth, Efq. againft Mr. Fox Lane, &c. and Mr. Mansfield 

H % being 
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being heard a* focond Counfel for the Refpondent, and Mr* 
Ambler in reply for the Appellant, 

Lord Loughborough moved, “ That the decree be affirmed, 
** with aool. cofts.” * Ordered* 

Lord Kenyon prefented a bill for regulating the cleric of 
affize, affociates, and clerks of indi&ments, and a bill to re¬ 
gulate the diflribution of rewards in cafes of felony, and to 
enable perfons convicted of petty larceny to be witneiTes, 
which were feverally read a firft time. 

The Houfe adjourned. 

Monday, 2 ift March • 

Counfel were called to the bar to be heard on the ad¬ 
journed argument of the appeal wherein Sir James Riddell 
is Appellant, and James Groflett and others respondents; and 
after Counfel on both fides having been heard, as well as 
Sir John Scott in replv, and being directed to withdraw, 
the Lord Chancellor left the woolfack; and, after a long 
fpeech, fubmitted to their Lordlhips the judgement which in 
his opinion ought to be pronounced, which was, to reverfe 
the interlocutors complained of, and to remit the caufe, 
with certain directions to «he Court of Seffion in Scotland* 
The fame was upon the queftion agreed to. 

The Houfe adjourned. 

Monday, 28th March. 

Lord Grenville rofe, and faid, that he held in his hand a 
meflage, which His Majefty had commanded him to deliver 
to their Lordftiips. 

He then moved, “ That the meftage be read,” which was 
read accordingly, c v 

GEORGE R. 

1 

His Majejly thinks it necejjary to acquaint the Houfe of Lnrds % 
that the endeavours which His Majefty has ufed % in conjunction 
with his allies, to ejfeft a pacification between Rufjia and the 
Porte, having hitherto been unfuccefsfitl , and the confluences 
which may arife from the farther progrefs of the war being highly 
important to the inter fts of His Majefty and his allies, and to 
ihoft of Europe in general, His Majefty judges it requiftte, in 
order to add weight to his reprefentations , to make feme farther 
augmentation of his naval force. And His Majefty relies on the 
zeal and affection of the Houfe of Lords, theft they will concur in 
enabling His Majefty to defray fuch additional expences as may be 
incurred by thefe additional preparations , for the purpofe of fup - 
porting the intcrefts of His Majcftfs kingdoms, and of contribute 
ing to the reftoration of general tranquillity , on a fecure and lofting 
foundation . 
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Lord Grenville then moved* “ That their Lordfhips do 
“ take the meflage into confideration to-morrow, and that 
m the Lords be fummoned.” Ordered accordingly. 

Lord Rawdon role, to call the attention of their Lord' Lord 
fhif^to a matter which he conceived to be of great import? Rawdoa* 
ance, though in noticing it, at this time* he might not be 
ftri&ly in order. What lie meant was, the prefent ftate of 
the finances'of the country, which he conceived to be very 
different from the ftatement that had been given out by ad¬ 
min iftration. He begged leave to remind their Lordfhips of 
the high language held by the noble Secretary of Sate on that 
/fubjefi, when the merits of the convention with Spain were 
under difcuflion and could pledge himfelf tofatisfy the Houfe 
and the public whenever the queftion came to be argued, 
that the ftatement of the noble Secretary was fallacious in 
the extreme, and defcrvrd no other name than a grofs impofi- 
tion upon the public. He wifhed to he perfectly underftood, 
and was now ready to go into the point at iflue between the 
noble Lord and him. On his own part, he confidered it as 
his duty; and on the part of the noble Lord, he thought an 
accurate inveftigation into the real ftate of our finances was a 
duty which the noble Lord owed to that. Houfe, and to the 


country at large. 

Lord Grenville r<>fe in repy. He faid, that notwithfland- Lord 
ing what the noble Lord had faid, he had no helitation in Grenville, 
repeating what he had ftated, on the occafion alluded to, 
concerning the finances of the country, which he knew to be 
in the moil profperous and flourishing fitualion diat they had 
been in during any former period whatever, ana was fure it 
would be found fe whenever their Lordfhips might think fit 
tcdgyeftigije what he had advanced, and the grounds upon 
JvnicnTie went. HU Lordfhip laid he did advance this to be 
^he real and true fituation of the country, whatever might be 
faid to the contrary. He muft likewile deny, in exprefs 
terms, any defign in admiai ft ration to impofe upon the 
country, by the ftatement which the Committee had made in 
1786. 

Lord Rawdon faid, he could not help obferving the ftudied * on * 
‘caution with which the noble Secretary had evaded any dired R» w< *o*. 
anfwer on the fubje&, which he had taken the liberty to ad- 
drefs their Lordfhips upon, both formerly and to-day, he- 
caufe he had made no particular motion as yet. He now 
would meet the noble Secretary in his own way, and ftate a 
diftinft, explicit, and clear propofition, in hopes that he 
would be honoured with a complete, decifive, and full an¬ 
fwer. 'The propofition was, and he would maintain the 
truth of it, that, o^ the expenditure, the country bad been 
£mufed with an idea, that there was a furplus of revenue 

equal 
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equal to one million yearly, which was appropriated to pay¬ 
ing of the national debt. This, Lord Ratrdon contended, 
was not the cafe; and he could prove to their Lordfhips that 
there was no actual furplns, but on the contrary, thatthp re¬ 
verie of it would appear when inveftigation took place. In 
this fituation, he (bid, no Minifter could bejuftified on any 
grounds, who involved the country in war, or brought un- 
neceflary expence upon a nation already by far too much 
overburthened. He would therefore move their Lordfhips, 
“ That a Committee be appointed to examine and report the 
“ Rate of the revenue and expenditure of the country, for the 
“ three years, commencing the 5th of January, 1*780, and' 
“ ending the 5th of January, 1789.” 

L«rd Lord Grenville pledged himfelf to meet that, or any other 
Grenville, fpecific meafnre which the noble Lord thought proper, when¬ 
ever it was brought forward. At prefent he mull fay, that 
he thought the converfat’on which had taken place rather 
irregular; and fubmitted to their Lordfhips, and to the no¬ 
ble Lord himfelf, whether this was not a precipitate manner 
of introducing fo important a motion to the confederation of 
their Lordfhips, and whether it might not have been expec¬ 
ted that longer notice would have been given previous to the 
difcuflion of it. Having Hated this, his Lordfhip faid, he 
would fit down in expectation that the rjoble Lord would 
name fome future day for his motion, rather than prefs it in 
fo hafty a manner upon their Lordfhips now. 

The motion was then read by the Lord Chancellor; after 
which, b 

Lord Lord Renvdan obferved that, in the examination and report 
Rawden. which he wifhed to be made, he would »ot agree to any an- 
ticipatiorPof revenue that might be expc»&ed iuL-fbtaiwir^’n 
particular caufes, as forming any part of the flatement. He 
then in reply to what Lord Grenville had juft fpoken, faid, 
if it was mure agreeable to the noble Secretary that he Ihould 
name another day, he had no oHjeClions to name Wednefday, 
arid moved, “ That the farther confederation of the motion 
u ihould be poftponed till Wednefday, 1 * which was agreed 
to. 

Lord Lord Porchejlcr rofe only to fay a few words refpefiling the 
Porchefter prefent ftate of our affairs in the Eaft-Indies. He did not 
now mean, his Lordfhip faid, to make any motion on the- 
fabjeCt; but if there was no objection to his naming Friday, 
he gave notice that he meant on that day to bring forward a 
motion fair the prod u Cl ion of certain papers relative to the war 
now carrying on in the I aft-Indies, 

The Houle adjourned. 


Tuejdafaf. 





His Majefty's oMsflage relative to the naval armament hav¬ 
ing being read. 

Lord Grtnville faid, he rofe to call the attention of the Lard 
Hp&fe to a confederation of the fubjedft to which the meflage Grenville* 
from the Throne referred; and fhould with the greater readi- 
nefs move an addrefs of thanks to His Majefty> for the im¬ 
portant information which he had been gracioufly pleafed to 
communicate to their Lordfhips in it, becaufe he conceived 
that there could be no difference of opinion upon the pror 
priety of the motion, which he would have the honour to 
/ make before he fat down. It muft at all times, his Lordfoip 
allowed, be a difagreeable talk to introduce any meafure, the 
confequences of which tended, in the fma’.left degree, to lay 
additional burthens upon the people; and there was no man 
felt that fentiment more forcibly than lie did. For certainly 
thofe who were chiefly concerned in the adminiftration of the 
executive power, muff feel the painful talk which their duty 
impofed upon them in a degree equal to the fbare they were 
obliged to take in that duty. One thing, however, was to 
be confidered as rendering the talk lefs embarraffing; and 
that was, the necefflty for the meafures which occafloned 
fuch burthens, and the probability that they would be fuc- 
cefsful in preventing any future additions to the diftrefles of 
the country* 

He then begged leave to remind their Lordfhips of what 
had palled in the beginning of the feffion, when the King*^ 
moil gracious fpeech from the throne was difeufled by their 
Lordfhips; and he trufted the fame confidence in the execu¬ 
tive Government, which had then fo eminently marked their 
proc eeding, would*be followed up now by a fiinilar rcadinefs 

f TT&ftfe&ftit whatever might be expedient and politic for fe- 
curing the wifhes of His Majefty and the people at large, by 
•ft ah lifting and (ecuring a lafting and folid pacific fyftem over 
. all Europe. To do this, the encouraging and keeping up of 
continental alliances was abfoluteiy neceflary; and the coun¬ 
tenance and avowed approbation which their Lordfoip#had 
given .to the fyftem of continental alliances that had been en¬ 
tered into, left him no room to doubt that the fame confi¬ 
dence would be now repoled in His Majefty’s fervants, with 
which they had keen honoured, in a fimilar firuation, at th» 
opening of this Parliament, and which nothing inconflftent 
had hitherto merited the forfeiture of. His Lotdfhip then 
enteied into a. junification of the principle on which this 
augmentation of our forces was to take place. He main¬ 
tained, that policy always required that we fhould watch 
with’a jealous eye theprogrefs of the various powers of F.u- 

rope; 
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rope; for it was no* Sufficient *that we were not immediately 
engaged in hqftUities; we were to fee how the power of other 
ilates'increafed; for by that increafe, ours might be affe£led ; 
and when that iliouid appear to be the cafe, it was a duty tb- 
"uie our endeavours to counteract it; and iituated as this 
country now was, he believed there would be no diffi&tlty 
in feeing, that the prefent power of Ruffia was fuch, as to 
call on us to interpofe our weight to cht-ck its progress’. His 
I.ordfhip obferved, that this ineafure became now indifpsn- 
fible; for during the courfeof the lad two years, His Ma¬ 
jeily had condantly endeavoured to effect general tranquillity 
in kurope, and in a great degree thefe endeavours had fuc- 
ceeded, but not altogether, fomething flill remained to be s 
done. A great part of that great woik dill remaining to be 
accompliihtd. it was to this end that the meafurc now be- 
. fore their Lord (hips was adopted; and thequellion now was, 
whether their Loruikip* had any giound to remove from the 
King’s fervantsthat confidence which they extended to them 
on former occasions, and which he trudecl was not the cafe; 
after having enlaiged on the neceffity of agreeing to fuch 
augmentation in our forces, as the King by the advice of 
his Miuiders might think expedient to make, his Lordfhip 
moved, * 

“ That an humble addrefs beprefented to His Majeily, to 
return His Majedy the thanksof this Houle for his moft gra¬ 
cious medage. 

“ To exprefs our regret, that the endeavours which His 
•Majedy has ofed, in conjunction with his allies, to effect a 
pacification between Ruflia and the Porte, have hitherto been 
unfuccefsful. 

“ To allure His Majeily, that this Houfe will be ready 
, to grant the fupplies which may be required to make fuch 
farther addition to his naval force, as fliall add weight Volhis , 
reprefentations, for the purpofe of fupporting the intereds of ' 
* thefe kingdoms, and of contributing to the great and im¬ 
portant object of refloring the tranquillity of Europe, on a 
fecure and ladin| foundation.’* 

Ear! Firz- FitzwUham rofe immediately after Ixml Grenville, 

william He faid, he was not a little furprifed that their Lordfhips 
fhould be called upon in that abrupt manner to give their 
content and approbation to fentiments fraught with confe- 
quences the moil dangerous, as well as the mod important, 
without having heard from the nchie Secretary of State, or 
any other permit connected with adminidration, one fyllabie 
. of information, or any thing that could in the lead explain 
either the pretent date of our continental alliances; what had 
occafioned the neceflity for another armament arid another 
.lead of expence'and taxation upon the country; what were 
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the meafures that had been prtrfued by Sis Majefty’s Minify 
ters, to avoid the calamity which they had plunged the coun¬ 
try into; or what meafure they meant to purfue to extricate 
the country from the deftru&ion that Teemed to be approach¬ 
ing frpm the conduit that had been followed by thofe in 
power. Decency, and a regard to the dignity of that Houfe, 
his Lordlhip thought, might have induced the noble Lord to 
have given Tome explanation; and he hoped ftill fomething 
f farther would be given before their Lordihips were called 
upon to give their votes. Leaving the country entirely in 
the dark as to the caules and motives of their conduit and ac¬ 
tions, was not the way to obtain that implicit confidence 
^vhich Teemed to be To much the objelt and wifh of Minif- 
ters. 

\ His Lordlhip, after this, took a view of the relative fixa¬ 
tions of the continental powers in Europe, and the advan¬ 
tages or difadvantages that muft attend Great Britain, from 
being more or lefs connelted with each; and he contended 
that going to war upon the pretence, which rumour ftated to 
be our only pretence againft the Emprefs of Ruflia, would be 
unjuft, impolitic, and in every way detrimental to the in- 
terefts of this country. His Lordlhip faid when he mentioned 
rumour, he did not mean to argue from it; but it was impof- 
fible for him, or any other noble Lord to argue upon the 
caufe of the prefent armament, when thofe who alone could 
fatisfy the country upon that point, had refufed the leaft 
trace of information. As to augmenting the naval force, it 
might be neceflary, for any thing that the Houfe knew to 
.the contrary, but few could fay that they knew from what 
caufe that necefiity exifted. About two years ago an addi¬ 
tion of ten thoufand .men had been made to the naval efta- 


hWhmepr of the country, in times of peace, and believed 
jhat number was perfe&Iy fufficient for a peace eftablilhment. 
Vpon the prefent application, they were not told what the 
increafe was to be; for what purpofe; or could they obtain 
any one piece of information that could throw any light upon 
the fubjelt. A confiderable increafe of that eitabliftiment, 
his Lordlhip faid belides what he had mentioned, had been 
kept up fince November laft; and after all, it feems more is 
required. In his opinion, if Minifters knew, or fufpe&ed 
that any fuch augmentation of naval force would be requifite 
fo foon, it would have been much better for the country had 
they not difmantled the fleet, and dilbanded the Teamen, at 
the time which they did; though, perhaps, the contrary 
fyftem was more adapted to that myfterious fecrecy, and am¬ 
biguous conduit, which attended all the meafures of the pre¬ 
fent Cabinet. His Lordlhip called upon Minifters for ex¬ 
planation; and confidered it as a duty they owed to the coun- 
* Voj,. XXX, 1 try. 
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try, and much more becoming thofe who a£led properly and 
confident ioufly, than -commanding, as it were, the Houfe to 
agree to their measures, from a blind confidence, that could 
not be too much reprobated, and for which no foiid reaforv J 
ever had, or ever could be given, >The noble Earl, for 
thefe reafbns, thought proper to move an amendment to the 
addrefs, which was to leave out all the words after the firfit 
fentence, concluding, “ for his inoft gracious meflage 
and to iufert in their room the following: ^ 

" To exprefs our lincere concern that His Majefty’s be-*^ 
et nevolerit intentions to reftorc the bleflings of peace to thofe 
“ diftant parts of Europe that are expofed to the calamities 
“ of war, have not yet produced the defired effe6h Thut. 
" uniformed as we are of the caufes that may have interrupted 
“ the fuccefs of His Majefty amicable interpoiition, buty 
“ moft anxioufly fblicitous to maintain the unaflailed traiW 
“ quillity of His Majefty’s dominions, and to improve at 
** home the bleflings of peace, we can on thisoccafion only 
(t exprefs our dutiful and loyal a flu ranees of fupport, when* 
t( ever the honour and intcrefts of His Majefty’s Crown 
“ (hall appear to be threatened, and teftify our reliance on 
“ His Majefty’s paternal care to preferve, uninterrupted, 

“ that fortunate fituation which this country now enjoys, of 
“ entire amity with all the powers of Europe.” 

Vifcount Vifcount Stormont feconded the amendment. He did 

Stujinent. not however, mean, he faid, to argue the fubjed in this 
flage of the bufinefs, becaufe he hoped the uoble Secretary of 
State would fay fomething or other fo far explanatory, Its at 
leaft to give the Houfe an opportunity of undcrllanding what 
he had let out with. He, for one, mult have drank deep 
indeed of the river of Oblivion, and fuffeted much from the 
oblivious ftream, when he acknowledged that he could not 
letnemhtr any thing that had pafled in the former debates *f 
this feffion, that could in the fmalfeft degree induce, far lefy 
pledge, their Lordfhips to agree to another armament, with¬ 
out knowing or being informed by thofe who did know, 
what caufe made that meafure neceflary. He conceived it to 
be neither improper nor unfafe for the noble Secretary of 
State to mention to what period or what vote he alluded. 
That fome explanation was neceflary, appeared evident, his" 
Lordfhtp believed, to almoft every noble Lord prefent; and 
whatever information or explanation they were to get at, cer¬ 
tainly mud come with greater weight from the noble Secre¬ 
tary, or fome of his noble colleagues in office, For tlie pre* 
lent, his Lordfhip faid, he would content himfelf with put¬ 
ting this one Ample queftion, fand that was, whether the pre- 
firmament was occaiioned by any fudden and immediate 

$aufe f 
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caufe, or whether it was in confequence of any breach of 
fubflfting alliances with the continental powers in Europe? 

After a paufe for fome minutes, and no anfwer being 
given, # 

Lord Porchcjicr rofe, and ex prefled his indignation at the Lord 
conduit of His Majefty’s Minifters in obftinately perflfting Porcheftsf 
in filence, on a fubjefl which called in his mind fo much for 
Explanation, fxnce it would plunge the country into an ex- 
pen five war on account of powers whofe affairs in no fort 
concerned us. His Lordfhip reprobated in warm terms, the 
projects of the Miniller, and faid, he was almoft tempted to 
v.i(h that France had at ^relent recovered its vigour, that 
/he might have been able to have oppofed fome check to the 
*:areer of his ambition. His Lord/liip cenfured the conven* 
tion of the laft year; and declared, that another of the 
Minifter’s projects, viz. the war in India, a war merely of 
conquest; was in the higheft degree reprehen iible, as he flat¬ 
tered I11 m lei f he fliould be able to prove from the papers on 
the table, when they came to be difcufled next Friday. He 
contended, that the country was incapable of fuppotting the 
expences of a war, that the peafants were ftarving, manu¬ 
factures (hackled, and that tlie revenues then raifed were an 


anticipation of the nerves and finews of pofterity, who were 
to be plundered and deprived of their rights for the purpofe 
of fupporting the fchemes and projects of Minifters, and of 
reftoring the fortrefs of Oczakow to the Turks. To main¬ 
tain “thefe objects of mad ambition, the Minifler, his Lord- 
fhip obferved, was ihaking public credit to its foundation, by 
feizing on the dividends due to the creditors of the date, and 
by exhaufting the trgafure of the country. So convinced 
was he of the folly and impolicy of the meafure, that his 
Lordfhip declared, that he would not only refill it in the firft 
in/lance by his vote that day, but he pledged himfelf to op- 
pofe the fupplies when they fhould be moved for, in order to 
carry the meafure into efte&, and in every other ihape in 
which it might hereafter come before the Houfe. 

The Earl of Carlijlt objected to the addrefs on fimilar Earl *f 
grounds. As the matter flood at prefent, his Lordfhip con- Carlifle. 
tended that it was impoffible for the Houle to know whe¬ 
ther they were then called upon to provide an armament to 
aflift Pruffia in any of her fchemes, or tofupport the Turks. 

They could not vote the addrefs but upon confidence, and 
confidence merely, and he begged to know upon what 
, ground Miniflers called for fuch confidence ? Did they reft 
their claim uypon their conduct lall year? By that conduct 

i ' and by the fubfequent meafures, lie could not tell whether 
the armament which had then taken place, had really been 
treaded to aft againft Spain, or to aflift Sweden. If the 
* la prefent 
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prefent meafure was in contemplation when the King’s fpeech 
was delivered, why did Miniders difarm ? Why not ufe the 
force they then had afloat ? As it was, the fleet had only „ 
ferved to pillage the public, and to make a (how between the 
Hie of Wight and Portihiouth. The Earl faid, if we were 
refolved to enter into continental alliances, we ihoukl have 
made fuch as would have been mod likely to. have proved 
ferviceable to us, and have confidered that Ruffia was the 
natural ally of this country. We had negledted to cultivate 
the friendship of the Emprefs, and now we were going to 
provoke her dill farther. His Lordlhip argued very ttre- 
nuoufly upon the impolicy and the fruitfulnefs of a war 
with Ruflia, and faid, that called'upon, as the noble Secre¬ 
tary of State had been, he ought, out of refpeft to the 
Houfe, to have given an anfwer; but it had been the plan of 
the prefent Miniders to treat that Houfe with lefs refpedl, 
than had been the pra&ice of any of their predeceflors in 
office; they came down, therefore, and without offering 
any explanation of the meafures they propofed, they called 
upon their Lordlhips to give them implicit confidence, and 
vote whatever they defired. His Lordlhip reprobated this 
conduit; and having called upon the noble Secretary to fay 
whether the conduit Miniders were about to purfue, was 
in cotifequence of any obligation they had entered into hy a 
fpecific article of any treaty; he concluded with declaring, 
that he would fupport his noble friend’s amendment. 

Lord Lord Grenville complained of the unfairnefs of taking jul- 
Crenville. vantage of the condu& which a fenfe of his duty obliged 
him to purfue in that Houfe, and imputing to him a difrefpeit 
for the Houfe, becaufe he did not think it incumbent on him 
to anfwer a quedion put to him by an- individual Member. 
No man entertained a more profound refpedt for the Houfe 
than he did; but his Lordlhip faid, he hoped he Ihould not 
fo far forget his duty, in the fituation in which he dood, as 
to anfwer any quedions that might be put to him, the reply 
to which might be productive of confequences prejudicial to 
the public intered. His Lordlhip faid, he did not think 
hitnfelf called upon, by any thing that had been faid, to 
explain, further than he had done in prefacing the motion 
fer the addrefs, which he had the honour to make; and as te 
any other topic that had been introduced in the debate, this 
was not the time for difeufiion. When any fperific motion 
was before the Houfe* relative to continental alliances, or 
any other bufinefs that the adminidration was concerned in. 
His Majedy’s Miniders would always be ready to meet it. 
The duty be owed to his Sovereign, and to his country, at 
prefent prevented him from going more at length into the 
taufes and immediate date of the differences that exided; 

J but" 
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but in anfwer to a queftion put by one noble Lord, he would 
fay, that the war was a war of expediency, and not occa- 
fioned by any treaty that this Court had entered into with 
Pruffia, nor any treaty of alliance with any power what¬ 
ever 1 but he would repeat it, that from tbe prefent exifting 
circumftances, the war was judged expedient. 

Vifcount Stormont rofe to claim the indulgence of the Vifcoant 
Houfe, while he went more fully into the fubjeft. Till now Stormeat. 
his Lordfliip faid, he had avoided going into debate, becaufe 
really there was nothing to debate; Minifters having ftu- 
diouuy avoided giving any thing that had the moft diftant 
appearance of explanation on the great and important bufl- 
nefs to which they called their Lordlhips’ attention. 

T he noble Secretary of State had not yet faid a great 
deal, his Lordfhip obftrved, but he was happy that he had 
gone fo far, though Hill much in the way or explanation 
was wanting, before their Lordlhips could make up their 
minds upon the fvftem which Minifters had adopted. Before, 
however, he entered into any debate, he would beg leave to 
fay a few words upon confidence. But from his opinions 
now, and the iiruations which he had formerly been in, he 
approved of a proper confidence being given ; and he trufted 
it always would be given to tbofe who were entrufted with 
tire executive government, to Ihew, as far as their fyftems 
could be fafely explained, that their condu& merited the 
confidence which they required. How far this was the cafe 
the noble Vifcount faid, their Lordlhips were the heft 
judges; but he could not help thinking it an indignity te 
that Houfe to fee Minifters come down with fuch dan¬ 
gerous propofitions as they had been accuftomed to of late, 
without either offering of their own accord, or giving, 
when particularly called upon fo to do, one 9 word that 
could explain the fyftems they were following, or intide 
them to approbation in any other way, than from that blind 
and deftru&ive confidence, which of all other circumftances 
was the moft likely to bring ruio even upon the beft efta- 
blilhed and happieft conftitution that any country could 
poffibly enjoy. 

His Lor dihip then complimented his noble friends who 
had, by their arguments, drawn from the noble Secretary 
the only matter of confequence which they bad heard from 
Minifters on the fubjefi; and that was, that the war into 
which this unhappy country was plunged, had been brought 
on merely becaufe Minifters, in their fuperior wifdom had 
thought it expedient; at the fame time this expediency, he'oh 
ferveL was of fuch a nature as not to be vifible to any human 
knowledge but theirs, and was to be kept fo fecret and unex¬ 
plained to every body elfe, that their Lordlhips muft ap¬ 
prove 
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prove of it by agreeing to the noble Secretary’s add refs, 
merely from their confidence in Minifters, without any other 
ground or poflibility to found their knowledge of this expe¬ 
diency. 

As far as he could learn, the nob'e Vifcount faid, there 
was a l'yllem of continental alliances perfe£Hy new, adopted 
by administration; fuch as, he believed, no former Cabinet 
had ever thought of. Thi', if it were an improvement, 
might proceed from better information and judgement than 
farmer Cabinets had pofleffed; but being of lb concealed a 
nature, it was iinpoflihle for men to whom it had not been 
better explained, than to him, either to deferibe ir, or argue 
upon it. Neither would he debate upon what public report 
dated to he the grounds of a quarrel, which had terminated 
in war. He fhould he foriy if there was any foundation for 
that report ; hut he doubted much, when the truth came to 
be known, though then it m : ght be too late, that the expe¬ 
diency, which appeared to the noble Secretary, would not 
appear to the Houle, or to the nation. He, on the con¬ 
trary, had reafon to think that it was provoked by the 
haughty and imperious terms which Mitiiflers had demanded 
at the Court of Peterlburgh; and which their vanity had 
Jed them to demand, in a manner no lefs arrogant titan im¬ 
probable to be liftened to; and which had involved them in 
their prefent predicament, they having gone too far either to 
fucceed in their wild and extravagant propofais, or to retreat „ 
without contempt from others, and mortification to theirf**-* 
felves. 

He did not pretend, his Lordlhip faid, to know exactly 
what thefe terms were. It had been currently reported that 
we had demanded that Ruflia fhould give back all that (he 
had obtainediby a fuccefsful war, a propolal that was too ri¬ 
diculous to meet with the lead attention from the Emprefs* 
or from any power, in the fame fituation that Ruflia Bands 
now. With regard to the claim of Ruflia, it was known to 
every barber and newfpaper reader in the country, and a- 
niounted merely to this, the Emprefs wifhed to have the 
pofleifion of Oczakow, to prevent the Turks from entering 
the Crimea, which they could do in an hour’s time, were they 
in poflrffion of both Oczakow and Cherfon. Now this 
claim was made for the exprels and avowed purpofe of efla- 
blifhing and (ecuring peace and tranquillity to thofe coun¬ 
tries, and was certainty, in the eyes of every reafonable 
man, a fair and moderate claim. But what can be faid of 
our fyflem, (who pretend to have the fame tranquil and 
pacific object in view), when we demand that the Emprefs 
fhal! give up OczakoW, and that upon the bare pretence of 
her becoming too powerful as a maritime power, which is ab- 
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furd; becaufe, while Ihe remains in pofXeflton of Sebaftiano>- 
pie, lhe can derive every maritime purpofe, as well as if ihe 
bad both; but, as he had already mentioned, would be fub- 
jedfc to fudden invafions of the Turks into the Crimea, 
which it was our particular intereii and policy, as well as 
hers,* to prevent, if it was wiihed to put an end to a war. 

His Lordfhip faid, he was afraid the terms demanded by 
Minirters had been fo hoftile and offenlive in their nature, 
as to occafion at leafl an angry reply, which had been taken 
in fo haughty a ftyle, as to bring on immediate war and all 
its calamities; confcquences equally deftfu&ive, whether 
brought on by the ambition, or by the blundering of 
His Majefty’s fervants ; and if it was to be confidered in any 
point of view as a war of conqueft, he was fure the policy 
of luch a war would not be acknowledged by any defeription 
of perfous whatever. As they had been told fo far that the 
war refted folely on expediency, he thought this was the 
proper time for their Lordihips to pauie, and endeavoui to 
prevent its going any farther. 

In describing the Emprefs, the noble Vifcount (hid, (lie 
refembled oiir Queen Elizabeth ; not that the refemblance 
went upon all fours, but, like that Queen, Hie was a Princefa 
of a great mind, and found underftanding; of an enter¬ 
prising Spirit, and capable of performing great a&ions. 
Though, he faid, perhaps not in the moil: powerful fituation 
that ever Ihe had been in, yet was fhe not to be looked upon 
•with indifference, or treated with contempt; and here he 
irifroduced to their Lordihips' notice a letter of Lewis XIV. 
to Charles II. written by Monf. Lion, which had the follow¬ 
ing linking paffage, generally known to be dictated, though 
not written, by that monarch : ** t'hat the King of E«- 
“ gland might know his diffrefies and the weakftefs of his 
“ power, but he did not kaow what the ftrength of his 
“ fpirit or the elevation of his mind were.” 

After his Lordfhip had fpoken for a confiderable time, he 
concluded with a folejnn invocation to their Lordihips to 
paufe at this llage of the bufinefs, and think ferioufly on the 
prefent Situation of this country, and the comparative fi¬ 
xation of the continental powers, before they gave any vote 
on the queflion before them. He particularly called their 
Lordihips* attention to the Hate of the affairs in France at 
this moment, and would alk what period in hiftory ever was 
fo favourable for Britilh Minifters to negotiate as this was? 
The only continental power that we ever had to dread, or 
be jealous of for politica^intrigue, for which the French Court 
was always remarkable, being now totally incapacitated from 
giving us the leall caufe for uneafinefs. And here he could 
not help thinking it an extraordinary circuit)fiance, and 

worthy 
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worthy of their Lordfhips* notice, that if France bad been in 
her wonted fplendour and energy, there could be but little 
doubt in their LordQiips* minds hut that government would, 
at the prelent moment, have followed the precife fame mea- 
fure which the Britifh Minifter had now taken. Having 
Rated this very forcibly, and gone through a variety of 
other interefling arguments, his Lordfhip declared, that he 
would join with his noble friends in combating and oppofing 
every Rage of this bulinefs, whether relative to the war 
jtfelf, or to the burthens which might fall upon the country 
in confequence of it; and he concluded with avowing, that 
if he, at this moment, had filled a place in His Majefty’s 
Councils, he would have held the fame opinions, and ex* 
prefled them in the fame words. 

fluke of The Duke of Richmond rofe to declare his fentiments 
Rich- conftitutionally, as a Member of,;Parliament, and not in any 
mot®, other capacity. His Grace then faid, his idea of the foit of 
confidence aflted by Ministers was no moie than was ex- 
prefled, viz. fpr an augmentation of the naval force of the 
country in order to give weight to negotiation; and that in 
agreeing to that, neither he nor any other noble Lord pledged 
himfelf to fupport any fubfequent meafure whatever in the 
fmalleft degree. This was, his Grace faid, llridtly a parlia¬ 
mentary view of the quefliop. With regard to what had 
been faid againil it, he declared he knew not what anfwcr to 
give to mere fuppofitions and cafes hypothetically put. Much 
of what had been faid ftruck him as rather extraordinary; 
for in ll a nee, among other things, that the armament pre¬ 
pared laft year againft Spain, had originally been intended 
for the aid of Sweden. His Grace ohferved, that the afler- 
tion of a noble Vifcount, of every barber being acquainted 
with the'Verms on which Ruflla would make peace, was ra¬ 
ther unfortunate for his Lord Hi ip, as the barber would he in 
pofleflion of much better information than the noble Vif- 
count, his ftatement being completely erroneous of the 
Emprefs being inclined to make peace by relinquifhmg all 
the advantages {he had gained, excepting Akerman and 
Oczakow. His Grace next advened to an obfervation 
made by a noKle Lord, which was, why, if Minifters knew 
or expected that this armament would be neceflary fo foot)* 
did they dilband the failors ? The anfwer he would give, 
was, that when the fleet were difmantled, and feamen dif> 
banded lad autumn, it was at a time that they could not 
have been of any poflible ufe to the country, and would 
only, by keeping them in pay during the winter, have crc-t 
ated an additional expence, and this he confidered a fuffi- 
cient reafon for what had been done. His Grace then en¬ 
tered curforily into many of the arguments of the noble* 

Lords'* 



Lords who fpoke before hitd) dfatS' replied to tfiemtft fome 
length, particularly noticing Lord Porchefter’s with re- 
fpecting France; and concluded with referring to what he 
had fat out with; viz. his declaration, that in voting for 
the addrefs, he pledged bimfelf for no one meafure to be 
proposed in confequence. 

Lord Porchefter rofe to explain, and re-worded what he 
had faid.refpeding France being able to check the career of 
„ the Minifter’s projedl s. 

Lord Loughborough rofe next, and began with faying, Lord 
that to the proportion of the noble Duke he gave his cordial Lough- 
afient. He Ihould he ready, he faid, to yield all oppofi- borough, 
tion to the motion for the addrefs, if the true parliamentary 
and contiitutional ground taken by the noble Duke were 
adopted by the Houfe; that they were not to he confidered 
as pledged, in the moll diftant degree, by the addrefs of 
thanks to His Majefty, for any meafure that ihould be taken 
by Miniilers in the negotiation with Ruffin, to give ftrength 
and efficacy to which His Majefty th light it wife to make 
an addition to the navat ftrength of the kingdom. His 
Lordfhip obferved, that it was confiitutional and parlia¬ 
mentary language, and he adopted it implicitly. Undoubt¬ 
edly they ought not to be pledged by a vote of thanks for 
His Majefty’s gracious meflage, to any thing but a declara¬ 
tion of their readinefs to give flicngth to his negotiation. 

They ought not to be pledged to countenance the exertion of 
that force haftily, nor to be committed on any one meafure 
—sHjjjch His Majefty’s Minifiers might take in confequence of 
this addrefs. But while lie heard the noble Duke thus de¬ 
clare, in true confiitutional language, what would take off 
much of his objefl ion to the motion, he could not forget the 
. arguments ufed by ihe noble Secretary of State, who made 
it. The noble Lord, in popofing the addrefs qf thanks, 
faid, that the meafure of His Majefty’s interference in the 
war between Ruffia and the Porte, and the purport of the 
mefiap;e now delivered to the Houfe, was clearly pointed out 
in Hk Majefty’s moll giacious fpeech from the throne, on 
the opening of the feffion ; and that the Houfe had counte¬ 
nanced the meafure by their addrefs of thanks for that 
fpeech, and by their refolution for the number of feamen to 
be employed for the fervice of the year, as the number it 
feems was greater than the regular peace eftablifiiment. The 
noble Lord thus changed the ground from that taken by the 
noble Duke; for he thus ftated that their Lordlhips were 
prepared for what had happened, and that they were com¬ 
mitted by what they had done. He begged leave to deny, 
that in the fpeech of His Majefty on the opening of the 
fefiion, there was any reference that could juftify thejgouclu- 
Vol. XXX. K lions 



fions'drawn fay^he noble Secretary. The fpeech alluded to 
the feparate peace that,had been made between Sweden and 
Ruflia. Certainly the noble Lord did not mean to fay, that 
that peace had been brought about by the mediation of His 
Majefty, It mentioned indeed that His Majefty's endea¬ 
vours had been fuccefsful in reftoring peace between the 
Emperor and the Porte. But there was no intimation given 
that His Majefty had refolved, by an armed mediation, to 
reftore genera] peace to Europe, much leiV did the ad'drels of 
thanks countenance any fuel) ad million. Thar the marine 
force was greater than the regular peace eftabhlhmem, was 
accounted for naturally by Minifters. ain abrupt termina¬ 
tion of the difpule with Spain, prevented them on the hid¬ 
den from difarniing the fhips. The fquadron of Admiral 
£ornifh was at a diftance, and therefore, for a time at leaft, 
it was ftaied that the maritime force muft neceftarily be 
larger. But fo far were Minifteis from infpiring the nation 
with an idea that we might ftill have occalion for force, or 
that the British Court was fo be involved in the politics of 
the north, their language, th£ir actions, were calculated to 
give the contrary convidtion. 

Now, however, his Lordfhip faid, the words of the 
King’s fpeech, on the opening of the feffion, and the addrefs, 
were ftaled as grounds of information anil pledge. Ought 
not their Lordfhips, from this fadt, to he guarded in what 
they now did? For fomething more than what the noble 
Duke required, was required by others; and without a 
fy liable of information, without having otle word commu¬ 
nicated to them of the neceflity, the expediency, or 'five 
wildotn of the meafure, they were to be pledged to a preli¬ 
minary adt that led to a pofitive aggreftion again ft Ruflia, 
Before noble Lords went this length, furely it would be pru¬ 
dent in them to deliberate. It would be wife to reflect be¬ 
fore they hid an adb fo calculated to involve their country in 
the calamities of war, to afk themfolves by what provocation, 
from what neceflity, or for what end they were thus to en¬ 
gage in a war at the moft remote part of Europe, againft 
that power of Europe, who had ever been called the natural 
ally of England. 

His Lordfhip proceeded to ohferve, that it was a matter of 
moft ferious confideration to every noble Lord, by what fa¬ 
tality it was, that year after year, wc were thus to be in¬ 
volved in difputes with every power, in eviry quarter of the 
world. W ere they thus to travel on in this courfeof blind 
and irrational confidence, yielding an implicit obedience to 
every fcheme of Mjnifters, what muft be the relult to the 
kingdom? He did not hefitate to fay, that this meafure, 
Unexplained as it was, amqunted directly to an aggreftion 
• * again ft 
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againft Ruffia; for His Majefty, it feems, had fent a mandate 
to the Court of Peterfburgh, to which the Emprefs had not 
thought proper to yield. He was now to enforce that man* 
date by arms. ]f fhe perfifted in refufing his mediation, the 
kingdom was either to retreat, or to follow up their itn* 
perious menace by war. 

The noble and learned Lord, here exhibited a picture of 
this horrid fpirit of infolence and ambition, which had 
fprung up in His Majefty’s Councils, and hurried them to 
excelles in every quarter of the world, that muft terminate 
in the ruin of the Empire. Like a beaft of prey, his Lord* 
fhip laid, we fecured every quarter of the globe for vidtims. 
He would not fay, that his indignation was roufed ; he was 
jme to a time of life not favourable to an emotion fo high; 
but it was with aflonilhment and horror that he faw the 
fyllein of the King’s Mmillers taking a general fweep of ail 
nations and kingdoms; meddling, irritating, and infulting 
in one place; in another, diredtly and avowedly rearing up 
the power of the Empire, to crufh and exterminate. Thus, 
in the prefenr inflance, we were to be involved with Ruflia, 
for.no caufe which Miniftc-rs could ailign, and with no bene¬ 
ficial tendency that they haJ explained. And lie hazard¬ 
ed an unqualified declaration, his Lordlhip faid, that we 
tfa us provoked the Emprefs unjuftly, and without caufe, to 
waft and were the guilty aggrefifors. In like manner, but 
with Hill more unpardonable guilt, his Lordfhip faid, (and 
he pledged himfelf that it fihould be proved incontrovertibly 
to their Lordlhips), that in India we had not only made a 
direct aggreflion, bht had entered into a treaty with the 
Mahrattas and the Nizam, to exterminate Tippib Sultan, 
and to make a partition of his country. This partition, 
his Lordlhip find, was a diredt avowed article of the treaty ; 
and lie would pledge himfelf to prove that this projedt, 
which had ambition alone for its bafis, was dictated from 
England. Could we expedt, alked his Lordlhip, to be fuf* 
fered by enlightened Europe to proceed in this courfe? On 
turning our eyes to the melancholy condition of our own re- 
fources, could we fancy it pofiihle that the people could en¬ 
dure the burdens to be heaped upon them ? Let their 
Lordlhips, faid the jioblc and harned Lord, look back to the 
low, eleemofynary, and yet 1110ft oppreffive meafures of 
finance, to which, for the laft projedt of his ambition, the 
Minifter had had recourfe; an attack on the poor but 
wholefome beverage of the yeomanry; of that large and 
valuable defeription of perfons, who, without difparagement 
to the manufacturers, were of more confequence to the 
country than any other part of the community. The tax 
lately impofrd upon them, his Lordlhip laid, amounted to a 
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complete tenth of their annual beverage; and thus their 
vigour was to be deftroyed, their comforts withdrawn ; and, 
though it was fd much the true policy of the ftate to preferve 
the health of this valuable order of the people, they were to 
be deprived, for fix weeks in the year, by the operation of 
this tax, of a drop of beer to invigorate, or to lweeten their , 
toil. Could their Lord (hips flatter themfelves that this 
could continue; or that a 1 'yftem of general outrage, of 
inad ambition, of conqueft, and of depredation, could bo 
maintained by fuch refouices? 

His Lordihip faid, he did not wi(h to en*er into any detail 
or eulogium on the mcafures of the National AlF*mbly of 
France; but furely their magnanimous, and truly political 
declaration, that they would for ever avoid wars on fpecula- 
tive and theoretical points, ought to have fuggefted to us a 
wife and more elevated fyftein than that which we had 
lately purfued. The revolution irr France prefented to us 
the means of reducing our eftablifoments, of ealing the 
people, and of fecuring to them, for a length of years, the 
b’.eflings of peace. But inflead of this, without provocation, 
we ranfacked the moil obfeure corners for enemies. We de¬ 
parted even from the old fyfleni of connections, which ex¬ 
perience had pointed out as the moil congenial to England, 
and a new balance was to be given to Europe. Lord 
Loughborough concluded with faying, that if the 
Secretary had ilated to their Lord (hips that a treaty had 
been entered into between His Majefty and the King of 
Pruflia, or that engagements had been contracted, which, 
whether wife or thecontrary, now forced fhe nation to exercife 
its arms, ( the queilion would have bren materially different, 
and their Lordihips might perhaps have been willing to adopt 
what they had had no (hare in advifing; but the noble Secre¬ 
tary had explicitly declared, that His Majefty was bound by 
no treaties, and by no engagements whatever; and that the 
meafure now propofed, was to be adopted from no other mo¬ 
tive than that of expediency. Their Lordihips, he obferved, 
were thus left completely to the txercife of their own under- 
ftanding, and being difentangled and free, it became them to 
deliberate before they plunged their country, enfeebled and 
exhaufted as it was, into the horrors and expence of a war; 
and to countenance which, not one fyllable had been faid to 
illuftrate the expediency it was placed on. 

Ld* Chan- The Lord Chanctllor left the woolfack, and after premifing 

•dlor. that he would take up but little of their Lordihips time, ob¬ 
ferved that he could not avoid remarking on the very extra- 
ordinary language which had been held by noble Lords, as to 
the refpedl and decorum of that Houfe. It was thought, 
he faid, that if an individual Lord alked a queilion, the ob- 
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vious anfwer to which might violate the fanftity of His Ma- 
jefty’s Council, a juft unwillingnefs to anfwer fuch queftioo 
was cpnftrued into difrefpcft to the body. His Lordihip con* 
felled, he could not perceive the propriety of this remark. 

' Noble. Lords, a (king questions, merely for the fake of ar- 
, gument, ought not to attribute the (ilence of Minifters to dif- 
refpeft either to themfelves individually, or to the Houfe 
colleftively; fince Minifters could alone be the proper judges 
of what it was fafe to difclofe. Before it could be fairly faid, 
that their filence was difrefpe&ful, it fhould firftJbe (hewn 
that the queftion, which they declined to anfwer, was adopted 
by the Houfe. 

The meflage, his Lordftiip laid, was a clear, diftinft propo¬ 
rtion, which required no other matter, and no other infor¬ 
mation, to enable their Lordfhips to do all that was required 
of them by the motion. His Majefty fignified to the Houfe 
that his mediation for peace had failed, and, that he thought 
it advifeable, to give ftreng'h to his negotiation, to make an 
addition to the naval force of the kingdom. This meafurc, 
in its very nature, called for confidence, fince in arming, the 
Houfe invefted the Minifters with power, for the exercife of 
which they were refponlible. The queftion was fimply then 
a matter of confidence. Some nohle Lords might be indtf- 
y ofed to truft Minifters; others might have full confidence 
- ijjUienv; and they would feverally aft upon the difpofitions 
which they felt. But for his part he agreed perfeftly with 
what had fallen from the noble Duke, that no noble Lord 
was pledged to the approbation and fupportof any one meafure, 
which Minifters might take, in pursuance of the confidence 
-* thus placed in them. • 

But, perhaps, his Lordfhip faid, it might be right to take 
into their view the objeft of this armament. The treaty 
with Pruffia was purely defenfive; but yet in his humble con¬ 
ception, and on fubjefts of ftate, he begged to be underftood 
that he fpoke with deference to ftatefmen ; a liberal and broad 
conftruftion was to be made of treaties, even of a defenfive 
nature. It was their duty to enter into the views, and to 
take part in the interefts of their ally, without a rigid ad¬ 
herence to the mere letter of the con t raft. For in fiance, if 
it (hould he clearly feen that the Ruffians, by their conquefts, 
were fur rounding the whole of Poland, and acquiring by 
that means an atciendancy in the republic, injurious to Pruffia; 
nay, that fhe was ftretching herfelf out fo as to trench upon 
the Emperor; he thought, that it ought to be theconduft of 
a good ally, to enter into the views of Pruffia, and flop a 
career that fo materially threatened her interefis. For in hie 
opinion, his Lordftiip faid and with becoming fubmiffion to 
tHe fuperior knowledge of the noble Vifcount as a ftatefman, 
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the intrigues of France had never afiTumed a bold, a manly, 
nor a political afpedl. They were, in his mind, a tiffue of 
political fopperies, as diflant from true wifdom, as from mo¬ 
rality and honour. In nothing was this more manifeil, than 
in the ufe which Jhe had made of Turkey. She had de¬ 
graded the Ortoman Porte into a mere inftrument, which fhe 
had employed in moft difreputable projects, always dif- 
creditablc to hctfeif, and always injurious to the Turks. 
The Chancellor concluded with faying, that he was by no 
means of opinion, that the Turks were not capable «f being 
made highly fervi cable to England; and he could not yield 
to the cora.non opinion, that Ruflfia was the natural ally of 
England. If ihe wt re the natural ally, Ihe had a&cd in a very 
unnatural manner. 

Vifeount Vi r coum Stormont laid, in explanation, that he certainly 

Stormont, never would defire any Miniiler to violate the confidential 
fee rets of office; but when Minillers came forward, and 
' called on Pailiament to involve the country in war with an 
old friend, (he mull not, he found, ule the proper phrafe of 
natural ally) upon a pretext of expediency, it fu rely was not 
too much to defire refpe&fully that they would explain the 
expediency to the Houfu. The noble and learned Lord had 
given fuch a latitude to a treaty purely defenfive, as he ac¬ 
knowledged himfelf to be utterly unacquainted with before* 
We were, faid the Vifeount, according to the noble and leSpRT 
ed Lord, to enter into all the projedts of our ally, and to 
abet his views; fo that whether he was the aggreflbr or the 
injured party, whether he was the aflailant or the fufferer* 
we were to bq bound by a treaty purely defenfive, to make a 
common £aufe with him, and fo at this moment we might fie 
actually at war; for if the rumour were true, that his troops 
had begun their march, wc had it not in our power to retreat 
from our engagement. The noble and learned Lord, faid 
the Vifeount, confiders the diplomatic talents of France as 
unworthy of praife. For ray part, continued his Lordfhip, 

I neither covet to be a Member of the Cabinet, nor of the 
affembly of France; but if I were, 1 fhould not hlufh to 
fubmit their negotiations at foreign Courts to the teft of 
comparifon with thofe of England; particularly with thole* 
which have, of late, been entered into by the latter. 

Marquis The Marquis of Lanfdowne Ircgan with faying, that it was 
•f Lanf- a maxim in war, which had been ohferved by all great Ge- 
4 ewp. nerals, that the fame firatagems ought not to he too fre¬ 
quently repeated, left they ihouid become too common, and. 
lofe their efffcft. This maxim in the prefent circumrtances, 

' the- Marquis faid, was, perhaps, worthy the attention of the 

Miniftry. It might happen, that a meifiige might be fent 
from HisMajefty, requiring the approbation and fupport of 
4 certain 



certain meafures. It nigKt^tbt likewifis, that the Mi¬ 
llers, from pretended motives of expediency and convenience, 
might decline giving any account of the nature and tendency 
of thefe meafures; but might pledge themlelves fox their 
public necefiity and ulefulnets, and hold.themlelves out as 
bound to be accountable u itii their heads for therefult. On 
the fafth of fuel. aiiuranccs, a vote ot credit might be given ; 
the feffion of Pailument might be nearly at an uid, and hof- 
tilities might be threatened to be commenced. A peace after¬ 
wards might be patched up, and the people, too happy to 
have puichafed it at any rate, might forbear all future inquiry 
relative to the circumftances which had attended the difturb- 
ance, or the conduit which had been purfurd in effe&ing the 
pacification. But though this 'might he the cafe, when we 
had to contend with a nation, alarmed for the fafety of its 
Acapulco veileis, and wnofe lupport was derived from the 
mines of Mexico and Peru, yet we were not to hope that 
fuch meafures would always lead to an iflue equally pacific. 
1 he prefent miniflry, he remarked, had appeared to have 
changed their lyftem; a change which was fo much more the 
deplorable, as of the various fyftems which had to night been 
brought forward, there was none which they teemed decilively 
to have adopted. 

The Marquis faid, he was far from wifhing to infinuate 
that the Minifters were defirous of war, or could have any 
inclination to engage the nation in hojl.lities: on the con* 
trary he rather thought, from the prefent iituation of affairs, 
that th e_jy|in ifters would be averle to war. and anxious to 
aVCTid all meafures which might lead to hoflilities. This 
conclufion he was inclined to adopt, from the increaling and 
almod intolerable load of public burdens, and the poverty 
wlvch had lately appeared of refources. Taxes had been 

n ofed, the molt oppreffivc on the iruiuitrious poqj, which 
not only pinched their narrow circumftances, but even 
impaired their means of fubiiltence, and had left them in the 
country to ftifP.m all the hardlliips of poverty and fa¬ 
mine. 

'1 he poverty of re-lources, the noble Marquis continued, 
was another proof of the reduced Itave of the nation, and its 
incapacity to fuitain the expemes of a war; and consequently 
might be fuppofed to be a rrafon, why Miniflers would not 
chufe to hazard a mealure, for which they were fo ill pre¬ 
pared. He did not mean, he laid, to detraft any thing 
from the merits of thofe, whole duty it was to point out re¬ 
fources, he was inclined to give them the credit of the 
highell abilities; hut this would only Biew what poor fhifts 
had become neceflary, from the exhaufled flare of the na¬ 
tional refources. Even if the income of the country was, as 

the 
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the flow progrefs which bed been made in'faybig off the an* 
funded debt, and other circumftances, (hewed that the reve¬ 
nue was by no means in a flourishing date; and in the event 
of a war, the Marquis (aid he was (irmly perfuaded that mftft 
happen to this country, which would have happened to 
France, if it had not been poflefled of the Church Lands, 
the Royal domains, and the exemptions of the nobility. 
Thefe had amounted to about two hundred millions, a futn 


etfual to its expenditure. 


which enabled them to di(charge their debt. 

But in cafe, he faid, of a fimilar convulfion, this coun¬ 
try was not poflefled of equal refources. With regard to the 
property of the church, every part of it was, in his opinion, 
neceffary to the maintenance of the clergy, if it were pro¬ 
perly divided. The Royal domains were nothing; and the 
exemptions of the nobility we did not poflefs; fo that, in 
cafe of the event which he had dated, the inevitable refult 
mud be a national bankruptcy. At prefent the Bank of 
Amflerdam, to which we truded for fupport, had received a 
fatal blow in its credit; their Eaft-India Company was bank¬ 
rupt, and the bills of theii Weft-India Company were fel¬ 
ling at a difeount of about a third. 

It (hould be considered, the Marquis faid, to what degree of 
confidence Minifters were entitled, who had fo recently, in 
a former indance, betrayed the confidence repofed in them, 
and who, if they fhould again receive it, might befuppofed, 
on the prefent occafion, to employ it wildly and wantonly. 
Ruflia was by no means fuch an antagonid as Sp-.b*. 
people, indead of being indolent and weak, were active and 
hardy ; indead of gold and filver, they were poflefled of iron. 
The late King of Pruffia, the greateft hero and politician of 
the age, whofe authority was very high in every quedion of 
war, datsj, that nothing could be more unprofitable tha'n . 
an enmity with Ruflia; and that there wa"s no country, 
whofe enmity could be more hurtful, or from which an an- 
tagonift could receive lefs advantage. It could not be at¬ 
tacked in its capital, whild there was no country more ca¬ 
pable of annoyance and defence. Should a war take place, 
it would he expe£led that we (hould accompany the King of 
Pruffia with a fleet to Peterfburgh. And in that cafe, it 
wou'd he neceffary to procure gallies, as our great (hips 
could be of no fervice. Thefe wc mud purchafe from the 
King of Sweden, who having experienced our neutrality, 
and being fendhle of his own value from his immediate conti¬ 
guity to Ruflia, would take care to encharce the price of 
his favours. And ag we had paid to the King of Pruffia a 
fuhfidy of8oo,oool. for his alliance, perhaps it would be ne- 
•efiary to pay a larger fum to the King of Sweden; who, 

confciouff 
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confcious of the advantage which he derived from the pre¬ 
fen t iituation of affairs, would expedt to receive a fum Calla¬ 
ble to his own ftill greater importance. 

When we were once engaged in a war, the Marquis faid, 
the coafideration of expence no longer became an objed. 
Mo Lcrifice was to be made to a trifling faving; nor could 
the lengths to which we might go be afcertained, as they 
tould only be regulated by our fuccefs. It would furely hie 
confidered as very bad policy to protradl a war for the fake of 
conducing it upon an osconomical plan. It was this idea 
which the late Lord Chatham had pointedly ridiculed, when 
he talked of Mr. Legge’s wars at the rate of five millions a 
year. Much had been faid of the late Lord Chatham; and 
it might here be properly remarked that .he conftantly repro¬ 
bated all connexion between this country and Turkey. The 
reafon which he affigned was, that Turkey was an Afiatic 
flate, and to form treaties with it, and enter into its views, 
would be a fource of endlefs confufion. In any war which 
we fhould have occaflon to carry on with Ruflia, we fliould 
find ourfelves deprived of all thole advantages which we 
were apt to appropriate from our Iituation, and boaft of as 
peculiarly our own. The Ruffians were qualified to match 
us at fea. By lending them our officers, we had enabled 
them to contend with ourfelves. 1 he Ruffian failors, it is 
true, were rude and ignorant, but they flood fite like pillars 
of flone or flocks of wood. Nothing could be conceived 
fritts ilffmlfcil than a Ruffian engagement at fea, Perfonal 
courage was of no avail. The chara&ers of our feamen 
could not Hand us in any flead; tbeie was only battery op- 
pofed to battery. Another circumflance from which we 
lhould encounter the Ruffians with confuleraLle difadvantage, 
Was, that we fhould have to contend with thegp on their 
own teas. There were none of our Admiials who were ac¬ 
quainted with the Baltic, except one, who, it was probable, 
would not be employed. In the Black Sea we had equally to 
overcome the difficulties of inexperience in oppofing tliofe 
who were completely verfed in its navigation. It was a cu¬ 
rious dodlrine that had been advanced, that we were bound 
not only to fupport our allies, hut likewife thofe who might 
be connected with them. On this principle we were hound 
to protedl the Fmperorof Germany, who finely was fuf- 
ficiently qualified to take care of himfelf; and alfo the king¬ 
dom of Poland. This, perhaps, was lather a new inference, 
and it demanded fome confidetation, whether it could be 
adopted with prudence in its confequuices. 

The Marquis concluded a long fpeech, with bhferving that 
it would certainly be ftiange, if, with the example of 1'ranee 
before them, and the inftances of confidence which were 
Vox.. XXX. L then 
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then repofedm the fubjeCts, the popple here fhould be led to 
vote the approbation and fnpport of tneafures, of whofe cir- 
eamftahces and tendency they were ignorant. The .French 
hadfirft fet the example of a liberal and enlightened policy; 
the influence of which, it was to be hoped, would not be 
loft on this country, and would extend to the othet nations 
of Europe. They haddifclaimed all views of ambition and 
defire of conqueft, and referred themfelves no pretext to en¬ 
gage in war, except from the motive of felf-defence. He by 
no means wifhed, hefaid, to import into this country all the 
principles of the French revolution. The French had con- 
fidered their conftitution as an old Houfe, which it was ne- 
ceflary to rebuild. Our confiitution was likewife an old 
Houfe; but it contained excellent apartments, and required 
only to be repaired, and fecund from the inclemency of the 
feafons. 


Duke of The Duke of Leeds faid, he fhould bold him felf unpardon- 
Leeds. able, ftaudii g in the fituation of one of His Majefty’s ad vifers, 
if he were to content himfelf with giving a filent vote. T he 
noble Marquis, his Grace observed, had began his fpeech 
‘with at military allufion, and had talked of the firatageins of 
Miniflers. He wifhed that the noble Marquis would have 
pointed out what particular conduct of His Majefty’s fer- 
vants it was, on which he had grounded that imputation. 
A great deal had been faid upon the necefiity of Miniflers 
ftating fome of the leading circumflances which had occa- 
fionedHis Majefty’s meflage; he fhould however, mo ft car- 
neftly requeft that noble Lords would forbeai "urging any 
queftions on that head, fince His Majefty’s fervatits could 
not afford the fatisfa&ion required, without a direCt breach 
of their duty, tending to produce very mifchievous confe- 
quences. They defired to be left to anfwer for their conduct,, 
and hefoT one, was ready to incur the imputation of obfli- 
nate filence and every reflection of that fort, rather than 
prove himfelf criminal and guilty, 'by departing from that 
lineof conduCfr, which was properly the province of the ex¬ 
ecutive Government. The Duke complimented Lord Lanf- 
down on the cflential good he had done h.s country in the 
years 1782, 1783, and particularly in the eace which he 

had made; at which time, his Grice Lid, he was more in the 
habits of' connection with the noble Marquis than he had 
fince been. His Grace alfo took notice of what had fallen 


from LordCarlifle relative to the armament of laft year, and 
faid, he could not help being furprized at the ohfervation of 
the noble Earl, that the armament had been defigned for the 
North, when, exclufive of its obvious and avowed objeCt, if 
he had reflected on the time of the year, the noble Earl would 
have recollected, that in the nature of things, what he had 

, fuggefted, 
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fuggefted, wa* highly improbable The, Duke coneladed 
with repeating his exhortation to their Lordfhipsnotio profs 
farther obfervations refpedting the grounds of the mef&ge. 

The Earl of Carlille rofe again, and Paid a few words in 
explanation of that part of his fpeech to which the Duke of 
Leeds had alluded. 

The Marquis of Town/end, in a fhort fpeech, fupported the Marquis 
arguments again ft the addrefs. His Lftrdfliip began with de- of Town-, 
daring, that he could not in his opinion vote for the addrefs, f eR d* 
without at the fame time pledging himfelf to fupport the mea- 
fures that might be propofed in confequence. His Lord- 
fliip alfo confirmed what Lord Lanfdown and Lord Lough¬ 
borough had faid, relative to the diftrefies of the poor. He 
reafoned Jikewife about the terms of the treaty with Pruifia, 
and feveral other topics; but his Lordfhip fpoke in fo low a 
tone, as not to be heard diftin£Hy at any confiderable dif- 
tanre. 

Contents (with Proxies) 97; Not Contents, Ditto, 34. 

'1 he Houfe adjourned. 

JVednefday , 30 th March . 

Earl Fitzwilliam role in his place, and faid, that as the Earl Fit* 4 
treaty between Great Britain and Pruflia had been for a con- william, 
fidcrable time on the table, but never yet difi ufied, he would 
move “ that the faid treaty be taken into confideration next 
“ F rida the Lords fummoned.” 

Bora Grenville acknowledged that he was not fufficiently Lord 
verfed in the furms and orders of the Houfe, to know whe- Grenville, 
ther he could regularly oppofe the motion in that early ftage; 

.hut as no ground whatever had been laid by the noble Earl 
•for bjs motion, he took the earlieft opportunity of giving no¬ 
tice that he would oppofe ir, as foon as the forms of the Houfe 
would allow. 

Lord Stormont faid, it was evident the noble Secretary of Lord 
State was unacquainted w ith the forms of the Houfe, fince as Stormont, 
the treaty with Pruflia was on the table, it was competent 
to the Houfe, or to any noble Lord, a Member of the Houfe, 
to move whenever he thought proper, that it be taken into 
cqpfideration; and fo much was a motion of that kind a mat¬ 
ter of courfe, that it was fcarcely a matter of debate. 

Loid Grenville replied, that he muft beg leave to proteft Lord 
again ft the dodtrine laid down by the noble Lord* He de-Grenville, 
nied, that any fuch rule of proceeding exifted in either Houfe 
, of Parliament, as that an individual Member could bring on 
any fubjedl at his option, and that if the motion referred to a 
paper on the table, it was not even to be debated. The 
Houfe alone could order any fuch paper to be coiiftdered, and 
not an individual Member. 

„J L a 


Lord 




■ Lord 
Loughbo¬ 
rough. 


Ld.Chan 

ccilor. 


Lord 

Loughbo 

rough. 




, A. 1791. 

Lord Loughborough iaid» that in the cafe of a mjotion rela¬ 
tive to a paper on the table or otherwife, the Houfe had un¬ 
doubtedly the paramount authority; and though it was com¬ 
petent to any noble Lord to move the confederation of any 
given fubje£t, the Houfe, by voting the previous queftion, 
might prevent fuch confederation. But he wifhed their 
Lordfhips to recoiled!, that in the debate the preceding even¬ 
ing, it had been diftin&ly Anted, from high authority, that 
the meafure com indicated by His Majefty’s meffage, was 
.adopted, not in confequence of the condition of any treaty, 
but merely as a matter of expediency. Not being inclined, 
his Lordfhip faid, to queftion the noble Secretary of State’s 
authority, he, among other noble Lords, who were not in 
perfedt recolle&ion of all the terms of the treaty, had been 
difpofed to give him credit for fo explicit an affertion ; but 
from what had been fuggefted afterwards in the courfeof the 
debate, and efpecially from what had fallen from the noble 
and learned prefident of that Houfe, the noble and learned 
Lord on the woolfack, relative to the definition of defenfive 
treaties, as to their fair and liberal conilrudtion, oppofed to 
the ftridk interpretation of them according to their letter, and 
as bearing upon the treaty with Pruflia, doubts of the fad! 
had been entertained by him, and by other Lords who took 
part in the debate; and thefe doubts, his Lordfhip obferved, 
were nor a little increafcd by their having learnt, that day, 
through a medium certainly not always to be relied on, but 
generally fufficiently correct as to the fubftanq^atfNfctn ano¬ 
ther place it had been broadly ftated, that the foundation of 
His Majefty’s meffage was an exprefs ftipulation by treaty. 
It appeared therefore neceffnry, that fuch doubts ihould be 
cleared up and afeertained. 

• Th t^JLord Chancellory in reply, faid that it was extrettiely 
unpleafant to he called upon to explain what had been ad¬ 
vanced by him in a former day's debate; but from the frame 
of fpeaking that he had then adopted, and from his recol- 
le&ion, he could not hut think that nothing had fallen from 
him, which could in the fmalleft; degree countenance the fug- 
geftion of the noble and learned Lord. In fpeaking of de¬ 
fenfive treaties, his Lordfhip faid he had difeuffed the prin¬ 
ciples of fuch treaties as defenfive only, and had in terms tfx- 
prcfsly called his argument, an argument on the theory of 
defenfive treaties; but he had not find one word of the treaty 
with Pruffia. 

Lotd Loughborough admitted, that what the noble and 
learned Lord how ftated, was corre£lly what he had faid in 
the debate of the preceding evening, but, as theory, without 
being exemplified, was fcarcely intelligible, in another part of 
the noble and learned Lord’s fpeech, in alluding to Ruffin’s 

keeping 
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keeping Oczakow and Akerman in their hands, the noble 
and learned Lord had argued, in order to prove, that Pruffia 
might be afie&ed, if the Emprefs, by extending her arms 
and her conqueils fo as to forround the North, the Eaft, and 
part of the South Eaft of Poland, ard that, in fuch a fitua- 
tion of affairs, Pruffia might have juft caufe for apprehen- 
fions. 1 hat part of the noble and leai ncd Lord’s fpeech. 

Lord Loughborough faid, he had conftdcred as an example 
immediately illuftrative of the fair and liberal conftrudtion of 
the Pruftian treaty, which the noble and learned Lord’s 
theoretical definitonof defenfive treaties appeared to goto. 

1 he Lotd Chancellory in his turn, admitted that the noble Ld.Chta- 
and learned Lord’s quotation from his fpeech was correct, «dlor. 
but the noble and learned Lord had not, his Lordfhip faid, 
been equally corredfc in his application of the exttadfc, that he , 
had recited. The Lord Chancellor then reminded the 
Houfe, that as it had been alferted in the courfe of the de¬ 
bate, not only that we could not be aft died by Ruffia’s hold¬ 
ing Oczakow and Akerman, beftdes the two provinces, which * 

her Imperial Majefty, iri her moderation, as it had been ftated, 
had determined to keep in her pofleflion, but alfo that Pruf- 
fia had no caufe for apprehenfion on that account, he had 
put the cafe in the manner ftated by the noble and learned 
Loid; but he had again and again, perhaps rather tirefomely, 
taken pains in the courfe of his fpeech, to guard their Lord- 
fhips againft the poflibility of their confidering him to bear- 
a view to the application of what he faid to the 
treaty with Prufiia; and, in order to lead then I ordfhips* 
minds to that idea, he had more than once, in the coui fe of 
^his fpeech, declared that he was ftating the general princi¬ 
ples of defer)five*treaties, without any intended application 
to apy particular cafe, and the reafon he had ddtie fo was to 
avoid being drawu into that couife of debate which he per¬ 
ceived the fubjeft to have taken. 

After a few words fr m Lord Grenville, the queftion 
was put, “ that the Lords he fummoned for I'Vidy next.” 

Ordered. • 

The order of the day having been read for taking into con- 
(ideration Lord Rawdon’s adjourned motion of Monday laft, 

“ That a Committee be appointed to inquire into the income 
“ and expenditure, from 178610 1789,” and no noble Lord 
riling for a fecond or two, Lord Raw don faid, that having 
on Monday laft ftated the grounds on which he had moved 
for the Committee, and having, at the fuggeftion of the no¬ 
ble Secretary of State, and ip order to avoid the imputation 
of taking the Houfe bv furpri7.e, confented to defer the de¬ 
bate to this day, he conceived it was not neceftary for him to 
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fay ?ny thing before he bed heard, the objections to lias motion, 
if any fitch were entertained. 

Ld.Chan- The Lord Chancellor , from the woolfack, faid, it was a 
ceiler. matter of courfe, under fuch an adjournment of a debate, 
that the Houfe {hould 'again be put in mind of the grounds On 
which the motion had been retted. 


Lord Lord Rawdon faid, that he had aflerted, and was ready to 
Rawdon. prove his afiertion, that no part of the national debt had been 
diminiihed. There was, indeed, an appearance of paying 
off part of the funded debt; but in order to difcharge this, 
debt had been contracted in another quarter; but the faCt 
that there harf remained any furplus from the receipt of the 
country, to difcharge its debt, was not true. On proving 
this, he would pledge his own political character, as he 
-/hould alfo reckon that of tb£ noble Lord interetted in 


proving the contrary. The noble Secretary was to recot- 
ie£t, that he was to meet him on no lighter terms than 
thefe—that whichfoever of them {hould be found to have de¬ 


ceived. the Public, ought to be held degraded as a political 
character ever after; for in fuch a cafe as the prefent, no al¬ 
lowance was to be made for error ; the matter was too im¬ 
portant to the feelings and interetts of the Public, for any 
man to be at liberty to make affertions upon it lightly. 

The noble Secretary, his Lordfhip faid, had been Chairman 
of the Committee of Finance in the Lower Houfe, and had 
been poffefled of ail the information that Government could 
fupply. In that Houfe, Lord Rawddn faid, he fiaa caned 
for, and under the authority of their Lordfhips had received, 
every document ueceffary to decide the queftion. Papers - 
lay on the table. To invettiga^e thefe, required no extra¬ 
ordinary talents; it was a mere mechanical procefs; in fuch 
a purfuit, patience and perfeverance were certain to attain 
their objeCl; and however highly Minitters might value 
themfelves on their ikill in finance, he would not hefitate to 
fay, that the common book-keeper of an office, who was a 
man of integrity, could not err in this branch of the depart¬ 
ment; and yet in this branch, Minitters had failed. Was it 
for want of information ? In the fcience of mathematics alone. 


(of which calculation formed fo confiderable a part) it could 
certainty be attained; and yet towards this certainty, no ef¬ 
fort of impartial men could diredl the minitterial eye; nay, 
it was even feduloufly averted. But would the Public par¬ 
ticipate in this froward and culpable negle& ? Let Minitters, 
his Lordlhip faid, beware, left they received an anfwer to 
tiiis queftion in a voice ftronger than his, in a voice that 
would be heard. 


“ If," faid his Lordlhip, ei I were to embarrafs the t»a- 
<* tion by a falfe alarm, at the moment of impending war, 

“ 1 ought 
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“ I ought to fuffer the feyereft ftigma which this Houfe 
“ could : on the other hand, whofoever would wil- 
“ fully and dangeroufly miflead the Public, by a fallacious 
<" ftatement of its refources, which, in the fyour of difli- 
culty, a melancholy hut ufeiefs experience would evince 
** to be fuch, ought to be liable to no lighter penalty than 
»< thajt which 1 have ftated as due to my own mifrepreien- 
“ ration.” 

His Lordfhip faid, he confidered an invcftigation of the 
ftateof the finances to be at th : s time peculiarly proper; as 
it was neceffary to be confidered what degiee of confidence 
was to be given to Minifters. Our Minifters, he remarked, 
from the influence of certain circumilances, perhaps from 
the prefluie of their fituation, had been m<>redefirou$ of pro- 
viding temporary expedients, than meafures of general and 
permanent utility ; they had rather fought to raife new taxes, 
hy opprefling the poor, in order to cany on their l\ften» of 
Adminiftration, than endeavoured, by Caving, to leffen the 
debt, or remove any of thofe burdens which were already 
impofed. His Lordfhip, in pointed terms, obfervtd, that 
right notions of political principles had at length gone abroad, 
and he was heartily glad they had done fo*; lince it was now 

{ irohable that Government would be obliged to proceed upon 
letter grounds 'than had heretofore been the cafe. France 
had fet the other nations of Europe an example of a liberal 
and enlightened policy, which made its tendency to promote 
the gftWK^.Ugood the criterion of every public meafure; 
tfiis policy, it was to be hoped, would gain ground, and ex¬ 
tend its influence. Minifters would no longer find it ne- 
,«€flary to opprefs the people, and the piinciple would be 
eftablifhed in its fulled extent, that there ought to be no in- 
tereft feparate from the general good. * 

Lord Grenville objected to the motion, declaring that in f> Lor ?., 
point of fa£f every part of the expendituie had been anfwered, 0rcnvilie « 
and the million a-year provided, during the three years in 
qut ftion, out of the public leceipt; the public having availed 
itfelf of fuch refources, as the money remaining in the Ex¬ 
chequer at the end of the firft quarter of 1786, the balances 
taken out of the hands of public accomptants, &c &c, af- 
fotdtd, incluflve of the loan of a million, which had been 
publicly ftate-d, and a fum for the unfunded debt of the navy. 

Lord Rawdon complained much of the nolle Secretaiy’s Lord 
not meeting him fairly on the fubjedL He had not obtruded 
himfelf; he had been invited by the noble Loid to come for¬ 
ward, and he had now done it. “ The afTertion 1 make,” 
faid the noble Lord, ** is this :—the noWe Sectetary told 
“ your Loid (hips, that from 1786 to 1780* a million a yeai? 
w had been paid of the na'ional debt, and it has been fo fuf- 
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« fered to be underflood by the Public at large. Now,** 
continued the noble Lord, “ l deny this to be the fa&. I 
c * aflert the contrary to be the truth ; and l dare the noble 
« Secretary to come forward fairly like a man, and refute 
« me. He may elude me, and fliif. from me, but he ihall, 
« after all, meet me; or if he does not, he may be allured 
« that this Houfe and the Public Ihall know in what man* 
“ ner they have' been itnpofed on.” His Lordihip faid, it 
was impa&ble that any one could have examined the ac¬ 
counts of the years alluded to, and pronounce a balance in 
favour of the rublic, without meaning to impofe on them. 
And what punilhment, afked his Lorafhip, was doe to Mi* 
nifters, who could dare to deceive the people in fo grofs and 
fcandalous a manner ? It was impoffible that they could be 
fufficiently ftigmatif d ; for his part, it Ihould be made a 
duty he owed the Public to undeceive them in fo material 
a (mint. The noble Lord animadverted on the condu& of 
Miniftry, and faid, that all a Minifter now attended to, was 
the finding out new means of drawing money from the 
people, which could not but throw the nation into a ftate of 
convulfiori, that ought to be very lerioufly guarded again 11. 
His Lordihip repeatedly declared, that he would not be put 
from his purpofe, and chat if he were allowed a Committee^ 
he begged it might not be formed of thofe noble Lords with 
whom he had the honour to coincide, but of the immediate 
friends of the Minifter; fo certain was he of proving what 
he had afterted : hut if no opportunity whatevei'Dfcisarfordetl 
him, he would make that appeal to the Public, which his 
duty to his country called upon him to do. 

Lord Grenville called upon the noble Lord‘to know, if he 
did not vllow that the receipt had not only been equal to the 
expenditure, but that a furplus after the rate of a million a 
year, had, in point of fa&, been produced; the public hav¬ 
ing availed themfelves of the cafual refources which had be¬ 
fore been ftatedp inclufive of the loan of a million, and a film 
for the unfunded debt of the navy ? 

Lord Rawdon in anfwer reiterated his former ftatement, 
denying that a million a year had been paid off, and urging 
their going? into a Committee; in which alone he contended 
the point in iffue could be decided, or the neceffary detail to 
furnilh the evidence gone into, 

A long and defultory debate continued till eight in the 
evening, in which Lord Grenville and Lord Rawdon were 
Bp many times each, and Lord Stormont, Lord Hawkeibury, 
and the Duke of Richmond alfo were on their legs occafion- 1 
ally. Lord Rawdon uniformly infilled on his point, and 
‘Lord Grenville on theother hand uniformly held a Commit¬ 
tee to inquire what had been the ftate of our receipt two 
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years Cnee, as likelyto be of no ufe whatever. Cnee a Com¬ 
mittee to inquire into the a&ual ft ate of our revenue, receipt, 
and expenditure, at it Hood at prefent, bad been legularly 
given notice of in another place, and the labours of that 
Committee would doubtiefs afford every authentic informa¬ 
tion oh the fubjedi that could be defired. 

Lord -Stormont with great warmth, reprobated the conduit Vifcount 
of Minifters on the prefent topic. This he did upon the Stormont, 
ground of the noble Secretary of State having ttfbdays fiftce 
declared he was impatient to meet th,e noble Lord upon the 
fubjedt, and then, only two days afterwards, defining to de¬ 
cline coming to iiiue with him upon the aueftioh. His Lord- 
ihip compared this condudl to the cafe or a private individual, 
who had invited his creditors to infpedt his books on a given 
day, and when that day came, excufing himfelf from com¬ 
plying with his own proportion. His Lordlhip Lid, 4 id 
would not term the report of the Committee of 1786 a ddu- 
five artifice, but he would call it a fplended deiufion. He 
added, that it was not the painting of eloquent dsfeription 
which conftituted afurplus, but the more fmiple proof of dry 
demonftration. 1 he noble Vifcount lamented that the re- 
fult of that day muft Alike terror and alatm into the minds of 
the public, and more efpecially at fo interefting a crifis as 
the eve of a war; and he contended that the not coining to 
an explanation on the fubjedt, would induce the public to 
think worfeof the matter than it realy was. 

.Lof€*fia,.keA)ury and the Duke of Richmond fupporterl 
Lord Grenville in his objedtion, and fhewed that the differ* 
enpe between Lord Rawdon and the noble Secretary was not 
do great as the former feemed to imagine, fince the noble Se¬ 
cretary had admitted-that out of the three mtllions paid off in 
the three years in queftion, the million loan and 678,000!. 
unfunded debt of the navy and interefi, mu A be dedudfced, 
again A which the report of the Committee of 1786 had ex- 
prefsly piovided. 

The Earl of Ctvenhy faid he Aiould vote with the nohle Earl of 
Secretary, in confequence of the declaration which had fal- Coventry, 
len from him, that a Committee had been moved for elfc- 
where, to inquire into and report the actual Aareof the pub¬ 
lic revenue, receipt, and expenditure, up to the prefent 
year. 

A defultory converfation between Aloft of the principal 
Speakers in the debate now took place; in which the fame 
points were urged again and again; at the conclufion of 
which the Houfe divided on Lord Rawdon’i motion; 
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The Houfe adjourned* 
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Friday, \Ji April. 



The order of the day, for the Houfe to take into con £ de¬ 
rat ion the treaty with Pruflia being read, 

Earl Fitzwilham faid, that after, in fo recent a debate, it had 
been granted by Minifters, that inftead of having paid a mil¬ 
lion yearly of the national debt, as had been held out, the 
expenditure of the country had for fome years pail exceeded 
the receipt, any meafures which might have a tendency to 
involve us in a war produ£tiv *of freih expences, certainly 
appeared very extraordinary, and afforded matter of the mou 
ferious confide rati on. [His Lordihip then defired His Ma> 
jelly’s meffage to be read]. Which being done, his Lordihip 
faid, that on former occafions it had been cuilomary, when 
His Majefly fent a meffage to Parliament, defiring their fup- 
port in any meafures, to Hate the grounds upon which fuch 
meafures were undertaken. The prefent meffage was not ac¬ 
companied with any fuch ftatement; it barely requited fup- 
port in preparation, which had a hoilile tendency, without 
mentioning any caufe of hoftility. Various precedents might 
be adduced to ihew that meffages were ufually accompanied 
with fomeilatement; but he mould confine himfelf tothofq 
which c?rae within his own experience in Parliament. In 
the affairs of Falkland’s liland, His Majeily’s meffage had 
been accompanied with a diftimSl ftatement of the caufes of 
the difpute. The meff.ige relative to the American war had 
been introduced in the fame manner ; and in His Majefty’s 
meffage laft year, refpe&ing the difpute with Spain, the 
aggreffiens which had been made, and the grounds of offence 
which we had received, had been fully enumerated. It was, 
therefore, his Lordihip obferved, fomewhat furprizing, that 
a period fo critical, and in a matter of fuch importance as the 
prefent, no ftatemeuihad been given. His Majeily required 
an addition to the naval force*, It was now only three 
months iince one of the fined fleets which this country could 
tverboaftof, had been diibanded* And certainly that mea- 
fure either indicated an extreme improvidence, or, within 
that period there moil have occurred fome new and very ex¬ 
traordinary 



'' *3 *> 


a. 1791 *’ Debates. 

traordinafy circuraftaoces which rendered that addition ne- 
ceflary, which ought to be Bated on the prefent occaiion. 

Nothing} furely, his Lordfhip continued, could account 
for fnch conduit, but fome fudden turn in the (ituation of 
affairs, fome ft range and unexpe&ed embarraflinent of cir- 
cumftances. The only ground affigned for the hoftile mea- 
fures, which it had been judged neceflary, thus fpeedily, and 
without explanation, to adopt, was expediency. With re- 
gard to the treaty with Pruflia, a new doltrine Teemed to 
have been advanced by the noble Lord on the weolfack, that 
we were bound to fupport our ally, when only threatened 
with danger, and before any attack had been commenced; 
that we ought to enter into its views, and prote& its into* 
refts, whilft they Teemed to be the objeds of hoftile intention, 
before they had been infringed by aHual violence. This ac¬ 
count of the engagements attached to a defenfive treaty, 
certain!y differed very widely from any former idea enter* 
tained on the fubjedi; and if Tuch were the explanation put 
upon a treaty merely defenfive, he begged leave to afk what 
was the nature of an ofFenfive treaty, and what farther en¬ 
gagements it impofed. The authority of the noble Lord 
was fo refpe&able, and his reputation fo high, that any doc¬ 
trine advanced by him could not fail to fpread through all the 
Courts of Europe, and wherever it went to carry with it 
confiderable influence. Its extenfion and influence became 
more probable, his Lordfhip faid, as the fame do&rine, he 
underftood, had Keen advanced in another Houfe, by a per- 
fon equally diftinguifhed in his official capacity in that Houfe, 
a«lhe noble Lord was in this. The doHrine would there¬ 
fore be received in all the Courts of Europe, as theexpref- 
fion of tbeadminiftration of this country. _ 

It was now his intention to fuggeft fome remarks on the 
Pruffian treaty, [which he here requefted to have read.] 
When this was done, his Lordfhip remarked, that as the in- 
tereft of Pruflia was hut very remutt ly conne&ed with the 
objc&s now in difpute between Rutfia and the Porte, it was 
difficult to conceive what ground they could have of alarm. 
Wcse they afraid that the Emprefs ihould eftablifh tooex- 
tenfive a footing in Poland ? But, with what propriety 
could they talk of fuch apprehenfions when they had for¬ 
merly been concerned In the partition of Pok-nd, in which 
the Empreis came in for a fhare t The wac, if it might be 
judged from the circuinftancesof its commencement, had ori¬ 
ginated from Turkey. The proof that people were the ag- 
greflors, was, that they had been fuccefsful in almoft every 
allion, whilft the Ruffians Teemed totally unprepared for 
any tneafure of hoftility. The Pruffians were defirous to 
obtain pofleffion of Moldavia, merely in order to give it up 

M a to 







A.179*. 


to the. Turks. But was it not better that it fhould remain 
in the hands of a Chriftian Sovereign, than be fubje&ed to 
the dominion of a Mahometan Prince ? At any rate, was it 
proper, aiked his Lordlhip, that attack fhould be antici¬ 
pated and hoftilities commenced, in order to avoid the necef- 
luy .of being put upon a defence? The pofTeffion, which the 
Emprefs had of the Black Sea, gave her advantages which 
enabled her not only to refill the attack of her enemies, but 
even defeat the effects of their fuccefs. 

The noble Earl faid, that if his intreaties fhould not be 
eiFe&ual, he would now try the influence of reprefentations 
of danger. Recent experience had already taught us what 
we were to expert from meafures like the prefent. What ad¬ 
vantages had we derived from the hoafted convention with 
Spain ? The South Sea filheries were abandoned by our agree¬ 
ment, not to come, except within a certain diflance, of the 
fhore.The right of fettlement which belonged to all free 
nations upon the uninhabited coafls of Southern America 
had been given up. A temporary increafe of 900,000!. an¬ 
nually in taxes had been incurred; taxes which were raifed by 
the' oppreflion of the indufirious poor, and had fubje&ed the 
peafants in the country, not merely to the inconvenience 
and hard (hips of poverty, but to the diftrefs and miferies of 
famine. The increafe of taxes, which was held out as mere¬ 
ly temporary, would in all probability be perpetual, and he 
fnouJd be one of thofe to thank the Minifter for continuing 
them beyond the term limited, as it had been lb 'clearly 
Rated in a late debate, that the receipt of the country was 
pot equal to the expenditure. After the experience of fuqh 
evils, incurred by meafures like the prefent, and in this ex- 
haufted Rate of the country, would it' be proper, aiked his 
Lordlhip, to fend our armies to a diflance in order to fupport 
Turkev againft Ruffiar On fotmer occaflons, when His 
Majefty had mentioned the war between thefc two powers, 
he had talked of it indeed as an event calamitous to the par¬ 
ties, but in which neither thefafety nor dignity of hisCrown 
was at all interefted. Some contingency then muft have 
furely occurred, in order all at once to induce this country to 
take fo a&ive a part. It was perhaps trufled, that the Em¬ 
prefs of Rulfia would not be able to oppofe the united flrength 
of this country. But it was not recolle&ed that by the doc¬ 
trine which had fo lately heen laid down in a debate with re- 
fpeft to defenfive treaties, the Emperor of Germany, with all 
his forces, might come to her afliftance. 

His Lordfhip faid, he had now fhewn that we were not 
bound by the engagements of treaty, nor could we be in¬ 
duced, bv motives of expediency, to interfere in the war be¬ 
tween Turkey and Rullia. On a former occafion, when the 
4 King 
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King of Sweden was interefted, we bad fhe??n lefs forward* 
nefs and zeal with refpe& to our mediation. Never bad a 
country, with fuch refpeftahOe resources, made fo contemp¬ 
tible a figure, as we did in that tranfa&ion. That Prince 
had been extricated from his difficulties, not by any fupport 
which he derived from us, -but by his own great heart.— 
Was-it now from a fenfe of difappointment that force was 
wifhed to be employed ? Were thofe terms which could not 
be effected by mediation, to lie extorted by arms ? And was 
this inode of procedure confiftent with the equity of a great 
nation ? Thus it appeared, his Lordfliip laid, that we were 
neither bound by the engagements of treaty, induced by mo¬ 
tives of expediency, or influenced by confident ions of juftice 
to interfere in the war bet ween Turkey and Ruffia; he there¬ 
fore meant, on each of thefc three heads to propofe a motion, 
and that their Lordfhips might clearly fee his drift, he would 
now read them. 

“ z. That Great Britain hath not become hound by either 
“ the exprefs or implied engagements of the treaty of defen- 
“ five alliance with his Pruflian Majefty, or with the United 
“ Provinces, to take hoftile menfures, in order to compel the 
« Emprefs of Ruffia to relinquifh the advantages gained by 
<e her arms at Oczakow, in Tartary, and in lieffarabia.” 

“ 2. That the progrefs of the Ruffian arms at Oczakow, in 

Tartary, and in Beflarabia, is not an adequate or juft 
** caufe for Great Britain to make war againft the Emprefs of 
“ Ruffia." 


“ 3. That the refufal of conditions of peace propofed by a 
“ power offering mediation, is no juft caule for hoftile mea- 
u fures in fupport of the mediation fo rejected." 

He concluded with moving the firft proposition. 

The Lord Chancellor & lid, the noble Earl who had juft fat LoM * 
down, had reprefented what he had faid on a ftrmer day, in Chantjel 
a manner, which if the noble Earl had been confcious of it, 
he was fure no perfonal intt reft in the courft' of the debate, 
nor the greateft intereft. cou d have induced fo honourable 
a mind to do. The fad! • was, his Lori'lhip obferved, that he 
had not at all declaimed on the equity of the treaty, in any 
manner whatever. He faid, to mark diftindMy what he had 
, faid on that occafion, he had compart d the meafure to the 
intereft, which any one nation might take in the condition of 
a friendly power, either in retpedt of a commercial inter- 
courfe, or of a political intercourfe between them, or in the 
expedition of profit, or of any emolument. He did not 
forefee that it was poflibb* for any man to misapprehend 
what he had faid on the former day. His Lordfliip h.id, he 
would not undertake to explain the Subtleties of treaties, 
hut if the courfe of the debate ihould call on him, he had no 
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objection to give his opinion. He’thought it was impoffible 
to define defenfive treaties in general. This was a hardfhip 
which he conceived the cafe by no means required. He did 
not mean ro complain that the noble Lord had brought for¬ 
ward the Tuhje& ; but he did complain that the noble Lord 
had fo mis-ft.tted what be bad faid on a former day. When 
any calc was fail ly iiated, his I.ordfhip faid, he had never 
hung hack from delivering his opinion upon it. 

Earl F/izufilliam replied, that he apprehended he had not 
mis-flared thedodlrine of the noble Lord on the woolfack, as 
the fame dodtrine had been followed up by one fide of the 
Houfe in the courfe cf the debate, and he underflood had ‘ 
likewife been advanced in the other Houle. 

The Lord Chancellor faid, he did not know what had been 
faid in another place, but he had read an account of his own 
fpeech in a newi’paper, ard no two ideas were more'different 
from that Hate?? int'se newfpaper, and what he had iiated in 
that Houfe. He was ready to give his opinion on the prin¬ 
ciples of Jaw and on the conftruclion of treaties, hut he 
would not take upon him to give a definition. Thofe who 
thought treaties capable of being defined, had more know¬ 
ledge than he pretended to poiTefs. His Lordlhip then put 
the quell ion upon the firft refolution. 

Lord Grenville role and faid, he did not mean to wafle their 
• Lor dihips lime by going into fuhjects that were foreign to the 
prefent queflion. As to what had palled between the two 
noble Lords refpedf ing the meaning of fomething that had 
been faid in a former debate, it would be extremely imperti¬ 
nent in him, after the manner in which the noble and learned 
Lord had explained himfelf, to enter any more into the fub- 
jedt. But he begged leave only to claim, -for a right ho¬ 
nourable friend who was abfent, the fame privilege that the. 
noble and learned Lord had claimed for himfelf. He faid, 
it was irregular to quote a former debate, and to reafon upon 
it; but it was much more fo to go and pick out of a newfpa¬ 
per the words of a Minifter, and to make them the fubjedt of 
debate in another Houfe of Parliament, where the Minifter 
was abfent, and confequently had not an opportunity of an- 
fwering for himfelf. His Lordlhip faid, although he had 
another way of knowing, that what was tendered in another 
place was pcrfcdlly and entirely confiftent, and almoft li¬ 
terally the lame with what had fallen from the noble and 
learned Lord, yet he felt it to be extremely irregular to en¬ 
ter into any debate on that fubjedt. He would never ftate 
any thing thar imputed blame to another, hut from what he 
knew of nis own knowledge. 

His Lordlhip begged leave (hortly to go into the queftion 
itfelf. On a former day, he faid, he had the honour of mov¬ 
ing 
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ing an humble addrefs to HisMajefty, thanking him for bis 
communication,, ami a {Turing His Majeily, that the Houle 
was ready to fupport him in bringing about the reftoration of 
peace. He laid, be knew nothing to induce him to depart 
from that line that had been obferved on former occafions. 

All that he had originally propofed to their Lordlhips, was 
a motion of a general nature, and no particular quellions 
were entered into; other noble Lords had laid down their 
own proportions, and had diawn iuch concluficns fiotn them 
as they thought proper. ' After their Lord {hips, by the vote 
of thanks to His Majefty, had, in fome degree f.mdtioned and 
approved of the meafure, his Loidfhip begged leave to a{k, 
in the fituation in which he ftooil, whether it was w ife or ex* 
pedient to anticipate negotiation on the lubjsdl r 'l’heir 
Lordlltips would coufider whether they meant to continue to 
give that confidence which had beea ordinarily given to Go¬ 
vernment on luch matteis. It had been Hated that a full and 
explicit account had been given, lalt year, for enteiing into 
a war with Spain. It was formerly urn trilood that they 
had not come forward with the whole bu find's. Some papers 
were not before the Houfc. While negotiation was pending, 
it was not the practice of the conftituticn, nor wife for Par¬ 
liament, to enter into a difeufiion on that negotiation. He 
fnhmitted to their Lordfhipslhat either they fhould continue 
their confidence as formerly, or withhold it, and take upon 
ihetnfelvcs the condudt of the executive Government. If the 
two Houfes of Parliament took that power into their own 
Hands, they inuft be refponfible for tire exercile of it. His 
Lordfliip concluded with moving the previous queftion. 

The Earl of Derby was not of opinion that any recur- Earl of 
rencetothe Spanilh*convention, or malt tax, ought to be Derby, 
waved on the prefent occafion. The confuleratioft of the 
mifcondu& ofMinifters, and its evil confequences to the fub- 
je£l, certainly became very proper, when there was danger 
of the fame mifcondudl being repeated, and the fame confe¬ 
quences incurred. Such confideration ought to render them 
cautious how they gave away their confidence, and adopted , 
meal'ures before they were aware of their tendency. If Mi- 
nlfters a {fumed either a wilful veil, or a veil of ignorance, it 
was their duty to be more clear lighted, and allow them* 
feives neither to be deceived or milled. To be fure it might 
bepleafing to the Minifters to confider themfelves as regulat¬ 
ing the courfe of events, and deciding the fa?e of nations. 

They might he pleafed to excrcife the privilege of bullying 
one country, of favouring another, and facrificing thg in • 
tereft of a third. But before they could induce the nation to 
engage in meafures of fo ferious a tendency, certainly fome 
farther reafons were neceflary than had hitherto been afligned. 

His 
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His Lordfhip laid* he did not i*an *0 affirm that continental 
connexions were altogether pernicious, but he could not 
help thinking that they weremuchtoo dearly purchafed; and 
before we renewed our confidence on the prefent occafion, 
we ought to attend to the effects of former experience. 
With regard to continental connexions, it had frequently 
been our lot to be hurt by their love, and poifoned by their 
hate. We ought to remember that the pride of Spain was 
ftill offended, and that (he only waited an opportunity to ex- 
prefi her fenfe of the indignity which we had put upon her. 
We ought iikewife to recollect oar treatment of the Braban- 
ters, from whom we had transferred our affiftance to the Lm- 
peror of Germany. There were no limits fet to the prefent 
bufinefs, nor could we know the lengths to which we might 
be carried by our approbation. It required only a beginning, 
we became then bound to abide by the ifliie. Every (hilling 
which we ihould now vote, was only an earneft of future mil¬ 
lions. 

The noble Earl remarked the difficulty which we fhould 
have to encounter in a war with the Emprefs of Ruffia. Her 
power in the Black Sea enabled her to prevent us from enter* 
ing the Med iter rarfean. l ie reprobated the corn! uX of the 
Minifters in interfering with the politics of every country, 
and embarrafling the nation with all the Courts of Europe. 
He deemed them entirely unfit for the elevated ftation which 
they occupied, and thought that they ought to be let down as 
eafify’as poflible. Had they improved the opportunity of 
purfuing pacific meafures, they might have faved the country 
from the difficulties in which it is now likely to be involved. 
It was true, his Lordfhip laid, that the executive power was 
diftinX from the legidative. But had 1 -not they in their le- 
giflative'capacity* the right and power of influencing the dife 
charge of the executive truft, by refuting the fupplies ne* 
cefTary for a war, which difapproving, as he did, of the. 
meafures that had been adopted, he fhould moft certainly do. 
There was not a man out of Parliament, he affirmed, who 
approved of a war in the prefent circumftances. Could ad- 
dj-effes of approbation have been obtained, Minifters, who 
knew well how to avail themfelveeof fuch arts, would have 
dunned our ears with them. But not having been able to in¬ 
duce any to approve, they were contented that they fhould 
remain quiet. He concluded with giving his entire approba¬ 
tion to the morion of Earl Fitzwilliam. 

The Duke of Leeds faid, that the noble Lords had taken 
th£mown fuppotitions, and drawn concluiions from them, 
as if they weie really faXs. They had talked, and reafoned 
as if the nation was, jhgrante bello y aXually engaged in the 
f>rogrefs ot hoftilities. He, in his official capacity, would' 
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tion was pending, it would be, improper tq communicateany 
information* which might afte& its progrefs. if the Minif- 
tcrs were defined to fall, they would at leafl he obliged to 
the noble Lord, the more eafily he (bould let them down. 
The executive power, his Grace faid, could not fuhfift with¬ 
out a certain degree of confidence; whilft, at the lame time, 
he confidered M milters as refponfible for the exercife of that 
confidence. His Grace fpoke in very high terms of theExn- 
prefs of Ruflia, and conceived that the mind of that great 
frincefs was n«r actuated by motives of reftntrnent, but 
was prepared for a mediation on fair an.l reufonable terms. 
He begged leave to call to their attention what he was fure 
they would all recollect. He vvilhed to f, eak with great 
perfonal eltecm and regard of the noble I,ord, who had been 
at the time at the head of adtniniftraiion. They all rrcol- 
lr6led fome years ago dining the American war how much 
the public mind was exafperated, and what a clamour was 
occafioned by His Majefty’s Miniflors blending the legif- 
lative power with the executive. When mealures purely of 
an executhe nature were doubtful iit the refuli, M millers 
had come to Parliament and obtained the fan&ion of both 
Houfes, in order to throw the refponfibility from their own 
fhoulders upon Parliament. His Grace held it to be indif- 
penfibly neceflary that the Iegiilative and executive powers 
• fhould be kept diflindt. He alfo held it to be indifpenfibly 
neceflary that the executive power fhould be attended with 
refponfibility, and that the confidential fervants of tha Crown 
and thofe who advifed His Majefly, fhould Be refponfible for 
the advice which tfley gave to His Majefly. His Grace con¬ 
cluded a very able fpeech, with aflerting, that thfre was not 
the leafl room to fay that His Majefty’s Minifies had either 
bullied or had ftooped to low adulation, and he would defy 
any noble Lord to alledge that the prefent fervants of the 
Crown.had betrayed the truft of the Crown. 

Lord* Porchefter inveighed againft the dn&rine of confidence 
in Miniflcrs, and the demand of it, which was brought for¬ 
ward on this occafion, as well as the exercife which was in¬ 
tended to be made of it, if it fhould be granted. His Lord¬ 
ship faid, they a Iked only for the nation's blood and treafure 
to difpofe of, as they fhould think fit, without giving them 
any information what was the caufe of the demand, or the 
ufe to which they were to be applied. But hetiuftedtbat 
they would meet wirh a repulfe, and that from recent expert 
encethe Houfe would be taught a more judicious exercife of 
their confidence. 
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Guildford and preftcM hitM &ting, ‘ that he did not intend 
to have taken any part in tbedifc»mpnof the queftion before 
the Houfe, hail be not been called tip by the particular man¬ 
ner in which the noble Duke alluded to the conduit and mea- 
furet of an adminiftration In which he bore a confiderable 


part, and was no doubt an unworthy Member. In .the al- 
lufions made by the noble Duke, his Grace had paid many 
handfome compliments to him per Tonally, which, his Lord- 
(hip faid, he would be very happy that he had, though he 
much feared that he had not, deferved; but certainly, as the 
noble Duke had exprefied fuch fentiments of regard, friend* 
ihip, and attachment, as he had honoured him with that 
night, he trailed he never would forget his eileem, or treat it 
with ingratitude. 

When the conduit of that adminifiration was brought for¬ 
ward to their I^rdfhips, he was forry, his Lordfliip faid, 
that it was not done as an example worthy of imitation, hut, 
on the contrary, as a beacon to be fhunned and avoided as 
much as poflible; and thecircumfpeH, cautious, and guarded 
filence of thofe now intruded with the management of the ex-* 
ecutive power, was controlled with the fair, candid, and 
• manly opennefs and readinefs to communicate important in-, 
formation to Parliament, which had diftinguifhed that admi¬ 
nifiration in which he had been placed, and for which con¬ 
duit he, it feems, with Imanv other noble Lords in that 
•Houfe, are now to be arraignedby the prefent adminifiration. 
As far as his memory ferved him, and if be went wrong, he 
trailed feme noble Lord would put him to rights, the Minis¬ 
ters, that were alluded to, thought it not only proper, but 
ilri&ly their duty, upon every occafipn a? that importance 
or ferious nature which required the aid or advice of Parlia¬ 
ment, to come down and communicate to the Parliament the 
real fituation they were in, together with the caufes of that 
Situation, as far. as they could be known, and could be dif- 
clofed with fafety to the State; and then to form, by the af- 
fiftance and advice of Parliament, fuch a plan for future ma¬ 
nagement as feemed heft adapted to the exifting circumstances 
at the time, and molt likely to produce falutary and defirable 
effe&s. It likewife had been the pra&ice of thofe with 
whom he had the honour to all, his Lordfhlp faid, when 
they required any aid from the refources of the country, 
which they could alone get conflitutionaliy by the means of 
an application to Parliament, to lay before Parliament every 
information that tended to fhew upon what grounds or for 
what purpofes they made the requifition, as far as fuch com¬ 
munication could be made, without endangering the country, 
•r betraying the trull repofod In them by their Sovereign, or 
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revealing, what always ought to be inviolably conceited, the 
fecrets of the Slate. It haa been faid, that this con£u& had 
occasioned great alarm and clamour in the country, and that 
' Ministers, in order to ihield themfelves from the blame and 
deftru&ive confequences of their meafures, had, upon all oc¬ 
casions, applied to Parliament, and thereby involved Parlia¬ 
ment id the odium which occasioned that clamour. What¬ 
ever clamour was at that time, he would aflert, that a more 
idie, unfounded, or unjuft, clamour never exifted; and he 
appealed to that Houfe, and could appeal to the country at 
large, w'hether that adminiftration had, upon any occasion, 
given the world the fmalleft grounds to form fuchan idea, 
as that they went to Parliament merely to fcreen them Selves 
from the confequences of their owncondud, by involving 
Parliament, as having given affiflance and advice to purfue 
meafures, which they themfelves were afterwards afraid to 
acknowledge; a conduit that could not be too much or too 
ftrongly reprobated, as it went to throw off all fort of refpon- 
fibility from the official fervants of the Crown* 

Whatever confidence was due to the executive Govern¬ 
ment, and, to a certain degree, no man, his LordShip faid, 
could be a greater advocate for it than he was, nothing would 
perfuade him that it ought to be carried to that blind, im¬ 
plicit, and unintelligible length, which Seemed to be required 
now a-days by thole entrufted,with the executive power in 
this country. On all matters of fuch Serious importance, fa 
jgAmentous and interefting as the prefent bufinefs was to 
the country, bethought it became Minifters to communi¬ 
cate to Parliament fuel? explanation as they furely might da 
without hazard. No honed Minifter ever would betray his 
Sovereign, or expofe*he fecrets of the Cabinet; bufc at the 
fame time, no honeft Minifter would make a demand upon 
Parliament for their aid and advice, and lay claim to it and 
the public purie, without aligning any one reafon for that 
demand, farther than the neceflary confidence that is due to 
the fervants of the Crown; and if they did, theie were very 
few periods at which it would avail them, and he Sincerely 
hoped and trailed that this was not the time when fuch an 
argument would be fuccelsful. When great and important 
plans were in agitation, great expence muft be incurred; to 
defray which, the refources of the country muft be required, 
and the content of the people, by their reprefentatives in 
Parliament, muft he obtained, before thefe refources can be 
appropriated to the intended purpoSes. But on all fuch occa- 
'iions it is proper and juft that the country Should know that 
[their rights were in fome degree or other invaded, that their 
commercial or political intereft were either injured or endan¬ 
gered, or that the honour of the country had been inful ted; 
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ill, «r*ny of wbii&caufes,are fufficifent to juilify the mea- 
fures of the executive Government, and to fatisfy the country 
that their moil material and fubilantiai interefts were at ilake. 


and that the conduct of Adminiftration was the neceflary and 
proper confequence, from the fituation the country was in, 
and not the capricious and wilful a&s of Miniilers, for fome 
private end or wild projefi, the expediency or neceility of 
which exiiled only in their own minds, unknown, unex- 
plained, and undennable to all the world befides. 

That the quell ion of to-day was in its nature ferious, mo¬ 
mentous and important, his Lordlhip ibid, there could be 


but om o in ion either in or out of that Houfe. '1 hat the 


profpedl of the country being plunged into a war, the confe- 
quences of which mull be ruinous, and the termination 
doubtful^ was a circumilance worthy of foleinn deliberation; 
and that there exiiled any neceility for this war, or that any 
advantage could poilibly accrue from it, were circumilances 
of which we were as yet entirely in the dark; neither by His 
Majefty’s meflage, nor by any information that Miniilers 
had yet given, or ijeemed difpofed to give, could that Houfe, 
far lefs the country, learn that their rights iveie in any fhape 
invaded, that their commercial or political interefts we*e at 
ail expofed or endangered, or that the honour of the country 
had been any where, or any how, infulted. In this fitua- 
tion, therefore, from the profound and inexplicable filence 
obferved by Miniilers, what had the country to think of 
their conduct, and would it not lie much better fcnfe, aria 


more to their honour, were Miniilers to come forward with 


an open and manly firmnefs, to communicate to Parliament 
fome explanation, and aflign fome reafons for their conduit 
before tfiey alked their afliltance and approbation, or claimed 
their confidence, which, his Lordlhip infilled, they might 
fafelydo, without betiaying any trull, or expofing any fe- 
cret that ought to he concealed; and unlefs they did this, he 
faid, he for one, could not fee any pollible claim which they 
had either to confidence or approbation. 

As to the motion made by the noble Lord, and now before 
their Lordfliips, the noble Earl faid, he approved of it, what¬ 
ever fuccefs might attend it. and was happy that it had been 
made, becaufe it had produced one very good and very great 
eflfedl, and that was, a clear, explicit, and ample declaration, 
from the higheft authority, and from a quarter that he ever 
had, and would have, the higheft refpefl and veneration for. 
He complimented the Lord Chancellor very highly, and de¬ 
claimed every idea of flattery. The. noble an I learned Lord 
had declared, that we had no foederous connection with 
Pruflia, which occafioned the prefent war, and that on a 
bona fide conftru&ion of that treaty, which was now the 
4 fuhjeft 
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fubjefl of difcuflion, there was nothing in the letter or 
fpiiit of that treaty that could be conftrued into a caufe for 
the prefent armament, and that it was merely a defenfive 
treaty of alliance, and could be looked upon in no other 
light. Lord Guildford faid, it could i'carce ha argued, that 
Pruffia had much to dread from the Empreis extending her 
dominions to the frontiers of Poland; when it was remem¬ 
bered, that the King of Pruffia, whom he confidered as one 
of the greateft, wifeft, belt Ptinces that ever lived, had him- 
felf been a party in fettling and confirming the treaty of par¬ 
tition. With regard to what had been faid by the noble 
"Duke, that we were not at war, but negotiating, not being 
in the fecret, he could not pretend to ftate to the Houie 
what were the terms offered b.y Ruflia to prevent war; but 
in his opinion, the terms which were fuppofed to be offered, 
as far as they had been mentioned* appeared reafonable; and 
until they were contradi«5)ed from authority, they muft be 
thought the real offers which the Emprefs had made. And 
he could not help thinking, his Lordfhip faid, that from the 
prefent afpedt of affairs we leemed to be arming, not for the 
purpofeof obtaining and fecuring peace, but for certain con¬ 
ditions of peace, which conditions are dictated by the caprice 
and opinion of Minifters only ; and fo different in their na¬ 
ture from the offers made, as to appear unreafonahle to the 
Court we are negotiating with, and not likely to be agreed 
to. It was but fair that the Heufe and the country fhould 
*be Informed as to what offers had been made, becaufe it was 
the avowed interefts of this country to preferve peace in 
Europe. If that offer was no ways detrimental to the com¬ 
mercial interefls of the country, or no ways derogatory to 
the honour of tl& nation, certainly it fhould be agreed to. 
If an oppofite condudl was followed by Minified, the coun¬ 
try muff be at a lofs to account for the intentions cf this 
war. Refentment, for part injuries, had been hinted at; 
but no man would argue, that reientimnt was a prepet mo¬ 
tive for any country to go to war. Jn his mind, it was one 
'of the worft and molt unjuft of all caufes, even for an 
armament like the prefent; which, till farther explanation 
was given, he would confider as prepared merely to enforce 
certain conditions of peace, or provoke an unjuft war c^on 
no other grounds but a blind confidence in Minifters, and 
bare ftaternent from them, that they thought theft* own 
meafures expedient. 

His Lordfhip faid, that if thefe conditions were to be ob¬ 
tained at the expence of twenty millions, or ten millions, or 
even five millions, he would afk Minifters, after they had 
wrefted Oczakow from the Emprefs, what the value of it 
was to this country, or what* return the country would 
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receive for that expenditure. He then dated the opinion of 
one' of ; the greaieft men, and aUeft Generals (Marfhal 
Keith), whom he had ever known. A countryman of our 
own, who had long been in the Ruffian army, and after¬ 
wards had gone into the Pruffian fervice. That great man 
had told the King of Pruffia, when the King had proje&ed a 
plan of penetrating through Livonia to the Ruffian-domi¬ 
nions, that fuch a feheme would require a very numerous, 
and a very well difciplined army, under the command of 
the greateft and wifeft General, before it could lie rendered 
fuccefsful, or even practicable; and that on the other hand, 
a very fmall derachmcnt of an army could fuccefsfully inv- 
pede his progrefs if the attempt were made. With this 
opinion before our eyes, what could we mean to do, his 
Lord (hip laid ; was it our intention to embark in fuch a de- 
fign, or were we to endeavour to penetrate to Peterfburgh, 
according to the plan which Charles the Twelfth, one of 
the greateft and boldeft military geniufes of his time, had 
taken ? 

As to the refources of this country, his Lordfhip faid, 
he was none of thofe who thought that they were exhaufted, 
and that the finances of the couirry were in a deplorable fi- 
tuation; he thought the fadb was otherwife; and that the 
national debt was not fo great a burthen, or fell fo oppref- 
five as had been ftated. He, however, thought that it was 
proper to have in view the true length to which it might 
with fafety be extended, before any additional burthens^ 
were impofed, or money drained from the country without 
folid and fubftantinl grounds. He really thought it necefi* 
fary, however, to prefs for fome explanation upon the caufe 
of the war, that the country might know grhat great advan¬ 
tage to their commerce, manufactures, or revenues, and 
what other benefits were likely to accrue to us from a war 
carried on with Calmuck Tartary. Although, perhaps, he 
would have very little to do with the management of this 
war, his Lordfhip owned* he had fome degree of curiofity to 
know the event of it. As to our fleet, no man, his Lord- 
fliip faid, within or without that Houfe, had a higher opinion 
of * the hravery of our officers, or the courage of our fea- 
mep, tjian he had; hut he would venture to aflert, (or, if 
he w^re more given to modern faihions, he would even bet), 
that whenever we chofe to fend our fleets into the Baltic, or 
to* the Plack Sea, they would meet with no enemy what¬ 
ever, unlefs enemies which were always to he found in 
thofe Teas; the wind, the fhoals, $nd the rocks, violent 
enemies to be fure; but when added to the expence and 
taxation that mu ft eufue at home, were all, he believed, 
that we could meet with* 
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After diihuffinjjr the fitter before the Houfe in every 
point that it could poflibly be dated, bis Lord (hip con¬ 
cluded, by pufhing Minifters to explain the claule of upar- 
rel, and the offers of accommodation that have been made by 
the Emprefs, (as far as fuch explanation could be fafisly 
given), before they were entitled, or could fairly, openly, 
and candidly, claim the approbation and confidence of Par¬ 
liament. 

The Earl of Hurdwicie fa id their Lordfhips had no right to> Eart 
fay that they were furprift-d, or even that the prefent fubjedl of Hard- 
was new to them; for His Majefty, in the fpeech at the wicke. 
opening of the ft (lion, had announced the fa61 that his me¬ 
diation had not fucceeded in bringing about a peace, and 
after this, a larger marble eftablilhinent than ufual was 
voted. He approved of what the Minifters had done, and 
he fhould think them wiong, in the prefent ftage of the 
bufinefs, to difclofe any thing more than they had done in 
the meflage. 

Vifcount Stormont apologized for riling at fo late an hour; Vifcount 
he would not intrude long on their Lordfhips* patience : In- Stormont, 
deed, after a fpeech of fuch unanfwerable reafoning, of fo 
much information and eloquence, as they had heard from 
diis noble friend (the Earl of Guildford), nothing that he had 
to fay could he of much coufequence. After the debate 
both of this and the former evening, it mod be evident that 
Minifters forfook every ground which the cuftom and nfage 
o^the conftiturion had eftabliihed, and in a di61 atonal tone, 
delivered out this alarming meafure, as. a matter to which 
Parliament was blindly to accede, but which they had no 
right to inveftigate. They demanded confidence, his Lord- 
ihip faid, as men demanded a right; and threw thgm (elves, 
not on reafon, not on argument, but on refponllbility. 

“ We are/* fay they, “ refponfible for this meafure. We 
“ are refolved on it. We want not your advice. We call 
“ only for your acquiefcence.” 7 his was certainly not a 
tone to which Parliament had been accuftomed, nor that 
which was becoming at any time, or in any cafe. The 
noble Duke (of Leeds) whofe manners in private life were fo 
poltfhed, had not in his public capacity Cent a meflage to her 
Imperial Majefty remarkable for moderation. He wo.ild be 
bouqd to fay, that no precedent could he found for it in the 
office which he held. Unprovoked, unattacked, weehofe to 
interfere in a war, in which (he was not the aggreffor, and 
with a preremptory voice demanded, that (he fhould not re¬ 
tain any one-of the places which (he had conquered as an in¬ 
demnification for the expence. This war, of which, his 
Lordfhip faid, he was too much afraid we were the original 
authors, for Minifters had not attempted to contradid) the 
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rumour that Britilh councils had excited the Turks to attack 
Ruffia, was tone ptft a ftop to by this p Peremptory mandate. 
It was as unwife, as it was likely to be calamitous. It was 
novf a new fituation, for we never had a fleet in the Baltic 
without at the fame time poffelfing a friend there. Atul 
fuch a meffage was never fent to any foreign power. If 
therefore Minifters were determined to ft and on their refpon* 
Ability, he muft warn them of the extent of their pledge; 
for the day of account inuft come, and he forefaw it would 
be a dav of fevere reckoning. 

To expe£l that the high .minded Princefs, whom again, he 
muft fay, bore, in many of ih» great points of chara&er, a 
ftrong refemblance to our illuftrious Elizabeth, had in p.uti- 
cular a heart of undaunted bravery, and a loul too magna¬ 
nimous to brook a dictatorial conduit, wou’d be intimidated 
by our threats, his L.u-Jfhin hid. highly improbable. 
And what was it, his Lord ill ip afked, that we thus info- 
lently demand, d; that after being drawn into a war, flie 
ftiould yield up a pot which might be the means of enabling 
the Turks more cafily to attack her again. And this we de¬ 
manded at the very moment when we had made a treaty in 
India, the moft infamous one that ever was made; infamous 
even in India, where men allowed themfelves more latitude of 
conduft than in other climates, a treaty, in which, like' 
favages more than like men, we had really entered into an 
agreement to divide the territories of a power whom we had 
determined to attack. And this we were doing in Afta, 
while in Europe werefolved to hazard a war with a nattr 
ral ally, to prevent'her from keeping a little barren fpot, 
which (lie thought of foinc confequence; and this we were 
to do, becaufe the King of Pruffia, with whom we hfld a 
defenftver treaty, conceived that the poffeflion of this place 
might be injurious to him. His Lordfhip concluded with 
faying, that if fuch were to be the conftrultion of a treaty, 
he knew no difference between a defeniive and an oppreflive 
treaty. 

Lord The Lord Chancellor left the woolfack, and in a fhoit 
Chancel- fpeech obferved, that it muft he unwife to enter before-. 
l° r « hand into the difeuflion of any matter ftated to be in ne¬ 
gotiation, and therefore he fliould decline giving any opi¬ 
nion upon the fubjefl. In reply to what a noble Lari near 
him had fuggefled, from an imagination that he hail in a for¬ 
mer debate difenffed t^e limits of the Prufiian treaty, he 
could only fay, that he had made no fuch difeuftion. With 
regard to the conftrudion put upon defenftve treaties, he 
faw no reafon fo ftri&ly to interpret them as to lay it down 
that the parties were to wait for an attack before they took 

any 
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Shy meafures for their defence; and he would aik» if tne 
J>refertt King of Pruffia were to have it recommended to 
him to be perfellly paflive till the fword was actually in his 
bofom? After (hewing the ahfurdity of fuch conduit and ’ 
obfervirig, that under a defen five treaty it (night fall out, 
that one of the parties In that treaty (truck the firft blow, 
his Lofdfliip called the attehtion of the Houfe to the queftion 
then before them, viz. the previous quellibn. The only 
queltion, therefore, he laid, that he (hould have to put, 
would be, whether the original motioh (hould be then put 
or not, and to that queftion would their Lord(hips have to 
fgy content or not content. 

The Duke of Montroje faid, he rejoiced to hear from the Duke of 
noble Lord in the blue ribband (Lord Guildford), that in his Montrofe; 
opinion, we were not come to the end of our refources. It 
juftified the noble Secretary in the manner in which he had 
met the arguments of a noble Lord on the day when that 
fubjelk was difeufled. He was glad to heat him fay, that 
our fleets were not likely to meet an enemy in the Baltic, 
hut tempefts, and lhallows, and rocks. J f it were fo, his 
Grace faid, he trufted, that whatever enemy they met, they 
would give a good account of them. He was aftoniftied to 
hear the noble Vifcount fay, that the treaty with the Nizam 
and the Mahrattas was an infamous treaty. A day was ap¬ 
pointed for taking it into coniuleration, and he trufleil It 
would be found to be a treaty for the hoilour and intereft of 
the King. 

*" r Lord Rawdon faid, the manner in which the noble Duke Lord 
had alluded to his motion for a Committee to examine the Rawdon* 
(late of the finances, demanded a (hort animadverfiori. He 
had explicitly dated, as a fall, which he was ready to de- 
mondrate, that in* the three Jaft years, fince thg eitablifh- 
tnent of the plan of redemption, and of profound prace, our 
expenditure had exceeded our Income, and that Miniders 
had held out a fallacy, in faying that they had paid oft'a 
million a year. He repeated the aftertion. He challenged 
them to go into a Committee. If they did not feel bold 
enough to do fo, he claimed it as his right that they (hould 
hot difpute the fall. 

Lord Grenville replied, that he felt himfelf juftified in Lord 
thinking it unneceffary to go into the Committee. He Grenville. 
h:hl fatd that in the three firft years of the period to which 
the nobledLord alluded, there had been paid off 2,700,000!. 
and there had only been borrowed 1,700,oocl. fo that there 
was a fur plus in that period of i,ooo,oool. 

Lord Rawdon. “ Why,” faid the noble Lord, a if the Lord 
“ fall be fo, will not the noble Secretary go with me into a Rawdon* 
te Committee, and exhibit his proofs? I again challenge 
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w him to the proofs. I again aver that he includes Exche- 
“ quer bills to a confiderable amount, and takes a large 
“ arrear as an article of revenue; both of which are grofs 
„ “ and palpable fallacies. Such are the temporary expedi- 

“ ents, by which Minifters bolder up public credit and 
“ fuftain theinfelves. After (hrinking from inquiry, and 
(( decifion, when the contcft was propofed to him in the 
“ moft folemn manner, upon a former occafion, the noble 
“ Lord muft now be underftood to have relinquifhed all 
“ right of dating the queftion as dill doubtful. 

“ If, however, his better reflexion has led him to think 
“‘that he was indifcrect in declining the inveftigation upon 
“ the former occafion, he was willing to give him one 
“ more opportunity, but it muft be the laft; if the noble 
“ Secretary of State will not come forward to meet me with 
“ that difiimSl contradi&ion which (hall afford ground for 
“ your Lordfhips’ determination, let it be now under- 
“ ftood that he for ever abandons the point, and the matter 
“ muft never more be argued in this Houfe as undecided. If 
“ he will ftand forward and meet me, then your Lord- 
“ fnips cannot, confiftently with your duty to the public, 
“ refufe me a Committee; and that Committee (hall decide 
“ which of us two, (landing in the face of his country, 
“ (hall have dared deliberately to advance the thing which 
« is not.” 

Lord Lord Grenville faid, he was fure the noble Lord did not 
Grenville, mean to aflert that he had aflerted the thing which was not. 

He thought that the Houfe were as proper as a Committ^ * 
to decide on the accounts. 

The Houfe then divided on the previous queilion. 
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The other queftions were then put, and negatived in the 
fame way without a divifion. 

The Houle adjourned. 


Monday , 1 \th JpriL 

The order of the day being read for the Houfe to take into 
confederation the India papers on the table, • 

Lord Lord Porchcjlcr rofe, and adddefled their Lord (hips in a 
Porchellcr (perch to the following effedl: 

The papers upon your Loid(hips’ table furnifli matter of fo 
much alarm, that however unwilling I am totrefpafs on your 
time, I feel it peculiarly tny duty, who moved their produc- 
i lion. 




ticin, to draw your Lordfhips’ attention to the very import¬ 
ant tranfa&ions which they contain: it is, however, a duty 
which I canr.ot difcharge without reludance, left I fhould in 
its progrefs appear to impeach, in any degree, the high opinion 
which 1 entertain of the chara&er of tiie nobio Earl who 
prefides over the Company’s feivants in India, and is the prin¬ 
cipal d&or in the tranfadlions to W’hich 1 muft entreat your 
Lordftiips’ ferious attention* No man is more fully perfuaded 
than 1 am, or more willing to acknowledge, that the noble 
Earl has palled a life of irreproachable honour and integrity, 
in the ferviceof his country, and that, fora life fo fpent, no 
tfbmmon gratitude is his due; and, however infigniftcant the 
eftimate of my praill- may be, no man at leaft more cheer¬ 
fully pays his portion of the public gratitude to the noble 
Earl than 1 do; but in whatever eftimarien 1 may hold the 
virtues of the (iov( nu r ( •< p.rral, if I ore even perfuaded 
that he could on all occafion? divert himfelf of the prejudices 
of a military education, that he could at all times moderate 
and temper the fi-nf.bility and ardour of a foldicr, with the 
cool caution of a ftatcfman, and phlegm of a financier; even 
if I attribut d infallil>ility to his judgement, I muft equally 
be perfuaded, that the Hoard of Controul pofleiled all his vir¬ 
tues, or at leaft, that they had from the beginning left him 
to the exercile of his own, before the refpedt I bear to his 
ch'aradler could fdrnee my judgement on the tranfadlions in 
queftion. '1 hat this is not the cafe, many incontrovertible 
proofs, drawn from the documents on your table, fufficiently 
evince; and indeed the charadler and features of the tranfac- 
tion betray its parent; the fame mifehievous fpirit that has 
availed itfelfofthedepreffion of France in her political fphere, 
in order to embroiEus with the reft of Europe, has feized the 
fame opportunity to difturb the tranquillity of^hidia; the 
fame iniquitous folly that has converted the fortunate oppor¬ 
tunity of recruiting in pence our exhaufted ftrength, into the 
curfed occafion of wafting the miferabie remnants of declin¬ 
ing refources on idle and ruinous projedls, has equally per¬ 
vaded our affairs in Europe and Afia, It is an impolitic Ad- 
miniftration at home, and not the Governor Genera! in In- 
dill^* who is the author of all this evil, and refponfibK. for all 
its fatal confequences. 

It is not to trifling circumftances of miftaken policy, faid 
his Lordfhip, it is not to venial errors of a Government in¬ 
volved in the embarraffing intricacies of a difficult and criti¬ 
cal fituation ; it is to a war, wantonly entered into, without 
provocation; a war, whofe object is mere conqueft, without 
the refources neceffary to carry it on; in violation of treaties, 
jn contempt of the recorded policy of the Court of Dire&ors, 
through a feiie$ of years, founded on the wifdoixi of their 
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moil experienced fervants, in contempt of their reiterated 
prders, grown ftale with repetition* and in open defiance of 
the fan&ion and authority of the 'egiflature. i am wel 
aware* my Lord?, that the fubjed i have undertaken is as in* 
tricate* as it is important j and I am equally aware, that it$ 
importance required greater abilities than mine to do it juf- 
tice; abilities more pradtifed in giving perfpicuity to the in¬ 
tricacies of mixed detail and reference: 1 am confcious, that 
without the means of feducing your attention, ( mud trefpafs 
much upon your patience during the progrefs of a dry and te¬ 
dious detail* interrupted with frequent references to the do¬ 
cuments on your table, in order to fhape from the disjointed 
limbs of an involved and myflerious trarifaCHon, a body of 
proof* capable of convincing your judgement. I doubt not, 
however* if 1 am fo fortunate as to obtain your attention, 
that I fhall prove rjl that I have aflerted of this trania&ion 
to your conviction, as forcibly as it is imp reded upon my 
own. The hiftory of that part of India, as far as relates to 
the prefent fubjecl, may be collected from a hi ief flatement 
of the treaties pn your table; the treaties we have concluded 
with the Nizam, and his conduCt under thole engagements, 
will fufficiently mark the character of him, on whole faith 
and aflifiance we now rely, and the fituation in which we 
flood with rtfpeCk to him before the prefent diilurbances. 
Oil the 12th of November, 1766, the India Company con¬ 
cluded a treaty with the Nizam, and amongfl other articles 
of great importance to him* we engaged to fupply him witty 
certain ilipulatpd forces, under cerrain circumftances: the 
objeCt of this claufe was to unite our forces to his, in charac¬ 
ter of his ally, in order to invade the territories of Hyder 
Naigue; and accordingly, in the beginning of 1767, the 
Englifh forces, in conjunction with the Nizam, invaded 
Hyder’s dominions. In a very few months the Nizam made 
his peace with Hyder* without giving his E.nglifh allies any 
other notice, than that he had no farther occafion for their 
fervice, and leaving them in an enemy’s country to make the 
bell retreat they could; he left them principals in a war, in 
which they had entered as his allies; neither did he limit his 
treachery to limpl? defertion; before the year was expire 1 he 
joined his late enemy Hyder, with 80,000 men, again It his 
late friends and allies; and, in conjunction with Hyder, in¬ 
vaded the Carnatic, and with Hyder was defeated in Septem¬ 
ber-1767, by General Jofeph Smith, atTrinomaly: taught 
by this rough leffon, he as readily and honourably deferred 
his new friend Hyder,' and united himfelf again with the 
Englifh, to extirpate Hyder as a monfler; having thus 
pbanged Tides three times in thirteen months* For this pur¬ 
pose, on the 23d of February 1768, he concluded a treaty 
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with us, in which, with modeft confidence be aflerts, ft That 
5 ‘ Hyder Naigue having lately invaded and laid wafie with 
“ fire and fword the pofleflions of the Englilh Company, and 
f‘ the Nabob Wolau Jau in the Carnatic, (a£ls which he 
5 * himfelf had done in concert with Hyder) it is certainly 
“ neceflary for their peace, &c. that the faid Hyder Naigue 
<e Ihould be punifhed, &c. n In this treaty, he generoufly 
bellows on the Engli(h the country of the Carnatic Bella 
Gout, belonging to, and then in the pcflelfion of, Hyder, 
and engages to a (Tift them in its conqqeft, on condition, that 
as foon as they (hall be in pofleflion,- they (hall pay to him 
annually, feven lacks of rupees, and to the Mahrattas the 
whole chout, or one fourth of the nett annual revenues of 
the country. The Company like wile engage to furnifh cer¬ 
tain llipulated troops whenever he (hall require them, pro¬ 
vided the affairs of the Company permitted it; by which iaft 
words the Company refcrved trie full difcretion of fending the 
laid troops or not, according to circumftances. I wifii to 
point your Lordfhips attention to this claule, as I (hall have 
very material occasion to revert to it; this is the laft treaty 
concluded with the Nizam, previous to thofe which are the 
fubjeiSl of the prefent confideration. 1 lie peace with Hyder, 
that took place in the year following, 1760, obliterated all 
that part of the above treaty which refpe< 5 ted the cnnqueft of 
Hyder’s dominions, to whom we ceded all our claim, by 
treating with him as Sovereign of that country, leaving him 
in full pofiefiion, and even becoming guranty to him for that 
pofleflion: in other refpe<Sls, the maty of 1769, was a mere 
treaty of peace between thecontracing parties, namely, the 
Company and Hyder; and including the allies of each party 
as allies of the w.y, and nominally the Rajahs of Tanjore 
and Travancore, as allies of the- Carnatic Payen£raut. By 
the fecond article, the contracting parties, namely, the 
Company and Hyder, guaranty each other's pofleflions, and 
not thofe of their allies: it is material that your Lordfliigs 
ihould obferve, that this fecond article of mutual guarantee 
gave fo mucbdifpleafure to the Court of Directors, (as break¬ 
ing through the policy which they had prefcribed to rule the 
“ Mkndudt of their fervants,) that in their lettet to the Select 
Committee at Madras, dated the 10th of April, 1771, they 
fay, “ We cannot but confidcr the u-.fenfive alliance with 
<c Hyder, as a fource ©f infinite evils, and we hope that no 
« temporary confiderations will in future time induce our fer-r 
(t vants to embarrafs us with claims, the fulfilling of which 
** may tend to wound our commercial intereft, and endanger 
*• the public tranquillity, and the refufal whereof may in 
any degree be confirmed as an impeachment of ourho- 
V nour.* Your Lordfhips will certainly obferve, that there 



Y 

*v 

ii not the fhadowof z pretence, that any other defenfire 
engagement was entered Into by this treaty, except that 
with Hyder, of which the Directors here fo firongly com* 
plain; nor will you eafily credit, that contrary to thele plain 
injunctions, any future engagements were entered into by 
their ferVants which could produce the evils of a defenfive 
alliance here complained of; in faCfc, this letter of the 'Direc- 
tors was fo effectual, that (as appears in Sir J. Rumbold's 
Confideratrons of the Political State of India) Hyder claimed 
in Vain the affiftance ftipulated, which in direCt breach of 
the treaty was refufcd. I mention this, in order to point 
your Lmdlhips* attention to the important faCt, that this ar¬ 
ticle of guaranty aid other defenfive claufes foalarming to 
the DireClors, were in conference of their injunctions omit¬ 
ted in the treaty of Mangalore, in 1784, which was there¬ 
fore a Ample treaty of peace. This treaty Was preceded by a 
war with the Mahrattas, Hyder Ally, and other confederate 
Princes, in 1780; and this war was acknowledged to he an 
additional obligation we owed to our good friend the Nizam; 
the proof of this faCl appears by the following minute of Sir 
Eyre Coote, the 12th of January 1781. 

“ The Nizam has in his letter to the Government, and 
“ in his conventions with Mr. Holland, who communi- 
<* ented them to the Governor General and Council, avowed 
** his difpleafure on account of our behaviour with regaid to 
w the Pifhcafh and the Guntoor treaty; and has without 
“ fcruple acknowledged his having, for thefe reafons, etw*. 
xt couraged and connived at a combination of the powers 
againft us; w this war was followed firffc by a peace with 
the Mahrattas in 1782, now on your table, and in the year 
1784* W a peace with Tippoo, commonly called the treaty 
of Mangal**re, which was the laft fubfifting treaty with the 
Chief of Myfore before the prelent war in India, upon which 
it is only neceflary to repeat the obfervation, that the orders 
the Directors, and commands of the legiflature, were more 
ftriCtly ohferved than heretofore, and that it therefore is a 
fimple treaty of peace, including with ourfelves, our friends 
and allies of the war, without any defenfive claufe whatever; 
and that from this treaty no claims, fuch as the DireCKVs 
exprefled in their obfervations on that of 1769, could arife, 
namely, claims embarrafling either to their commercial in- 
terefts, or their honour. It is neceflary for your Lordfhips 
to obferve, that there is no treaty whatever fubfifting between 
the Company and the Rajah of Travancore. Between the 
Nabob of Arcot and the Company you have two treaties on 
the table; the firft of no importance to the prefent queftion; 
the J aft of very great importance: it is a treaty concluded by 
Sir Archibald Campbell ir> 17^7, an,d adjufts the proportion 
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to be paid by the two contra&ing parties for the military* 
peace and war eftablifhments. 1 (hall only refer to the ar¬ 
ticle for the war eftabliftiment; and it profefles to be, “ foe 
“ arranging, by a juft and equitable treaty, a plan for the 
“ future defence of the Carnatic and the Northern Circars, 

« and for difeharging the expence of a- war, in the event of 
«* a war breaking out in the Carnatic, or on the coaft of 
c< Coromandel,” (not in Travancore, or on the coaft of Ma¬ 
labar, nor for theconqueft of My fore). The ftipulated fum 
on the part of the Nabob of Arcot is four-fifths of his reve¬ 
nue, to be applied “ for their common fafety and interefts, 
as alfo for the intereft of their allies in the Carnatic, and 
«* on the coaft of Coromandel,” (and not .for th#feparate al¬ 
lies of the Company, ncmely, the Mahrattas and the Nizam, 
nor for the interefts of the Rajah of Travancore, nor in de¬ 
fence of places fxtuated on the coaft of Malabar. Specific and 
limited powers are given to l'ecure payment, to ceafe when 
the arrears are paid, and a diftind and guarded provifo, 

“ That nothing fhall extend, or be conftrued to extend, to 
“ deprive his Highnefs the Nabob of the Carnatic of the ci- 
41 vil Government thereof, the credit of his family, or the 
(< dignity of his illuftrious houfe; but that the fame fhall be 
“ preferved to him inviolate, faving and excepting the pow- 
“ ers in the foregoing articles exprelled and mentioned. 9 
Thus ftood the affairs of the India Company in that part of 
Hindoftan with refpeft to treaties; and your Lordfhips will 
obferve, that by none of thefe treaties the Qompany are 
bound to defend the dominions of any Prince or State in In¬ 
dia, except thofe of the Nabob of Arcot, unlefs it is fuppofed 
that the guaranty of Tippoo’s dominions,' by the treaty of 
1769, was ftill in fpree before the exifting war. It will now 
he ueceffary, continued his Lord (hip, to (how the 'iftabl idled 
policy and orders of the Court of Dire&ors, and the injunct 
tions of the legislature, which limited and controuled the 
ambition of the Company's fervants in India; for this pur- 
pofel muft trouble your Lordfhips with reading fereralex- 
trafks from general letters. I could with eafe cover your ta¬ 
ble with exara&s, proving the uniform policy preferibed by 
^hq£)ire£tors; but I fhall only fele& a few of different dates, 
in order to cover, with the proof, the whole fpace, from the 
treaty of IJliabad, till the policy received a legiffative fan&ion 
and authority in 1784. I fhall begin with the opinion of 
Lord Clive, given in a letter of the 30th of September, 1765, 
to the Court of Directors, immediately after the reftoralion 
of Sujah Dowlah. “ Our reftoring to Sujah Dowlah the 
** whole of his dominions, proceeds more from the policy of 
u not extending the Company’s territorial pofteffions, than 
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* the geiMfrcru* principle of attaching him for ever to our in- 
44 te^rCit by gratitude.” 

Extract from a general letter of the Court of Dtre&ors to the* 
Prefidentand Council of Fort St. George, May 13, 1768. 


44 You will obferve, from the whole tenor of thefe dif- 
“ patches, that our views are not to enter into offenfive 
44 wars in India* or to make farther acqui fit ions beyond our 
44 prefent pofteffions. We therefore recommend to you as 
44 loon as poffible to bring about a peace, upon terms of the 
44 moft perfect moderation on the part of the Company, and 
** when made, to adhere to it upon all future occafions, ex-* 
“ cept whdh the Company's poftefllons are actually attacked,' 
44 and not to be provoked by frefh difturbances of the Coun- 
44 try powers to enter into new wars. 

“ Cord Clive foon difcovered, that the extirpation ofSn- 
44 jah Dowlah would have broken down the ftrongeft barrier 
41 again ft the Mahrattas, and therefore wifely reftored Sujah 
44 Dowlah; fuch too Ihould be your conduct with refpeA to 
44 the Nizam and Hyder Ally.” 

Extract of a general letter, June 30, 1709 


44 We muflt fay, Upon principles of policy, we wifh for 
4( peace with Hyder Naigue, whenever it can be obtained 
44 on the moft moderate terms; for our policy is to avoid 
44 every thing that tends to the incrrafe of the Mahratta 
44 power, which is evidently the misfortune of this war ; for 
44 you are reduced to the necefiity of being yourfeives the 
44 propofers of new provinces to he added to the dominions 
44 of the Mahrattas, already poftcfted of half the Mogul em<! 
44 pire.” 

41 Opinion of Mr. Dupre and Mr. Haftings, 1770. 


44 We are clearly of opinion, that if the Company were 
44 to take part with either the Mahrattas or Hyder Ally, the 
44 fupporting Hyder Ally as a harrier againft the Mahrattas 
44 would be far more eligible than to throw the whole power 
44 into the hands of the Mahrattas, by uniting them to re- 
44 duce Hyder Ally, and add the Myfore dominion to thgf.’»; 
44 we have all along thought it impolitic to the laft degree 
44 to raife the power of the Mahrattas, already too great and 
44 dangerous.” 

Extra# of Mr. Smith’s Minute, Fort St. George^ Confuta¬ 
tion, Feb. 18, 1 770. 


44 Hyder Ally being the only barrier againft the enor- 
44 mous power of the Mahrattas, lhould always have heed 
44 confidered as our natural ally; the late wat againft him, 

44 which 
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“ which coil the Company fo many lacks, was a war again ft 
“ themfelves.” 

Tfft'were neceflary to give farther proof of the uniform 
policy prefcribed by the Court of Directors, and of the cor- 
refponding opinions of thejr mod experienced fervants, l 
cpuld produce volumes to the lame effect: 1 fhall now fhow 
to you,* that the prefent head of the Board of Controul, and 
the reprefentative, of the Commons of Great Britain, enter¬ 
tained the fame opinion. 1 ftiall therefore read the three firft 
of a long firing of lefolutions moved by the prelent head of 
the Boaid of Controul, and unanimoufly adopted by the Com¬ 
mons, in 1782. * 

t. “ That the orders of the Court of Diredtors of the 
“ Eaft India Company, which have conveyed to their fer- 
“ yarns abroad a prohibitory condemnation of all fchemes 
“ of conqueft and enlargement of dominion, by preferibing 
“ certain rules .-r.d boundaries for the operation of tluir mi- 
“ litary force, and enjoining a rtridt adherence to a fyftem of 
<f defence, upon the principles of the treaty of lllahahad, 
“ werefounded no k-.fi on wildom and polLy than on juftice 
“ and moderation.” 

2. ** That every traufgrelhon of thofe orders, without 
“ evident neceffity, by any of the feveral Britifh Govern- 
(( ments in India, lias been highly reprehen(ihle, and has 
“ tended in a chief degree to weaken the force and influence, 
“ and to diminifh the relources. of the Company in thofe 
“ parts.” 

3. “ That every interference as a party in the domeftic 
“ or national quarrels of the domeftic power*, and all new 
“ engagements witji them in offenftve alliances, have been 
“ wifely and providentially forbidden by the Company in 
“ their commands to their adminiftra*ion in India.” 

To clofethis long firing of proofs, the legiflnture, jn 1784, 
gave its fan&ion and authority vo thete opinion®, and th; fe 
commands, by the adl of the 24Geo. ill. ch. 25 f. 54. 

“•Whereas, to purfue fehemes of conqueft and extendon 
“o£,dominion in India, are meafures repugn mt :o the 
“ wifh, honour, and policy of this nation; hr: it therefore 
“ farther enabled, by the authority aforehml, r T :.it ir Ih.iiJ 
“ not be lawful for the- Governor Gene-.d and Conned of 
“ Fort William, without the exprefs command* .rid auth> - 
<{ rity of the Court of Diredlors, in an v cafe, (except where 
“ hoftilities have a&ually been commenced, or preparations 
€C a&ually made for the commencement of hoftditios again it 
“the Britifh nation in India, or again ft fome of the Princes 
‘\or ftates dependant thereon; or whofe tenitmies the faid 
Vol. XXX, V * Suited 
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“ United Company (hall be at inch time engaged fey any 
“ fuhftfting treaty to defend or guaranty) either to deelate war 
** or commence hoftilities, &c. &c. &c.” 


Thus, my Lords, you have on your table a full viw of 
the engagements binding on the India Company under fub- 
fi fling treaties, both fuch as refpeCt pecuniary arrangements, 
and fuch as give any defenfive claim og the Company ; and 
you have juft heard the peremptory dilates of the legislature, 
jetting bounds to the avarice and ambition of the Company 
and their fervants, by preferibing the policy to be purfued in 
India, and exprefslv and diftin&iy prohibiting the Governor 
General, without the exprefs commands of his fuperiors, ei¬ 
ther to make war or enter into any netv treaties for that pur- 
pofe againft any power, unlefs actual hoftilities are com¬ 
menced by fuch power again ft the poff flfbus of tire Company, 
or offome Prince, to whole defence th> y are engaged hy lub- 
Ti fling treaties. The ij weft ion there fore is bsonghr to aftiort 
Blue; have our pofltffions l>ecn hr ft ariackcdhy Tippoo Sul¬ 
tan, againft whom we h ive waged war, or have the poflef- 
fions of any Prince, to whofe defence we are hy treaty hound, 
been attacked hy Tippoo Sultan' If not, and it is impoflibl* 
to fhow that either of thefe jpvents have happened, nothing 
cati make the war legal, or its purfuit Ids than a direct viola¬ 
tion of the authority of the legiflature, except the exprefs com¬ 
mands of the Board of Controul; and, in that cafe, though 
it is within the legal diferetion of tlie Board, fuch orders 
would be in obvious contempt of the clear explicit fenfe of the 
legiflature, and of the known and acknowledged interefts of 
the Company; but fuch orders would leave the conduct of 
the Governor General free from all imputation of error. 

The legiflature, faid his Lordfhip in continuation, hefides 
the interpofltion of its authority, has placed a ftill farther 
barrier againft: the dangerous ambition of the Company's fer- 
vanfs in India, by conflicting a Board of Controul to fuper- 
imend and keep within its proper bounds the fpeculative ven¬ 
tures of commercial politics. The fervants of the Company 
are at this moment, men of the moft unblemiflied characters, 
and they are bound down by fo many pofltive injunctions and 
explicit laws on the fubjelt of wars and defenfive alliance' 
that it is not in their power to offend in this point; as*.f'in¬ 
deed in the opening of the India budget, on the 31ft of March 
lafl year, it was truly faid by the head of the Etaard of Con- 
troul, that he mull be a daring Governor General indeed, 
“ who could fo far venture to difobev inftru&ions from home, 
“ as raftjly to purfue a different courfe.” What the nature of 
tliofe inflruClions from home have been, which preferibed to 
the Governor General his courfe, will, notwithftanding tlib 
myflerious veil which is caff over them, clearly appear from 
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the papers to which I fhall refer. In order to this, I 
muft entreat your ferious attention to the letter from Lord 
Cornwallis to the Nizam, of the 7th of July, 1789. It is a 
letter of the mo ft extraordinary nature, a phenomenon in the 
diplomatic line, and of the greateft importance. And in con- 
iidering this letter 1 muft beg your Lordfhips to bear in your 
mind the claufe of the alt of 84, prohibiting the Governor 
General, without exprefs commands, to make a treaty of of- 
fenfive alliance; for you will find this letter not only to he in 
efierSt a treaty, but confidered as luch by the writer, and en¬ 
tered as fuch on the file of treaties, as appears by its recital 
amongft the other treaties in the firft article of the late treaty 
with the Nizam; and l fhall prove to your Lordfhips, that 
it is a treaty leaguing war againft Tippoo Sultan, unprovoked 
on his part; this epiftolary treaty, therefore, under the ex- 
ifting circumftances, could not hjve been concluded without 
the authority of the Board of Controul, unlefs you fuppofe, 
what no roan has a right to fuppofe, that Lord Cornwallis 
did that illegally, and without authority, which he might 
have done legally, and with authority. If 1 was difpofed, as 
I am not, to accufe Lord Cornwallis of ailing in defiance to 
law in this treaty, 1 fhould not be entitled to the fuppolition 
that he had ailed without orders;. 1 therefore believe and ad¬ 
mit, as 1 am bound to do, that all was done to legalize the all 
which can have been done, and then the all is not an aH of 
the Governor General, but of the Hoatd of Controul; be it 
an all deferving praife or cenfure, as fuch 1 charge the Board 
of Controul with the war, and all its confequences. 

By this letter it appears beyond all doubt, that antecedent 
to July 1789, and long antecedent to any pretended aUs of 
hoftility, a negotiation of the higeft importance had been en¬ 
tered into betweefrfLoid Cornwallis and the Nizam* in a con¬ 
ference with Abul Colli in, a Vakeel of the Nizam; the firft 
fentenceof the letter is the proof; for he fays* “ that he had 
“ received his Highnefs’s letter, and underftood all the mat* 

** ters intruded to the verbal cojwtfronication of Abul Cof- 
** fitn and he lays, “ that he entered into a candid and ex- 
plicit converfation with Abul Cofiim, on fuhjells of the 
“~** 4 flgheft importance!” Amongft other poflibly important 
points, it appears, that the converfation had turned upon a 
plan of taking pnff flion of Tippoo’s dominions, the Carnatic 
Balia Gaur, under the expired treaty of 1768 ; by which the 
parties being then at war, agreed (as was obferved on the 
treaty} to conquer that country, and that the polleflion, 
fhould remain with the Englifh under certain advantageous 
flipulations for the Nizam and the Mahrattas. The words 
in this myfteriqus letter, which beyond all difpute prove this 
vaH, are the following: “ In regartj to the articles of the 
\ P 2 “ Dewanny, 
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** Dewanny, of the Carnatic Balia Gaut, your Highnefs 
** muft be well convinced that circumftances hnve totally pie- 
“ vented the execution,' and the Company are in full en> 
“ joyment of peace vfith all the world; (fo that the propo- 
** fition refpedted that* which could..not be performed in 
peace,) but ihould it hereafter happen, that the Company 
€< Ihould obtain pofleflion of the country mentioned in thefe 
“ articles, with your Highnefs’s afliftance they will ilri&ly 
** perform the ftipulations in favour of your Highnefs ana 
<c the Mahrattas, (namely, the ftipulations in the treaty of 
“ 1768.) Your Highnefs mull be well aflured, that while 
“ treaties of peace and friend (hip exift with any chief nego- 
“ tiat ions that tend to deprive that chief of any part of his 
•* pofieflions, unprovoked on his part, naturally muft create 
** fuipicions in his mind unfavourable to the reputation of 
“ your Highnefs and the chaiadler of the Company; fince 
“ the only gr-unds on which luch negotiations could be 
“ carried on, reft on a treaty exifting above 20 \ears, 
“ (nam ly, tharof 176b) the execut :on ot wh’ch is yet un- 
“ claimed: and fince no provocation has hitherto been given 
“ to jollify a hre. cb in the prtfent peaceable and amicable 
ee undeiftandinj! between each othfr.” 

The only o -li i vation neceflary at prefent to make upon 
this part of the letter is, that no doubt can he entertained by 
any peib*n of theexteat and objef! of this propofal; and that, 
though it is not openly and avowedly accepted, it was cer¬ 
tainly not rejetSledas a di(honourable prop, ial, which ought 
not to he Jillened to; but it is difcuflrd, as if a decent pre¬ 
tence alone was wanting to its cordial reception: can any one 
read the words “ hut Ihould it hereafter happen that sire 
“ Company Ihould obtain pofleflion of the country with 
your Highurfles’s afliftance,” withoutT'dng petfuaded of 
thehoftile inclinations ro this friendly Chief,, who is acknow¬ 
ledged to have given no provocation ? hut having thus gently 
fet afide this propofal for want of “ provocation to juftify a 
“ breach,” your Lordlhips might naturally expert, that no 
hoftile ad would be done againft this approved and unim¬ 
peached friendfhip with 1 ip poo Sultan, at leaft, in this very 
letter, which however before its fignature quits its epiftd£j"/y 
infignificancy, and aftumes the dignity, weight, and"cha¬ 
racter of a treaty, a treaty for the extirpation of this very 
man, to whofe unviolated friendlhip it bears folemn teftimony. 
The orders received from the Board of Controul admitted 
not the delay which waiting for good oftenfihle pretences of 
provocation would occafion, fome furer ground muft co¬ 
vertly belaid to enfure a rupture; and moft effectually indeed 
is it prepared, and covered only with the* coarfe veil of 
elumfy artifice; accordingly, under pretence of explainiryg 
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fome grammatical obfcurities in the article of 1768, refpeft- 
ing the troops, to be fupplied to the Nizam when required, a 
very fuhftantial and very important alteration is made in that 
* claufe, equivalent to a declaration of war againft Tippoo 
i Sultan, especially when it is recollected, that it was made in 
\ anfwer tea propofal of the Nizam's to invade with joint for- 
■ ces the territories of that Chief. 

The words of Lord Cornwallis's letter are, “ I agree, 
“ that in the fixth article of the treaty, the words, when- 
“ ever the fnuation of aftairs will allow of fuch a body of 
<( troops to march into the Decan, ihail be underftood to 
“.mean, that the force engaged for by this article fhalibe 
granted, whenever your Highnefs (hall apply for it, mak¬ 
ing ofily one exception, that is, that it is not to be etn- 
“ ployed a gain ft any power in alliance with the Company, 
viz. Pundit Pundhaun, Madagee Scindia, and other Mah- 
ratta Chiefs; Pefiiwa, Ragojee ftoofla, the Nabob of Ar- 
cot, Nabob Vizier, and Rajahs of Tanjore and Travan- 
core;" that is, in the moil explicit terms, faying, that 
you may attack with the Company's forces no perlon but 
Tippoo Sultan: (for every other power on the confines of 
the Nizam's dominions, but Tippoo, are excepted;) and 
him and him atone by this alteration you may attack with 
the Company's torces, without their exprefs confent, when¬ 
ever yen .are difpofed fo to do. The Nizam's difpofition 
was not vt-ry doubtful, and the Company’s forces, being 
thus engaged, a choice of provocations would quickly arile 
to enable the Company to join with their whole force. I 
defy the moft devoted partizan of Government, armed with 
the moft blind confidence, to (hut his underftanding to this 
unequivocal proof, that Tippoo Sultan was at this moment 
the devoted viCtflfl. But Lord Cornwallis plaiqjy avows 
the motives for this alteration; for he fays, in exprefs terms 
that, he has confined himfelf to the explanation of the treaty 
of 1768, becaufe the laws of his country prevented his mak¬ 
ing a new treaty; that is to fav, that by the laws, without 
exprefs authority, I cannot make a new offenfive treaty, but 
m I cjui produce the fame e fir cl under the authority 1 have re- 
‘’’“ifeiwd, by an alteration of the claufe of 176b; and Lord 
Cornwallis profeftes in the letter, that this alteiation is made 
with a view to a more perfeCt execution of that treaty; on 
this account 1 have not thought proper to comply with 
fuch requefts by Abul Coflim, that in any lhape tend to 
“ alter the fpirit of that treaty." The fpirit and profefled 
ohjeCl of that treaty was, the conqueft of the dominions now 
belonging to Tippoo Sultan; and, in fall, this alteration re¬ 
animates the expired fpirit of that treaty, by taking off the 
%iuzzle of reftraint that curbed the warlike efficacy of the 
X ' ftimilated 
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fltpulated troops, and at the fame time encouraging their 
employ ment in the only way they can be employed, namely, 
again A Tippoo, by giving frelh aflurances, that “ fhould 
u it hereafter happen, that the Company fhould obtain pof- r 
u feffion of the country, (belonging to Tippoo,) with your 1 
** Highnefs’s affiftance they will perform the Imputations'^ 
in favour of your Highnefs, and the Mahrattas.” 
Notwithflanding the power now vefted folely in the Ni- 
72m to attack Tippoo, according to his with, with the 
forces of the Company, there fiill remained a difficulty to 
petfuadethe cautious prudence and interefled cunning of the 
Nfzatn, to adt without the authority of an open and avotfed 
treaty; it was therefore neceffary to give weight and autho¬ 
rity to this letter, which refpetfively refers to, and is both 
comment and text to the convention with Abul Coffim, ■ 
and for this purpofe. Lord Cornwallis fays to the Nizam in 
this letter, “ Your Highnefs will be convinced, from the ex- 
“ planations I have given to thofe articles in the treaty of 
“ ambiguous and obfeure meaning, that I am earneAly de- 
“ fjrous of the adjuftment of every matter, on giounds fair 
44 and liberal. But it is neceffry, in confideration of the 
€t luhie&s of converfation with Meir Abul Coffim, that 1 
“ fhould point to your Highnefs, that unlefs jult caufe 
“ fhould be given for entering into new treaties, the laws of 
** my country, the injun&ions of the King and Company of 
t( Kngland, as well as the faith and honour of the EngliJh, 

“ prohibit me from entering into any negotiation to make 
* l new treaties (of war, for others he can make), and I 
“ have confined my conferences with Meir Abul Coffim to 
t( the explanation of that made in 1768, with a view to a 
•* more perfect execution of it. On this account, 1 have not 
•* judged 4 * proper to comply with luch reijuefts as have been 
* ( made by Meir Abul Coffim, that in any fhape tend to al- 
ter the fpirit of that treaty. A farther argument to im- 
prefsyour Highnefs with the propriety of this determina- 
•* tion is, the lamflion and fupport of His Majefty anjl the 
** Company of England, to thofe meafures that coincide with 
*' their inftru&ions, (fothar thefe meafures were prefc^bTl. 
by their inftruftions). 1 

“ I have mentioned this circutnftance, merely to afTure 
“ your Highnefs of the flrength of my affertions, and the 
<£ value of mv engagements in regard to the Gun toor Circa r, 
* c and the other articles of the tteaty; and 1 trufl, that this 
** clear explanation of the ambiguous article of the treaty 
•* will render it effectual, and will afford your Highnefs a 
** convincing proof of the Company’s determination to ad- 
" here to the faith of it. Although 1 have not agreed.to 
44 enter into anew treaty with your Highnefs, through Mot 
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“ Highnefs, in confidcratton df the autbprity verier! in qH 
“ by the King and Parliament of England, will coniider my 
“ letter, though merely purporting a dear explanation of 
„ “ the feveral articled in the treaty of 1768, ftrong and ef- 
V c ficient upon theEnglifh Government in India; equally fo, 
*‘ 4 as a treaty in due form could he, fmce the Members of 
** the Council have g ven their cheat fui acqu'ulccuce to its 
* 4 contents.” 


It is neceflary to obfene upon this part of the letter, that 
though Lord Cornwallis afleits, that lie camu.t make a new 
treaty ; he admits, that he can make a new claufe tor an old 
tredty, by which he makes it a treaty of new effiiSt ; and 
tliat it is diixtflly contrary to the ad of Parliament, unlefs 
he acts under exprefs ccmmaixh; for it is become a treaty of 
oftenfive alliance againii "1 ippoo, whenever it fliall plcafe the 
Nizam. and confequemly is illegal; o«- imirt have Inen con¬ 
cluded under the expre fs authority of the Board of Contrnul, 
who have probably prefcnbiu this mod of piirate ipillolary 
treaty, to enable the Nizaut oftenfibly to commence the. 
war, and prohibited an open avowed treaty in due form, in 
order to conceal the early fteps they took to lay the founds* 
tion of the war, and the words above alluded to in the let¬ 
ter, to induce the Nr/,am to be fatisfied with this no\el diode 
of tranfa&ing hufmefs of this nature, prove this inference to 
be well founded, and the following words farthei confirm it: 
lc All hough I have not agreed to enter into a new treaty 
<c with your Highnefs, yet, your Highnefs, in confidera- 
* c tion of tlie authority veiled in me by the King and Parlia- 
“ ment, will confider my letter, though merely purporting 
« a clear explanation of the feveral articles in the treaty of 
ft 1 768, ftrong am^ efficient upon the Knglilh Government 1 
tc in India thi^is nor the language of one a£ling # with ad¬ 
vertence to the operations of thea^l, nor deficient in thole 
inftru&ions which are neceffary to legalize his conduct. 

} The fum of this letter is, that Lord Cornwallis, by the au¬ 
thority vefted in him, enters into a treaty with the Nizam,, 
by which he gives new powers to the Nizam to invade, with 
‘*h<$ Company’s forces, the territories of Tippoo Sultan, and 
no other perfon; and that he does in anfwer to a propoiitioit 
refpedling an attack of Tipppo’s dominion. 

Let any candid man judge, faid his I.ordftn'p, what mull 
have been *j ippoo Sultan's opinion of his own ill nation, 
when he heard, as doubilef, be found means to do, what had 
, palled between the Nizam, whole chara£Vr he well knew, 

. and the Englifli Company, whofe adherence to treaty he had 
experienced, when he claimed tb*ir afliflance under th.ir of 
^769, againfi the Mahratta;. What muft lie huyethought 
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of hit fituation whenlie recollected that in addition to this 
prepared hoftility on his Northern frontiers, a very fufpi- 
eious movement had fome time before taken place on his 
Southern frontiers, when, in perfect peace, a body of the 
Company's troops, contrary to ui'ual cuftom, and without j 
caufe, had marched to Travancore, and been polled in a j 
fort of the Rajah of fravancore, at Parour, in themidftof 1 
a country tributary to i ippoo, and on the Southern con* 
fines of his dominions? What muii he have thought, when 
he faw the Rajah himfelf take poileffion (in force) of two 
1 )utch'forts, whofe advanced polition in Tippoo’s territoiies, 
made it naturally an object of jealoufy to him; if he had re¬ 
ceived no other caufe, he mutt have been a weak man indeed, 
if he had not been coit inced that it was neceffary for him to 
be On his guard, for that “ this opportunity” (according t6 
Lord Cornwallis's letter to (ieneral Medows) “ was to lie 
“ taken to reduce his power.” 

Thus your Lordships fee, that a clear foundation for a 
rupture with Tippoo Sultan was artfully laid, in a manner 
that gave fome hopes that it might be effected, without car¬ 
rying along with it open proof of our aggreflion; power 
given to his avowed enemy to attack him with theCompa- 
ny'sfarces, and that power given by a treaty in the difguife, 
and with the intended privacy of a letter, was deemed an in¬ 
fallible recipe for a war, and a falvo for the credit of the En- 
glifh name: but the Nizam, pradifed as we have feen him 
in every political fubterfuge, and capable of every deceit, and 
at the fame time not ignorant in tin; hitlory of our Indian 
faith, and poflefled of its value in this very negotiation, was 
not fo ready as was expe&ed, on the faith of private af- 
furances. and implied oflfenfive alliances, to plunge himfelf 
into a wac with a formidable enemy, on *l“.“ foie confidence 
of a lecrec epiftolary treaty, fufpicious by its difguife, and 
myfterious in its language; the war, therefore, was not 
found fuificiently certain without an open avowed league, in 
which the Company mud bear its equal {hare. The treaty 
therefore of partition between the Company, the Nizam, and 
the Mahrattas, of Tippoo Sultan's dominions, was planned* 
and determined; and I wavefor themoment the co.tfideratum 
of ail the trifling pretences of quarrel with Tippoo, which 
had intervened between the letter of the 7th of July, (for 
before that date, Lord Cornwallis hears teftimony in his 
epiftolary treaty, that no caufe of provocation had been 
given ;) and the date of the treaty of partition itfelf, becaufc 
the war having been planned and detertniued'on the 7th of 
July, no fuch pretence could in truth have been its caufe; 
and if it was even poflible to fuppofc the extraordinary let¬ 
ter of the 7th to have been an innocent, unmeaning letter^ 

wUlv 



A.rj$u *■ Jft, £ t®'*® 

tith no hoftile intMttiohi, it would then he unfair td take 
the motives of the war from public fame, when the treaty* 
Which is the profefFed declaration of war, is upon your table 
to fpeak for itfelf, and fhow the true grounds upon which 
its authors reft their justification; and it is not to be doubted* 
that, if they had a better pretence for the war than is there 
to be found, they would have affixed it to the front of the 
record : Woife motives they may have had than there ap> 
pears; to fufpe& them of better, is to fufped them of mad- 
siefs dfcd lolly. I do not mean to avoid thedifeuffion of any 
affignable pretence, but to begin with the pretence affigned 
ill, the record, as the moft regular courfe; and, as it will 
ierve to dilpiove the pretences which your Lorilftnp will 
find, like all other fallacies are built on fuch weak ground, 
that they will fink beneath theprefTure of examination : 1 muft 
theiefore defire \our attention to the treaties between the 
Comp my, the Ni/im, ind the Mihrattas; and on its firft 
mfpeiftion, I tinnot help obkrvmg a plain difobedience of 
the Company's ordc*is, in the fiont of the tteaty with the Ni¬ 
zam. 

It isnegotuted by a unlit irv man, C'tpt Kennaway, a gen- 
tlem in, nlTdouht, fit toi the employment, except tint wh.’n 
Cieim d Call) uni li ul negotnnd thetreny of 1766, the Com t 
of I )nt obft 1 vt, that ** it is highly (l.fj h iling to us, an 1 
* 1 of it 1 n y to our onit rs, that a milituy offcei fhould be 
«* alont employ td in involutions of our commcrcnl or poll- 
“ lical imtrHH" 'I hi next obvious rtmark, is the Time 
which ! Infso m»U to the firft epiftolary tieaty, that fuch a 
tri irv Ci 11 Id not t> entered into by Loid Cornwallis, without 
the txpiels authontv of tie Board of Controul, and conie- 
quently it nffjids mother proof, that it is not his aft, but 
that 01 the Boiid Wor 113 hoftilities are even aftertqd to have 
been lommitteiragunft the Enghfh nation, her dependants, 
or allies, but the very fingular word of infidelity (which he- 
tween nations muft lefer to an inferior clafs of complaints) is 
fubftituted, conveying to the mind no overt a£t of hoftility , 
and this word is not ufed through inaccuracy, but has been 
chofen after delibet ttion, is fafer in its obfcurity and infigm- 
ftea^cy, than a cleirly unfounded afllrtion the allegation of 
hoftilities is thercfoie ftudioullv avoided , for if you read the 
coriefpondmg chufe in the laft treaty with the Nizam in 
1768, you will find, that m the pief-nt treaty it is m part 
copied, and in part rejected, and the imputation of hoftilities 
is juft the pirr tejtiSled; the commiflion of hoftilities being 
the only charge ag 1111ft Tippoo vvhicl could legalize the war 
agunft him upon the face of thetreny, would not have been 
omitted, when the reft of the claufe lerved as a model, if it 
^could have been uted without a mmiftft \ lolalion cf truth 
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The claufe of 176$ roflt tbt;i: Hyder Naigue *• having lately 
“ invaded, with fire and fw6rd, the poflrmon* of the Englim 
“ Company, and thc^ Nabob Wolau Jau in the Carnatic, it is 
'«* certainly neceflary for their peace, that the faid Naigue 
“ Jbould be puni/bed and reduced, fo that he may not hcre- 
“ after have the power to give any perfon farther trouble:** 
the words “ fhouhl be punsihed** and the fubftance of the re¬ 
mainder, is adopted in the prefent treaty, which runs thus: 
“ Tippoo Sultan having engagements with the thtee con raClL- 
“ ing parties, has, notwithftanding, a died with infidelity to 
“ them all ; for which reafon, they have united in a league. 
** that to the utmofl of their power they may punifh him y and 
** deprive him of the means of dijlurbing the general tranquillity 
,e in future.” The aCl of Parliament would have justified a 
war, commenced under fuch adts of hoftility as are Hated in 
the former treaty ; and it required the exigence of iimilar hof- 
tilities to authorise the prefent treat v, and if it had been pof- 
fihleto have Hated any aCts of hoilility in the prelint treaty, 
in compliance with the ad!, they would have hecn detailed. 

In the third article it is confeiled that no hoftilities had 


f 
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commenced at the time of the treaty with Tippoo ; for the ar¬ 
ticle provides for the commencement of fuch hoftilities thus, 
that “ this undertaking being refolved on, it is agreed, that 
“ on Captain Kennaway*s annunciation to the Nabob of the 
«* aChial commencement of hoftilities between theCompany’s 
** forces and the faid Tippoo, &c. &c ” And it mull he ob- 
ferved, that our allies are out of the queftion upon the face of 
the treaty, for there is no pretence even of an infidelity to 
our allies, nor is the intereft of any one ally hinted at in the 
whole treaty ; the Nabob of Arcot and the Rajah of Travan- 
core have as little to do with this treaty, as with our nego* 
ttations with Ruflia; they are not mentioned ; their exiftence 
is not fuppofed, much let's are their injuries,*\*heir benefits, or 
tlieir protection provided for; whatever may be the infide¬ 
lities which Tippoo has committed towards the three contract¬ 
ing parties, and however well they may be provided againft, 
the complaints of none but the contracting parties are heard 
of, nor any divifion of the fpoil affigned for the indemnity or 
fatisfaCtion of others: thefe unknown infidelities deferv.e, it*, 
jfeems, the deepeft refentment, andpunifhment to the utmaft'of 
the powers of the three contracting parties; though Lord 
Cornwallis, in his letter of the 9th of September, confiders 
refentment in Tippoo of an Injury, which he then thinks it 
.probable that he had received, as inexcufable: refentment is 
only permitted to the India Company, and that without 
hounds; but then it is found commercial productive refent- 
rnent, which juftifies the conqueft of rich dominions, and for 
an injury done to our ally, enables ui to pur the fruits of our 
refentment in our own pockets. " * 

My 
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My Lords, I have endeavouredto prove £0 your Lordfhips, 
and trail that I have not failed, that it has been the uniform 
policy of the Dire&ors, and of the legiflatiire, to avoid wars 
of conqueft in India, and to coniine the Company to the li- 
\ mils ot their jnefent territories, and to the management of 
’ their commercial interefts; and to prevent any connr ft ions 
with the native Princes or States, which might embroil us iu 
their domeftic quarrels, and particularly to disapprove of the 
prefent political arrangement with the Mahrattas again ft the 
Chief of Myiore. 1 hayelikewife proved, that in point of 
faft, we are not engaged by any treaty (except that with the 
Nabob of Arcot, and Rajah of Tanjour) to the defence of the 
territories of any Prince or State, in the Peninfula of India; 
notwithilanding which, I have endeavoured to fhow, that 
Lord Cornwallis’s letter of the 7th of July, is a treaty, plan¬ 
ning the conqueft of Tippoo Sultan’s dominions with the Ni¬ 
zam, and that fuch aft was unprovoked on his part; that 
the faid plan of conquefl was formed at home by the Board of 
Controul; that the iubfequent tieaties with the Nizam and 
the Mahrattas, are continuations of fuch p*an, and do not 
even pretend any afts of hoilility committed by Tippoo againil 
the Company or their allies, as themotives of the war. 

Here then l might refl with full confidence that I had 
proved my afiertions, and that I fhould not hear any anfwer 
capable of unhinging the proofs I have adduced ; but, as I am 
perfuaded, that whoever undertakes the defence of this mea- 
fure, mull meet me with evafions and ungrounded pretences 
of war; and as the pretences which have been firil rejected, 
and then adopted by Lord Cornwallis, and afterwards rejec¬ 
ted by the treaty, may probably he again refumed, 1 will en¬ 
deavour- to fhow to your Lordfhips that they are totally void 
of foundation, anfk'untenable in every light in which they 
can be confident, In doing this, I do not mean to quit the 
firm ground* Hand upon, that the war was planned and de¬ 
termined before the pretences exifted; but I will readily meet 
the queftionl whether the war could have been juftifiably 
grounded upon the attack of the lines of Travancore? In 
that cafe, our attachment to the faith of treaties, and our in¬ 
vincible fidelity to our allies, is fuppofed to have drawn us 
necefTarily, though unwillingly, into the war, as allies of the 
Rajah of Travancore, whofe dominions had without provoca¬ 
tion been attacked by Tippoo Sultan. From the documents 
upon your table, 1 venture to aflert, and doubt not clearly to 
prove, that not a Angle part of the ground upon which this 
defence of the war Hands, is tenable : 1 fliall therefore pro* 
ceed to fhotv, that the Rajah of Travancore is, in no fenfeof 
the word, bur ally; adly. that if he had been our ally, fo far 
-%frora having been attacked without provocation, he wps 
J CL2 clearly 
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deafly and bey und doubt the Mdbi jdly, that if be had 
been oar ally, and:not the aggmfer in the tranfa&ion of the 
forts arid lines, be h^d, in Lord Cornwallis^ decided and 
unaltered opinion, forfeited all claim to the profce&ion of the 
Company, if he had ever been entitled to it; and, 4thly, that ' 
if he was our injured ally, with an unimpeached claim to our 
protection, we have not in the treaties for the war, faid to be 
entered into for his protection, fecured him either protection 
or indemnity, or in any way attended to his intereil; and 
laftly, that the pretence is fo totally groundlefs, that it fails 
in the very principle upon which it is rounded; for fo far from 
being urged into this war by the facred and inviolable attach¬ 
ment to the good faith of our engagements, we have trampled 
upon the moil folemn ties of alliance, friendfliip, and truft, 
in order to procure refources to carry on this war, which is 
joftifiable upon none of thefe grounds. 

The Rajah of Travancore is not an ally in any fenfe of the 
word, certainly in no fenfe that binds us in obligations of 
mutual defence; that we have no treaty with him is admitted, 
therefore there can be no mutual obligations. But it is af- 
ferted, that he was included as an ally, in the treaty of peace 
concluded at Mangalore, in 1784: he was certainty (as an 
ally of the war) comprehended in the peace which concluded 
it; but, if he was not our ally by feme treaty before, or 
fince the war, that treaty of peace between the Company and 
Tippoo Sultan, could not have made him our ally, or given 
him any claims as fuch. He was not even a contracting 
party, and therefore, neither could have received ..or given 
any piedgfe of alliance. We, as principals in the war, pro¬ 
cured for him peace, but we contracted no farther; and fo 
much is this the do&rine of treaties in Ihdia, as well as in Eu¬ 
rope, thatp in the treaty of 1769, with Hyd^.r, the Rajah of 
Travancore was equally by name included ai ,n ally of the 
war, to a participation of the peace which terminated it; but 
when in the fecond article of that treaty we proceeded to of- 
fen five imputations, the contracting parties were )( a lone com¬ 
prehended, and not the allies; and the Directors‘complained, 
(in the letter before alluded to) of this deviation from their or¬ 
ders. ** We cannot but confider the defensive alliance with 
** Hyder, as a fource of infinite evil, and we hope that no 
u temporary confideration will in any future time induce our 
“ fervants to embarrafs. us with claims, the fulfilling of. 
“ which may tend to wound our commercial interefis, &c.” 
The Directors certainly never fufpe&ed that the defen five ar¬ 
ticle with Tippoo was not the only article which embarrafied 
them with claims, they never fufpe&ed that they fad, by 
the pretain doctrine, guaranteed for ever the pdfTeflkxis of 
every Prince, whofe name was infer ted in that treaty of peace 
+ > as 
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at their aHy; and that they did ftr without being i ntrtl td tfr 
any thing in return: for the allies not being contrasting par-' 
t* 98 , had not acknowledged the cont railing parties as dheif 
allies* and entitled them to all the privileges of that appella¬ 
tion, whatever they may he. 

The claim of allies/ under the treaty of Mangalore, if 
poffiblb, is lefs than that in 1769; becaofe the negotiators 
of the treaty of 1784, ailing in obedience to the injua&iont 
of the Directors, and of the legislature, and remembering 
the complaint made by the Directors, in 1769, juft cited, 
cannot be fuppofed to nave intended to convey any claims of 
the embarraffing nature above ftated; and you have but to 
read the treaty of 1784, to be perfuaded that it contains in 
fall no defensive article, or engagement whatever. But the 
allies of the war, as before, are included in the peace; it is 
impoflible to guaranty the continuance of peace; peace is too 
volatile to be bound in chains; it is of too fubtile a nature to 
be enfured by force of arms; it is deftroyed by the very at¬ 
tempt fo to preferve it. The lofs occalioned by the infrac¬ 
tion of peace, can alone he the obje& of guaranty ; fuch a 
claufe of guaranty may be inferted in a treaty, but it is not of 
theeflence of a treaty of peace; otherwife all the nations of 
•the world who have been once at war, would be hound in a 
perpetual guaranty of each other’s pofleffions. All this ap¬ 
pears to me to be obvious to plain and unlettered fenfe; but 
let us hear how the learned writers on the law oi nations ex¬ 
plain the engagements to an ally, included in a treaty of 
peace. Vatell, Book IV. Chap. II. Page 119, lays, “ The 
(( principal party in whofe name the war was made, cannot 
M juftly make a peace excJufively of his al'ies; by compre- 
“ bending them in his treaty, all be can requireof his re- 
“ conciled eneptfy is, not to attack his allies on account of 
the fuccot^ they furniihed again ft him; not to moleft 
“ them, bur to live in peace with them, as if nothing had 
** happened!” in page 121, he fays, “ Theeffelt of the 
( “ treaty of ppace is to put an end to the war, and to abolifli 
“ the fubjett of it; it leaves the contracting parties without 
“ any rights of committing hoftilities, either for the very 
** fubje& which kindled tiie war, or for what has paft*ed in 
.** the courfe of it; it is therefore no longer permitted to take 
-^*up arms for the fame caufe: accordingly, in thefe trea- 
the parties reciprocally oblige theinfelves to a perpe- 
“ tual peace, which is not to he underftood as if the con- 
“ tradingjiarties promifed never to make war on each oilier ' 
“ for any caufe whatever. Peace relates to the war which 
** it terminates, and as it forbids the fevera! parties of the 
fame war taking arms fbr the caufe which at firft kindled 
* ** it, is in totality perpetual peace on that fubjell; claims 
• / “ founded 






M founded op a debt, or an injury prior to the war, but 
*“ which mad* no part of the reafon s for undertaking it, 
** remain entire, and are not aboiifhed by the treaty.”— 
Page ii8, “ It is of great importance that anew war mould 
4t be diftinguilhed from the breach of a treaty of peace, the 
“ rights acquired by fuch treaty A ill fubfifting, not with - 
“ Handing the new war: whereas, they are annulled by the 
** breach of the treaty on which it is founded.” 

It appears clearly by thefe references, faid his LordAiip, 
that there is not the fmalleft ground for fuppofing, that an 
ally included in a treaty of peace could be entitled as fuch, 
to a guaranty of his property ; even if it was not obvious, 
that the policy of the Company prohibited in this cafe the 
fuppoiition, that fuch conftrudion was on their part in¬ 
tended ; and the Rajah of Travancore on las part can have 
no claim in natural juftice to fuch conftru&ion, for he is not 
a contracting party, and is bound to nothing; but he is flill 
lefs entitled to it in the character of anally of the Dutch: 
he hiinfelf confefles in his letter to Mr. Hollond, the 2d of 
July, 1789, that he and the Dutch are bound to affiA each 
other mutually in cafe of being engaged in warfare, and the 
Prefident informs Mr. Hollond, on the 26th of June, 1788, 
that an offeniive and defenfive treaty had long fubAAed be¬ 
tween the Rajah and the Dutch. The Rajah of Travancore 
therefore, being under no engagements by treaty to our de¬ 
fence, is bound under this offenfive and defenfive alliance 
with the Dutch, tp attack us whenever we Aiall be at 


variance with his contra&ed allies, the Dutch; but if it 
was poffible for ignorance^ in fpite of authorities, in fpite 
of reafon, to fuppofe, that we were bound to defend him, 
who is in no cafe bound to defend us, and in fome cafes en¬ 
gaged to'the Dutch to attack us, yet it’-^ould pafs the 
bounds of ignorance to fuppofe, that the fp^cific cafe in 
which fuch claim could arife, was in a difficulty incurred by 
a difpute fold to him by his allies the Dutch, together with two 
forts; can there be any affignabie reafon why Aiould vo¬ 
luntarily take upon us the defence of a Prince, whofe terri¬ 
tories the Dutch, by fubfiAing treaties, are bound to defend, 
and particularly thofe in queAion, where the fale itfelf im¬ 
plies a guaranty from the Dutch, if none had previouAy ex- 
iAed? When we are by no treaty, nor by any technical 
confirmation of the word ally, bound to fuch defence, affd 
more particularly when the purchafe is acknowledged to 
have been made for the colluAve purpofe of leaking us 
engage in the defence of Dutch forts; for the Rajah, in his 
letter to Mr. Hollond, of the 3d of September,! 1789, con¬ 
fefles that one of his motives for the purchafe yf the forts - 
from the Dutch, “ leA the Englifli troops at Favour Aiould 

- excufe 
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**. excufe themfelves from lending a Hi fiance and a&ing in 
u concert with me, on account of their being dependant oil 
* 5 the Dutch; my friend would alfo imagine, that for the 
“ fake of defending the confines of others, l had drawn this 
4i trouble on myfelf.'* It appears therefore manifeft, that 
the Rajah of Travancore is not an ally of the Englilh 
entitled to defence, that he is the ally of the Dutch, whole 
duty *and whole fuhfifiing intereft it is, (from the fituation 
of Cochin) to defend him; and yet fuch is the ft range and 
unjufiifiahle conduct of the Board of Contioul, that having 
no alliance with the Rajah of Travancore, they afleit them- 
felves to be hound by honourable engagements to defend him 
in all emergencies, and to fupport him with the whole for e 
of the Company’s arms and revenues, in maintaining fuch ac¬ 
quisitions as he may think pr> dent to add to the firength of 
his country: and having a treaty of alliance in 1769, and 
another treaty of amity in 1784, with the Chief of V*yfore, 
they will not lutrer him even to defend himfelf again ft the 
incrcafing power of his neighbour in the heart of a country 
dependant upon him; and yet this fame government, with 
the fhamelefs inconfifiency that belongs to them, are at the 
fame moment involving the country in another war, to pre¬ 
vent the growth of the Ruffian power, by the acquifition of 
ait unimportant fort on the hanks of the Nieper. Here 
again I might clofe my proof, for if he is not our ally, it is 
immaterial who was the aggrefior; hut if he was admitted to 
he an ally, intitied to defence, as fuch, he would lofe that 
claim, if he proved to he the aggrefior; and 1 feel no diffi¬ 
culty in aliening, that there is the cleareft proof on your ta¬ 
ble, that he, and not Tippoo Sultan, was the aggrefior, 
whether you confider it on the ground of defence, or pur- 
chafe of the forts-* or waving the quefiion of the forts, as 
if it had noy-iaken place, you confider the alfair of the 
lines as detached from them, and Handing upon its own 
merits. f 

After Tippoo Sultan had commenced hoftilities againft 
the Dutch,\and had funimoned the fort of Cranganore, then 
in pofleffion of the Dutch, the Rajah marched troops to the 
defence of the Dutch, and manned the forts with his troops, 
as appears by the Rajah's letter of the 14th of June, 1789, 
and the Refident’s letter of 19th of O&ober, 1789. This 

S ference, as an ally of the Dutch, expofes him in 
ler to the confequences of juft war, without any 
on Tippoo Suhan as being the aggrefior, unlcfs 
led that an ally may ftrike a blow without expo- 
: to a return of hofiility: this a& of the Rajah 
juftified Tippoo Sultan, if be had in confequence 
rd the Travancore country : but the Rajah did 




nofcContertt hlinfetf wkh remaining am lit of tin Dutch, 
%o pdrChafed tfte war with thedifputed forts from the Dutch, 
and made himfelf a principal inftead of an ally. The pdf- 
chafe of forts on the frontiers of any power, muft naturally 
give him umbrage, and by the law of nations would juftify 
his refinance to that change of relative fituation, which 
Lord Cornwallis, in his letter of the 13th of November, 
admits this purchafe to Have produced, and to he on that 
account, juftly offenfive to Tippoo Sultan; this offence 
J.ord Cornwallis admits (till to remain on the 13th of No¬ 
vember, after h-; began tef view the tranfa&ion in the moft 
favourable light for the Rajah, and to qualify the decided 
cenfure he had pronounced againft him on the 29th of Sep¬ 
tember; but if juft caufe of offence remained, be it ever lb 
fmall, in wh.it way is it to be fettled between fovereign 
powers, but by f re**, or by the very inode of reparation 
repeatedly urged, and u.-ged in vain by J ip poo, namely, 
that things fhould be roftored to their former in offenfive 
ftate, in his own words tc that the forts lliould be reftored to 
44 the Dutch, for what is unufual is improper.” Lord Corn¬ 
wallis when in his letter of the 13th of November, fpeaks 
moft favourably of the Rajah of Travancore, relpe&ing the 
affair of the forts, feems to have forgot the grounds of the 
dil’pute, (though he at the fame time admits, that the pur- 
chafe produced an offenfive change in the relative liiuation 
of the two powers), for he gives us a ground for his more 
favourable opinion, that if the Dutch held the forts inde¬ 
pendent of the Rajah of Cochin, or of Tippoo, that they 
had an undoubted right to fell to whom they ple.tfed, and 
that Tippoo could not, in that cafe, juftly claim the poffef- 
fian or allegiance of thefe places; certainly that argument 
would have had fome weight, if the objed in difpute had 
been the right of pofteffion, as between "Syjppoo and the 
Kajah, or the right of allegiance; but neither df, thefe is the 
cafe; for whatever claim to the allegiance of tVfe forts Tip¬ 
poo maintains, he does not demand it of the RAjah, but he 
i it lifts with the natural jealoufy of a neighbouring Prince, 
not that the forts fhould be given ujlto him, or allegiance 
rendered to him by the Rajah, but that they be reftored to 
the Dutch, to be held as they were held before; becauie 
every thing which is unufual is improper. If ever there was 
am honourable or a juft caufe of war, befides that of defence 
it is in order to prevent a change of the relative fituation br a 
Trval power, which endangers your relative fccurity>/is in 
fad a war of remote defence, and juftifiahle ou^rtie fame 
principles; neither the fpirit of ambition, of avarice or re- 
fentment, can didate the peaceable defire of preferving 
things as they are, or reftoring them to the' ufual ftate * 
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from wliencei they had juft departed; that this jealoufy of 
Tippoo Sultan was forefeen, and his conduct thereon ex- 
pe&ed, is apparent from the Rajah of Travancore's letters 
to the govermhent of Madras, before the difpute arofe ; and 
the candu& of Tippoo is juftified not only by that expecta¬ 
tion, and by the Governor General's opinion in his letter of 
the 29th of Septemher, and the obfervation juft alluded to in 
his letter of the 15th of November, but alfo hy the opinion 
of Mr. Hollond in his letter to the Governor General of the 
30th of January, 1790; wherein he fays, that “ it might na- 
“ turally be fuppofed that the purchafe of Cranganore and 
“ Jacottah would give umbrage to Tippoo; that whatever 
( * might be the tenure by which the Dutch held thefe 
“ places, it was contrary to the law of nations to difpofe of 
“ them at their option, to the aggrandizement of a neigh- 
“ bouring power.” 

The Rajah of Tiavancore, therefore, if he had been our 
ally, appears clearly to have been the aggreflor, in either 
point of view ; by iuterfeiing, as an ally of the Dutch, in the 
defence of the forts, 01 as a purchaier of the forts from the 
Dutch, and thereby offenfively altering the relative fituation 
between himfelf and Tippoo, Before I proceed to the next 
head, 1 ouiil beg leave to make a few obfervations on the in¬ 
dependant poflefiion of the forts hy the Dutch, as Lord 
Cornwallis appears, in his letter of the 15th of November, 
to confidei that point as material to his judgement. 1 con- 
fefs, that I do not think, even according to his own ftate- 
ment, it ought to influence his judgement; much lefs do 1 
think on an accurate ftatenient, it can in the leaft affeCt the 
merits of the c|uellion, which does not relpeCl the rights of 
the Dutch, I nit the juftifiable jealoufy on the transfer. It 
by no means however appears, that the Dutch Iiad an inde¬ 
pendant pofl^llion; they themfelves admit, that they had 
paid rent fo. fome lands conne&ed with the forts, though 
not (as thay fay) for the forts. The Governor of Madras, 
and Mr. ffaylor, in their letter of the 17th of February, 
179O, however, do not appear to give them implicit credit; 
$nd Tippoo Sultan, who is at leaft in this point as good a 
witnefs as the Dutch, aflerts the contrary; but it appears 
inconteftibly by Mr. Powney's letter, of the 17th of Au- 
guft, 1789, before the purchafe of the forts, that they were 
then underftood in the country to be held by the Dutch, of 
The Rajah of Cochin, a tributary to Tippoo Sultan, as fove- 
reigq^f Calicut. Tippoo, in his letter, Nov. 1, 1789, af- 
fertsTnt^t the forts were rented of the Aumildars of Cali¬ 
cut, of which he is fovereign, and he is juftified in this ta£t 
Jby the general hiftory of the Indies; where it appears, that 
when Valauey. de Gama, in 1498, landed at Calicut, be 
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found it to be the capital of a powerful empire, wbofe fore¬ 
reign had the title of Zamorin: That this empire extended 
over ail Malabar; Capral, who commanded the fecond expe¬ 
dition from Portugal, failed from Calicut to Cochin, thirty 
leagues to the fouth, which is there dated to be the capital 
of a fmall kingdom, which hears the fame name, tributary 
to the Zamorin of Calicut: Cranganore is alfo dated to be 
the capital of a lmall kingdom, likewife tributary to the 
Zamorin. It does not appear by what means the Portu¬ 
guese obtained the fort; hut it does appear, that it was 
taken from tliem by the Dutch, on the 15th of January, 
1762, and that they obtained the confirmation of the p,ol- 
feffion from the Zamorin of Calicut. The general hidory, 
therefore, gives great colour of truth to the aflertion and 
claim of Tippoo, as fovereign of Calicut, in pofledion of 
all the country round, and acknowledged fovereign of the 
Rajah of Cochin. The Dutch cannot by conqued have ac¬ 
quired any right, but fuch as the Portuguefe held; and 
the Dutch admitted, at the period I have alluded to, that con- 
queft did not transfer to them a perfect right, without 
the confent and confirmation of the fuperior paramount 
fovereign, by applying to the predeceflors of Tippoo, the 
Zamorin of Calicut, fur confirmation; they therefore held 
a property not alienable, without the confent of Tippoo, 
fovereign of Calicut, if the general hidory of India^ is to 
be credited: they held it dependant on Tippoo, as para¬ 
mount to Cochin, if the prefent opinion of the country, 
uttered in Mr. Powney's letter, is to be credited; and Corns 
o£ the transferred land is clearly dependant on T ippoo, ac¬ 
ceding to the Dutch datement. The iudependance there 
fore of the Dutch is fo far from being a clear point that th« 
reverfe i^moft probably the truth. Having, as 1 apprehend, 
clearly proved, that whether the Dutch he'W the forts de- 
pendant!y or independantly, the Rajah of Tncvancore wai 
the aggreflor, both by the defence of the fortf as an ally 
and by the purchafe, and therefore judified any*attack Tip¬ 
poo might make upon him. I will now prerieed to ihow 
that independant of the affair of the forts, the Rajah vai 
not judifiable in intercepting, by force, the paflage of Tip 
poo Sultan through the lines. Much drefs is laid by tin 
Rajah of Travancore on his pofledion of thefe lines, befon 
the Rajah of Cochin paid tribute to Tippoo Sultan; ap* 
he dates this pofledion to be twenty-five years, his kftte 
being dated the 24th of December, 1789. It appear/ fron 
Rajah Gee’s letter, that the Rajah of Cochin paid tri 
.bate and acknowledged the fovereignty of Hyder, (Tippoo 1 
father) from the year 1766, which is twenty four year 
pem the fame date, from whence the twenty-five years i 
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computed : if he had obtained the pretended grant from the 
Rajah of Cochin fince Tippoo’s acceffion, he admits that 
the want of his confent would have vitiated the grant; he is 
totally filent upon the confent of the former fovereign of 
Calicut, paramount of Cochin, at the time of the fuppofed 
grant, the want of whole confent would equally have 
vitiated fuch grant. The documents on the table enable 
me to prove, that he never could have had that efTential 
confent; for it appears by his own letter, of the 24th of De* 
ceinber, 1789, that he had given afiiflance to the Rajah of 
Cochin, againfl the Rajah of Calicut, his fuvereign, and for 
that affillance received the ground on which he built the 
lines; this adl of hoflility, and the grant, were of the fame 
date, and the year only befoie Tippoo’s acceffion : our cre¬ 
dulity can fcarce go the length of crediting, (and the Rajah 
does not even afiert it) that the paramount of Cochin 
a (lifted his vaiTal, the Rajah of Cochin, to reward the Ra¬ 
jah of Travancore, for hoilile adls done againfl himfelf, 
pending the hoftilities which ended with Hyder’s conqueft 
of the country. The grant then from the Rajah of Cochin 
is null and void, for want of the client ial confent of the 
paramount to the transfer; but in fadt, it does not appear 
that the grant was ever made, and it as probable that the 
Rajah of Travancore avails himfelf of fome other grants 
with which he endeavours to cover the pofleffion of the 
ground on w’hich the lines aie eredled; for his own ftate- 
ment of the grant, (which it does not appear that he has 
produced) and the description of the lines, do not accord. 

The Rajah, in his letter to the government of Madras, on 
the 24th of December, 1789, fays, €t the Rajah of Cochin 
“ made over to me, in perpetuity, two fmall diftridts of 
** country, for the purpofe of building a fort; tbefe circum- 
u fiances asj flriftly thus, and it is now full twenty-five 
<e years fij.ce the wail of this fort was built on that ground.” 

This is tfie explanation he gives of thefe lines, which ap¬ 
pear, (by Mr. Powney, the Refident’s letter) to be a conti¬ 
nued walljk twenty milne in length. It would puzzle an 
£uropean engineer to eredt ftu h a wall or fort on two fmall 
diftri&s; not to comment on the word fmall, which is diffi¬ 
cult to reconcile with the extent of the building eredted; 
yet beyond all doubt, two diftidts, in the country of Cochin 
jwhere he had no other pofTeffions, imply an interval, and are 
nhfc well adapted to contain one continued wall of twenty 
milfesjn length. 

It appears by Mr. Hollond’s letter, that part of the land 
only on which the lines were built was given to the Rajah 
of Travancore, before the Rajah of Cochin paid tribute to 
Tippoo ; fo that 1 may venture to conclude, that the ground 
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wat Apt granted by the Rajah of Cochin tn the manner af¬ 
firmed, and that if it was fo granted the Rajah of Cochin 
had no more right to make fuch alienation to the prejudice 
pf his paramount foverejgn before, than after Tippoo’s ac- 
ceffion; but it will likewife appear upon further examina¬ 
tion, that if the Rajah of Cochin did grant, as is affirmed, 
and that the paramount fovereign of the time did aflent to 
the transfer, as is not affirmed, that he could not under that 
grant have any right to intercept Tippoo Sultan’s paffage 
from one part of his own dominions to the other by virtue 
of that grant; it appears by the Refident’s letter of 9th of 
March, 1790, that the lines interfered the Rajah of Cochin’s 
teiritory, and that a great part of the Cochin territory lays 
within the lines; and in his letter of the 17th of February, 
1790, he fays, that “ the Rajah of Travancore having 
** a flirted the Rajah of Cochin againft his fovereign, the 
•* Zamorin of Calicut, 25 years ago, the Rajah of Cochin 
“ made over fotne tliftridls, amongrt which Parour was 
“ one, and as the poflefiions of the Rajah of Travancore 
** and Cochin were fo blended togethe r, and the conqueft 
** of one proves inevitably that of the other, it would ap- 
“ pear that the Cochin Rujah, in making over to the Tra- 
“ vaucore Rajah, that part of the country on which the 
“ lines rtand, had in view his own fecurity.” If the Refi- 
dent had not been of that opinion after the bell information 
be could coiled on the fpot, the cafe is fo circutnrtanced, 
that it would be impoflihle to fuppol'e that the grant of the 
lines could have been made without many limitations and 
exceptions, or made for any other purpofe than their joint 
advantage : is it poflible to imagine that the Rajah of Cochin 
would have granted a narrow rtrip of land* to an independ¬ 
ant prince<however their intcrefts at that moment accorded) 
interfering his own dominions in their whple extent from 
part to weft : would he as long as he retained hisKenfes have 
put it in the power of fuch prince, in any future time, to 
cut off all communication between the Southern and nor¬ 
thern divifion of his territories; to have prev^hted, at hif 
pleafure, the paffage of the Rajah of Cochin himfelf, froth 
one part of his dominions to the other ? but if he had been 
capable of this extremity of folly, he could not have alie¬ 
nated the right of his paramount fovereign to pafs without 
interruption through all his ft bordinate dominions. Admit¬ 
ting even that the Rajah of Cochin had granted the land's as 
ftated, and referved no right of paffage exprefsly indeed 
of gift, vet in its own nature it is implied; and if it was 
poflible that any perfon (l^ould hefltate a moment in admit¬ 
ting the implied reservation of paffage from one part of the 
grantor’s dominions to the other, it would be equally fatal 
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to the claim of the Rajah of Tra van core; who could not get 
at thefe lines, without an implied paflage from Travancore 
to the lines, through the fouthern diftridt of Cochin; and he 
could have no more right to go through that part of 
Cochin, to get at the lines, than the Rajah of Cochin, or 
his paramount fovereign, Tippoo Sultan, to go through the 
lines to-get at their dominions, ibtith of thofe lines; indeed, 
it is fcarce poiiible that any perfon who has given the final left 
confideration to the pofition of thefe lines, ftiould doubt, but 
that the lines were originally only intended and calculated to 
anfwer the end of the operations which the two parties were 
then engaged in; for it is difficult to imagine, how lines fo 
fituated, could ever be deemed by the Rajah of Travancore 
a defence of Travancore, unlefs he l'uppofed the fouthern 
diffrift of Cochin united under his dominion: a- long as 
that part of Cochin was independant of him, and was de¬ 
pendant on the Chief of My fore, or of Calicut, he had no 
enemy againft whom to oppofe the lines, bur fuch as were 
likewife within the lines ; he could not man the lines with¬ 
out his confent; and if manned, the lines are by their pofi¬ 
tion perpetually invefted, having an enemy on every fide; 
and are in fad! under thofe circumftances perfect ly unte¬ 
nable. The lines can never anfwer any purpofe to the 
Rajah of Travancore, except when he defends the Rajaty 
of Cochin 'againft his fovereign, which was the llruarion or 
affairs that gave birth to the lines, and is tha* which now 
makes the lines an ohjeft to him, and enabled him now to 
make ufe of them; his ultimate ambition being probably to 
add the fouthern didrifts of Cochin to Travancore, and 
bring his dominions up to the lines. 

Having, as I trufi, proved that the Rajah never bad, nor 
could have had fuch a grant juftityirg his interrupting Tippoo 
by force, from palling into any pint of his own dominions, 
to puniih h/s rebellious riots, and that by fuch refiftance 
he was the ^greflor, independent of the affair of the forts ; 
that if you take his conduct in the tranf.iftion of the forts 
likewife, int<| confide ration, he was ftill the aggreflor, both 
bf his interference as an allv ot the Dutch, and by his fib- 
fequeut purchafe, which altered his relative iituation with 
refpecl to Tippoo, by inc renting liis force in the heart of a 
country dependant upon Tippoo; l truft that 1 have like¬ 
wife proved that he is not an ally of the Company, entitled 
to defence, even if he had not been the aggrexTur; I will 
now endeavour to fliow that the Rajah of Travancore has 
done all thofe afts, which, in Lord Corn Wallis’s judgement, 
would induce a forfeiture of the Company’s proteftion. 
Lord Cornwallis in his letter of the 29th of September, 

1 7 ® 9 » 


Ml 


4 



ta6 


PARLIAMENTARY A* 1791. 

1789, fays, that 4< if the Rajah of Travancore makes any 
“ new connexions with the Dutch, or the Rajah of Cochin, 

*• it will juftly be deemed an infraXion of the treaty; and 
“ in particular if he interfered in any manner whatever in 
the difputes between Tippoo and the Rajah of Cochin, - 
%t who is his acknowledged tributary, he will juftly draw 
* c Tippoo’s refentment upon himfelf, and at the fame time 
“ forfeit all right to the Company’s friendlhip or inter- 
u ference in his favour.” The fentence is folemnly f»ro- 
nounced by Lord Cornwallis, it remains only for me to 
prove beyond doubt, that he is guilty of both thele faXs, 
and the penalty of the judgement mull: attach. He,had 

been guilty of an infraXion of the treaty, (namely of 
Mangalme), by entering into new engagements with the 
Dutch fince that treaty; the Rajah admits that he has a 
treaty now with the Dutch; and the Refident, in his letter 
of the 26th of June, 1789, fays, he faw the Governor of 
Cochin’s letter, claiming the Rajah’s aftiftance for the forts 
under the treaty between them : 1 have only to prove that 
this treaty is made fince the treaty of Mangalore; for Lord 
Cornwallis fays, that any new engagement would be an in¬ 
fraction of that treaty. The Rajah was at war with the 
Dutch, in the year 1780, being united in a league with us 
again ft the Dutch, which continued until the peace of M ai1 ~ 
galore; therefore whatever amicable engagements iubfift be¬ 
tween him and the Dutch, muft have had their origin fince 
that treaty, and he has aXed under thofe new engagements 
by manning the Dutch forts againft Tippoo: he has there¬ 
fore been guilty of an infraXion of the treaty of Mangalore, 
and falls under Lord Cornwallis’s fentence. It likewife ap¬ 
pears clearly, that he has had connexions with the Rajah of 
Cochin, iind interfered in the difputes between the Rajah of 
Cochin and Tippoo; by Mr. Powney’s letter, of the ill 
of July, 1789, where the Miniftsr of the Rajqh of Cochin 
refiding in Tippoo Sultan’s Court, is ftated a* holding the 
correfpondence of a fpy with the Rajah of Travancore, confi- 
dering him as having common interefts wit|< the Rajah of 
Cochin. It appears alfo, by Mr. Powney’s letter of the-jd 
of July, 1789, that a fubidar, in the Rajah of Cochin’s 
fervice, and having a command in Tippoo Sultan’s army, 
had deferteJ from 'l'ippoo, and was received by the Rajah of 
Travancore, (long before any hoftilities between him and 
Tippoo), and his intelligence (hoftile to Tippoo) is relied 
■pon by the Rajah of Travancore, on account of his long fer¬ 
vice and attachment to the Rajah of Cochin, which is confi- 
dered as a proof of equal attachment to himfelf; and it ap¬ 
pears by Mr. Powney’s letter, June 20th, 1789, that the 
Rajah of Travancore held direX correfpondence with the 
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Rajah of Cochin himfelf, to the prejudice of Tippoo, and 
hoftile to his interefts. The Rajah of Travancore, there¬ 
fore, (whatever claim Lord Cornwallis might think he 
otherwife had to the Company's protection), has, according 
to Lord Cornwallis's opinion, forfeited that protection, and 
tlefervedly incurred Tippoo Sultan's refentment. I think it 
almoft.wafting your Lordfhips' time to continue adducing 
further proof of what rnuil already appear fo manifeft ; but 
it is obvious to the flighteft oblervation, that this affair of 
the lines is not only a frivolous pretence, deftituteof the 
leaft colour, but that, in fa& they have not aiied upon it. 
LeJ any peifon, perfuaded that we are now engaged in a 
war to protedt the teriitories of the Rajah of i ravancore, 
aS our ally, and to refent the wanton injuries done to him, 
'read the denunciation of war againii 'J'ippoo, in the treaties 
with the Nizam and Mahrattas, and then fay that he has 
not been deceived in crediting the affair of the lines to have 
been tire ground of the war. The Rajah of Travancore, 
whofe injuries are fuppofrd to have provoked the war, is not 
even a contracting party in the league: neither his name, his 
injuries, nor his interefls, are recited, or in the moft.diftant 
manner alluded to, in the treaty profefling to punifh Tippoo 
Sultan (as you are defired to believe) for the wanton attack 
of the property of the Rajah of Travancore. No caufe of 
complaint is llated in this denunciation of vengeance againft 
Tippoo,, which can be tortured to imply the attack of our 
ally the Rajah of Travancore. The word ally is not even 
to be found mi the tieaty, no more than his name. No pro¬ 
tection for the Rajah of Travancore is ftipulated : his troops 
• reengaged, and his dominions expofed to the hoftilities and 
refentment of 'J'ippoo Sultan, without any provifion for 
their reftitmion. 1 lie refult of the war may lofs on 
the fide of Travancore, and conquefl on the fide of My foie* 
Our engagements with the Nizam and the Mahrattas, dif¬ 
able us tiWn doing juftice to the Rajah, by purchafing 
Travancore with the ceflion of the conquefts *in M^fore. 
The Rajah j»f Tiavancore's Ioffes or rifle. are unp^wided 
for, and not indemnified by a ptfrticipatior% of the fpoils. 
The league of war againft Tippoo, therefore, in the 
ftrongeO manner denies that the injuries done to the Rajffti 
of Travancore is the caufe of the war. The Nizam and 
the Mahrattas give a flat denial to the aflertion,. and cannot, 
in juftice to themfelves, or ever will, agree'either to point 
the war to his defence, as its chief objeCt, or to a peace that 
^ighs his intereft, fecurity, and iodtynnity: they muft 
rconiider him as much a ft ranger to tnft treaties of partition 
which they ha\e juft engaged in, as our ally, the King of 
Pruffia. 
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I fliall now proceed, laid his Lordfhip, to the lail point 
upon which l mean to trouble your Lordfhips, which is the 
principle upon which all this frivolous pretencerefts, namely, 
our inviolable attachment to the faith ot treaties, and the 
iacred regard and firm aUiicstwe to our ngagement^; and I 
confefs that it appears to me, that a gie>*tc intuit to our un- - 
der Han dings, than the production < f this piinciple in fup* 
port of the rneafure adopted, ca m : be imagined. The war 
has fcarce been proclaimed, before oui moll antient friend 
and ally, the Nabob of Arcof, has been caUed upon (con¬ 
trary to the acknowledged tente, ami in breach ot the faith 
of the maty concluded witlftiim, Hebruary 24, 1787, by 
Sir Archibald Campbell) to lupply four fifths of his Whole 
revenue, though, by the treaty, that contribution does not 
take place, except in the event of the war bteaking out in 
the Carnatic, or on the coafl of Coromandel, which has not 
happened, unlefs the blind adherents to Government are 
ready to decide, that Travancore is the Carnatic, and the 
weftern coafl of Malabar is the eafteri. coaft of Coromandel. 

' The fame ohje&ion holds if the war is, as I aflert, a war of 
mere conqueft, and not breaking out on the coafl of Malabar. 
The 9th article of the treaty with the Nabob equally forbids 
the application of his revenues to any war not breaking out as 
above Hated, and “ for the common fafety and intereil of the 
«* Company and Nabob, and their Allies in the Carnatic 
(i and the coaH of Coromandel;” and it is particularly lli- 
pulated, by the 15th article of tire treaty with the Nabob, 
that, whenever his intereH fli.il! be in the leafl concerned in 
any treaty, his name {hall he mferted in fuch treaty. It is 
manifeft, beyond all contradtci ion, that the war, in no view 
of it, broke out in the Carnatic, nor on the coafl of Coro- 
mandel^ and that it is not even pretended that it is for his in- 
# *tereft any where; for neither his name, nor his intereH, is 
mentioned or alluded to; nor is any dhrifion of the fpoils fli- 
pulatedfor him (who is called upon to pay the expence) ih 
the treaties with the Nizam and Mnhrattas, which, by the 
ijflrarticle of Sir Archibald Campbell’s treaty, mufl have 
been done, ii} his intereH had been concerned: But it njiiift 
beobb-ivod, that if they had, without his confent, made him 
4 party in this treaty, it would have been equally a breach of 
faith to him, anti breach of trufl; for the contributions for 
war flipulated by Sir Archibald Campbell’s treaty, are li¬ 
mited to the defence of their join}, fafety and inteiefls in the 
Carnatic, on the coaft of Coromandel, and the Northern 
Circars, and no where elfe. The Company, therefore, h^ye 
unjuftly required ftiur-fifths of the revenues of Arcot, to 
wafte it on their own ambitious projects, in which the Nabob 
has not the ihadow of an intereH: and they have not con- . 
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fined themfelves to an unjuft requifition, nor have they 
waited for the failure in the payment of the four-fifths, * which 
they were bound to do, even if the.demand had been juft. 
Before the fir ft kill becomes due* according to their own 
eftimate of the operation of the treaty, they judge it not 
prudent to wait for fuch failure; and even then, inftead of 
being contented with anticipating the failure, and having re- 
courle to the remedy ftipulated by the treaty for fuch an 
event, they decide that the treaty itfelf was a bad one, and 
embarraiTed and controuled their proceedings too much, and 
that, confiftent with the interefts of the Company, it would 
be impolitic to be conftrained by it; and therefore, in open 
and acknowledged violation of the treaty, they break every 
, ftipulation for the intereft of the Nabob, and the prefervation 
of his fovereigntv, honour, and dignity; andexadt, with the 
utmoft rigour, all claufes beneficial to the inrereft of the 
Company ; and for that purpofe forcibly, and without co¬ 
lour of pretence, feize his country and revenues into their 
hands, in order to raife a revenue which they had no pretence 
to demand, or right to exad, and in a mode which no cir- 
cumftances of war, or failure of due payment, could juftify 
under the treaty. 

I am fure that no man who hears me, can credit the facts 
I have afterted; and I hurry to the proof, in order to demon- 
ftrate that my indignation has not obfeured my judgement, 
that it is not a difputable deduction from a train of inferences 
which I have given, but that it is openly and boldly avowed 
to be a breach of treaty ; and T concur with thofe who avow 
it, that if they are involved in a war without the means of 
carry ing it on, felf-defence muft urge them to Heps which it 
is more generous and honeft to avow and purfue, being ne- 
ceftary, than to endeavour, by fubtilty and hypocrify, to 
palliate andexcufe. But all this melancholy necefiky falls 
heavily on thofe who pla'nned the war. The fa&s I have 
alluded to are proved, beyond a doubt, by a few paflages 
from documents on your table. 


I^xtraft of a) letter from Fort St. George, dated >6th Sept. 

179°. 


“ We proceed to remark on the infufficiency of the ftipu- 
“ lations, provided in Sir Archibald Campbell's treaty, to 



yfcafe of a~ war. We pointed to his Lordfhi g the impolicy 
X of depending for our principal refources, at a time when 
the greateft exertions were necefiary, upon the operations 
u and management of the Nabob's Government. We did 
** not heiitate to declare it as eur unqualified opinion, that 
V#*. XXX. S 1 « th ? 
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“ the Government ought, during the war, to take the Na- 
44 bob's country under their own management, and affording 
“ the only means by which the refources to be defired from it 
** could be realized. 

“ If your Lordfhip, in Council, judges proper finally to 
“ decide, that we muft adhere to the treaty, we fhall do our 
“ beft to render it efficient, although our opinion of it can- 
44 not authorize expectation of a favourable iffue. 

44 The Nabob pofitively refufes to aifign over his coun- 
44 tries; and his Highnels propofed, if we would afiure him 
44 no fteps fhould be taken which fhould caufe any change ill 
“ his Government, he would ftrctcb his credit to the hig*h- 
“ eft pitch, in order to give us fatisfa&ion. We acquainted 
44 him with the difagreeable alternative to which his conduCk 
44 has reduced us, namely, to affiime the management of his 
44 country without bis content. In reply to this notifica- 
44 tion, his Highnefs thought proper to repeat his accufations, 
44 in the molt lointed trims of this Hoard having adted vio- 
44 lently and precipitately, and having mifreprefented the 
44 ftate of affairs, and directing, 44 that, in cafe the Compa- 
44 ny’s people fhould attempt, in violation of the treaty, to 
44 interfere in difmiifing or removing his public officers, or 
44 otherwife fubverting the rights of his Government, they 
• 4 fhould not fubinir to the agents Cent by the Board.” The 
Nabob, in a letter of the 18th of March preceding, 1790, to 
Major General Medows, fays, 44 1 do not fee under what 
44 idea ofneceffity my friends fhould at this time incline to a. 
44 war, which muff caufe a moft enormous expence. No 
44 doubt that this has been determined upon after the greateft 
44 confederation and deliberation, and with every attention to 
44 our futpre welfare and. protection, as the confequences of 
44 war to my country and the inhabitants, which Have not 
44 yet recovered from the diftrefles of the laft war, muft bit 
44 much diftrefs. I therefore hope that this will not be pro- 
44 longed; and as a very great fhare of the expence will fall 
44 on inv fhnulders, I truft that you will admit me to a par- 
44 ticipution of whatever advantages,' by the favour of the Al- 
44 mighty, may accrue therefrom, in an equal [fiopoition.* 

F.xtraift of a political letter, fol. 22. 

44 We adverted to the fo'lowing extra£l from the orders 
44 of the Supreme- Government, under date of the ?ift of 
44 June:—We need not conceal from you that the refou^es 
44 of Bengal, exhaufted as they are, by drains, of vario^jt 
44 kinds, during along feries of fucceffive years, could now-, 
t 44 ,even, with the aid of the utmoft punctuality in his High- 
44 nek’s payments, either according to tke terms of the treaty 
- *- concluded with Sir Archibald Campbell* « thole ‘ of the 
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** proportions made to him by the Court of Dire&ors, to 
** which he has lately acceded} long fupport fuch expences 
** as thofe with which the prefent war mud: unavoidably be 
“ attended, without being reduced to great extremity of 
“ diftrefs. Therefore, we think it our indifpenfableduty to 
“ authorize and direCt you to take eiFc&ual meafures, in as 
delicate a manner as may be poflible, to put the Company 
“ into immediate poileflion of the management of his High- 
u nefs’s revenue and country. n 

I need not make any other comment, continued the noble 
Lord, upon this miferable confequence of a war, profefledly 
entered into under pretence of good faith; but that, if we 
owed any attention to the interests of the Rajah of Travan- 
■"*tQrc, hecaufe we had once called him our ally, it ought not 
to have been paid at fuch an expence of good faith, of gra¬ 
titude, and juftice, due to our friend and ally by treaty, the 
Nabob of Arcot. It is not, however, this faithful ally alone, 
who has reafon to complaiu of the breach of treaty, mifap- 
plication of his revenues, and neglect of his inteiefts; the 
India Proprietors themfeIves are plundered, by this war of 
conqueSt, of their investments, or at lead a large portion of 
them, which (if, after paying the dividends, there exifted a 
furplus) Should have been applied to the diminution of their 
debts; in Stead of which, their property is applied to the 
conqueil of territories, which, next year, may belong to the 
State. At the eve of the expiration of their charter, when 
they muSt liquidate their accounts, the Hoard of Control, 
truftees of their interest, appointed by the Crown, apply the 
wealth of a commercial Company in ruinous projects of con¬ 
quest, whofe greatest fuccefs may add waited territories to 
the State, and additional debts to the Company £ and if the 
Company Should prove (as they will) unable to anfwer the 
demand, the burden of this ruinous Indian project will, to* 
gether with the expences of the vain and unproductive war of 
Nootka, and the equally uninterefting war of Oczakow, 
contribute to the miseries, and liaden the ruin, of this ex- 
jiauded cotiitry. The fpirit and discipline of our army, and 
the gallant/y and Skill which leads them, may probably ren¬ 
der the warfare brilliant in Sterile victories. The known 
character and virtues of the gallant General who commands, 
enfuranis much humanity as the bloody trade of war admit j ; 
butJJTll it is a war whofe origin is detedahle, and whofe Sinai 
Epfmt cannot hut be ruinous to the Company's interests. It 
ms a war reprehenfihle on every ground which can make war 
odious to humanity, defensible on no one topic which makes 
war appear neceSTary and honourable; a war whofe pretence 
is revenge, and whole motive is the third of dominion; a war 
ID violation of every treaty which it can edeCt, and in fup- 
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port of none; begun by forcing the revenues of our moft an¬ 
cient and futhfui ally in India out of his hands, by a breach 
of treaty, mifapplying them by a breach of trull, in a war 
for our intc reft, and to his difadvantage; and admitting all 
the pretences, with which they nave attempted to palliate or 
defend the m.-afure, the fum of their mifcondu& will Hill 
amount to mus., that they have broke the moft folemn trea¬ 
ties of ancient alliance, plundered and misapplied the re¬ 
venues of one ally, in oidtt to divide the territoitrs which 
they had guaranteed to another, out of pure good faith, and 
inviolable attachment to a treaty which* does not exift, and 
infupportof an ally of the Dutch : and even in profecution 
of this pretended Support, they h.*ve a£ted With the fain? 
criminal inconfiftence; for they have tnleted into engage¬ 
ments by which his f’upport is not provided; by which his 
country is expofed, not protetSed; without controlling for 
his fecurity, or his indemnity; whilil they attend folely to 
ftipulations of apparent profit for the Company, in a mea- 
fure which mull inevitably prove ruinous to the Company, 
and, in the end, an additional burthen to the epprelTld land¬ 
holder in Great Britain. 

Such, my LotcIs, is the war which the barbarous policy of 
the Board pf Control has fent forth to defclate the plains rf 
India, and render execrable the Britifh name. Or if there is 
any thing which can fave from execration the Britifh name, 
it is the character of the Company’s fervauts, whofe misfor¬ 
tune it is to be employed in this war, for fome of whom I 
have the highefl refpedl, from long perfonal acquaintance. 
The confidence and confolation I feel, that this ill-judged 
war has fallen into the hands of its gallant leader, is not cer¬ 
tainly fronr any perl'onal knowledge 1 have of thofe virtues 
of which I can readily credit the reputation from the convic¬ 
tion I have from perlonal acquaintance with thofe of his near- 
efl relation. 

I think I have omitted nothing which I wiihed to Hate to 
your Lordfhips; and 1 have only to thank your Lordfhips for 
the great patience with which you have had the ^oodnefs tc 
hear me, and to make the three motions which I th\ ik the pre- 
fent exigency requires. 

1 ** That fchemesof conqueft, and extenfion of dv minion, 

“ in India, are ineafures repugnant to the wifh, honour and 
“ policy of the nation.” * 

2 ** That there appears to be no juft caufe for a war wl'fcb 
* c Tippoo Sultan, nor for the treaties of partition of his do^ 
** minions, entered into with the Nizam and the Mahrattas;' 
f* and that the war, even if attended with the utmofl fuccefs, 
f c cannot prove advantageous to the Eail-India Company’s 
f* p|fairs in India” 


3. **. That 
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3. “ That it is the opinion of this Houfe, that it is the da* 

*< ty of the Dire&ors of the Eaft-India Company, and of the 
** Board of Control, to tranfmit fuch orders to the Company's 
“ fervants in India, as may moft fpeedily procure peace with 
u Tippoo Sultan, on moderate and equitable terms.” 

Lord Rawdon rofe as foon as Lord Porchefter had fat down, Lord 
and faid, that however highly he approved of the firft refolu- Raw duo. 
tion, which had been moved by the noble Peer, he could not' 
but wifh to remove any imputation, which might feem to be 
thrown on the condu& of Lord Cornwallis in the prefent bu- 
finels. From what had bien faid, an implication might be 
' drawn, that, by engaging in a war, before it was alledged . 

Jtjhat hoftilities had been commenced, he had contravened an 
pf Parliament, To every man in a public ftation, or in 
high command, fume degree of credit was due, nay. indif- 
penfably neceffary. For Lord Cornwallis he fhould demand 
much more, the confidence to which he was entitled by ap¬ 
proved abilities and tried worth, which he had earned by long 
and important Cervices. Upon the general giound on which 
this war was fuppofed to ft and, he certainly muft reprobate it 
in the ftrongeft terms ; for a fcbeme of couqueft, for the ex- 
tenfion of teiritory, was not only held generally as an impro¬ 
vident a<ft, but particularly fo in India: and this aflertion, he 
faid, was corroborated by feveral trails of Generals Monfon 
and Clavering, and Mr. Haftings, who have uniformly de¬ 
clared it uuwife and dangerous. And therefore, till he heard 
another caule ftated and fupported, as far as could be, from 
the information received from India, he ftiould certainly 
maintain the opinion he now held refpefting the caufe of the 
war. It could not with much confiftency be afiumed as a 
principle of our Government in India, to preferve, fa its tranf- 
a&ions, all the delicacy of appearances. That Government 
Was founded in injuftice, and had originally been eftabiiftied 
by- force. To remove the impreffions of fuch an eftablifh- 
ment muft be fomewhat difficult. To acquire a confidence 

K rft a£ts had tended to deftroy, feemed almoft 
Apprehenfions muft be entertaiued, by the na- 
, of a power which they had not known except 
The empire which had been eredtcd by force, 
nd on the foundation of confidence. 

Lordfhip aflerted, muft be the inevitable confe- 
fituation in that country, fince we had provoked, 
ies, the indignation and refentment of every 
ived within the atmofphere of our power. Was 
led, liealked, that any part of India ftiould be 
under the Government of Great Britain ? It was an equitable 
4 oofn attached to the fituation of Gteat Britain, that flu- mnft 
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defend herfelf by her own Strength in India, and not by the 
Strength of her allies. The Princes of the country, indeed, 
might occasionally aid our enterprizes, in order to Share the 
Spoils, but could never cordially join in our views, or enter 
into our attachments. 

An imputation had been thrown out, his LordShip faid, 
rather indiscriminately by the noble Peer. Military men, he 
laid, were fond of war, in order to have an opportunity of 
difplaying their talents, and Signalizing their fervices. 1 his, 
however, he was apt to think was not the cafe. Military 
men, who were belt acquainted with the difficulties and un¬ 
certainty of war, were moft cautious of encountering its'pe- 
Tils, and apprehenfive of its event. 

His LordShip declared, that no man could reprobate an uh- 
juft war more Strongly or more ferioully than he did. It fnuft 
always he regarded as a calamity to mankind. And no man 
ought ever to harbour a wiih for it, although, when the 
country demanded it, he Should feel the highelt joy and ala¬ 
crity in obeying the order. Nobody was let's deffrous of war 
than he, while he felt himfelf ready to renew the fervices 
which he had already devoted to his King and country, when¬ 
ever they Should he again required. To take up arms in In¬ 
dia, in the prefent Situation ot affairs, was certainly not de¬ 
sirable. Nor could the Government of the country, who 
muff have been fully fenfible of the extreme inconvenience, 
and numerous difficulties, which they had to encounter, be 
fuppolbd to have willingly engaged in hostilities. The war, 
which now fubfiiled, was a ferious calamity. Whether fa¬ 
vourable or adverfe, it was no lefs the fubjedt of deprecation 
and regret, it was attended with an enormous expence, 
which coqld only be railed by means of the utmoft disadvan¬ 
tage. If fuccelsful, he did not fee what benefit could be de¬ 
rived in the refult $ if otherwife, the certain confequence 
was ruin. He wiShed that the noble Peer (Lord Grenville) 
had taken more pains to lhew how thpexpence, which Should 
he incurred, was to he made good to the public. 

The conduct of Lord Cornwallis, his LordShip faid, wfis 
entitled to much refpell and confidence. If heyyvas the au¬ 
thor of the meafures now purfued in India, it w\ s not to be 
doubted that he could aSIign different reafons foi ,the part 
which lie had found it necelfary to a&, from thofe wt/ch ap¬ 
peared from the papers. If jt was not a war of Lord*' 'orn- 
wallL’s, hnt hai taken place in confequence of dire&tops 
from the Board of Control’in tlys country, it was furely im¬ 
politic; as it had not then originated from the preSTure o\ 
the occasion, the only motive on which war cou|d at all have 
been juftified. With regard to the prpfqnt yar, wherever it 

: originated, 
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originated, he would make but a very few obfervation*,. He 
had little doubt of its proving the fuperiority of the British 
arms; but, whether fuccefsful or not, the immenfe expence 
of it muft ultimately prove a very diftrefling circumftance to 
this country. Tippoo Sultan was, no doubt a formidable 
neighbour; but he did not know whether the apprehenlion of 
hoftilities, on his part, juftified our plunging into a war with 
him, without giving time for negotiation. It was the faying 
of an able, but a profligate, General, (Philip II.) t£ Time 
“ and I againft any other two a maxim which he wifhed 
we had adopted in India. 

His Lordlhip concluded, with obferving, that from what¬ 
ever motive we had been induced to commence war, we cer- 
Vtaiuly had not engaged with the circumftance of time in our 
favour. The Board of Control, if they were the authors of 
the war, had, from a fear of threatened hoftilities, involved 
themfelves in the very calamity which they fo much dreaded. 

The great object of the government of India, he conceived* 
ought to be to preferve the tranquillity of the country, and 
fee ure the advantages of its commerce. He therefore ap¬ 
proved of the firft refoiution which had been moved, and 
l'upported with fo much ability ; but with regard to the two 
others, he thought they might furnifh iubjedl of future de¬ 
bate. 

Lord Grenville faid, he fhould fecond the firft refoiution Lord 
that had been moved, if he conceived it neceilary again to Grenville, 
record principles which were already fan&ioned by the au¬ 
thority of Parliament, and at prefent fubfilled in full force. 

But thefe principles were, on this occafion, only brought 
forward to introduce the violent cenfure that followed the 
Government in India, and the meafures now purfued in that 
country. 

Lord Porchejler here interrupted Lord Grenville, and ob- L on j 
ferved, that he had not blamed Earl Cornwallis, but had Porchcfter 
only charged the Board of Control with the whole of the 
bufmefs. To them he imputed the war, and he had guard- 

I himfelf to that effect. 

’tile replied, that it clearly appeared to him that Lord 
5 of the noble Lord neceuariiy contained a cen- Grenville, 
nduift of Earl Cornwallis, and that fuch cen- 
ft. If it had been true, as hid been ftated by 
d, that the Government at home, or that the 
trol, had been rafli enough to fend out orders 
iwallis to engage in a war with Tippoo Sultan, 
ndoubtedly have deferved cenfure, and that of 
the leverelt kind. But he declared to their Lordfhips, that 
no fuch orders had been lent; and his Lordfhip faid, it was 
t fo far from appearing from the papers on the table, that or- 
1 4 crs 
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dert bad been fent out*tliat the direft reverfe wais clearly 
evident; indeed, it was impoffible, from the natpre of the 
thing, that orders could have been fent out, becaufe the war 
had broken out fuddenly. The war had been entirely the 
confequence of events which had taken place in the country 
where it originated, and had been produced by the preflure of 
immediate circuinftances. But he was ready to declare for 
hiinfelf, as well as for thofe with whom he had the honour to 
aft, that, if orders had been fent put, if there had been time . 
for orders to have been fent to India, the Governor General 
had anticipated thofe orders. They would have fent out the 
very order* which Lord Cornwallis had given for the condnft 
of the war. He Paid he had merely ft a ted that no orders 
had been fent out, becauie the fa ft was fo, and not that he 
fhould have been afhamed of owning that fuch orders Sad 
been fent out by the Board of Control, if this had been agree¬ 
able to the truth. Another thing which had been ftated, his 
Lordfhip obferved, was, that a war in India was a thing 
much to be lamented, and that it would be attended with 
great expence. His Lordfhip faid this was moft undoubtedly 
true; he lamented the war as much as any man. War, 
whenever it happened, was always a great calamity to man¬ 
kind ; and it was always attended with confiderable expence, 
both in India, and wherever it did happen. But, after all, 
there were certain occafions when war ought to be under¬ 
taken, if they had any attention to their own rights, to the 
national ch 'rafter, and to the fituation of the Eaft India 
Company. 

His Lordfhip faid, he fhould trouble the Houfe fhortly 
with the grounds on which he conceived the war had been 
juftly undertaken, and upon which the conduft of the Go¬ 
vernor General was not only juftifiable, but highly merito¬ 
rious, in undertaking it, and in profecuting it with vigour. 

In the fir If place, his Lordfhip faid, he wimed to obferve, 
that Tippoo Sultan’s attack on the lines of Travancore muft 
be confidsred as an aggreflion on this country, and that there¬ 
fore the war ought to be profecuted with vigour again ft 
Tippoo. The origin of the war was an attack, bon the 29th 
of December, 1789, on the lines of Travancorw and from 
that irioment the Governor General of India refolded topro- 
fecu*e the war with vigour. The Rajah of TravarWore was 
undoubtedly the ally of Great Britain, and one whomtfrreat 
Britain was bound toproteft. His attachment to th^^ng- 
lifh had been zealous and perfevering; and, at the concfc- 
fion of the laft war, when we were deferted by all the natiwk 
Princes, he alone remained our friend, ana had it in hisV 
power to render us rhe moft eflential fervices. In thofe 
treaties in which be was included, Tippgp bad expreflly fti- 
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pulated not to attackhim as our ally. Could it then be al- 
ledged that we were not required'to affift him, whole pof- 
feffions we were bound to defend, artd whole fecurity we 
ought to guard ? Could it be faid, that we ought not to op- 
pole an attack, depriving him of the moft ufefui and import¬ 
ant of his pofleflions, and which laid open our own territories 
to inroad and violence? 

On* the part of Tippoo Sultan, bis Lordfliip faid, the at¬ 
tack had been perfectly unprovoked. Tippoo pretended that 
the two forts of Cranganore and Jacottah were the caufe of 
it, hut this was clearly mere pretence. His real intention 
was to make himfelf mafter of the Travancore country, 
whtch might be confidered as the key to the Carnatic. The 
Government of Bengal had jufily confidered this conduit of 
. Tippoo Sultan as an infringement of the treaty of Manga¬ 
lore,- that had been entered into by him and the Company in 
1784. W,as it not proper, therefore, for the Company to 
adopt meafures for their own defence, and for that of their 
<ally ? It had been Bated, that there was no fubfifiitig treaty 
between the Rajah of Travancore and the EaB-lndia Compa¬ 
ny. His Lordlhip obferved, that it was very true; and.yet 
the Rajah had always been confidered as a faithful and an im« 
portant ally to Great Britain. Many of the greateft Gene¬ 
rals and Officers, who had ferved in India, had fpoken in high 
terms of the attachment, alliance, and friendfhip of the Ra¬ 
jah of Travancore for the Eaft-India Company. His Lord* 
(hip contended, that the Rajah was included in the treaty of 
Mangalore. After fuch a feries of proofs of attachment, his 
Lordfhjp thought it was not very extraordinary that he fhould 
be confidered as an old ally of the Englifh, and that they were 
bound to protedl his territories. 

The noble Lord next proceeded to Bate the demands which 
had been made on the Rajah of the Travancore country by 
Tippoo Sultan. He faid, thofe demands had been three in 
number. The firfi demand made on that Prince was, that 
he fhould deliver into the hands of Tippoo Sultan, certain 
Rajahs and Princes, whom Tippoo conceived to be natives of 
his country, and who had fled for prote&ion into the country 
of the Rajah i»f Travancore. The Rajah of Travancore wai 
a Prince independent of Tippoo Sultan, and therefore Tippoo 
had no ri gy to make that demand. But the Rajah told him, 
that, alt JjSugh thefe Princes were of his own caft, although 
they Wye of the Rajah's own nation, and his own relations, 
whqjKaa takpn refuge in the country, yet, to pleafe Tippoo, 
hyfiad ordered them to leave the country. Tippoo faid, he 
yas aBoniihed at the anfwcr. Was he aBoniihed at the com- 
* pliance of the Rajah ? Or was he aBoniihed at the indifference 
•f the Britilh Government in allowing their ally to be fo treat- 
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j»d ? No; his aftonifhment was of a very different fort. He 
was aftonifhed that th€fe Rajahs weie not delivered into his 
hands; into the hands of the moll bloody and mercilefs ty- 
* rant that ever flained the annals of humanity. The fecoiul 
Remand made by Tipppp, liis Lordfliip faid, were the Forts 
of Cranganore and jacottah. Thofe forts appeared to have 
l>een poflcll'cd originally by the Portuguefe, who had got pof- 
fellion of them about the year 1500; and about the year 1550* 
or 156©, the Dutch conquered them from the Portuguese! 
*Thc Dutch had held them eyer fince; not as tributaries, hut 
In full and abfolute right, as complete fnvercigns. Upon 
that ground the Dutch had a right to fell them, and upon 
that ground the Rajah had a right to purchafe them* His 
Lord 111 ip obferved, that it was very extraordinary, that,.-at 
the vety moment that Tippoo was complaining of the Dutch, 
that they had not a right to thcfe forts, he was hiuiftlf carry* 
jng on a negotiation with them for their purchafe. The next 
demand made by Tippoo, he faid, related to the lines of 
Travancore, which were in the territory of the Rajah of 
Coqhin, a tributaiy and a dependent on Tippoo. Tippoo 
had declared,' that the jlajah ot Cochin had been his tribu¬ 
tary fifty or fixty yea s. His Lordlliip oblerve.l, that when 
one conlidercd the hillory of Tippoo, and of his father, it 
was not yerycafy to conceive how it was pofTdde the Rajah, 
or any other Indian Prince, could have been histiibntary for 
fo long a time. Tippoo proved that the-Rajah had been bis 
tributary fixty years by the Kajah himfelf proving he had been 
dependent on him for only five and twenty years. In both 
the treaties of 1769 and 1784, the name of the Rajah of Tra- 
vancore had been included ; and in thofe treaties it was flipu- 
lated, by^Hyder Ally in the one, and by his fon in the other, 
that they fhould not attack the tenitoryof the Rajah of Tra- 
vancore. All thefe demands of Tippoo Sultan, his Lordfliip 
faid, were clearly unfounded. 

At the very moment when Tippoo had pretended, to wifli 
for peace, and was carrying on a fham negotiation for that 
jiurpofe, it was evident lie only wanted time .to collet his 
forces, and to prepare for war; and in a few da“s after he‘ac¬ 
tually did colled! them, and began the war. * lVwv then was 
it poffible for the Government of/Bengal, if the^had any re¬ 
gard to the honour and dignity of Great BritahvfS refrain 
from carrying on war again# fuch an unprincipled ajEiVleceit- 
ful tyrant? ■ 

1 n the courfe of his fpeechfhis Lordfliip lamented the akitb 
of Sir Archibald Campbell, one of the able#, honefteft, ai A 
moll upright fervants of .the Company. ’ Sir Archibald, )iV 
faid, had ended a mod honourable life, and was nd longer in 
H fituation of enjoving what would have been to him nbove aU. 

' ' ’ * . things' 
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things gratifying, vifc. thfe apptobation of both Houfes of Par¬ 
liament. • 

Frotn the evidence that lay before them, ■which was all the 
nature of the thing would poffibly admit of, Jt Was .clear, h& 
Lordfhip conceived, that the war had been ne'ceflarily and 
juftly undertaken. When Tippoo attacked tlie lines of I'ra- 
vancpre, they muft have confidered him as actually at war. 
He was the avowed and declared enemy of the Britifh name. 
Betides the other confiderations which he had mentioned, it 
was incumbent upon us, in point of policy, to oppofe the 
progrefs of Tippoo. The lines of which he wilhed to obtain 
poffeffion were of the grentefV contequence. An experienced 
Officer* General Smith, had declared* that we ought to de¬ 
fend them with as much firmuefs as the gates of Madras. It 
-was not the intention of ihe Government to exterminate Tip¬ 
poo,* but only to fupport its own allies^ They had heen 
Charged, in their conduit, with inconfiftency; bur, though 
they might have varied their mode ofafting, tliev proceeded 
tipdn the fame principle:* lint, his Lordfhip obfi-.rved, that 
it would not be iufficient for the Houfe to fatisfy itfelf with 
a bare negative on the three relbluti.tns that had been moved. 
T hat would be dangerous to our poffi ffions in India, and 
Would foon put a period to all fuburdinatiou and Government 
in that quarter of the globe. It was not only isetvflary, he 
faid, that punifliment ihould he held out to guilt, but that 
prote&ion ihouhl be held out to innocence, and reward to 
merit. If this were not the cafe, it would not be eafy to 
find people ready to take upon them the Government of In¬ 
dia. They might, perhaps, find fome avaricious men, whtf 
might go to aniais money at the expence of their chara&er, 
but who would pay no regard to the inti-reft of thofe over 
whom they prefided, and who would never defence the ap- 
phiufe of their country. He remarked of what bad confe- 
quCnee it mud: be to our interefts in India, if our Govern¬ 
ment there poflefled only the privilege of making treaties with¬ 
out the power of fulfilling their engagements. 

His Lordiliip faid, he was afraid he had troubled their 
l4>rdfhips at too great length, but he had fpoken with great 
anxiety. Whad been his lot fornetimes to defend his own 
'conduct, ?/n\ that of thofe with whom he was connected, in 
politics, Jfut he was then defending an ahfent man. He had 
ho Qfirffnal knowledge of Lord Cornwallis; he only knew 
him"T??om his public condurSl, which he highly revered,-*- 
Frfm aftate of eafe, affluence, and honour, equal to that of 
any fubjedt of this country, the noble Lord had undertaken 
< 4 he Government of India* on condition, that on no circura- 
ilances whatfoever he fliould remain there above a certain 
term* When that term had nearly expired, and when ar- 

T a rangemeot# 
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rangements bad been made for his return home, to receive 
the applaufe and approbation of his country, a war had bro- 
.ken out. This determined him not to quit his (ituation at fo 
[dangerous a junfiure. He determined to delay his return to 
his native country, in order to be better able to chaftife this 
free-booting tyrant, and preferve our Afutic property, and 
our Afiatic friends, from his plundering army. His Lordfhip 
had left Bengal, and gone to Madi as, the place where the 
danger was, and nobly took upon himfelf the refponlibility 
and conduct of tire meafure. When he found, on his arri¬ 
val at Madras, a brave and gallant Officer,. that was equgl to 
every emergency, his Lordfhip had returned to Bengal, but 
Bill refolved to remain in India till peace was reftored.— 
Lord Grenville thought, after this, he might take the liberty 
to afk their Lordfhips, what poffible view Lord Cornwallis 
could have in making war with Tippoo Sultan, after he had 
groftly injured the allies of the Company, but that which juf- 
tice, the faith of treaties, and the honour and dignity of the 
Britilh name, rendered indifpepfable ? Would any noble 
X^ord take upon him to lay, that it would be juft topafs a cen- 
fure on this man? Would they chink it prudent to pafs refo- 
' lutions againft a war, when the very principles on which it 

took place were highly meritorious, and when our profpe&s 
were to fecure the pofteffion of our Indian property, and not, 
as the noble Lord ftated, to increafeour territory? He faid, 
after the refolutions of the noble Lord had been difpofed of, 
he fhould take the liberty to move three refolutions Jimilar 
to thofe moved in the Houfe of Commons, approving of the 
conduct of the Governor General in profecuting the war with 
V jgdur, 

,£arl of The Earl of Laudetdak faid his ideas differed widely from 
l.audcr. the politicos laid down by the noble Secretary, who, in place 
** le * of meeting the motion of his noble friend fairly, had come 
forward with a panegyric on Lord Cornwallis, in which, no 
doubt, every perfon would agree, although that opinion ne¬ 
ver could juftify the manner in which Minifters treated that 
Houfe and the country, by calling for approbation of ccn- 
du&, which they refufed to give any aocount^f, or caufe 
for. For his part, his Lordfhip faid, he thought ^iey would 
have been alhamed, in the prefent (ituation of thi^ country, 
to have fupported any line of conduct that tended to*csreafe 
the burthens of the people, far lefs to move for approbation, 
to themfelves, upon beginning an expeniivc and deftructive 
war, at a time when the refources of the kingdom were now 
known to be in a very different fttuatibn to that which had 
been held out to deceive the public for ibme years back.—** 
Confidering, therefore, the real Hate of the nation, and the 
<Anifinti of the cneflage which Hit Majefty had lately fent to 
t Parlia- 
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Parliaments he was furprifed that MiniAers had the boldnefa 
to continue ufing the language that they'had held, and claim¬ 
ing confidence from Parliament, without giving any one fo- 
lid or fubftantial reafon for their conduit, or cauie for the 
calamities that they had brought, and were bringing, upon 
the country. The meflages which MiniAers had been ac« 
cuAomed to deliver of late, breathed nothing but fentiments 
of a pacific nature, and an avowal of principles that went to 
fecure and preferve the tranquillity of Europe; but he would 
alk their Lordfhips, if the conduit of AdminiAration had 
beqp any wife confiAent with fuch principles? Had they 
adopted a fyfiem of mildnefs, moderation, and forbearance? 
Certainly not. They had done direHly the reverfe; and, 
without Aating any one fad that could juAify their fyAem, 
now'came to afk the fan&ion of Parliament to thefe mea- 
1’ures. With regard to the prelent war in India, his Lord- 
Ihip denied that their arguments were founded on fads; and 
the noble Secretary, inAead of giving a full and true Aate- 
ment of the point at iffue, had thrown every thing upon the 
popularity of Lord Cornwallis, who was abfenr, and Sir Ar¬ 
chibald Campbell, who was now no more ; by thefe means at 
once throwing off refponfibility from themfelves, for orders 
lent from home, and referring, for approbation of their fyf- 
tem, to two perfons, of whom,, whatever praife might be due 
to them, one was abfent, and the other dead; therefore nei¬ 
ther could fatisfy the Houle now, that that fyAem had their 
approbation. He contended that it would have been much 
fairer and better to have Aated fads only, than to have reft- 
ted fo much upon authorities that could not be brought before 
the Houle. 

The noble Secretary had faid, continued his Lo^Mhip, that 
the Rajah of Travancorehad a dic'd by the advice of Sir Archi¬ 
bald Campbell: the papers on the table, in his opinion, con- 
tradided that aAertioo ; and though he did not mean to fol¬ 
low the noble Lord through all his detail, he muR make a 
few ohfervatiens on what he had faid. He then argued 
againA the necefiity of our plunging into a war, merely on a 
pretence oft being bound by treaty to afiiA the Rajah ofTra** 
vane ore;;/nd afierted, that the Dutch had no independent 
rhjht toijfffpofe of the two forts of Cranganore and Jacottah. 
'lu^-fftght as well, lie faid, fell all the frontier coaA of the 
coun/ry, and place an ally in fuch a fituation as to make it 
impoflible for him to avoid a war. When the noble Lord had 
Aated, that Tippoo demanded his rebellious fubjeds from 
the Rajah of Travancore, he mis-Aated the fall, fince the Ra¬ 
jah, in his anfwer to Tippoo Sultan, firA afiertsa falfehood* 
telling Tippoo, that he had no fubjefts of his in his domi- 
Iliens- The noble Lord, be ©bferyed, bad faid, “ where 
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i( was there any page in the law of nations, that fafd A nd- 
“ tion, in alliance with another, was not to defend that 
“ other, when that other was attacked?” In anfwer, the 
noble Karl alked, “ Where was the page in the law of na- 
“ tiohs, in which it was Hated that one power was to gua- 
“ rantee another, after that other has^ by improper conduct, 
“ changed its relative Gtuation, ami given juft caufe of jca- 
** loufy to the neighbouring power ?” Were there not, he 
faid, inftances enow of condudt on our part in India, to ftir 
up every native power in that quarter of the globe to arms ? 
There were two powers in India worth oor cultivating, viz. 
Tippoo Sultan and the Mahrattas ; and of thole, the former 
was the moft defxrable for us to form an alliance with. We 
were, liieLordlhip faid, a&ing again ft Tippoo in India, juft 
as we were going to a& againft the Emprefs in Europe. Tip 
poo attacked the forts to which we laid claim, and we carried 
the war into the center of his dominions; fo, in Europe we 
complain ofRuffia’s per lifting to keep Oczakow, and, inftead 
of endeavouring to recover Oczakow, we were about to fend 
a fleet up the Baltic. His Lordlhip after ted that we deferred 
the whole blame of the war in India, and not Tippoo, who 
had a£ted naturally, and as his intereil rendered neceflary. 
Nor was it, he faid, tp be fuppofed that Tippoo would chufe 
that hour as the moft fit to attack us, in which he was leaft: 
able to defend himlelf, and we Were the moft powerful. As 
to the Dutch, it was well known that they were a eunning> 
intriguing, and interefted people, and would fell their fron¬ 
tier forts, no doubt, to occalion war among ft the other 
powers, the foie advantage of which would be theirs ; but 
for us to defend that, which we knew mull be very aggra¬ 
vating and provoking to Tippoo Sultan, was certainly im¬ 
prudent syul unjuft, as every war mull be reckoned, which 
was brought on without any real injury done, or infult of* 
fered, either to ourfelves or our allies. Much had been faid 
about Jacottab and Cranganorre belonging originally to the 
Dutch ; but he averted, that they did not belong to them 
independently, becaufe they were undoubtedly tributary to 
the Rajah of Cochin. In fhort, his Lordlhip infilled that 
the pretences for going to war with Tippoo we!« highly un- 
juftifiable, and ill grounded ; and he complimented his noble 
friend for the great geographical and local knowlf^ge which 
he had Ihewn in his fpeech, and which feemed to be “.nfcirely 
negleded by the noble Secretary. 

After all he bad heard, his. Lordlhip faid, he ktlew of no¬ 
thing in the law of nations, nor indeed had it been attempted 
to produce any one article, that could fupport the idea of our 
being obliged to go to war upon account of any fubfifting de- 
fenfive alliance which we had entered into with any power in 
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India, or were guarantees for, unlefs we acknowledge at once 
rfiat the defend ve treaties, which we had made or guaranteed, 
jvere now found to be offendve treaties, and certainly deferv- 
Jng the epithet of infamous, which had been juftly applied to 
5>ne of them, fpeaking morally; and he would fay, that 
' whatever was infamous, morally fpeaking, muil be infamous, 
politically fpeaking. It having been allowed, on all hands, 
that war was the lail thing that the Company, or the Britilh 
(Joverement in India, fhould provoke, he was at a lofs to 
know what excufe could be made for the fyftem that had been 
adopted. 

There were only two powers in Tndia that we had any rea- 
fon to dread, Tippoo and the Mahrattas; and to preferve a 
balance between thefe powers was our iatereft; but the ob- 
je£l which feemed to be in view, was very different. It was 
the total extirpation of Tippoo, to confirm a fort of uncer¬ 
tain alliance, which we thought to form witli the Mahrattas; 
and thofe who vindicated this plan, having no fa&s to eftab- 
lifii their arguments upon, were compelled to affume reafon- 
ings that were in no fhape admiffblc or applicable. 

The noble E?rl then made fome pertinent ohfervations on 
the prelent fituation of France, and the improbability of her 
aflifting Tippoo Sultan, deducing from thence, that the quar¬ 
rel originated without provocation given by Tippoo, and was 
therefore reprehenfible. In mentioning Tippoo, he faid, his 
character had been fully and accurately given that night, and 
much had been difproved of what was formerly faid of him; 
fome people having thought fit to praife him at one time, and 
ubufe him at another, juft as it fuited their immediate pur- 
pofe. 

His Lordfh jp concluded his fpeech, by warning their Lord- 
fhips not to give their countenance or approbation to any 
treaties or fyftems that had been formed upon a fpirit of con- 
queft, and a wifhio extend territorial poffeflions, however 
unjuft the means of acquifition might be; and he contended, 
rliat the infamous treaty now upon the table, as well as the 
whole fyftem purfued in India, proceeded upon that love of 
intrigue and ednqueft, which ought to be deprecated by every 
good man japd friend to his Country: and he particularly 
cautioned ,dieir Lordfh ip s not to give their approbation to 
Minifter^-upon blind confidence, at a time when we faw them 
attempting to introduce the fame fyftem with Kuflia as they 
had followed with Tippoo, by at the fame moment claiming 1 
from Ruflia the moft valuable part of her conquefts, Ocza- 
koW, and prefenting a meffage from their Sovereign, re¬ 
queuing an augmentation of the navy to fupport this de- 
ftru&ive defire of conqueft, and love of intrigue, the tranf- 
planting of which from* India to Europe, ought, and he 
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hoped would, lie flrcnuouflyrefifted by the nation. He paid 
many compliments to Lord Cornwallis, but would not allow 
that Minillers had aright, by extolling him, however juffly, 
to claim approbation of their meafures, without giving any 
reafon for them. 


Before he fat down, he begged, in the moll earnell man* 
ner, to warn their Lordlhips againil the motions which it 
had been Hated by the noble Secretary of State that it was his 
intention to propofe. Tttofe motions his Lordlhip reprobated 
as an infidious attempt in Minillersto take their Lordlhips 
by furprize, and to induce the Houfe to pledge themfelves to 
fum: lort the war. 

The Marquis of Lanfdvwn began with complimenting 
Lord PorcheHer on his fpeech, and declaring that he gave 
the HrongeH faith to almoll every one of the principles laid 
down by the noble Lord, and by thofe other noble Lords who 
fupported the refolutions; but he begged to have it under* 
flood, that he meant the principles they had Hated, and not 
their opinions, for there was, he faid, a material difference 
between the two. He could concur, he faid, in almoff every 
one of their principles, but inuH at the fame time, on account 
of thofe very principles, decline voting for the refolutions, he* 
traufe thofe principles proved the refolutions to be unneceffary, 
Inexpedient, and unjuH. The refolutions amounted toacen* 
lure, and a very ffrong cenfure, on Lord Cornwallis, and he 
took it to he reffed on three diftindl grounds, one the war, 
the other the partition treaty, as it might be called, and the 
third the condud of that war. His Lordlhip declared, he 
Sid not think Lord Cornwallis would abide by the papers on 
the table. Averfe as he was to the exteufion, or even re* 


taining a great part of our Empire, there might poffibly be 
reafons of which their Lordfliips at prefent knew nothing, 
becaufe they were not before them, which when they were 
known, might Ihew that the war was juH and unavoidable. 
What made him inclined- to think that nothing but the 
HrongeH neceffity would have induced Lord Cornwallis to 
enter upon the war was, that he all along in his letters de¬ 
precated the evil of war, and expreffed himfelf in the ffrong- 
efl and cleareH terms, as fully of opinion, that no advan¬ 
tage we could expedl to gain could equal the mifehievous con¬ 
sequences that muH follow our engaging in hoftilities, cir- 
cumflanced as we were at prefer^ In proof of thro 1 , the no¬ 
ble Marquis read feveral extracts from the letters of'Lord 
Cornwallis upon the fubje£l, and mentioned his Lordfhip’s 
having condemned Mr. Powney, the prefident, for having 
encouraged the Rajah to think of war; and condemnation 
■from fuch a man as Lord Cornwallis, he faid, was an unan¬ 
swerable 
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fwerable proof that We' was extremely hart and provoked at 
what be cenfared. 

There might, his Lordfhip faid, be many other reafoiis for 
going to war befides what appeared in the papers on the table. 
Let it be remembered that lb long ago as May 1789, a plan 
was imparted by the Rajah of Cochin to the Rajah of Tra- 
vancore, of an attack intended by Tippoo Sultan on the 
Tra^ancore dominions, and on thofeof the Britifh likewife, 
for which purpofes he was colledVmg forces, and had fent to 
the Rajah of Cochin to join him, which /hewed that Tippoo 
meditated no flight affair, but fqme general enterprise to 
fweep the Dutch and Engliih from the cdaft of Coromandel 
at once* 

The ties of alliances, the faith of treaties, aiid the necef- 
fity bf adhering to them, his Lord/hip faid, were fplendid 
terms. H** well knew what the King of Pruflia faid of trea¬ 
ties or Alliance, vii. that they were to be feen and looked at* 
but never afted upon. They were fine fillagree work, cal¬ 
culated more for fhew than ufe. But then he would afk, 
had we been remarkable for an adherence to the terms of 
treaties of alliance ? At the treaty of Utrecht we had aban¬ 
doned our allies moft notorioufly; at the treaty of Neuf- 
chatel we did fo likewife; and at the peace of Paris, in 1763, 
all the world complained of us for our negle& of onr allies. 

In faft, treaties were to be adhered to more or lefs ftridHy, 
according to the circumftances of the moment; and the rea- 
fon why they were fo often violated, was becaufe Minifters 
made them without the concurrence of the public; they came 4 
to Parliament and afked for confidence to enable them to 
make treaties, and they were afterwards found to be contrary 
to the intereft of the country, and required to be broken 
down with a hard hand. But what, afked his Lord/hip, 
were the Princes of India for whom we were t 8 go fuch 
lengths ? They were, he faid, not Kings, but a fpecies of 
nobility that depended upon us, and exifted on oUr frowns* 
The Nabob of Arcot and the Rajah of Tanjore were our 
firft allies, but the former was of the moft confequence.—*- 
On their grounds we flood in India. 

His Lordfhipjnftified the conduct of Lord Cornwallis, by 
obferving, that when a man was at Rome, he muft do as 
Rome does, and fo in India, Lord Cornwallis was obliged to ' 
afit as affairs there required. He juftified the terming the 
treaty infamous, obferving that the noble Lord (Lord Stor¬ 
mont) who had ufed that word In application to the treaty 
with the Nizam, and the Mahrattas, well knew what trea¬ 
ties were, and was not likely to apply an expreffion to them, 
of a ftrong nature, which he had not well confidered. But 
he afked, why did Minifters let the Eaft-India Company 
Vol. XXX. tJ have 
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membered in the year 1782, they appflvi to the Treafurjr, and 
required the loan of, 30^000!. which they had; hat not upon 
other ground than that of the exigency of the cafe. Parlia¬ 
ment, he (aid, had not been up three days, before the Chair¬ 
man, and Deputy Chairman* one in opposition, and one uor, 
tame to. the Treafurv, prefented their piAot, and demanded 
credit for a million ueiling, He had faid to himlelf 'at the 
time, ** if this is the cafe, we mud burry 011 peace as fad as 
M poffible, pay tlie money, and fay no more about it.” 

The noble Marquis here afr.ed, how were the Ead-India 
Company to bear the expence of the war? With what were 
they to pay it ? With their trade, could it be faid r What 
was their trade, but a monopoly of tea, out of which, Mi- 
niders had deluded their country, on the ground of a pre¬ 
tended commutation r That was, his Lordihip contended, as 
direct a tax upon the Public, as the malt tax, or any other 
tax. He faid, it was well worth the ferious confederation of 
their Lordfhips, whether the Public would confent at pre¬ 
fect to dr.aw their purfe firings for the Ead-India Company. 
He had read a Speech made in another place, [probably Ma¬ 
jor Scott’s] in which there was a pafiage which druck him 
with infinite adonidiment, after all he had heard of the ceco- 
nomy of the Board of Control. It was obferved in that fpeecb, 
that the peace edablifhment of Bengal, as paid by that Board, 
exceeded the peace edablifhment of the former Adminidra- 
tion a million derling annually. The faCt appeared fo ex- 
„ traordinary, that he conceived there was fome error in the 
ftatement, but upon reforting to very good authority, he 
found that the excefs was actually one million two hundred 
thoufand pounds ; and with rcfpecfc to the war, it was moil 
undoubtedly true, that the expences now very far exceeded 
thofe of ta former period fo much complained of. It well 
then became their Lordfhips, the noble Marquis faid, to con¬ 
fide r from what iource the fupplies were to come. Bengal 
was drained, and Lord Cornwallis had already been com¬ 
pelled, in violation of a recent treaty, to authorife the l'eixure 
of the Carnatic and Tanjore. 

His Lordfhip (aid, the Houfe could not, from any thing 
they knew, pronounce the war either juA or unjuA. Minis¬ 
ters could not be blamed, for they had taken care to fumifh 
no evidence againA theml'elves; he wifhed they had been 
equally careful to fave Lord Cornwallis from unjuA fufyCcion 5 
they owed him their protection, and they would have mani- 
tefted it more in withholding fuch papers as, without expla-* 
nation, tended rather to give rile to doubt than warrant any 
certaiu conclufion on the fubjeCt, than by any overcharged 
euJogiums on Lord Cornwallis’s character, couched in pom- 
- £ pom 
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pous phrdfe and founding periods. But for the reafohs he had 
Hated, the noble Marguis faid, he could not vote for the (no¬ 
tion of the noble Lora near him. If they wilhed to cenfure 
thofe men who had delerved it, let them not, he faid, in that 
manner pick out individuals one by one, and moll efpecially 
an ajgfeut man, who from not being here could not fpeak for 
himfelf. Let them appoint a refpeflable Committee t j take 
* a general view of the country, and fee what men ought to be 
made obje£ks of cenfure. home there were, his Lordlhip 
faid, who had prafiifed every polfible enormity in India ; let 
luch a Commitee fend them to the judicature appointed by 
a&Vjf Parliament to try them, and don’t let the country be 
tantalifed by feeing the Icandalous abufes which Lord Corn¬ 
wallis had defcribed in his letters, as having dilgraced us in 
India. 

With regard to the motions propofed by the noble Secre¬ 
tary of State, his Lordlhip declared he could not vote for 
them any more than for thofe propofed by the noble Lon! 
near him, and for the very fame reafon, viz. becaufethe 
Houfe had it not m their power to afcertain whether they 
were fupported by fails. Let both he fufpended till Lord 
Cornwallis comes home, and they had his whole conduit be¬ 
fore them. Then Lord Cornwallis might be cenfured with 
juftice or acquitted with honour, as his conduit fhould war¬ 
rant, and not brought off by a faitious vote, forfo, his Lord¬ 
lhip faid, he mull ever conlider a vote of approbation pro¬ 
pofed by furprife and on a fudden, in anfwer to a vote of a 
different kind propofed on that fide the Houfe. 

His Lordlhip Ipoke highly of Lord Cornwallis, and he de¬ 
clared he mufl have been infenfible to thirty-four years friend- 
(liip, uninterrupted even by politics if he had qpt felt the 
higheft regard for him, and he mull alfo have forgotten the 
uniform tenor of that noble Lord's public conduit if he had 
not an implicit confidence, that whenever the day came that 
his conduit could be fully krn'wn, it would be found that 
Lord Cornwallis had ailed in India greatly to his own ho¬ 
nour, and to the advantage of his country. The Marquis, 
fard he had appointed Lord Cornwallis Governor General ori¬ 
ginally, not from any idea that a military man was the fit- 
left to go to take the Government of India upon him, but 
confcious that it was a fituation in which that noble Lord 
coulff not acquire fo much glory as if he went to Canada, 
where he might have been called to the exercife of his profef- 
fion. His only reafon for prevailing on Lord Cornwallis to 
go to Bengal was, becaufe he knew no other man fo well qua¬ 
lified to go to India. His Lordlhip touched upon the ap¬ 
proaching expiration of the Company’s charter, and exprefled 
his aflonilhment that fo little had been faid upon the fubjedt 
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in England, when the advantage of an Eaft-India Company 
had been taken into confideratiop in France before the time 
pf the national Affembly. He quoted the late Lord Chat¬ 
ham’s declaration, that he fhould leave the quell ion of whe¬ 
ther it was right to continue the charter of our Eaft-India 
(Company, to float upon the waves of public opinion, not 
doubting hut it would one day he agitated, and it wouid be 
ponfldered whether the Ceippany and the whole of their trade 
was a bubble or not. 

Tippoo, the Marquis faid, was our natural ally, and the 
Mahrattas the natural Foe of this country. He queilioned 
wliether Bengal was not the only fqbftanlial refource wohad 
in Ada. The Mahrattas were in this cafe a dangerous neigh¬ 
bour, and Tippoo Sultan at hand to check any ambitious at- " 
tempt of the Mahrattas. With refpedt to our other poflefr 
(ions in India, his Lord (hip doubted whether they were to be 
regarded as a millftope about the neck of the country, or a 
refource* After a variety of other obfervations, his Lord- 
fliip concluded with giving it as his opinion, that it was to¬ 
tally improper to go to a yote 0.1 either of the two fets of re¬ 
futation?, and therefore he would move the previous queftion 
as a mequs of getting rid of both for the prefent. 

Marquis The Marquis of Townjhcnd rofe next, and addrefied their 
of Town- Lordfhip? to the following purport ‘.——After the very ex¬ 
pend. tenfive field °f inforpnation which the noble Lord who moved 
the queftion has had recourfe to, I fhall at leaft endeavour tp 
recommend what I have to offer in juftification of the vote 
I fhall now give, by detaining your Lordfhips as fliort a 
time as poflihle. 

The war in which we are engaged in the Eaft, is, I con¬ 
ceive, expenfiye beyond all precedent, and is highly to be 
lamented^ Great and wcll-deferved encomiums have been 
given to the noble Lord who prefides in that critical and 
important ftation; but 1 can afTure your Lortllhips, that 
neither the high efteera in which I hold that noble Lord, the 
ties of confanguity, nor the fellowship of fervice in which 
I have known his merits, (hould prevail on ip e to approve 
of his cpndudl, had I found, upon the moft mature confi- 
deration, that he could have adled a more prudent and ho¬ 
nourable part for this country. 

It is e vident, I think, from the treaty of the year 1784, 
which, if I arp rightly informed of it, I may juftly'flile a 
triple alliance, defen five and vff‘enfivc i again ft whoever broke 
it full, that upon the Rajah of Travancore’s purchafe of the 
territory and fort in queftion, (Satta Mangalore,) the Coun¬ 
cil at Madras advifed his returning it to the Dutch, thereby 
ip .avoid the jealoufy and hoftility of Tippoo Saib. Ths 
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Rajah finds the Dutch will not refume it.. Why ? Beeaofb 
they had fold it purpofejy to avoid Tippoo** hoftility. 

The Council of Madras expoftulate with Tjppoo, who 
perfeveres in his claim, and alledges divers breaches of friend* 
ihip and provocation on the part of the Rajab. The Coun¬ 
cil of Madras inquire into this, and are convinced of its fal* 
lacy? 1 They then propofe a mediation, and to appoint ar¬ 
bitrators, hoping to prevent any aggreffion : Tippoo com¬ 
mences liofiilities, attacks the frontiers of the Rajah, and ia 
jepulled at the lines of Travancore. How, my Lords, how 
was either the Council of Madras, or the Chief Governor, to 
aCt jn thefe circumffances ? Expofe the Rajah to the rapacious 
qnd vindictive Tippoo, to break the engagements of the 
''‘treaty, and abandon the chara&er of the Tiritilh nation t or 
pught his Lordfhip to have fent home for inffru&ions, there¬ 
by giving Tippoo not only time to have increafed his force, 
extend his conquefls, and afford good grounds to the Rajah, 
and every other power in Afia, to form new alliances for their 
better fecurity t No, my Lords; I truft your Lordfhips will 
fee the propriety and necefljty of the decifive part which the 
Chief Governor lias taken, Upon the'arrival of General 
Medows, Tippoo did, indeed, begin a little to lower histone; 
but what could he expedited from a defpot, of whom we had 
always heard fo infidious and bloody a character, and who 
has already evinced the moff complete infolence and perfidy 
pn many occafions. 

]t has been faid that this decifion of the Chief Governors 
is contrary to the principles laid down by the Eaft-India 
Company, and to their exprefs injunctions. I hope 1 do not 
miftake the purport (though I cannot quote the words of the 
aCt of Parliament) of the 24th of his prefent Majefty, enti¬ 
tled, “ A11 aCt for the better regulation and management of 
“ the Eaft-lndia Company,” which, I think, fays, “ that 
to purfue extent of conqueft and dominion in India, is repug¬ 
nant to the intereffs of this nation, and that it (hall not he 
lawful for the Governor, &c., without authority from home, 
or of the Secret Committee, except when hoftilities have been, 
finally commenced, or preparations made , again ft the Britiffi 
nation in India, or fuch Princes or States dependant tbereon f 
or whofe territories the Company is engaged to defend, ei¬ 
ther to declare war. or commence liofiilities, or enter into 
amp treaty for the faid purpofe; but that in fuch cafe of necejjity, 
they muff communicate, as foon as pofflblc, to the Court of 
Diredors, a full ffate of the grounds vpoo which they have* 
commenced fuch liofiilities.” 

Let me then appeal to your Lordftjlps, could Lord Corn¬ 
wallis do leias, in the execution of the good faith of treaties, 
gpd, f? r ( he reputation of the Britifii name, than fupport the 
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ally, who fobmitted co reference, in the pofleffion of what 
he had*purcbafed, agaioft the violator of this triple alliance, 
who refufed arbitration, and commenced war for what he had 
no right ? 

If your Chief Governors, and Commanders in Chief, are 
to hesitate on fuch occafions, miferahie, indeed, is their fitu- 
ation; nor can the motives of a man be doubted, who,' as a 
noble Lord har juft told you, in addition to his other merits, 
with a ftated falary, anxious to return to his native country, 
prefers remaining, for thepublic fervice, in the moil arduous 
fituation, from the emergency of the occafion; nay more, 
had preferred the fcene of a&ion at Madras to that of the 
principal feat of his Government; yet, upon the arrival of^ 
an highly diftinguilhed military*chara£ler at Madras, he then 
remains in the utmoft ftateof refponfibility, uninfluenced by 
any motives of ambition or profit. 

Such, my Lords, has been the conduct of your Chief Go¬ 
vernor in India, which, if it were not founded on neceifity, 
and jollified hy the ftrongeft authority, I fhould be as ready 
.to condemn, as l ihould fo heavy and infupportahle an ex¬ 
ponce, which muft fall on this nation; but as this ftate of 
hoftility feems to have been unavoidable, I conceive it to he 
juftifiahle, and the conduit of your Chief Governor highly 
meritorious. 

Lord Lord PorcheJIcr rofe again, and commented on the fpeech 
Porcheftcrof the noble Secretary (Lord Grenville) in the following 
manner. The noble Lord has wifely evaded, faid his Lord¬ 
ship, entering into a defence of meafures perfe&ly indefenfi- 
ble; he has prudently taken fheltcr under the popular cha¬ 
racter of Lord Cornwallis, in whole general commendation 
he has been as profufe, as he has been niggardly of arguments 
in defeneeiof the meafure, which he intinuates, though he 
dares not, in direlt terms, affert, to be the foie all of the 
Governor General, without any fuggeftion, advice, or order 
from home. I concur in all he has faid of the Governor Ge¬ 
neral’s perfonal merit, and Ihould willingly concur in any 
comfhendalion where praife was not treacherous, and meant 
to Ihift from thejhoulders of Government at home the odiufo 
of their own meafures. As the noble Lord has ftated his in¬ 
tention to move a formal approbation of Lord Cornwallis’s 
conduit as the author of this war, after he has, according to 
his own phrafe, difpofed of the motions 1 had the honoift'to 
propofe, which he trails in the blind confidence of his adhe¬ 
rents to efleiSt, I cannot avoid, as a well-wifher to Lord 
Cornwallis, to deprecate that infidioi^s praife which is held 
out in order to perfuade Lord Cornwaflrs’srfriends, by the of¬ 
fer of barren approbation, to adopt with it all the fubftantial 
bla,me which an informed Public will think due to the mea- 
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fare of the war. Lord Cornwallis It fir peculiarly circura* 
ftanced in this affair, that if you fuppofe him within the 
icope of praife or blame, at author of the war, it muil inevi¬ 
tably be of blame. The a €t of Parliament prohibits the Go¬ 
vernor General from commencing a war without the authority 
of his fuperiors: if he has done fo, he has offended again# the 
legislature, and deferves cenfure: if he has a&ed legally un¬ 
der orders, he has done no wrong; but he deferves no praife. 

He is then the inftrument in their hands, not the refponfible 
author of the war. It is an affront to his character, and low¬ 
ers its Aandard, to offer praife for iimple obedience to orders 
received. Minifters have produced his letters, and the docu¬ 
ments of the tranfa&ions, and left them on the table unex- 
plained and unjuAified ; but they have infidioufly, by offer¬ 
ing praife, infinuated, that the war was not fuggefted, ad- 
vifed, or encouraged from home, and that they renounced all 
claim to the merits of the war; and thus they artfully trans¬ 
fer, with the fhadow of praife, all the weight of reproach 
from their own fhoulders, and leave Lord Cornwallis as the 
imputed author of the war by crowning him with the praife, 
of difobedience to the legiflature, and leaving him to efcape 
the cenfure of the war as he can. The noble Lord fays, that 
I have adduced no other argument but the letter of the 7th of 
July, as a proof that the Board of Controlled authorifed the 
war; certainly no more convincing proof could be adduced, 
and which he has not made the leaft attempt to refute; but I 
likewife Aated the treaties with the Nizam and Mahrattas as 
equally proving it: thofe treaties do not even pretend hof- 
tilities from Tippoo as being the caufe of the war; and on the 
face of thofe treaties, the war, without the authority of the 
Board of Control, is illegal; and with it, the Board remains 
highly criminal, and highly refponfible. » 

Lord Sydney faid, that his connexion with Lord Cornwal- Lord 
lis would not permit him to hear a cenfure urged again A him, Sydney; 
without faying a few words on the fubjedh In his mind, an 
attack had been made on the Board of Control for a£ts, of 
which, neither morally nor phyfically, they could be the au¬ 
thors. The ally of the Company had been attacked; and 
th^ noble Governor General had a£ted on the occafion with 
pure integrity and becoming fpirit. His LordAiip faid, he 
would not again travel over the ground which had already 
been traverfed with much greater ability, but fhould conclude 
witl^bferving, that he had heard many things afierted in the 
ccwtrfe of the debate, which had aAoniAied him; particularly, 
that Tippoo Sultan was by no means a cruel, bloody, and 
vindi«Aive Prince. His Lordfhip reprobated the whole con¬ 
duct of Tippoo Sultan, and reminded the Houfe of his treat- 
ttcpt of the detachment made prifoners under the command 
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of General Ma t the w s laft war. Ac an additional instance of 


Tippoo’s determination to break with at, he aflsed if the in* 
veftment of Tellicherry in x 789 were totally forgotten ? And 
concluded with exprelfing bis di Approbation of the motion of 
the noble Lord (Forcheiler.) 

Lord Lord Stormont reprobated the carrying on a war in Indian 
Stormont. His Lordihip faid, that though the origin of this India bufi- 
nefs had been agitated while he was abroad on his doty, and 
that he had not courage to run through the voluminous re¬ 
ports which were made to the Board of Control, yet he had 
attended fufficiently to it fince, to be able to form his opinion 
thereon. Upon this particular queftion, however, he faid* 
he was in a difficulty how to give his vote, fince every, day 
news was expected which might very much influence thes^ 
Lordfhips. His Lordihip complimented Lord Cornwallis for 
the rectitude of his principles, and the moderation of his 
mind. He was well convinced that the noble Lord was pof- 
fefled of a foul that afpired after military glory* and that he 
regulated his conduct according to the directions he had re¬ 
ceived* The treaty, he fhou'd prefume, was made for the 
exprefs purpofe of extending dominion, which was diametri¬ 
cally repugnant to the honour, principles, and dignity of the 
Britifli name. Tippoo’s overtures were rejected, which was 
a direCt violation of treaty. 

His Lordihip argued ftrenuoufly again!! the treaty for di¬ 
viding Tippoo’s dominions, into which we had entered with 
the Mahrattas and the Nizam. He put the cafe of a fimilar 
treaty being entered into between Pruffia and France, for the 
prefervation of the general peace of Europe, enumerating all 
the European powers, excepting only the Netherlands; he 
afked if the Emperor would not have juft caufe for jealoufy 
on heating of fuch a treaty ? Such a treaty he afterted as that 
lately entered into by our Government in India, was unpa¬ 
ralleled. His Lordihip faid, that if Minifters had given or¬ 
ders to Lord Cornwallis to plunge into war, the motion pro- 
pofed by the noble Secretary of State, was that which he 
fhould have expeCfed from Minifters, becaufe it was a vote 
of approbation of tjieir own conduCL But conqueft was the 
main purfuit. He was as fanguine for viClory as any m^n; 
hut then it fhould be confidered whether'that victory was to 
be founded in an advantage or not. The expence of a war 
every man mult know was a great difadvantage to a commer¬ 
cial country; and great caution ought to be taken how'v na¬ 
tion, like Great Britain, involved itfelf in a war, whofe 
chief objeCt it was, to promote its commerce, and confequent* 
ly the peace of the country. 

His Lordihip dwelt particularly on the ruinous confe- 
. quinces of a war in India, Qbferving, that it could not coll 
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lefs than four h undr edtheufahd, jsQundrf ptrthofith to carry 
it on, and whence were fuch luitis to be drawn for the fup- 
port of it ? Bengal had been already almost wholly exhaufted. 
Money could only be obtained at 12 per cent. His Lordfhip 
read an extract from one of the papers in his hand, upon 


which he made fome Very judicious comments, illuftrating 
his general arguments of the inexpediency and impolicy of 
fetkmg to extend our territories in India. He concluded 
with observing again, that the Board of Control, and not 
the noble Lord, were in error. 

• The Earl of Carlljlt faid, he fhoald not detain their Lord- Ear | 
fliips at io late an hour, hut as he was related to the nbble Carlifle. 


Earl who had been fo much the fubjeft of conversation, he 
qpufd not refrain from making a few obfervations on what 
lud been laid. He confefled he (liould have been better 


pleafed to have heard from Minifiers, infiead of high and 
fwoln eulogiums on Lord Cornwallis, that they were ready 
to communicate the orders which they had lent out. A 
noble Lord had laid, that the Board of Control cdukl not, 
phylically fpeaking, have given orders in regard to this war. 
'1 hat thty had not given orders explicitly as to this war, 
was probable ; but had they not fent out hypothetical orders, 
which hound the noble Earl to take the courfe he had pur- 
fued? In obfervation on the variousallufions to Tippoo Sul¬ 
tan’s character, he hoped that nohle Lords would confider 
that vie were now again at war with that Prince, and that 
fuch language was not liktly to conciliate him to afford more 
hofpitable treatment to fuch of our military as might unfor¬ 
tunately fall into his hands. The nohle Earl affirmed it to 
lie his ftrenuous belief, that Tippoo Sail) did not meditate a 
war ; if he had done fo, he would have taken the courfe pur- 
■ filed by bis father; he would have come down with his hoft 
of cavalry, and would have fwept the Carnatic,,by driving 
the cattle, cutting off the harveft, and taking fuch other 
fteps, peculiar to an Afiatic war, as fhould have prevented 
tfs from attacking him. He had not done thi-s, and he there¬ 
fore believed that he had not meditated an attack. His Lord* 


(hip concluded with declaring, that he thought Lord Corn¬ 
wallis had been extremely ill treated by Minifiess. .The 
papers on the table, he faid, were unintelligible, without 
explanation ; and Minifiers had not done him the jufiice to 
give any explanation whatever. His Lordlhip fpokc highly 
o$?Lord Cornwallis, and pronounced him a man incapable 
of adding in fo unworthy a way as Minifiers had imputed to 
him. 


The Houfe divided on the previous queftion; 
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The motion of Lord Porcheiler being thus difpofed ofj 
Lord Grenville rofe, and made the fame motions in appro¬ 
bation of the war, as had been previoufly carried in the 
Houfe of Commons. 

Lord Lord Loughborough fpoke again ft them, declaring that 
Lough- Minifters had wifely thofen that midnight hour for th? pm> 
borough, pofe of carrying an adulatory resolution on their own coif 1 
• du«ft. It was only fit, he faid, for a drowfy audience, and 
not proper to face the I got of day. His Lordfhip contended, 
that, by aftirting that tiie i-oaul of Control had not lent out 
orders to begin th>- war, they iud avoided the fair argument, 
and that, in futfl, no point had been at ifluc between the two 
fules of the Houle, fince the rcallp; ir.g and fource of the 
war were to be found in the treaty figr.ed in July, 1789, and 
net in Tippoo’s attacks on the lines of '1 ravancore; and 
therefore it did not follow that orders might net have been 
' received from home by Lord Corn wailis, between the month 
6f September, 1789, and December following, when the at¬ 
tack had been made. He faid that, at fo late an hour, he 
would not detain their Lordfhips, except to mention on# 
f.i6I, which had been overlooked in the debate, but which 
proved that the whole fyftem now purfuing in India, had 
been dictated in England, In the orders for forming treaties 
#f defenlive alliance, all the powers of India were enume¬ 
rated, eyepting only thofe of Tippoo Sultan. His domi¬ 
nions, though guaranteed by politive treaty, were not to bet 
defended; and thus it was declared, that we were to fuller 
him t.Q be attacked, or to attaflk him ourielves. His Lord- 
fliip ftrongly reprobated the Orange and indefenGble condudb 
which Minifters had purfued in this queftion; and con¬ 
cluded with faying, that by thus calling for felf-praife, tfiey 
materially changed the ground of the-difcullion ; for it was 
not a very grateful thing to heftow praife, without commu¬ 
nicating the reafons on which it ought to be given ; he fliQuld 
therefore, he faid, move the previous queftion. 

On which, the Houfe divided; 

Contents, 12; Not contents, 64. Majority 52. 

1 Tire three motions of Lord Grenville were then feverally 
put, and carried in the afiirm^tiye. 

The Houfe adjourned* 
l 
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JVedncfday , 4 th May, 

On reading the order of the day for the fecond reading of 
* the bill to divorce Mr. Cecil from his prefent lady, on ac¬ 
count $$ her adultery with the Reverend Mr. Sneyd, 

The Lord Chancellor left the woolfack, and called their Lord 
L011![hips’ attention to the hill. Ills Lordfhip faid, he was Chancel* 
defirous to deliver his fentiments on the fubje# of the bill lor * 
then under confuleration, becaufe it differed much from 
thofe which generally formed the ground of application to 
that Houfe for bills of divorce; with that view on a former 
flasWthe proceeding, he declared it was, that he had con* 

*fmted to the delay at the time propofed for the fecond 
reading. Mr. Cecil, who applied to their Lordfhips for 
a diflblution of his marriage contract, his Lordfhip faid. 
was an honourable gentleman, apparent heir to a noble and 
illuArious family in this country, and he, as well a* every 
otiier perfon applying to their Lordfhips for redrefs of 
grievance, would undoubtedly receive it as far as their 
Lordlhips could extend their interference upon the princi¬ 
ples of juAice, defined and limited by the law of the land; 

From the Ecclefiaftical Court Mr, Cecil had already re- 
■ ceived all that Court could grant him ; he had been allowed 
a divorce a men fa ct thoro , which might lie granted on a va¬ 
riety of cafes, in each of which Parliament might refufe to 
interfere. There might, his Lordfhip faid,.be various rea- 
l'ons for this kind of divorce, when neither juftice, public 
policy, nor a due regard to morality or religion could war¬ 
rant the granting a divorce by Parliament, which was a di- 
- vorce a vinculo matrimonii. The fir A divorce was a «mere 
reparation, adapted to the convenience of the parties; but 
the fecond was an abfolure diflblution of the contrafl, and 
, therefore he had always been of opinion, that if any agree¬ 
ment between the parties to feparate could he proved, or if 
after the adultery of the one, the ,other aflented to or con- 
|nivcd at that immoral a<£t, or was heedlefs and indifferent 
Bjhout itl the law upon the ground of public policy and dt- 
ftoruin would refufe a divorce a vinculo matrimonii ; and fo it 
Hught to be on the principle of jufiice, as well as on that of 
flbblic expediency, in Older to make the marriage contract 
^Bfolemiya deed as the nature of the thing would admit i 
ppfr there could be no injury, and confequently no red reft, 

■where a party had permitted, or had not endeavoured to 
prevent the a 61 . The quefiion in this cafe, his Lordfhip 
majd, was, whether the gentleman who made this applica¬ 
tion, had conduced himl'elf with regard to his wife in fuch 
^Bjnanner as to be entitled, according to the principles he 
mm laid down, to this divorce a vinc:;lo matrimonii, Thp 
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evidence of the adultery of the lady was clear enough i 
but, on the other part of the cafe, that of the condu& of 
the huiband, he owned he had entertained confiderable 
doubt; and that too of fuch a nature that the fubfequent 
circumftances of the cafe, on a good deal of deliberation, 
had not yet entirely removed. It had appeared before their 
L'ordlhips, that Mrs. Cecil had, with much di ft raft ion, but 
Without contrition, confefted her adultery with Mr. Sneyd, 
for whiph Ihe had been fubfequently forgiven by her huf- 
band; and that Ihc had afterwards applied to him for leave 
to vifit the adulterer, promifing that it Ihouid be the laft 
time. Her hare promiie, after the experience had^af- her 
ponduift, was, his Lordfhip ebfervpd, but flender feeurity'Ti..- 
her future good behaviour, and there could not be much 
prudence in trufting her with this vifit. However, the 
huiband contented to it, and fufiered her to ride to Hirming- 
)iam, accompanied only by a female. She mot the adulterer, 
they were left by themfelves in a rooni for two hours, and 
then, inftead of her returning, they went off in a port- 
chaife together, and livid afterwards in a ftate of open 
fdultery. Tbis confent on the part of Mr. Cecil, his 

Lordfhip faid, had much the air of indifference about the 
morals of his lady; there was too much levity in ir. It 
was at the very beft, incautious and unbecoming behaviour. 
Thefe points, however, he did not urge as tlie grounds of a 
pofitive op poll t ion to the fecond reading of the bill, but he 
fdlt it to be his duty to lay them before the Houfe. His 
Lordfhip owned he h.ul ronfiderahle doubt upon the fulijidt, 
but in this (as in all doubtful cafes, hefhould wifh to do) 
be faid, he had taken the opinions of others of high autho¬ 
rity in the law and of great weight in the Ecclefiaftical 
Court, who on an attentive perufal of the whole of the 
evidence in this cafe, had declared, that if they had to de¬ 
cide on the ,fubje£t, they ihouid rather incline in favour of 
the divorce; having received that opinion, it bore upon his 
mind fufficiently to impel him to fay, he ihould not oppotc 
the fecond reading of the bill. I * 

The bill was then read a fecond lime and ordered to 1-0 
committed for Monday next. '* 

Ordered, That the Lords he fummoned on Monday next, ■ 
Upon the motion of Earl I* ir%williatn. %, * 

Lord Grenville moved, “ That the report from the Coiff^v 
<* mitt<*e appointed to fearch for precedents in cafes of im- 
“ peachmenr, which now lay upon the table, be taken into 
“ confideration on Monday fehinight.’* * 

Marquis he Marquis of Lanfdown faid, be role, not to oppofe the 
•fLaof- day mentiom d by the noble Lord, becaufe iy faifV, any d.ij r ‘j 
flovv^. w?s quite thy fame to him, provided it was fufficiently 'J 

diftanfu 
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4i ftant to give noble Lords time to confider the Importance' 
of tlie quell ion to be brought before them, and therefore he 
could have wiOied that the Houfe had been fuller when the 
notice was given. As it was, he could not avoid faying a 
few words, upon the very ferious nature of this queflion, 
ftnd the conlequences that were involved in the decifion of 
it. His Lordihip laid, if it only merely concerned a Chief 
Governor of the Eaft Indies, he certainly would not have 
troubled their Lordfhips with any thing to day; but he 
confideicd the matter in a very different light, and as one of 
the moll important and momentous that could poffibly come 
jjito that lloufe, in which their Lordfhips were particularly 
interfiled, and m the determination of which the people of 
1m viand, and the conftitution itfelf, were deeply and mate¬ 
rially concerned, as it went to determine whether there was 
or was not any law in the nation by which their co»du& was 
to be guided. He faid, that a great many pamphlets had 
been wtitten upon this fubjedt, and he had read, if not all, 
inofc of them. This, the Marquis laid, he was no ways 
pfhamed to acknowledge, when he could add, that they 
came from the pens of fuch men as entitled them to atten¬ 
tion and refpedt. Moll of them were written by the law¬ 
yers, and he could not lofe that opportunity of exprelfing his 
opinion that much ability, profeffional knowledge and ar¬ 
gument, was to he found in them ; yet, after complimenting 
very highly the profdlion itfelf, ami the condudt of the 
lawyers on many occafions, which he refpe&ed much, he 
thoughr they had all along taken up the matter more in % 
profeffional than a conflitutionai mode of arguing. It be¬ 
came their Lord 111 ip s’ dignity, the Marquis faid, to enter 
fully, and with much deliberation, upon fo great and impor¬ 
tant a diicuffion; and he trufled, that evrtry noble Lord, 
who had a right to fit in that Houfe, would give it the moll 
ferious attention. If he did not ftrangely miftake the mat¬ 
ter, no quellioti could be agitated, that ought to command 
their attention more. 1 he fpirit of liberty, which the fub- 
jedts of the country, both in and out of that Houfe, boafled 
fo much the enjoyment of, depended, in his mind, entirely 
upon thofe two points, the trial by jury, and the known law 
of the land; the prefer vat ion of, and adherence to which, 
certainly demanded every exertion of their Lordfhips and 
the country at large to fupport. With regard to the trial 
by jury, his Lordihip faid, the wifdom of their anceflors 
had in fome meafure deprived thofe who had a right to fit in 
that Houfe of it, and fubfliiuted in particular cafes the trial 
hv impeachment, which conftitutes part of the known law 
of the land, upon the nature and extent of* which, their 
Lordfhips would foou be called upon tp give their judge- 
’■* neat 
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mfent and folemn determination. For Ins own part, were he 
to he afked, (though the queftion could not he put to him, as 
the conftitution of the country flood) whether he preferred 
the trial by jury or the trial by the law of the land r he 
fhould hefitate how to anfwer, or which to prefer. Ho 
concluded, by endeavouring to imprei's as ftrongly as poffi- 
hle upon theif Lordfliips’ minds the magnitude and confe- 
queuces of the funjedt to be difeufled, and the hopes which 
he entertained of a full attendance. The motion was then 


*" jmt by the Lord. Chancellor, es That the Louis he fu inn toned 

“ for Monday fe'nnight, to take into conlidcration the re- 
Vc M port of the Committee of Precedents.” Ordered. 

i, NaApn* The Matquis of Lanjthwn then laid, he hoped, as an 
Lanf- order was made for futnmoning their l.ordihips, that it 
f y ® OWD * would he done in as exaft and particular a manner as parti¬ 
ble; and he trufled that no noble Lord, who had a feat in 


the Houfe, would abfent himfelf, except he could give a 
very ffcrious reafon for fo doing. 

Some private bufinefs was gone through, and the Houfe 
adjourned till to morrow. 


Monday y Qtb Afay, 


Lonl Lord Porcbtjlr addrefling himfelf to the King’s Minifters, 
j? Porchefter ohferved, that iince the Indian war was difeufl'ed in that 
s 1 Houfe, freih communications had arrived from that quar¬ 

ter; he therefore wifhed to know whether it was the inten¬ 
tion of His Majefty’s Minifters to-lay that information bd- 
■ fore the Houfe ? 


m Lord Lord Grenville replied, that alt the information which had 
I^Grenville. been received was already before the public. 

| . Lord Lord Porchejlcr faid, that no official account had b:en 
^lorcbcftcr laid before their*Lordfliips, and as he conceived it to be th* 
duty of Minifters to lay that information on the table, to¬ 
gether with an account of the military operations and tho 
flate of the campaign, his I.ordlhip faid, he fliould mike a 
motion relative to the fuhje< 5 t on the firft open day. Friday 
next was fixed upon for this motion, and the Lords went 
ordered to be fummoned. 

Par) jjt,. . Earl FitzwiHiam , purfuant to the notice he had given on 
irittutia. a former day, rofe to ftate his reafons for wifhmg that the 
* Houfe might he fummoned. What he meant to i'ubmit to 

the confideration of their Lordfliips, appeared to him to be of 
very great moment, and worthy of their moft ferious delibe¬ 
ration ; or elfe he would not again have brought before 
them a queftion that he had troubled them upon before tlte 
recef'. He meant the war which, by appearances, we were 
likely to he eifgaged in with Rullia; a war that, as far as he 
co^Jl learn the fentimeuts of the country, and the- opinion 
• ‘ ot 
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.•f thofe beft informed, as «mk|1 as moft interefteJ in it, vfaa 
the moft unpopular, impolitic, and inexpedient, that any 
country could enter into. When this fubjedfc was difcuffed 
before the Eafter holidays, - hi.s Lordfhip faid, it was al¬ 
lowed to be of great magnitude; but he would appeal to 
their Lordfhips, taking into their confideration every thing 
that had happened during the intervening fpace of a few 
weeks, whether the fituation of affairs did not now more 
ilrongly induce them to make a minute inquiry as to the 
prefent Aate of affairs, even than at the time when it was 
brought forward. During the reccfs of Parliament, am 
opportunity had occurred in different parts of the country, 
£0 know what they had reafon to expeCl from the clofenefs 
^aan fecrecy obferved by His Majcfty’s Minifters, and to 
^fo refee the consequences likely to follow, if we had the- 
misfortune to be plunged into a war with Ruffia; a country, 
with which our Ready alliance, a connection for a conli- 
derable time back, had been productive of the mcA benefi¬ 
cial effeCls to our trade and manufactures. 

His Lordfhip faid, he thought himfelf juftified in Rating; 
this, from being pofTeflld, both by private information, ana 
resolutions that were publicly known, of the fentimentr 
.which prevailed at Manchefter, Norwich, and the Weft 
Riding of Yorkfhire, places which certainly, from the very 
great extent of their trade, particularly with Ruflia, were 
entitled to the refped and attention of that Houfe, and of 
the country. His Lordfhip confidered the Ruffian trade, 
upon the moft accurate information that he could obtain, 
to be greatly in favour of this country; the imports he 
dlimated at one million and a half, and the exports as 
nearly 400,000!. and although it might at fiift fight appear, 
that the import trade, being fo great, was againft this coun¬ 
try, yet when the different articles of trade were examined, 
into, and the ufe which this country made of them, being 
raw materials, which were manufactured here, and after¬ 
wards fent hack to Ruffia, or exported elfewhere, it would 
be found, that the trade was very advantageous indeed foe 
Great Britain. The papers on the table from the Cuftom 
ifoufe, and other documents, furnifhed him with proofs of 
wmat he aflerted. 

The principal articles of importation, his Lordfhip ftated 
to be tallow, bar iron, hemp, and deals, a very minute 
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detail of the value of which, and the revenues arifing from 
them, he ftated very corredlly to the Houfe, and argued 
very ftrongly upon the importance of the trade with Kuffia, 
the total lofs of which was certain, if we went to war, 
and ought to weigh much, when even Minifters them (elves 
did not pretend that any poffible advantage could 'accrue 

even 



even from a fuccefsful Wty' The address to the King, 
which he meant to move before he fat down, was meant 
to convey to His Majdfty the fcntiments of the country, 
Relative to this war, and to Obtain, if poflible, fome more 
decifive and certain information than His Majefty's Mi- 
nifteri were inclined to give, upon a point which the coun¬ 
try was fo much interefted in, and had fo good a right to de¬ 
mand fatisfadion upon. In the former difcuiTton upon this 
fubjed, his Lordthip faid, the noble Secretary had aiTured 
the Houfe that a war with Ruflia, if it did happen, was not 
the confequence of any fubiiliing treaty; farther than this, 
their Lordfhips had received no official information whatever, 
but confidence of the muff implicit kind had been demand¬ 
ed hy Miuiflers, and in fome mtafure given to them, thotagH^ 
it had not met with the return on their part that might have 
•been expe&ed ; for they had never hitherto given the fmallefl 
degree of fatisfa&ion to the country, for their conduct at a 
period when the public had rcafon to he much alarmed about 
the confluences, and had an undoi bted right to call upon 
them for information. His Lordfhin fpoke fo low that we 
are forry it is not in our power to follow him through a very 
able and interefting fpeech, which lie concluded hy moving, 
“vThat an humble addrefs be prefented to His Majefty# 
“ to entreat His Majefty to take into his ferious confidera- 
w tion the material injury, that the manufactures and trade 
•* of this country will fulfain from the interruption of the 
** friendly intercourfe and good underftanding that has fo 
“ long fubfifted between Cireat Britain and Ruflia. And to 
“ befeech His Majefty not to hazard the advantages of fuch 
M friendly intercourfe, ami the incilimable bleflings of peace, 
“ by a hoftile interference, for the purpofe of efle&ing any 
“ 'arrangement relpeCting Oczakow, and the uncultivated 
tf diftricts adjacent; as we humbly conceive that in fuch 
“ arrangement, neither the political nor the commercial 
interefts of the countiy are concerned.* 

Lord Grenville rofe as foon as the foregoing motion had 
ferenviiie. been made, and prefaced what he was about to fay, with ob¬ 
serving, that he did not mean to go into all the matter, 
which the noble Lord had introduced into his fpeech< be- 
caufe from the.lituation he was in, it would he exceedingly 
improper in him to enter into auy explanation, pending at 
negotiation, that might tend to interrupt or interfere with 
that negotiation; and he therefore thought he was'ky no 
means hound to fay more than was confident with his duty, 
hr anfwer to the noble Lord. Much had been faid about the 
trade with Ruflia, which his Lordfliip allowed to be of very 
great importance, though he would not agree to be exactly 
as the ntjhle Lord had Rated, witfi lejjard to the importation 
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and exportation* information on that head, taken from the 
Cuftom Houfc accounts on the table, might at any time be 
fallacious, and therefore were not to be argued upon. In¬ 
deed they generally were erroneous, and always imperfedl; 
becaufg, the means of obtaining a juft knowledge of both 
importation and exportation, was either by the voluntary 
account given by the parties, in which cafe, with the one 
it was thair bufinefs to fay what fuited themfelves, and, 
with the other, their intereft to evade fpeaking all the 
truth. However, the importance of the trade was certainly 
not the only point to be confidered in n negotiation like that 
in which we were concerned; nor could it be any ways 
a&iinft our commerce or manufactures, that the balance of 
«*yrewer, as well as the balance of trad.-, was properly looked 
after; and whatever regard noble Lords might have, or 
whatever fears they might exprcfs, for the Ruffian trade, 
there may be other political objeCls that were worthy of the 
attention of Minifters, obje&Srthat depended upon the rela¬ 
tive iituation of this country with others in Europe, which, 
were they to be overlooked, might be of far greater, and 
mere alarming confequence, than mere commercial interefts 
could be. T he trade of Great Britain, with every other 
country, he confidered of much importance, and there¬ 
fore, in proportion to the value of our trade with any 
country, ought our attention to be drawn to meafures that 
would maintain and proteCt that commercial intereft, which 
could not be done without a ftriCl regard to ohje&s that cer- 
tianly were as much, if not more, political than commer¬ 
cial. * 

Agreeing to the addrefs propofed, would, his Lordfhip 
raid, in his mind, be putting fo much ftrefs upon th« 
Ruffian trade as to decide, that Great Britain was depend¬ 
ant upon Ruffia, a queftion that he trufted noble Lords 
could never decide upon in that manner, whether they 
agreed with the noble Lord, as to the importance of the 
trade, or not, to the extent which lie wilhed to have it 
efteemed. If for other objeCts it might be neceflary to go 
to war, he did not fee that we had any commercial reafons 
that ought to prevent it, if fuch obje&s could be obtained ; 

4 uid even if war fhould occafion a fufpenfion of irade with 
Ruffia, which he did not believe it would, he afferted that 
the trade, which we might carry on in other quarters, 
would he fully equal, if not greater, in beneficial effefrs to 
tnis country. His Lordftiip denied that this country was 
favoured by Ruffia in any one branch of commerce; and 
contended that thofe confumers who were ferved by Britain 
through the means of Ruffia, would be better fupplied al¬ 
ways by Great Britain than any where clfe, and of courfe, 
Vol. XXX. Y that 
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that we never would 3bfe that traifo though the channel of 

conveyance might be altered., An alliance with Pruflia, 
which enabled us to carry on the fame trade by the means 
of a connexion with Poland, he thought, would be much 
better. Upon the whole, his LorcUhjp argued, that it 
would be neither wife nor politic to forbear going to wir 
at any. time* merely on account of any tra^p; and he 
would venture to aflert, that the greater length to which 


we extended our commerce with any country, made us the 
mote dependant on that power. As to confidence, he 
thought their Lordihips could not be accuf d, by refilling 
the prefent motion, of ralhly and wantonly hazarding a 
continuance of that confidence, during a negotiation 
which they had already decided not to withdraw it from 
the fervants of the executive government. His Lordihip 
concluded, with faying, that he thought the arguments 
of the noble Earl infufficient to form a ground for an ad- 
drefs to His Majefty ; and he lhculd therefore op pole the 
motion. 

Lord Rawdon expe&ed that the noble Secretary would 
have been more explicit in his anfwer to the motion, which 
his noble friend had brought forward with fo much credit to 
himfetf; more efpeci^lly as his noble friend had, on a for¬ 
mer occafion, prefled him fo much to give the neceffary in¬ 
formation which the Houfehad a right to from His Majefty*s 
Minifters, by a motion limilar to that now before their 
Lordihips. As to what the noble Secretary had been 
brought to fay on this fubjedt, his Lordihip laid, he was far 
from joining with him in what he Hated formerly, or to¬ 
day, which he confidered as a continuation of the fame de¬ 
bate, wherein Minifters had offered no arguments which 
could give*convi&on to any man that their conduct was«po- 
litic, wife, or expedient; nor had they given any official in¬ 
formation that could be fatisfa&ory, at a time when, of all 
others, the public were moft entitled to fatisfa&ion. When 
a great armament was going forward, and every apparent 
preparation for hollilities, that would plunge the country 
into an unexpected and unjuft war, againft a power wit^i 
which we had been long and profperoufly allied, and thereby, 
entail the moft fevere and dangerous calamity upon the 
cotintry; at the fame time they thought it not only unne- 
peffary, but abfolutely refuted to give any one folid ground, 
or ferious argument, in favour of their proceedings. All 
that could be learned, and that not from Minifters, was, 
that they were arming and carrying on hoftile. meafures to 
bring about an agreement to fome certain, violent, arrogant* 
and unreafonable requifitions, which, if not granted, muft 
provoke and occafion war, which he differed, very widely 
4 from 
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from the light and, indifferent manner in which the noble 
# Secretary treated Our trade with Ruffia^ atuf reprdbatedthO 
ftagnation and uncertainty in commercial affairs which had 
taken place in confequence of the meafures now purfuing. 

One piece of information, his Lordfhip faid, the country 
.had been favoured with lately, which he could not pafs over 
tfnnoticed, it being not lefs remarkable in its nature than ex¬ 
traordinary in the method in which it was communicated. By 
the meflage which the Ruffian merchants had received from 
Government, they were told that they may carry on their 
trade til! fuch a day; or rather, that there was a great pro¬ 
bability that they can be in no danger to navigate their fhips 
toand from the Ruffian ports, till the end of one month or 
Jt&fc middle of another. 'I his was a communication, he be¬ 
lieved, the moll uncommon and eccentric that had ever come 
from any Government to a trade which it wilhed to protect; 
and publishing it was certainly as wild and impolitic a mea- 
furc as any Adminiftration ever adopted; becaufe, in this 
cafe, we mull, in all decent policy, fuppofe it to he the opi¬ 
nion of Miniflers, that when this period expires, war may 
commence; and if it did, there is nothing more likely than 
that the Ruffians would begin the war by capturing all our 
veffels and feamen in their ports. The ablurdity of this pro¬ 
ceeding his Lord/hip dated in a very ftriking and pointed 
manner. As to what had been faid in this and former de¬ 
bates, about our interfering by way of mediation, of this he 
muff fay, that our mediation was being decidedly partial to 
one power, and making an unreafonahle demand upon the 
other. The conduit of His Mnje fly’s Miniffers on this oc- 
cafion, put him in mind of the infolence of Lewis the Four¬ 
teenth, which difguffed all Europe. The lots of our trade he 
confidered of the greateft importance; and when he wilhed 
to imprefs their Lordlliips with his fentiments upon the dan¬ 
gerous and deftru&ive meafures that Adminiffration feemed 
to follow, in defiance of the opinion of the commercial and 
landed intereft, and^without deigning to give any explanation 
of their conduit, he did it not merely for himfelf, nor that 
Houfe, but for the country ar large; as the country muff; 
fcfifer materially, by facrincing the certain and valuable ad¬ 
vantage of a great trade with Ruflia, for fpeculative reafon- 
ing, unfupported either by fait or rrgument, which was pre- 
cifely the fituation of the country oppofed to the conduit of 
lyiniffers. 

It was faid, that we were bound by no treaty to interfere 
in the difpute between Rufiia and the Porte, and the foie 
caufe of the war, if it did happen, was becaufe Miniffers 
thought it expedient, and our implicit confidence in them 
muff induce us to take that for granted. Now. his Lordlhip 

Y 2 faid. 
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laid, he would math rather they had declared that there was 
fome fecret exiHing treaty, or article of treaty, upon which 
they a&ed; although it might be fuch % one as they were 
properly ajhamed to avow, Hill he would fay, let it be ad¬ 
hered to; and*however much he might condemn thofe who 
had framed it, if they had committed themfelves, let thept 
not go back, nor difguife their proceeding, by denying what 
they were not willing to avow; or elfe let them (hew the ex¬ 
pediency of the war, and that it did not originate from the 
arrogant tone of their demands and threats. In the fitualion 
which he had Hated, his Lord {hip faid, if any fuch article or 
treaty exifted, he could comprehend their fecrecy, though, 
he did not approve of it; but otherwife, as they pretended^ 
be, except they were more explicit, this country had little 
fatisfa&ion in their fecrecy, and foreign nations could have 
little reliance on .their honefty. 

In the prefent Hate of affairs in Europe, as far as.it is 
known in all other European Courts, his Lordfhip contended, 
that the unaccountable fecrecy of Minifters could not be ad¬ 
vantageous to the intercils of Great Britain. He then ad¬ 
verted to the refcript between Pruffia and Denmark, which 
Hates the demand of the Emprefs to be merely the fortrefs of 
Oczakow, and the adjacent uncultivated trad cf country, 
and that with a defendve view entirely, and to prevent its 
being in the pofleffion of the Turks, who, if they had ir, 
might at any time invade the Crimea. He denied that Ruf- 
fia could wUh to have it for any ofFenftve purpofe, and if wo 
contended that the Turks fiiould potfefs it, inftead of for¬ 
warding the means of general tranquillity, we fhoutd be doing 
quite the reverfe; and while we pretended to be residing 
Ruflia, for the prevention of future wars, we were taking 
Heps that would be produ(Hive of the contrary effe<H. Hie 
Lor dihip here defer ibed the fituation of Ocxakow, its defen- 
five utility to Ru&a, and the impropriety of putting it into 
the poflefiron of the Turks, as well as the unreafonablenefs 
of requiring that Ruilta {hould give it up. He reprobated. 
In firong terms, the hoHile interference of Great Britain, by 
which fhe feemed inclined to keep open the vein that had beep 
gufhing for fo many years, and inHead of mediating fd? 
peace, to continue a bibody and deHrudlive war. He again 
touched ujpon the trade, manufactures, and commercial inte- 
reHs of the country J the great importation of raw materials 
from RufSa, and the return which this conntry had when 
they were exported manufactured, at leaH to be tenfold. 

With regard to the confequences of war, he faid, their 
Lordfhips, perhaps, might not feel them fo much on their 
Own account; yet he knew they muH feel for the littledif- 
treHbs that every additional burden muH bring upon the lower 

orders 
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orders of the commnnitvl; and certainly, the privation of 
any of the bleflings which they enjoyed, muft be matter of 
feriout and affedking regard to every feeling heart. Front 
that dais, his Lordfhip came to the next diftin&ion, who 
likewife would be much affe&ed by the calamities of war, ef- 
-pecjally by which our manufa&uring and commercial inte- 
refts were fo much endangered; and thefe werp, fuch as are 
poffefled of eftates from three hundred to fix hundred pounds 
a year; a very refpedtable and ufeful part of fociety, who 
ferved as Magiifrates, and guardians of the public peace ; 
thefe, he faid, would be fufferers; and it was always the 
duty of Parliament to attend to the welfare and profperity 
of fijaery dUlimSiion of men in the kingdom, and thereby 
'promote the general profperity of the whole, to which, he 
afferted, the prefervation of peace to be effentially neceflary. 

Lord Mulgravc faid, he did not mean to follow the noble r.erd 
Lord over the great extent he had gone; nor did he think Mulgrav# 
it neceflary to dwell much on the lituation or importance 
of Oczakow to the Ruffians or Turks. In anfwer to what 
had been faid about fecrecy and concealment, and that per* 
fon. 1 1 confiderations, more than public good, were the mo¬ 
tives of His Majefty’s Miniffers, this he knew was not the 
cafe* They had likewife been accufed of arrogance and in- 
folence equal to that of Lewis the Fourteenth, which had 
difgufted all Europe; but he denied that the comparifon was 
juft. With regard to the negotiations, it was well known 
that there were two forts of mediation between contending 
powers : the one, when their intcrefls and fituations were 
equally concerned and affedled by the conclufion ; the other, 
when it .was the intereff of one power to offer mediation 
between two others, to preferve that balance; which was 
fafeft and beil for all. And in this laft view, He confidered 
the propriety of .our alliance with Pruflia, and the line of 
conduit purfued by His Majefty’s feruants in their negoti¬ 
ation, as far as it was known, with Ruflia, at the fame time 
approving of the fecrecy and filence which they had fo pro* 
perly, in his opinion, fiodied. 

In arguing this fubjelt, the noble Lord faid, it had been 
top* much the cuftom to addrefs all queflions, more to the 
f£ars than the wifdom of the Houfe. The difficulty of fend* 

Jng fleets to the Baltic, and of finding Commanders, had been 
Hated ; but fuch was his opinion of the fleets and officers of 
the43ritifh navy, that he had as much reliance on their ex¬ 
ertions, when called on this fervice, as they ever had merited 
before; and it was, he contended, to the flrength of our 
arms, and the vigour -of our councils, mote than to argu¬ 
ments and opinions, .either iti or qut of doors, that we fkould 
owe our fuccefs in negotiation as well as war. His Lord- 




Jhip faid, be was not fo much afraid about the trade of the 
Country a* fame people were ; he believed that other coun¬ 
tries knew their reciprocal advantages in trading with Great 
Britain, and would be as anxious to preferve it as we could 
be. He confidered the commercial Yranfadtions that we might 
have with Poland, as equal in importance, if not greater, to 
any (hare of the Ruffian trade which we might loie. He 
concluded with faying, it had been well known that Ruffia, 
ever fmce {he had emerged from barbarifm, about two hun¬ 
dred years ago, had been purfuing one regular fcheme of am¬ 
bition to extend her conquefts Ur and wide. Under thefe 
circumftances, he thought fhe ought to be checked in her 
prqgrefs, and for that reafon, his Lord ih ip declared, he would 
oppofe the motion. *' ..., 

Lord Lord Stormont faid, it was impoffible for him to give a 
Stormont. filent vote on fo important a fubjedl; he (hould not, how¬ 
ever, addrefs himfelf to their Lordfhips’ fears, but to their 
wifdom. The noble Secretary of State had fpoken in fuch 
general terms, that he too was under the neceffity of ar¬ 
guing more generally than the noble Lords who had preceded 
him. Confidence, and a regard to the general fyfiem, were 
words graceful in utterance, and high founding in debate \ 
but when they came to be examined, conveyed very little 
information. Indeed, fo little information had their Lord- 
/hips on the fubjeCt, that what was known to all Europe, 
they knew only by public notoriety. They knew, however, 
by the refeript of the Court of Denmark, what the demands 
of the Emprefs were ; that of all her conquefts, {he deli red 
only to retain Oczakow, and the adjacent territory, and that 
this was all to which we could ebjedl. 

Our trade to Ruffia was of great importance, amounting 
to a million and a half of import annually, and this of the 
tnoft advantageous kind, being either articles of neceffary 
confumption, or thq, materials of valuable manufactures. It 
was vain to fay, that this trade muft not fuffer by a war 3 
for although in former wars, by our general fuperiority at 
fea, we lnd been able to prated our trade, it was tooabfurd 
to fuppofe, that after commencing hoftilities againft Ruffia, 

. we {hould fend our merchantmen into her ports. Now when 
the value of this trade was confidered, and our intereft .*•? 
who (hould poflefs Oczakow, the object for which it was to 
be facrificed, was he addreffing himfelf to their Lordfliips* 
fears, or tS their wifdom,. in defiring them to weigh wel^the 
grounds on which it was propofed to involve this country in 
a war ? ‘ With regard to the probability of this war, their 
Lordfliips had no documents to argue from. They knew 
nothing but the llrange communication to the Ruffian mer- 
m chants, which was fo extremely indecifive, that it had not 
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altered the price of infarance. It afforded this important ?n- 
fortriation to their Lordlhips, and to all Europe, that; our 
Minifters had fubmitted a peremptbry propofition to Rufda, 
to which they expected an anfwer, and that they held, the 
keys of the Temple of Janus in their own hands, to keep it 
"open for war, or to fhut it for peace. Since they had attained 
this elevated fftuation; lince, like Jove, they had by their 
fide the two veflels from which good and evil are diftributed 
to mankind, it were to be wifhed that they would mix up a 
portion of both in the cup, in (lead of dealing but war and 
mifery, without any thing to fweeten the bitter draught. 
Hut Oczakow was only the often Able objedfc. From the 
u^inle train of the negotiations, (a fee ret no where but in the 
v Britilh Parliament) it was clear, that the real end in view 
was, to obtain the acquiefcence of Ruftia to the feizure of 
Dantzic and 1 horn by Pruflia. The Pruldan Minifter, of 
a difpofition neither to be quiet himfelf, nor to fuller the 
world to be quiet, prefented this ohje£t to the King, and this 
obje& we were to aid in accomplilhing. As the balls of a 
commercial treaty with Poland, we po Hefted the ccftion of 
its only ports. This propofition his Lordihip reprobated in 
the ftrongeft terms, and faid, if acceded to, it muft he the 
ruin of Poland. He had redded in that country, had many 
connections in it that were dear to him, and he ihonld re¬ 
gret to fee fuch an event take place. The Polilh Diet, how¬ 
ever, not always diftinguilhed by the temperance of its coun- 
fels, had feen the conl'equences to be expected from this pro- 
podtion, and wiiely decided againft it. Minifters were now 
endeavouring to explain it away, in a manner not tli£ moft 
becoming, by attributing it to Mr. Hailes, .the Ambaftador 
at War fa w, as if he had gone beyond his inftru&ions. His 
Lordihip laid lie had not the honour of knowing Mr. Hailes, 
and could have no intereft in undertaking his defence: but 
he was fatisded, from a condderation of all the circumftances 
which had come to light, that he had a£ted in conformity 
to the general tenor of his inftrudions. The celdon of Dant¬ 
zic and Thorne to Pruffia, was not of fo little importance 
as they feemed to think. To preferve Dantzic in its former 
fixation had been thought worth the - interference of this 
"“Country by the Duke of Marlborough, Lords Godolphin and 
Somers in 1727. 

He warned Minifters of this fort of mediation which they 
had Undertaken, as totally unprecedented. If they referred 
to their own adt with refpedt to the Emperor in the confer¬ 
ences at Reichenbach ; that, though a bad authority, would 
not bear them out, becaule the Emperor was under great dif¬ 
ficulties, and the recovery of the Belgic provinces was cend- 
dered as an equivalent for the giving up his conquefts. Of 






<mr interference between tffc Emperor and Hue fubje&s he 
would fay nothing, perfuaded that it was a fcene from which 
no friend of Mini iters would wifh to draw the veil. 


The refillt of the prefent meafures, his Lordihip faid, 
might be considered in three points of view, and in neither to 
the honour or advantage of this country. They might ter- ' 
miniate in a war, in which we Should Sacrifice the treafurtf'and . 
the commerce of the nation to the views of P ruffia. Ruffia 
might accept of our terms under a modification, and thetradfc 
of country adjacent to Oczakow might be reduced to a de¬ 
left. It would be a great confolation to the labourer and ma¬ 
nufacturer of this country, who was already deprived of the 
wholefome beverage by which the wafie of daily labour was 
repaired, to be told, when called upon to pay frefh taXes^ 
“ Y ou are reduced to drink water, it is true, but we hive 
“ made Budgiac Tartary a defert, and you may be a (lured, 
that as long as this treaty lafts, the waters there will flow 
** untafled by man, or any animal employed by man.” If 
we (hould he obliged to recede from our demands, and allow 
the Emprifs to make peace on her own terms, we (hould then 
incur the difgrace of having iuterpofed without effeft, of hav¬ 
ing expended our money in an armament which we were 
afraid to ufe, and of having held a dagger ro the breafl of a 
foreign power, which, however we might drive to cover it, 
was a dagger dill. 

Marquis The Marquis of Lanfdowne began with paying fome com- 
•f Lanf. ptiments to the noble Lords who had already (poke on the 
downe. queftion; after which he proceeded to date that our com¬ 
merce with Ruffia was not, as had been attempted to be prov¬ 
ed, of a nature which could be fupplied, The article of 
hemp could not, he faid, be got from any other country. It 
had been tried indeed to raife it in America, and he had been 
an encourager of fuch experiments. But after all their en¬ 
deavours it was found that the hemp which was raifed in our 
Canadian fettlements was by no means equal to the hemp of 
Ruffia. It had been urged indeed that Ruffia found its advan¬ 
tage in the trade which it carried on with this country.— 
And fo it was to be wifhed every nation might, with whom 
We were conne&ed in commerce, as it was only from confi- 
derations of intereft that any people could be induced to&.*rv 
on a trade. 

His Lordfhip remarked that the Commercial treaty had not 
b-en renewed with Ruffia. Yet it was the wifh of the^ mer¬ 
chants of this country that it (hould be renewed. Several 
had differed confiderably in confeqtience of the renewal not 
■< having takep place, and one Houfe in particular had lod fix 
thou fa nd pounds annually. All the advantages of the Ruf¬ 
fian trade we were required, however, to abandon on the 

principle 



principle of confidence. 1151 do&rine «f confidence Bed 
been but lately introduced, and he could not help 'ihinlupfg, 
that it was carried to an improper and unwarrantable length. 
This modern confidence led to perfonality, which furely did 
not belong to the confederation of the Houfe. It was necef- 
fary to examine the chara&er, abilities, and even age of a 
man, before it could be afcertained how far he ought to be 
trufled. Thefe were points, his Lordfhip faid, which a 
mailer might examine in employing a. Ter van t, but which did 
not fall under the province of the Houfe with refpeCt to Mi- 
nifters. Their bufinefs was only with the Crown* with mea- 
fures, and not with men. The principle, that public opi¬ 
nion ought to be confulted in oppofition to the do&rine of 
confidence in individuals was not new. It was not borrowed 
“•from the French national Affembl'’. Tacitus, in his account 
of the ancient Germans, our Anceftors, mentions that it was 
cuflomary to afleinble the whole body of the people in order 
to confult them on public occafions. To this period, indeed* 
had fucceec'ed a fyflem of Machiavelian politics. But wd 
Were now arrived at a better order of things. The prefent 
was an age of free inquiry and liberal difcufiion. And poli¬ 
tics were not meafured bv any narrow rule of prejudice, but 
By the broad flandard of general opinion. 

It was a lingular circumftance, his Lordfhip faid, that al- 
ninfl all t!u* information which was wanted in this Houfe wa^ 
publifhed in the Berlin Gazette* The King of Pruffia, ar¬ 
bitrary monarch as he was, thought fit ropublifh tothegar- 
rifons of Potzdam and Berlin thofe fads, which out Minif- 
ters would not even condefcend to communicate to Parlia¬ 
ment. He was not now afraid of Oczakow. He was only 
concerned about the general fyflem of things, That bufinefs, 
though no thanks to Minifters, was completely abandoned. 
That place was of no confequence to the general balance of 
Europe. Their attempts, with regard to it, Miniflers durft 
no longer purfue,—they knew they durft not. The Mar¬ 
quis faid, that juft as he was leaving his Houfe, he had re^ 
ceived a packet of refolutions, by which it appeared, that 
Mancheiler was in a flame on the bare apprehenfion of a war. 
The fame fpirit had difeovered itfelf in Norwich, in an op¬ 
pose part of the country. In fhort, the oppofitidn wais fo 
“•“''general, that none approved of the prefent meafures* except 
thofe who were particularly connected with Miniftry* 

It was rather a curious reafon, the Marquis faid, that had 
been # affigned for the propriety of quarrelling with Ruffia, in 
order that we might render ourfelves independent of that 
country in trade. And here were we to form connections 
with Pruflia anil Poland, to make them produce for us hemp 
and other articles, which they did not at ptefent grow, and 
Vol. XXX. Z alt 
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ill ih order to eftablifft to^rinehresffle fame, if mot greater 
dependance upon them, than at prefent »e did upon Ruffia. 
The prefent King of Pniffia was a brave and generous Prince. 
He gave the rooft flattering indications that he would be a 
great and philofophical monarch. His Minifter like wife, 
was equally diftinguifhed by talents and integrity. Both, he 
belidted, were attached to the English nation. But though 
under fuch a Prince, and fuch a Minifter, we had little to 
fear, yet in the event'of fuch dependance, we might reflect 
what we may have to expe& from future Kings and Minif- 
ters, who might be differently difpofed to this nation. 

It had been ftated by a noble Lord, that the Britifh navy 
was full of ardour, and ready to embark in any enterprise. 
INo doubt could be entertained of the courage of the Bfitift^ 
navy, the Marquis faid, nor had any imputation been at¬ 
tempted to be thrown upon it, The Britifh navy certainly 
formed the moil gallant military in the world; but this very 
■ circumftance ought to be a rcafon why their valour fhould 
not be wafted in vain and pernicious enterprises. It had 
been faid by the fame noble Lord, that nothing would ftop 
their progrefs, and that thofe difficulties and obftacles which 
■had been fuggefted, were only the offspring of ignorance. 
But they could not effed impoffibiliti's. T hey could nbt 
convert lhallows into deeps, they could not make fca of 
xocks. In 1757, when this country was very defirous, and 
had even pledged itfelf to afford naval affiftance to the King 
pf Pruffia, the meafure was given up as impra&icable, as it 
was deemed impoffible, in the opinion of the moil experienced 
Admirals to defend the Pruffian coaft by a fleet. 

There was a circumftance, his Lordfhip faid, which in¬ 
duced him*to fupport the prefent motion, and this was, that 
the King might, through the organ of parliamentary difeuf- 
fion, become acquainted with the fenfe of his people. His 
Maj?fty was moderate in his views; the prefent violent mea- 
fures, which were purfued, could appear only to originate 
from Minifters. It was proper, therefore, that ©n a bufi- 
nefa of fo great national importance. His Majefty fhould he 
fully informed of the opinion of his fuhjetSls. The principal 
©bje< 9 t which he believed was in view on the prefent occafion 
one which he was aimoft aftiamed to mention—inV^?£|, 
toputPruffia inpofleffion of Dantsicand Thorne. When 
this circumftance had taken place, this country would be ren¬ 
dered completely dependant on Pruffia. A moil dx^aordi* 
nary pamphlet had been publifhed, which, though it was a 
pamphlet, was generally underflood to be the work of our 
Minifter, and as fuch had gone over the whole of Europe. 
The principle points which it undertook to prove were, 
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“ ift, Thit this country was the greateft; in the world. 

“ adly, That we were the greateft commercial country in 
“ the world. 

“ gdly, That we loved Poland exceffively. 
a 4thly, That we hattd the King of Pruifia. 

44 5thly, That this was the time of taking in the King of 
•* Pruflia, by forcing Dantzic and Thorne upon him, and 
“ 6thly, '1 hat if we did not feize the prefent occafion of 
M taking him in, we (houid not have another opportunity.* 
Thefe two laft points had been made out upon the fuppofi- 
tion that it was very much againft the intereft of the King of 
Pruffia to obtain poflefllon of Dantzic and Thorne; that the 
_late King was very much averfe to the meafure; and that It 
was necefiary to take advantage of the eagernefs of the pre¬ 
fent monarch, in older to force the poiTeflion upon him, left 
he ftiould be induced to change his mind. Such cunning, not 
to give it a harfher name, the noble Marquis faid, might at 
leaft he ftyled youthful. But, perhaps, Lord Godolphin, 
the Duke of Marlborough, and Lord Somers, who in (727* 
had determined the prote&ion of Dantzic to be an objedf of 
fuch importance to this country, might appear to the prefent 
Miniftry to be fuperannuated. Perhaps the late Lord Chat¬ 
ham, who, in 1767, had given proofs of the fame way of 
thinking, might appear in the fame light; yet it was rather 
ftrange that, while we wiihed to eftablifh a trade with Po¬ 
land, we ftiould be taking meafures to deprive them of the on¬ 
ly fea-port which they poftefted! 

Armaments, Ins Lordfhip faid, had lately been afourceof 
the moft enormous expence. Ko fooner had provifion been 
made for defraying the expenccs of one armament than ano¬ 
ther had been announced. But, in the prefent ftate of the 
country, opprefled witli debt, exhaufted with taxes, whence 
were the future means of defraying thefe to be provided ? 
They were to confider of their ability to meet the exigencies 
of the country. It no doubt would fall upon them to con¬ 
tribute a part of their fortunes. The opulent Commoners, 
who were to be confidered in the fame light, would likewife 
beftow their quota. But what, in the mean time, as had 
mJsAii remarked by a noble Lord, was becoming of that refpec- 
table and valuable clafs of the community, thole gentlemen 
©f fmall fortunes in the country, who discharged the func¬ 
tion of Magiftracy and police ? By the iateft accounts it ap¬ 
peared that they were almoft all driven from the exercife of 
hofpitality, and were emigrating into town, in order to edu¬ 
cate their children, and board as cheaply as poffible. Every 
day it appeared that fome houfe was hreaking up. The anci¬ 
ent order of Yeomanry, between the farmers and country 
gentlemen, was now completely extinguished* There was 
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Hill a body of rich farmers, but thefe depended entirely on 
the extent of their capital. The peafantry, it Appeared from 
the report of phyficians, iq confequence of their reduced liv¬ 
ing, were falling the vjAims of putrid diftempers. •- The price 
of fait, that ufeful and neceffary article, was become excef- 
fively high; beer, that innocent and vyholefome beverage, al¬ 
ready fo often taxed, had lately been burdened with an ad¬ 
ditional impofition; foap, candles, leather, all thefe articles, 
fo indifpenfable, had likewife received additional impofitions. 

The fcheme of the finking fund, indeed, his Lordfhip faid, 
he fhould always approve, as there was no laudable part of 
the meafures of Adminiftration to which he would refute its 
juft praife. The finking fund, however, he muft ohferve, 
'was the refult of the labours of the late Dr. Price. He loved 
the man, and took this opportunity to do juftice to his me¬ 
mory. Taking together his opinions and his abilities, he 
had not left a worthier or a greater citizen behind him. If 
his religious opinions had given feme cauie of exception, it 
was only becaufe they were not rightly underftood. Put 
though there is a finking fund, where is the war fund ? afked 
his Lordfhip. Where is the fund that is to fupply the ex- 
pences of fo many armaments? It was to be feared that what 
had occurred to Sir Robert Walpole, who had feiaed his own 
finking fund, would again happen, and that fome Minifter, 
in a moment of alarm and exigency, would feize upon the 
finking fund; in which cafe {he event mqft be national bank¬ 
ruptcy. 

We had already, the Marquis faid, had four armaments; 
an armament againft Holland, an armament againft Spain, 
an armament againft Rufiia, and an armament againft Tip- 
poo Sultan. Of the armament againft Holland, he would 
fay nothing; hetrufted it would become the fubjedt of fu¬ 
ture difeuffion. The armament againft Spain had already re¬ 
ceived the approbation of the majority of this Houfe, who. 
feems in this, as in fome other inftances, to have differed from 
the minority. The prefent armament againft Ruffia was 
pregnant with the moft mifehievous and dangerous confe- 
quences; yet he was apprehenfive, his Lordfhip faid, that if 
the bufinefs fhould he patched up In any way, as had happ&. **.- 
ed in the cafe of the convention with Spain, all difeuffion 
would be declined, and all inquiry negleded. The arma¬ 
ment in India, though we could immediately put an end to 
the war in that country, had already coftus twelve millions; 
and where it might end, God only knows. 

The Marquis faid, he would conclude, with a few words 
pn the revenue. He was in no pain, with regard to the re¬ 
ceipt ; it was fufficiently large. But, as we had hujt theex- 
4 ?rpife 
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ercife of our criminal juftice, by rendering our puniftiments 
fo fevere, that no Judge could execute them,To we oug.hr to 
take care that by draining too much our receipts, the firing 
might not break. He would recommend to His Majefty’a 
Mmifters to watch over the expenditure. Since the year 
1783, nor only had the expence increafed 1,200,0001. in the 
eftablifhment of India, but every department of Government 
had been carried on at an increafed expence. It was necef- 
fary to curtail thefe expences, elfe what would be the confe- 
quence ? It became the Houfe to recolle&, that it might fall 
upon them, on fome future occafion, to defray the expences 
of the prefent meafure of Adminifiration. It was incum¬ 
bent on them therefore now to examine how far thefe mea- 
l’ures were confident with prudence and with juflicc. 

Lord Havikejhury , in reply, faid, that all the articles of Lord 
our commerce with Ruifia, except hemp, might be obtained Hawkef* 
from other quarters, though, indeed, not fo cheaply. T he bury, 
advantages in the hemp trade between Ruffia and this country 
wvre mutual; if file iupplied us with the commodity, we 
furnifhed her with a demand. The confidence that was re¬ 
quired, his Lordfliip faid, had nothing to do with the perfo- 
nalities enumerated by the noble Lord. It was the confidence 
of experience granted to former meafures, and to tried con¬ 
duct. A Berlin Gazette was not a proper authority upon 
which to reafon in this Houfe. He had not leen the pam¬ 
phlet aferibed to our Minifier in Poland, and could therefore 
fay nothing on the fubjett; though he muft own he confi- 
dered this rather as an aukward fource from which to bring 
any charge upon Adminifiration. His Lordfliip concluded 
with acknowledging that he placed the greateft confidence in 
the prefen t„M ini ft ry. and when he confidered the abilities 
that had been difplayed, and the fuccefs that had followed in 
the conduct of the difpute with Spain, he could not but hope 
an equally happy iflue to the prefent bufinefs. 

The queftion was put, and the Houfe divided: 

Contents — 27 

Proxies — a 

— 29 

r Not Contents — 72 

Proxies — 24 

— 96 

♦The Houfe adjourned. 

TVcdncfday, nth May, 

The Houfe in a Committee, on Mr. Cecil’s Divorce bill, 

J-ord Cathcart in the chair, 

Mr. Graham appeared on behalf of the lady, and pleaded 
far a qaqre liberal allowance than that preferibed by the bill. 

Mr* 
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Mr. Bower, on 'behalf of the hnfband, ftated that the 
eftate and property were fo much diminilhed, that no far¬ 
ther allowance could be made. 

Lord Coventry, upon the reading of the fettlement claufe, 
moved an amendment in favour of a farther allowance, on 
account of the large fortune which the brought her hufband. 
1*1.Chan* The Lord Chancellor refilled the claufe. He faid, the 
ocllor. law of Parliament muft be equal. Do not, (aid he, “ ler an 
“ adulterefs, who happens to be allied to noble Lords in this 
H Houfe, expert any other meafure of jullice than a com* 

K mon perlon in the fame criminal fituation had a right to 
** expeft. The meafure of their guilt ought to be the cri- 
* £ ter ion; and not the powerful alliances which they have 

in that Hoiife.’* 

The bill, after feveral obfervations by Lord Coventry and 
the Lord Chancellor, was read over claufe by claufe, and 
with a few (lender amendments palled the Committee. Or¬ 
dered to be reported on p'riday. 

Some other bufinefs was difpatched, and the Houfe ad¬ 
journed. 

Ft iday t 1 $th May • 

The order of the day being read for their Lordfhips to be 
fummoned, 

Lord Lord Porchcjler rofe.ancl faid, that the object of the motion 
’?ereh«ftcr which he meant to make, was fo clear, and fo fimple, that 
very little was nect*ff..ry to be faid, in order to explain it* 
and when it was mentioned, its propriety would lie lo evi¬ 
dent, that he conceived it could create no debate, and meet 
with no opposition. His I.ordfiiip faid, there had a conduit 
lately been adopted by Minifters, of concealing as much as 
poffihle, all information from the Public. This conduit 
they had pnrticulatly adopted, with regard to the late events 
of the war in India. Prom this the Public might, at loaft, 
be lure, that they had not been fuccefsful: if that had been 
the cafe, we Should have heard nothing but the lhouts of vic¬ 
tory. and the exultation of triumph. But whatever the 
events were, they ought not to have been concealed. Parli¬ 
ament, and the Public had a right to fuch information, coriV. 
cealnient was unfair; it gave perfons in office, who were ne- 
ceflarily acquainted with thofe events, which were kept back 
from the knowledge of the Public, a very undue advantage 
of fpeculating in the public funds. The meafure of conceal¬ 
ment was highly unconftitutional. It was enforcing from 
.the Public a demand of blind confidence. It was requiring, 
that at the beginning of every war, they ihould furrender 
their purfes with their diferetion, into the hands of Ministers. 
Unhappily Parliament had already approved of the war in In- 
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dia. But ought 'H»y nfc te be informed of the coutfe 4t 
events. In order to he dnabled to regulate their future judge¬ 
ment, and, perhaps, interpofe to put a flop to a war, which 
in its confequences threatened to he fo ruinous to tlie coun¬ 
try ? We were to confider, his Lordfhip laid, whence the ex- 
pences of the war were to be defrayed. We were to confider, 
like wife, the fituation of this country, already exhaufted 
with taxes; and we were to conclude how far it was expe¬ 
dient, that thofe taxes fhould be increafed by a war, about « 
the condu& of which we were allowed to remain ignorant. * 

His Lordfhip inveighed in general terms againft the rafhnefa 
of Minifters in having plunged the country into a war, 
which was altogether inexpedient and unnlceflary, and which 
had no other objedfc hut ambition and avarice, pride, and 
plunder, and concealing the events of that war, monopoliz¬ 
ing tlie information they received, and thence fubjedling the 
Public to be robbed and plundered by flock-jobbers. His 
Lorulliip confidered Minifters as the authors of the war, and 
condemned them in fevere terms; he declared, however, that 
he meant no pa>ticular board or individual among them; it 
was Adminiftration in general to whom he imputed the blame 
of having unneceflarily involved us in a tnoft dangerous and 
expenfive war. Before he fat down, he faid, he underflood 
that adyice had that day been received, which Hated that our 
arms had met with important fuccefs on the Malabar coaft; 
if the fadl were fo, he was exceedingly glad of it, becaufe, 
notwithftanding he condemned the principle of the war, and 
was perfuaded that nothing like an argument could be adduced 
in juftification of it, he muft ever rejoice at the fuccefs of our 
arms, although no temporary fuccefs could alter his opinion. 

The events of war were uncertain, and though we might 
hear good news one day, tlie next might bring us advice of 
the fuccefs of Tippoo Sultan, to a degree alarming to our ex- 
jftence in India: of one thing, his Lordfhip faid, we were 
already certain ; viz. Of the durabi ity of the War far be¬ 
yond thofe fang'rine expe&ations which Minifters had held 
out to their Lord (hips, when the war was firft announced to 
them. His Lordfhip then read his motion, the fubftance of f 
which was, u that there be laid before that Houle, a conti- 
r “ nuation of copies or extradls of the correfpondence from 
“ the Governments of Bengal and Madras, on the fubje& 
of the prefent war with Tippoo Sail).” 

4 Lord Grenville tisfe tooppofe the noble Lord’s motion; and Lord 
this, he faid, he did, without feeling any of that difficulty, Grenville* 
which the noble Lord might pollibly imagine he had thrown 
upon him: but before he did fo, he would juft obferve, that 
it had ever been ufual when papers were moved for, that 
‘ fome parliamentary ground fhould be laid before the Houfe 

for 




for fticb a motion, and that t||tH^iibat Wat meant to ho 
made of tliem fliould be previoufly explained. The noble 
Lord had laid no fnch parliamentary ground for his motion, 
hut had merely Hated thdt he called for the papers from mo¬ 
tives of curiofity. With regard to the tranfa&ion in India, 
his Lordfliip faid, a very full and fatisfa&ory account had 
been laid before the Public, in a letter from Colonel Floyd, 
(who commanded the detachment which fo gallantly cut its 
way through Tippoo’s army, and effe&ed a jundtion with 
the main body of our forces under General Medows’s com¬ 
mand,) which had been immediately, on the arrival of the 
news, fent to every newfpaper in London. That letter, his 
Lordfliip faid, contained the beft and raoft clear account of 
that important tranfaition, and the reafon why the letter 
had not neen publifhed in the London Gazette, was owing 
perhaps to an overftrained delicacy in his Majefty’s Minif- 
ters, who did not think they were entitled to publilh Colonel 
Lloyd’s letter, in the Gazette, as it was a private letter, 
written to a private friend, and not an official letter. With 
regard to the general obfervations on the war in India, which 
the noble Lord had made, Lord Grenville faid, he had taken 
up fo much of their Lordftiips’ time, when the fubje& was 
lately under their difcuflion, and fo fully explained his fenti- 
ments upon it, that it would he unneceflary for him to tref- 
pafs again upon their Lordfhips; he would therefore only fay 
that he agreed entirely with the noble Lord that Minifters 
would be highly blameahle if they withheld from Parliament 
or the Public any information they received relative to the 
war in India, which could be communicated with fafety to 
the country, and that he fliould give his negative to the mo¬ 
tion. 


Lord Lord Porchcjler rofe again in order to anfwer the complaint, 
Snrcbeftcr that he had not laid any parliamentary ground for the mo¬ 
tion. It might, his Lordfliip faid, be owing to his inaccu¬ 
rate mode of exprefling himfelf, that his meaning had not 
been clearly underftood, but he conceived he had laid a par¬ 
liamentary ground for his motion by ftating, that his obje& 
was to obtain papers that would give their Lordfhips and the 
Public an authentic account of the ftafe of military tranfac- 
tions in India, as far as they had lieen received up to the pre-s^ 
fent day. His Lordfliip then repeated forne of his former ob- 
v fervations. 

; Thefe being, as well as the arguments prged by the reft of 
the noble fpeakers, nearly to the fame purport as thofe made 
life of by them on Lord Porchefter’s former motion oil India 
affairs, a fummary account of the principal points on which 
they dwelt will only be needful. 

A paufit 
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A paufe of a few feconds having taken place at rhe conclu¬ 
sion of the laft fpeech, 

The Earl of CarliJU rofe, and faid, that he had fat filent E* 1- ! of 
with the aflonifhment which he felt, that Minifters fhould Cariiilc. 
have prevailed on thetnfeives to refufe the papers afked for; 
though indeed, when he confidered the difrefpeitful manner 
in which they uniformly treated that Houfe, and the fyftem 
of fecrecy that they had adopted in all matters refpedting 
which Parliament had a right to he .informed, he need not 
have been furprized at alh His Lordfliip animadverted on 
the conduit of Minifters in circulating an unauthcnticated 
account of an important event of the war in India, through 
the uncertain channel of a common newfpaper, and having 
withheld ffom the Public the contents of their official dll- 
patches, in which there mull have been more news of the 
(late of the war, and the profpeil of its fuccefs, at the time 
the difpatches were fent away, than the ftatement of a (ingle 
aition. The noble Earl ridiculed the Minifler’s propenfity 
to war, and faid, when the country was involved m war on 
fuch flight pretences, as had been taken for the war in India 
and the quarrel with Kuffia, there was no fecurity for our be¬ 
ing ever at peace, or without the expence of arming. He 
maintained* that our pretending to arm againft the Emprefs, 
merely becaufe, after great fuccefs in a war into which fhe 
had been forced, (lie chofe to retain one of the many places 
that fhe had taken, the holding of which was efTential to her 
fecurity, was the moil unjuftifiable proof of the Minifler’s 
rage for war that hiflory could furnifh. tJpon a pretext 
equally good he could provide him with another war, a war' 
with the Venetians. The Turk they knew had demanded tof 
have fome guns from the republic of Venice. Might not we 
take it in our heads to fend a fleet into the Adriatic, and infift 
on the Venetians complying with the demand of the Otto¬ 
man Porte, on the ground that the Turk was our new and 
favourite, ally, and that if the guns they wanted were not 
furnifhed, Ruffia would be enabled to make head the more 
rapidly againft the Turks: and then Pruffia, another of our 
allies, would take the alarm. On fuch a plan of proceeding, 
his Lordfhip faid, (3ivJ it was equally rational with our 
conduit refpeiting Tippoo Sultan and the Emprefs of Rul- 
fia,) the Minifter might foon have another war upon his 
hands. 

The Duke of Monirofe faid, he did not wonder that the Duke of 
noble Earl fhould have been flow to rife, when his object Moauufc 
was to complain of the conduit of Minifteas towards that 
Houfe; for what was that conduit, but the moft uniform re- 
fpedt and attention, evinced in their ready communication of 
every information, that was confident with their duty to 
Vol. XXX. A a their 
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their Sovereign and the Public. The Duke fa'd, he had 
not been able to attend their Lortllhips, when the fubjedt of 
the war in In lia had been laft under their confideration, a 
circuinitance which he had fincerely regretted at the time. 
He therefore now entered into a fummary ftatement of the 
origin of the war, in older to prove that the war was not, 
as it had been deferred to be, a war of ambition and avarice, 
into which Minifttrs had hadily plunged the country, but a 
juft anc* neceffary war, into which they had been forced con¬ 
trary to their inclinations, and, he might alinoft fay, without 
their knowledge, in order to fupport an ufeful ally, by whom 
they were hound by treaty, and whole dominions they had 
guaranteed. His Grace deferibed the nature of our alliance 
with the Rajah of Tr.ivancore, and ftated the attack made by 
Tippoo Sultan on the lines of 1‘ravancore, as well as the hof- 
tile manner in which he had previoufly blockaded Tillichery, 
a Britifh fortrefs, by fea and land. 

Fn the conrfe of the noble Lord’s fpeech, his Grace ob- 
ferved, the noble Lord had taken occafion, for what reafon 
he knew not, to talk of Minifters having concealed the news 
of the late tranfadlions in India, in order that the Public 
, might he robbed and plundered by flock-jobbing. Whether 
it was meant to impute fo foul a pra&ice to perfons in office, 
as that they bad Shriched themfelves by flock-jobbing; the 
Duke declared he was at a lofs to imagine; but if any fufpi¬ 
cion of the fort wrs entertained hy the noble Lord, it would 
have been but fair in the noble Lord to have ftated the 
grounds of his fufpicion explicitly, and to have afforded the 
perf»n or perfons fufpedte-1, an opportunity of clearing their 
characters and wiping away lo foul a fufpicion, or to have 
flood expofed to that contempt and punifhment which fuch 
conduit would have deferved. His Grace, concluded by 
faying, he ftiouhl give his negative to the motion. 
l.ord Lord PorcbcJIcr rofe to explain. His Lordfhip faid, he had 
P01 chcfter not charged any particular perfon with flock-jobbing, becaufe 
he di-.l not know who to charge; he wifhed he did, hut he 
had no fcruple to declare, that he had no doubt upon the fub- 
jedl; he was fatisfied that a great deal of money had been 
made by flock-jobbing fince the laft news arrived from India, 
and fuch mufl unavoidably he the cafe, as long as Minifters" 
kept the news they received fioni India during the war, con¬ 
fined to their offices. With regard to our being bound to fup¬ 
port the Kajah of Travancore hy ticaty, his Lordfhip Lid, 
the noble Duke was tiiiflaken; it had heen exprefsly ftated by 
the noble Secretary of State, in a late debate in that Houfe, 
that we were not compelled to go to war by the obligations of 
.any treaty, but that we went to war, on grounds of expedi¬ 
ency ; and the noble Duke was equally miftaken in regard to 
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our being the guarantee of the Rajah*s dominions ; it was im- 
pofiible that we fhould be the Rajah’s guarantee. T he a<St of 
Parliament exprefsly forbade it. When the noble Lord had 
fat a little longer at the Board of Control, Lord Porchefter 
laid, he would be better informed on the fubjedl; and he 
would advif'e him when he went next to the Board, to read 
the a& of Parliament and the treaties, and he would fee that 
they were as he. had Hated them to be. 

The Duke of Monti oje faid, he had read the treaty of Duke of 
Mangalore, and it therein Hipulated that they were to defend Moatrofe. 
the territories of the Rajah of Travancore. 

Loid Porchefler denied that the treaty of Mangalore con¬ 
tained any fuch article. 

The Duke of Mont rote produced a copy of the treatv and 
read from it, an article in which the Rajah of Travancore 
was by implication rtcognized as the ally of the EaH India 
Coinpir y. 

Lord Pot chcjlct infilled upon ir, that the article would not Lord 
beat any fuch conJlrufiion as the noble Duke had put upon Porchefler 
it. His Lordfhip contended, that accoidmg to the law of 
nations, Tippoo Sultan was jollified in attacking the Rajah of 
Tiavaiicotc, for having by purchafe obtained poilcflion of the 
two torts of larotta and Cranganoie. 

Lord Mithraoc treated with contempt, what the noble l ord 
I ord had laid, of the law of nations. The .<ajah of 'I 1 a Mulgia 
vancore, his Lordfliip faid, had, on a great variety of im¬ 
portant occasions, proved himlelf our heft fiiend and moft 
uleful ally. His Lordfliip recapitulated feveral infl.mces of 
this, and afked, if a Prince who had atfhided us fuch ft rang 
proofs of h s attachment, ought to be defer ted by us in the 
day of diilrefs ? Even if we had not bound ourfulves by treaty 
to defend him againft Tippoo Saib’s attacks, we were bound 
by honour, which was a tie, in his opinion, ten times ftronger 
than any condition of a treaty. His Lordfliip cenfured the 
mode of reforting to the law of nations to find an excufe for 
ading unfeelingly and ungratefiiWy, when a good friend to 
the Eugliih interefts in India was in danger of being over¬ 
whelmed by a powerful oppreflbr of the weak and defencelels 
Princes of India, whole dominions, unfortunately for them, 
lay within the reach of the ufurper. It was not the artful fo- 
phiftry, nor the dry cafuiftryof a German writer, or a Swifs 
commentator, his Lordfliip faid, that he wifhed to fee handed 
to riie Princes of India, but an example of the generous friend- 
ill ip and manly feelings of the Britilh nation. After feveral 
arguments to prove that the country would have loft its beft 
character, if we had not taken the caufe of the Rajah of 
Travancore, his Lordfliip concluded with a declaration, that 
h e v\ ould give his negative to the motion. 


Lord 
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Lord Lord Sydney Rated in a concife manner the conduct of Tip* 
Sydney, poo Sultan, demonftrating that it was hot merely by his at¬ 
tack on the lines of Travancore, our friend and ally, he had 
provoked the war, but by his having, unprovoked by any 
conduA of ours, inverted Tellicherry by fea and land, and 
reduced a British garrifon to fuch diftrefs, that they were it) 
danger of famine. His Lordrtiip mentioned feveral inftances 
of 'I ippoo’s arbitrary and unjuftifiable conduct, and notwith- 
ftanding the notoriety of thefe inftances, his Lordfhip faid, 
he muft not, he had been told, call Tippoo Sultan a tyrant 
and an usurper, bat he fuppofed, he mull call hini our natural 
ally. His Lordfhip took notice of Lord Porchefter’s charge 
about ftock-johbing, and faid the noble Lord ought in juftice 
to mako his charge, if he had any proof of fuch conduct in 
M milters. He did not believe, lie faidj there were the Jeaft 
grounds for fo bale a fnfpicion. Thofe who had been guilty 
i of fuch a ineannefs, in his opinion, did hot deferve to he im¬ 

peached, becaufe in very high crimes, fit fubjp£ls of impeach ■ 
ment, there was fomething of honour to be traced; but, in 
ftock jobbing, on the fpur of official information, by men in 
office, it was a conduit fo mean and fccind.dou% that it ra¬ 
ther deferved the whip and the pillory, than the block and the 
icafPold. 

'Vifcownt Lord Stormont , in terms of pointed irony, afksd, what 

Stormont, vvould his Highnefs the Nabob of Arcot fay, if he were 
fhewn the law of nations? What would bethink of our 
kindnefe in having, in violation of a diredt treaty, feized up¬ 
on his dominions ■' In this manner his Lordfhip went on, for 
feme time, and commented on all our %nrious treaties with 
the Naboh, and the Rajah of Travancore. He afterwards 
went into a confideralion of topics more immediately relative 
to the motion, and having repeated many of the arguments 
he trade ufe of in the laft debate on the fubjedl of India^ 
condemned Minifters for having plunged the country into a 
war, to which we were now certain an end could not fpeedily 
be put, unlefs orders were immediately fent out to India to 
make peace. 

His Lordfhip contended that the war began here, and that 
it was a projedl of youthful ambition. He reprobated the 
ronduft of Adminiftration, in having published Colonel 
Floyd's letter in the newfpapers, inftead of fending an extra& 
from their official difpatches to the Gazette. It was, he 
owned, lefs irkfome to his eyes to read it, as it appeared in 
larger print than it would have done in the ufual mode of 
communicating official intelligence. During the whole Ad¬ 
miniftration of the Earl of Chatham, his Lordfhip faid, the 
pra&ice of fending a general account of every piece of new* 
that was received into the city, as foon as it arrived) was ea- 
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gerly and anxioufly purfued, in order to prevent fteck-’jjob? 
bing, and to fave the Public from being plundered by thofe 
who were neceflarily in the fee ret, from their fituation in of¬ 
fice. That falutafy conduit ought, he faid, on all occafionf 
to be ftudioufly adopted. The communications of early in¬ 
telligence during a war, was the uniform practice of all the 
States in the World, with, he believed, the fingle exception 
of Conftantinople. During what was palled ** the feven 
“ years war,” in the King of Pruffia’s memoirs it was ftated 
to nave been h?s practice; fometjmes. Lord Stormont faid, he 
fuppofed, heightening vi&ories, and lowering and fofteiiing 
down defeat. 

After cfefcanting at great length on the fubjeils touched 
on by thofe Lords who had preceded him in the debate, his 
Lordlhip adverted to the Miniftei’s cjuariel with Ruflia, and 
argued in proof of the arrogance of our interfering and pre¬ 
tending to didlate terms of peace to a power that hail beet* 
vidtorious in a war into which fhe had been forced. That 
every State had a right to retain what part of its conquefts 
that State thought proper, was a maxim admitted to he true, 
and juft idl'd by the experience of ages. Let us look to our 
own conduct in Alia, and recoiled! how our territories 
in Hindoftan were obtained ! Let us look at the empire of our 
ally the King of Pruffia, and fee to what a miferable limited 
domain thehleftor of Rrandenburgh would be reduced, if he 
were ft ripped of his military acquisitions of territory, and re¬ 
duced to a condition of Jiatu quo! There was fcarcely a coun¬ 
try in Europe that could be named, his Lordftiip faid, which 
had not been aggrandized or circumfcribed by the acquilition 
or lofs of territory! 

Minifters, ought to look with gratitude to that fide of the 
Houfe, the nohle Vifcount faid, for it had faved them from 
themfelves. The arguments that had been urged in debate 
by their LprdJhips, had awakened Adminiftration, and the 
country, from their delirium ; qnd though they appeared, at 
the moment, to be but little attended to, they had produced 
their effe£! in Parliament, and without doors, fo that he be¬ 
lieved, that the alteration of their tone would end in peace. 

Happy had it been for them, that the celerity with which 
their iaft mefienger had travelled, had enabled him to over¬ 
take the mefienger that went before him, tofnatch the fire¬ 
brand from his grafp, and to charge him with a mefiage of 
rgtra&ion and cnncfiHion, which he trufted would ferve to 
extinguifh the fiame they had blown up. His Lordlhip 
having qrged a great many arguments of a fimilar nature, 
concluded with giving his aflent to the motion. 

The Lord Chancellor left the wool lack, and in along and Ld.Chan- 
nervous fpeech oppofed the motion. His Lordftiip began «llor. 

3 with 
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with obferving, that when he beard the motion ftated, and 
the aniwer that was given by the noble Secretary of State, he 
had not imagined that a debate of half an hour's length could 
poffibly have taken place. '1 he motion called for accounts 
of the late military tranfadionsin India. The Secretary of 
State had declared, that the fulleft accounts of that tranfac- 
had been laid before the Public, and that they had no other 
which they could give with fafety to the national interefts. 
The natural courfe of proceeding for thofe who called for 
the papers, his Lordlhip laid, he fhould have conceived, 
would iiave been, to have fliewn, that they had good reafon 
to believe that Minifters were in poffellion of fuller accounts; 
but had that been done ? on the contrary, bad not the moll 
extraordinary reafon been given for defiring to have the dif- 
patches: viz,. To print them and make them into a newfpa- 
per? It was, he believed, the firft time that fuch an idea as 
converting their Lordll.ips into the editors of a newfpaper, 
and publilning the Parliamentaiy Gazette, in opposition to 
the Gazette of the Secretary of State, had ever been enter¬ 
tained, much lefs formally propofed to their Lordfhips. 

Having iltewn that the obje&of the motion was altogether 
novel and unparliamentary, his Lordfltip proceeded to main¬ 
tain, that the taking advantage under fuch a motion to de¬ 
claim upon a great variety of topics, of importance undoubt¬ 
edly, hut of no fort of reference to the motion, in order to 
catch the palfions of the perfons above the bar, and have 
their arguments handed to the Public, to excite the fears of 
the fooliih, and the hopes of the vain, and by creating alarms 
and apprehenfions in the minds of the people, lead them to 
imagine that Minifters had unneceftarily involved the coun¬ 
try in a ruinous and ex pen five war, was extremely unfair and 
extremely unwarrantable. 1 here was not an ahftra& propo¬ 
rtion laid down by his noble friend (Lord Stormont) that 
evening, his Lordlhip laid, to which he could not readily af- 
feut. but he diffeied with the noble Vifcount in every one of 
his ipjdications. 

To prove that the applications were not pertinent, the 
I.oxd Chancellor went through a circumftantial detail of the 
event., that gave rife to the war in India, and proved that it 
would have been pufillanimous and faithlefs in us to have re¬ 
filled our fupport to the Rajah of Travancore. He faid, that 
no noble Lord had ventured to ailert, that the war was un¬ 
juft; if any noble Lord was prepared to go that length, Ire 
would meet him fairly upon the point, and argue it with him. 
His Lordlhip faid, that though he was no India Minifter, 
he had an opinion which he fhould have no obje&ion to de¬ 
clare when the fubje&camc regularly before their Lordfhips. 
He knew a very great difference had obtained as to the true 

point 
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point of intereft for this country in her connection with In¬ 
dia; and poffibly if it was a country in which the eucrg" the 
knowledge, and the capital of the Engliili merchants could 
be employed with fecurity, commercial advantages would bo 
fuperior to any other that could be drawn fiom India. Rut 
noble Lords well knew that it was impoffiblr; that India had 
at all times been a prey to invaders, and were we to quit it 
to-morrow, feme other European nation might fupply our 
place. The next point then to confu’er was, his Lordfhip 
(aid, how we Ihould hold it to the moll advantage t InEen- 
gal we undoubtedly poifefltd a mod v luable and extenfive 
dominion, and from the order into which that country had 
been brought, the regulations that hail been formed, the at¬ 
tachment of the people, and the cafe and happinefs which they 
had enjoyed fince we became Sovereigns of- the country, In 
believed that our empire there was as firmly fixed as any 
empire could poffibly be at the difiance of twelve thoufand 
miles from the Parent State. Bengal therefore was a mod 
important ohjc'l in every point of view; we had there an 
improved and improving revenue, an improved and improv¬ 
ing population. As to Madras and the Carnatic, he had 
his opinion upon thofe countries alfo; if their pofleffion was 
neccflary to the prefervation of Rengal, then it was.an evil to 
which we mud fubmit, though its refources Ihould not he 
fufficient for its eflablifhments ; why they Ihould not, he 
was not prepared to fay. Bombay could not he undcrllooJ 
to fupport itfelf, but he was informed that about thirty years 
ago its sxpences were not more than forty thoufand pounds a 
year beyond its income. He had no idea of the wifdom ot 
keeping up ellabliihments beyond the ability of the countries- 
we retained to pay. But thefe were fuhje£ls not immedi¬ 
ately before their Lordfhips; when they were, he would 
give his opinion upon them. 

■ It had been obferved, his Lordfhip faid, that we had 
groffly violated a treaty with the Nabob of Arcot and the 
Rajah of Tanjore; that was a fuhjeft alfo that he would 
fpeak to when it came regularly before them. The country 
of the Rajah of Tanjore had been conquered bv the Xabcb 
of Arcot, in the year 1722 or 3, the Nabob letting up a 
claim to it as his right. By the a&ivity of the Rajah’s friends 
in England, the country was reftored to him in 1777* and 
he continued inpoiTeflion of it till 1781, when the devaflntion 
brcaight upon the Carnatic by the invafion of Hyder Ally, 
induced the adoption of flrong meafures in India for the fal- 
vation of the Company, the Nabob, and the Rajah. The 
reprobation of thefe meafures, by a parliamentary refolution 
at that dangerous crifis, would remain an eternal monument 
©f .parliamentary folly and abfurdity ! When the peace was 
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concluded, the countries were reftored to the Rajah and the 
Nabob, and the treaties concluded, by which they were 
bound to the obfervance of certain conditions both in peace 
and in war. 

The Chancellor declared that he had read all the papers 
upon the table relative to the feizure of thofecountries, lince 
the commencement of hoftilities with Tippoo Sultan, and he 
was perfectly ready to admit that thofe treaties had been 
groflly violated, and that the violation could not be defended 
upon any other plea than that of neceffity ; nor was he pre¬ 
pared to fay that there were yet papers upon the table which 
made out that neceffity; but this was a fubje& not to be 
gone into upon a morion that did not fairly bear a relation 
to it. When it was brought regularly before their Lord {hips, 
he fhouldbe perfectly ready to go into it ferioufly. 

In the courfe of his fpeech, the Lord Chancellor fpoke of 
the condudt of Ruflia and the Turks, and in a ftrain of irony 
faid, it was evident the terrible Turk had been the aggreflor, 
while the mild and gentle Emprefs of Ruflia had afforded no 
fort of provocation for the war ! The feizing upon the Cri¬ 
mea, and the taking poffeflion of Upper Servia, with the 
mode that the Emprefs had adopted in each of thofe particu¬ 
lars, were peculiarly amiable, and were undoubtedly a£ts of 
conciliation and kindnefs! His Lordfhip alfo took notice of 
what Lord Stormont had faid, on the fubjetft of the feven 
years war. 

Lord Lord Stormont rofe to reply. He faid, he did not intend 
Stormont, td trefpafs upon their Lord {hips again, but, called upon fo 
pcrfonally as he had been, he mu ft neceflarily beg their Lord- 
fhips attention fora few moments. His Lordfhip then pro¬ 
ceeded to juftify his former argument in two or three of the 
moft eflential poirits. He particularly contended that Ruflia 
had been forced into the twolaft wars with the Ottoman Porte. 
He faid, he would fumtnarily ftate an anecdote, which, if 
the noble Lord, (the Marquis of Lanfdown) had not left the 
Houfe, he had no doubt he knew well enough to have de¬ 
tailed, that would prove it. Monf.de Choifeul, when Mi¬ 
ll iJler of France, fent a letter to Monf. de Vergennes, when 
Ambafliidor at Conftantinople, to urge himto provoke the 
Turks to declare war againft Ruflia. Monf. de Vergennes 
return d a letter, lemon ftrating on the injuftice of fuch a 
nieafure. Vonf. de Choifeul replied that it was the duty of 
Monf. de Vergennes to a&and not toadvife; and not receiv¬ 
ing a reply fo foon as his impatience evpe&ed, he fent a mef- 
fenger with letters of re cal to Monfnuv de Vergennes. It 
happened that the two uiellengui* cnjfud each other on the 
ro >d- The letters of recal were deli\eied at Conftailtinople, 
and about the time they arrived, Monf. de Vergennes* dif- 

patch 
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patch reached Monf. de ChoifeuJ, and informed him that his 
inftru&ions were effectually complied witfi, the Porte hav¬ 
ing declared war again It Ruflia. On Monf. dc Vergenne’s 
arrival in Paris, the Duke de Choileul received him in the 
handfomeft manner, told him he had been in the wrong, and 
as he could not return to Confrantinoplc after his recall, he 
had only to a Ik for the next vacancy of an embaffy that fhould 
become vacant, and he fhould have it. In that way Mon- 
fieur de Vcrgennes, his Lordfhip faid, obtained the embaffy 
to Sweden. 

Lord Loughborough in a long and able fpeech contended for Lord 
the motion. His Lordfhip laid, he was extremely happy Loughb*- 
that the queftion brought forward that day, had been dif- rou ^ * 
cuffed in the manner which noble Lord; (eemed to have taken 
up; hecaufe it was following to a greater a.; tent, which he 
remembered and admired very much, ’he dilcuPion of great 
con hi tut ion al queilions than that which h'u ps-vailed in mo¬ 
dern debates which were fo ftruftly confine 1 tu o’A.r that it 
was itnpoffible to introduce, without orfVndi.ig, auy thing, 
however applicable, that did not immediately correfpond 
with the woids of the morion. His l ordfhip conferred he 
was no fuch friend to order; on the contra: y, he preferred 
the mode which had been followed that dav. by the free, am¬ 
ple, and -manly way in which the debate had been taken up 
and carried on. In lome lefpefis, he owned, the dr bate 
might be reckoned intemperate anddifoni ,i’\ ; but Hill, if 
it wue allowed, that difculiion, in a fair and proper way, 
could bring convidlion, ce«tainly it was to h a ilind for and 
encouraged, rather than prevented. Profccut’.ag this idea, 
his Lordlhip faid, he might lie led to a girater trel’pafs on 
their Lordfl.ips* patience than he otherw.lb would have 
thought neceffiry ; and he tr.ulted Minifters wouiu be fo far 
of the fame opinion, as to come forward with more argu¬ 
ment and found reafoning than they had done of iate, and 
give up that flyle of faying, that this or that meafuieis ex¬ 
pedient; you mull have confidence in us to hclieve fo; we 
have nothing farther to communicate to the Public ; and if 
we had, it would be improper to mention any thing of it: a 
fpecies of ftate fecrecy which, however much it might be in 
fafliion, he never could he reconciled to; and for this caufe 
it was that he approved fo much of fhe turn which the deb *te 
had taken that day, efpecially upon a motion calling for in¬ 
formation of the moft material confequcncc, which, he hoped, 
it would be the means of obtaining; thinking, at the fame 
time, that no more was afked than the country had a good ti¬ 
tle to call for. 

The motion of his noble friend, his LBrdfhip faid, had 
Called for fomething like a Gazette, fomething authentic, 

Yol. XXX. Bb the 
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the reality and tyruth of which the country could depend 
upon; and heheg^ed leave to aik noble Lords if this was an 
unreafonable or improper demand? Certainly not, in any 
circumftance that involved this country or its territories 
abroad, in a war, and particularly a. war which would ulti¬ 
mately concern this country, as he fhould afterwards have , 
occalion to ftate more at large, becaufe hitherto a war in In¬ 
dia never occafioned new burthens upon the people of Eng¬ 
land, nor were they fuppofed liable for the debts incurred in 
conference of war in that quarter. Now what, alked his 
Lordmip, was the information which had been given ? A let¬ 
ter in the newfpaper from one officer, who commanded a 
party very gallantly, on an expedition which was not of long 
duration, though it encountered many hardihips, to another 
Who was a private friend of that officer. Again he would* 
afk if this was any account of a campaign ? Was it any ac¬ 
count of what had been done, or was likely to be done, or 
what was the then ftate of the .var in India: or admitting 
that it was a full account, was it functioned by any authority ? 
certainly not; it was not even announced in the newfpaper* 
that this letter came from any public office. How would 
the opinions of mankind be regulated by this fort of informa¬ 
tion ? What would they think of our iituation in India, ei¬ 
ther immediately or looking profpe&ively ? And how would 
our proceedings at home effect the fyftem of alliances and 
fchemes of partition in India, which we had lieen endeavour¬ 
ing to fupport and carry on at fo much hazard and expence? 
Were we fure that the Nizam would adhere to our fyftem of 
partition ? Could we depend that the Mahrattas would ? Or 
rather, he fhould alk, were we certain that a partition of a 
very different nature, and not in any way favourable to the 
interefts of this country, would not take place ? In fhort, he 
confidered the war in India to be an unjuft, inexpedient, and 
dangerous war for this country, and a war not provoked by 
any exifting circumftances there, originating entirely at 
home, from pernicious, ill advifed Councils, and proceeding 
upon views that could not be defended on policy, fafety, or 
reafon. 

This led his Lordfhip to ftate, what, he faid, of all other 
confiderations, made this war mod worthy of particular at¬ 
tention from their Lordfhips and the country; and that was 
the effeft of it. All other wars in India, however great the 
expence of them might he, had never been confidered as war 1 
that this country ought to provide for the confequences and 
expences of them; on the contrary, that burthen had alwayg 
fallen upon the Company, and the territorial pofleffions there 
But very different was the prefent war; the Parliament ha; 
fenftioned it, and the country was liable for the expences of 
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it; and this, he believed, he need only (late to their Lord- 
ih ips, to convince them how much it was their duty, and 
Heir right, to have the fulleft and moil perfect information 
that Miniflers could give upon fo important and interefiing a 
rfubjeCt as the war in India; the Hate of which, or the lateft 
accounts that had arrived in this country, to thofe who, 
from their official filiations, fuch difpntches mull come, their 
Lordfhips, and the country, knew nothing about, except from 
newlpapers, which they mull he guided by, until what they 
contained were contradicted; fora newfp.aper was the trumpet 
of fame, containing what was good and had, f.tlfe and true, a 
mixture of authentic informations and vague reports. His 
Lord/hip proceeded to notice every topic that had been intro¬ 
duced in the debate. Hefaid, he had I’een the difficulty of an 
Indian war, and he well knew, that all Indian wars were wail¬ 
ful of »he public blood and treasure. Even thofe in which 
w f e had been victorious, and a degree of national glory had 
been acquired, had left behind tlu-m a weight of expeiice and 
a heavy debt, which had Horne down our affairs in India ever 
fince. We had found a large debt incurred at the end of the 
laft war, and a mod abfurd me.ifure had been adopted respect¬ 
ing it, viz. the transferring of the debt home to England, by 
which means our credit would probably be difgraced and 
wounded. The prefent war had lueit commenced, as was welt 
known, with our Tteafury in Bengal completely exhanlted, 
fo that the war was obliged to be begun on credit, and money 
had been borrowed at 12 per cent, intereft, and bur little hail 
been raifed even at that extravagant rate. At prefent the war 
coll 500,000!. a month, and as the B**ngal army was to be 
led hy Lord Cornwallis to join the at my under General Me- 
dows, the expence would he increalt-d, perhaps ik uhled ; and 
how was it poffible tor Os to fupport a war at the immoderate 
expence of fix millions a year r The fooner therefore that 
orders were lent out to India to put a Hop to it the better.— 
Let their Lordfhips recoiled the diHance and the time it would 
take before their resolutions could have effc-Ct. His Lordlhip 
laid, thofe who fpokc of Tippoo Saib as an ufurper, and 
treated him with contempt, aCled very unwifely; his father 
and he were the moA powerful Pt inces that India had long 
known, and the manner in which his troops had behaved irt 
the attack with Colonel Floyd, proved at once their gallantry 
and their difcipHne. His Lordlhip went tiirough the detail 
of tlfe circuuvilances Hated by the Lord Chancellor, as the 
caufes of the war, and placed them in a different point of 
view ; he maintained that by purfuing Tippoo, and conquer¬ 
ing all before us, we had abandoned our former frontier, and 
had now no frontier at all. In the conclufion of hisfpeech, 
his Lordlhip held ftrong language in his cenfureof Mm diets. 

B b 2 Lord 
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Lord Lord Grenville faid, when he had fpoken before, he had j 
Grenville, not imagined lie fhould have had occafion to trouble their J 
Lordfhips again, not being aware that fo many fubje&s 
would have been introduced that bore no immediate relation • 
to the motion ; and to fay nothing in reply to which, might* 
be interpreted into an acquiefcence in their being founded 3 
whereas thofe who urged them, well knew to the contrary. 

It was an extremely hard and unpleafant Situation for thofe, 
lie laid, who, i cm a fenfe of the duty they owed their So¬ 
vereign and t 'v. Public, whole affairs were in fome degree 
committed to tVir :k 1 mi*, nitration, were obliged to d*-ny 
tbemfolv*s the. adv ml-ge of that anfwer which they had it 
in their ikv-i to give, or if they abandoned the referre, 
which they n.id. to, h«ch reafons as he had afiigned, pre- 
feribed to rhi-niKd* os heu'a*, thepuHir intei-fl. Diftrefling 
as the alternative wa . )v wever, .*aving thought it his 
houndenduty to contini o ih'nt upon a fubject on which he 
knew he could not epe • his lips, without drawing down fome 
milchicf on the I'uMn 1 , he w.is, ,kt«*rmiiif:d to purfue inviolably 
that luit* of conduct which lie. haJ adopted, and irk fome as it 
m'uit le to bit: 1 ehi»g a to h> ar tiie mofl unjufl motives im¬ 
puted to him «nu hi? Vilt agues, without the final left foun¬ 
dation of fail. U ’ crfevvie in t!*ar uh-nte, which no high^ 
wo v that noble could ufe, liv-uld provoke him to 

depart: fion,; .<nd t.i-'* fire lie threw hn.Vlf with confidence 
on their 1 , r»:d , ». honour and juftice; and he did fo, with 
the Preut'-f aiTuu..cc Miat he nvgbt do fo with fa^ety, from 
the . ’coUtdlion d-.i their Lorditn.s had approved of his 
having done fo on a former occ.ifion, and been pleafed to 
nu .k thai approbation by an exprefs vote of the Houfc. If, 
however, their 1 •«. iihips faw any reafon to alter their opi¬ 
nion, let the conlhquence be what it might to His Majefty’s 
fervanrs, the Louie could not toofoon retraft its error, and 
adopt a diffcrci r line of rondu£l. On the contrary, if, upon 
a car.,.:d examination of the circutnftances, they found, as 
he truitud they would find, that nothing had happened to in¬ 
duce them ;c change their opinion, he fhould again throw 
himfetfan their Lordihips’ honour and juilice. 

With reg-.ru to the afleition, that the war was the war of 
His Majeily s ‘^inifrers, his Lordfhip faid he had, on a for¬ 
mer occafion, proved, that in coniequence of a fudden re- 
vole.ion of circumftancss in India, (which His Maj^ly’s 
Miuiflers could not even know, much lefs a£1 upon) we 
had been forced into a war; it was therefore morally im- 
poflible that the war fliould have been a war of M millers.— 
*lhe war being engaged in, and having the higheft opinion 
*ef the expcii?i»cr, ability, and zeal of the officers entrufted 
with the command of our army in India, and with the gal¬ 
lant 
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lant fpirit and bravery of the troops under their command, 
he repeated to their LorcUhips, that he Hill entertained the 
Hrongelt hopes of our fuccefs. He deilred, however, not 
to be con fide red as undervaluing the enemy, or entertaining 
any thing like contempt for Tippoo Sultan. He had ever 
heard .him defcribed as the molt powerful of the India Princes, 
and well knew that he had a numerous and well-difciplined 
army, and that his refources were iinmenfe. But the war 
had not been a war of choice; it was not a war lightly un¬ 
dertaken ; it was, in fa&, a war into which we had been 
driven by ftrong neceliity. He cblerved, that it had been 
Hated by a genricinan of great military experience, in another 
place, tha» the Travancore country was the key to the Car¬ 
natic, and that it ought to be as ibenuoudy defended as the 
gates of Madras. His Lordfhip Hated what the utmofl ex¬ 
tent of Coknul-Floyd’s check would be, declaring, that it 
would only occuliou the delay of our moll important meafure 
from November 17;;o, to April lafl. His Lordfhip con¬ 
cluded with alking, to 'vhat purpofe it was to bring forward 
motions, and agirate quellions, the only effect of which 
could be, to deprel's the public mind, and infpire diflruH of 
the probable fuccefs of our arms, which circumHances did 
not warrant ? 

The queHion was put, and the motion negatived without 
a divifion. 

Lord Porchejicr then faid, he bad papers to move for, to Lord 
the production of which, having been.already agreed to ii Porclitfter 
another Houfe, bethought there could be no ohjc&ion- Hu 
then moved, That there be laid before the Houfe, a copy 
ee of the minutes of the Governor General and Council of 
€( Fort William, dated November 5, 1790, fignifying his 

intention to proceed to rheCVvH, in order to take upon 
<e himfclf the conduit of the Ordered. 

Lord PorcheHer again noi, “ That there be laid be- 
“ fore the Houfe, .1 copy < . .= iv minuses fent out by the 
“ Board of Con'ml. or riv''''urr of Directors, approving 
“ of Lord Cornwallis’s proceeding to 'beCoafl.” 

Lord Grenvil'e <'Hefted to this motion, and it was ne¬ 
gatived. 

The Houfe adjourned. 

Me*.('ay, 16 lb Atay. 

The order of the day b».ing read for the Houfe to take 
into consideration the n.».e < of the Committee, appointed 
to fearch for precedent'; relative to the trial of Warren 
HaHings, Efq., 

Lord Porchejier faid, he did not then mean to trouble their Lord 
LorcUhips at any length the fubject; he only meant to Porthsftsr 

make 
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fhake a motion which might bring the merits of the queflioti 
Lirly and fully under diicuflion. Hr had, his Lordlhip faid, 
read the minted report, and had formed a very clear opinion 
upon the fubjecl, but that opinion he referred, till he JhouUt 
have an opportunity of heating the fentimcnts of noble and 
learned Lord'. His Lordlhip then moved, 

** That a meflage he lent to the Commons, to inform 
“ them that they (the Lords) were r?ady to proceed on the 
* f tria> of Warren Mailings, Efq.” 

Jjerri 1 he Lord i'.bar:celkr having Itfr the woolfack, faid, he 
Cfhaaccl- could not poihbly think that the irntion made hv the noble 
Lord, was either the proper or regular mode of proceeding 
at this lime. All their Lordihips, he obferved, would at 
leall agree with him, that the laying down a rule, by which 
not only the fate and fortune, hut the liberty and lives, of 
their Lordihips, were in future to hgdetermined, was a tub* 
je£l of very important conliJeirition. The report, his 
jLordihip thought, ought to have been referred *o a Com¬ 
mittee of Privileges; that would have been moft agreeable 
to the rules and practice of the Houfe, with regard to im¬ 
peachments, and when the f.dijeft fliDuld have been oon- 
fidcred by the Committee, his Lordlhip.faid, it might then 
be reported to th4 Houle, who would have an opportunity of 
reviewing and ultimately deciding upon it. 

Their Lordihips had bi.en defin'd to fend a meflage to th3 
Commons, Hating that they were ready to proceed on the 
trial of Warren Mailings, kfq. After they had fearelied lor 
precedents, that day had been appointed to take the repoit 
into conlideration, whether the impeachment abated or not 
by the dillolution of Pailiamenl ? and therefore that qneilion 
ought to he confidcrfcd blore the other could poffihly occur. 
After they had determined that, the impeachment did not 
abate, but remained in Jiatu quo, then it might he very pro¬ 
per to confulcr whether a m« llage. Inch as h d been moved 
for, ought to Vie fent to the Commons, to inform them that 
their Lordihips were ready to proceed in the trial. Three 
queflions, his Lordlhip laid, immediately occurred, which 
be Ihould have conceived to he very proper to. be referred to 
the Committee of Privileges, and afterwards to the Houfe.. 
The fir!l f thefe queilions was, whether an impeachment, 
brought up and proceed.i on in the Jail Parliament, was 
now tn any degree depending, adlv, That if t ! *e impeach¬ 
ment were depending was it depending \w ftatu quo ? jdly', 
JBy what proofs, or by what form of proceeding, that man 
Was to be called on, who', if he under flood the queilion right- 
lv, was now neither a prisoner, nor under had ; and whether, 
in cafe that man did not appear, they Could fue his recogni¬ 
sance f 


Thefe 
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Thefe three queftions, his Lordlhip faid, appeared to him 
to be exceedingly important in the prefent inquiry, and a s 
the general proportion involved the fate and fortunes of man- 
kind at large, it was of much more importance than what 
became of the general ftabjelL 

H is Lordlhip thought, if the printed report was fairly ex¬ 
tracted and hiftoricaily deduced, it would amount almoit to a 
demon ft rat ion that there had never been i'uch a proceeding as a 
continuance of an impeachment after a diflolution. It hap¬ 
pened unfortunately, his Lordlhip obft-rved, that the report 
had not been printed before the holidays, as they might have 
been better prepared for the difcuflion oV tin* i object, had their 
Lordfhips been able to have peruled the report eailier. The 
report, his Lordlhip laid, was impelled: ; and for bis part he 
had no knowledge on the fubjeCt, except what be derived 
from the report. He thought it wareflTntiat tli.it fomo ether 
things fhou Id have been included unVr the fu ft head; as, 
for inflance, whether they lent a imdftige to the Commons fob- 
fequent to the prorogation or dillu! man, and whether tit* 
Houfe of Commons lent any ireiTige, or fet on foot ,.ny mea- 
fure in confequence. 'Hie re was alio another cl ifs of crimi¬ 
nal profecutions which his Lotdllup conceived uii^bt pofthly 
be connedled with this. With regard to writs ri error, the. 
report. Ins Lordfhip obferved, war ltd! more d* fnilive, The 
Committee had listed merely what .ippea»vJ to them on rc-.coid, 
and had Hated that only ; it would h<t\ubeen material to have 
confidered whether it was Hue that a writ ol error abated 
upon a prorogation, as was determined in the year 167J.—-- 
He meant not this by way of reproach, for undoubtedly, the 
diligence of the noble Lords had done a great deal; indeed, 
lie wondered it had done fo much. 1 he report h ■> • ever con¬ 
tained many defects. 

His Lordlhip thought this was too near a Wu r nf der¬ 
ing a fubjeft of fo much importance, and he w.«s a' id ihtjr 
Lordftups could not do that juft ice to tin- <ubp*ft which they 
meant. It was to be conlidered in the wn. in v. hich it ought 
to be: if they were to follow the path of 'heir ancellors, 
which appeared to him to be right, he fhould wiih them to re¬ 
fer the iuhjeiSl to a Committee, and that a Cc.nm'rrcc fhould 
come to certain resolutions. The great objtaSl •>[ their Lord* 
ftjips in this decifion ought to he, to put it out of the power 
of a Minifter at a future day, to turn the decifom any way 
he pleafed, as it might fuit his own convenience. He thmiglny* 
therefore, it ought to be fettled with the mm oft gravity and 
iolemnity. What might become of it afterwards the Lord 
only knows. Perhaps he might he accufed of a pedantic ad¬ 
herence to precedents. His Lordlhip faid, he alluded to cafes 
then before the Houle. He had formed in his mind the our- 

liHea 
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lines of the method which he conceived would be moil proper 
to purfue on this fubjedl; and if the motion of the noble 
Lord was difpofed of, he fhould, his Lordihip faid, feel a 


flrong inclination that they ihould adopt the method which he 
had fuggefted. 

Lord Lord Abingdon faid, he did not rife, as their Lordihips 
Abingdon fuppofe, an advocate for Mr. Haftings, nor did he rife 

as an advocate againft him. The iituation in which he flood, 
in common with the reft of their Lordihips, as one of the 
Judges before whom that caufe was, precluded and forbade 
him, whatever other noble Lords might think, from taking or 
afluming tohimfelf any fuch character. But he rofe, although • 
not an advocate on either fide, to trouble their Lordfliips 


with a few words on both tides ; not however with a double 
fee in his hand, as fome advocates have done, but without 


any fee at alt, as no advocate is willing to do; and this too 
not in point of argument, not to difeufs the weight and ba¬ 
lance of precedents, which were upon their Lordfliips’ table, 
as the means of forming his judgement upon the queflion that 
was to be refolved, but timply and merely to exprefs thofe 
feelings by which his mind had been a fleeted upon the occa- 
fion. 


And here, in doing this, his Lordihip find, it was neceflary 
for him to recur to that time when the impeachment began; 
to its origin, when like other individuals he was led to look at 
it in the lump, not with the invefligation through all its de¬ 
tachment of articles, not on the ground of iis evidence, nor 
in other refpe&s in the minutiae of detail, hut on its political 
hinges and bearings, m its reafons, in its motives, in itscaufes, 
and in its effe£ls. That this was his view of it in the firft in- 


ilance, and with that view, whilfl he faw, on the one hand, a 
man who hv his enterprize and exertions had, as it was faid, 
preferved a great country to the Biitifh empire, whether by- 
right means or wrong he did not then inquire, but right he 
fuppofed them, firft from the event irL-lf, and nexi from the 
circumilauce of rhofe who were rnoflly interefted in that 
event (he meant his employers, the Eaft-fndia Company) hav¬ 
ing una voce approved his conduct, his Lordihip faid, he faw 
this man mads the object of an impeachment. On the other 
hand, he faw a man himfelf arcufed of having at the fame pe¬ 
riod, and, as it was faid, by worfe means than thofe of a 
want of enterprize and exertion, loft a great country to the 
Britiili empire, coalescing with his accuftrs, his hitter ene¬ 
mies, in becoming an nccufer of the mail in whom, if there 
was guilt, he, this accufer, was himfelf a particeps c'hnhth by- 
continuing him in the ilation in which he was, when, having 
the power, he might, and ought to have removed him; lie faid, 
lie faw this man not made the objedt of impeachment. 


The 



this view of the fubje£l was, that this impeachmentWas a' 
proceeding not founded in national juftice, nor hsid it national 
honour either forits principle or its ohje£t; hut that, like the 

) witches cauldron in Macbeth, it was compofed and made up of 
ingredients to raife a flame in the country, not of juftice, nojt 
of policy, not of wifdom, but a flame lighted up by the fpi— 
rit of. a jarring fa&ion, concodted by the inoft noxious juices, 
created by the moil heterogeneous mixtures, blown up by the 
breath of malice, fed by revenge, and kept alive by the fuel of 
animoflty and invedtive. This was his inference. 

[Lord Stanhope here requefted, that the noble Lord would 
confine himfelf to the queftion before the Houfe; not one 
word of what he had faid appearing to have the leaft relation 
to it.] * 

Lord Abingdon faid their Lordfhips would fee whether what 
he had faid was to the queftion, when they heard how he ap¬ 
plied it; and proceeded. The next view he had of thebu- 
finvfs, his Lordfhip faid, was the impeachment at their Lord- 
fliips’ bar. And here he law, and it was with pleafure he faw 


it, Mr. Haftmgs, like himfelf, triumphing and exulting in his 
iituation ; he faw him, like Hercules and the Hydra, fur- 
rounded and befet by a many-headed monflier, called a Com¬ 
mittee of impeachment, with fire in their eyes, and forked 
tongues in their mouths, blafting him with the lightning of 
'their looks, and pouring into the inmoft receflesof his heart 
the chilling poifbn of their envenomed words; whilft he, with 
the uplifted club of confcious innocence, as it would feem. 


in his hand, fat calm and undifturbed, and yet panting, as it 
were, for tire coming of that-hour of his defence, when to his 
nflfailants it might prove the hour of deatli and annihilation, 
but to him. that of vi&ory with accumulated honour. 

This, his Lordfhip faid, he faw; but hefides this he heard 
from one of the Counfel in pleading his caufe, with a tor¬ 
rent of manly eloquence, and in a but ft of language and of 
7.eal which convi&ion only could have inlpired, an appeal to 
God as the witnefs of his client's innocence, and calling down 
the vengeance of Heaven on the heads of his accufers as their 
merited puniihment for the faility of the charges alledged 
• again-ft him. 

ilut what did he now fee, aud what did ha now ljear? He 


faw, he faid, this very Mr, Haftings, not what he was, un¬ 
like himfelf, not as before panting tor his defence, no longer 
triumphing and exulting in his fituation, no more like Her¬ 
cules with his uplifted club, hut like Hercules indeed fubdued, 
and with a diftafF in his hand; this was what he faw, art! 


♦his was what he heard, and heard too often from Mr. Haf- 
tings himfelf: for. faid he, my Lords, his laft addrpfs to your 
Vo*. XXX. C? Lord? 



pesstarity of fphrltwhk&'OW^I"hit ptfevieitcdttd&aclmplied, 
or hi* cnrarXChhr would have led one to look for. 

But this was not all. A diftolution of Parliament takes 
*place, and this diftolution is to be made ole of as an extin- ' 
guiiher to this* impeachment. Be it fo then, faid his Lord- 
Ihip, bat his fenfe of the matter woald be this: that inftead 
of Mr. Haftings’s appearing as he was wont to do, and as it 
was hoped he would do, like the pure flame of the candte, 
his conduct, like the fnufF of the candle which the extin¬ 
guisher leaves behind it when the light is put out, and the 
flame exifts no more, would be perhaps as black and as offen¬ 
sive to himfelf, as it would be to the reft of the world. 

Thefe were his feelings, his Loidfhip faid, and he fhould 
bejglad to have them removed: but if this could not be, let 
others feci for tliemielves. It may be faul indeed, that this 
was a trial not only without example as to its duration hither¬ 
to, but in its continuance a periecution without end: to 
which it may be nnfwered, that tbr dm at ion is now propofed 
to be fixed, and the time to be limited, and yet the effect of 
adifTolution is pteferred to this. 

And now, faid his Lordfhip, a fingle woid to the impeach¬ 
ment itfelf. Whether a diftolution of Parliament abates an 
impeachment or not he knew not, nor had he Audicd to 
know. It was a queftion upon which not only Dodlors but 
the two Houfes of Parliament difagreed, and therefore with¬ 
out fa) i*g <c A pox on both your Houfes,” he would fay, 
who fhall decide the point? But this he did know, that whe- 
thei a diftolution abated an impeachment or not, theie were 
two ftrong rcafons why it fhould, and there was one fldl 
Stronger leafon than both the others why it fhould not. 
The firft ftrong teafon was, that the parties rhemfelves are 
content to have it fo : and the maxim of law is, “ confenfus 
“ tollit err on m the next ftrong realon is, that it would he 
removing a heavy yoke that has long been impofud on their 
Lordfliips* necks, making the enfe of the noble Lord on the 
woolfack, the cafe of all their Lord (hips, and bunging to 
his mind that noble Lord's emphatic words upon this occa¬ 
sion, who, upon being afked ionic queftion refpeding the 
trial, faid, as he had been told, “ It is not Haftings’s trial, 

“ it is my trial,” as it certainly is fo far as the patience of 
the Houfe has been, and would be again affedled by it. hut 
the one dill ftronger reafon than both thefe againft the abate¬ 
ment was this, if the legiflature in its wifdom has thought it 
right to ena&, as was done in the a& of fettlement, “ That 
“ a pardon is not pleadable in bar of an impeachment,’' does 
not an abatement of an impeachment by a diftolution of Par- - 
1 iament reft upon the fame ground of reafoniqg on which this 
J ‘ claufe 




claufe was enabled, naraiely, the potter of diflkfut%ri being 
in the handkof the Cfown, that it might defeat the whojf 

“ ufe and effects of impeachments, and deflroy the chief in- 
(( ilitution by which Government is to be preferred but 
this was a quefttan which he Ifiould riot argue, leaving it to be 
determined "by the better judgements of their Lordibips, as , 
he ftiould be by the general fenfe of the Houfe in the vote 
that he ftiould give. 

Lord Porchefter faid, the Houfe bad ordered a Committee , Lord 
to fearch for precedents, who bad delivered in a report: that Poichefter 
day had been appointed to take into confederation that report* 

He was, his Lordlhip faid, of opinion that the impeachment 
did not abate, and he thought the motion he had made would 
bring before the Houfe the queition, whether it did or did 
not abate. It was, in his Lordlhip’s opinion, the proper way 
to confuler the queftion in a full Houle; hut if any noble 
Lord thought it would be better to argue it in a Committee, 
he might vote for fo doing. 

Lord Mulgrave allowed that the rights of the people t>f Lord ' 
this country, as to queftions of property, depended merely Mulgrave 
on precedent; he conceived however that the proceedings of 
that Houfe were not to he guided fo much by precedents as by 
their own diferetion. Precedents, his Lordlhip thought, 
ought certainly to be followed where they were right, aifd 
were to be avoided where our anccftors had been guilty of 
error. There was a wide difference, he faid, between the 
Courts below and that Houfe, with regard to the authority 
of precedents. The bufinefs of the Houfe of Lords, as a 
Court of juftienture, was to try great and important caufes; 
caufes that were too impottant for the inferior Courts, and 
where the perfons concerned were of great weight, and 
Were beyond thS grafp of the ordinary Courts of Juftice; 
fuch had been accounted the proper ful>je£l$ of impeachment 
by the Houfe of Commons. The Courts below ftiould be 
confined ftridtly to pofitive rules of law; but how did that 
apply to that Court; which was formed for great and extra¬ 
ordinary occdfions ? They could not, his Lordlhip conceived, 
be tied down by foch rules. What had been done in former 
times was the heft clue to guide them in their inquiries, but 
theii Lord (hips muft above all ufe their reafon in every cafe 
that came before them. If there was a power lodged any 
where to defeat the Lords and Commons at the time they 
were coining to their conclulion; there iriuft be an end to 
the powers of the Commons to impeach, and of the Lords 
to decide. IF their Lordfliips were to go back to the hiflory 
of -their country, they would find many things which'were „ 
fight to be done at the tints they were done, but which would 
be highly improper at the prefent period. 

C c a The 
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S The noble Lferd next proceeded to tt»e confederation of 

precedeifh, and from thejfrhble, drew this inference, viz. that 
gn impeachment did not abate at the diflolutton of a Parlia¬ 
ment, but continued from Parliament to Parliament. r i he 
power of pardoning offenders was, his Lordfhip laid, wifely 
confei red cn the King, but in the cafe of impenchment, it 
washs wifely taken away. It the diflolutionof a Parliamei t 
abated an impeachment, it would, Ins Lordfhip obferved, be 
in the powei of the King at any time to annihilate all the r 
proceedings. 

His Lordfhip concluded, by approving of the motion as 
the mofl likely and fuitable way to come to the fairefl and 
fpecdiefl. teimmation of that impeichtnent, which gave rde 
to the qucitirn which their Lnrdf ips were now difeufling. 

Fa 1 of 'lheL.uJoi Rabm txpn.il d 1 ilrong fenfe of the evils 
Radnor, (T n f , TlU {> t u >t tro n 1 i\mg it a” t’t ple-fure of the Crown 
> to put an end to in mi] <1 h nr it, which muff be the conle- 
quente of dui hng tbit imp iclimr rts ahited on a diifolution 
« f Pax bant nr. But he wis io r c*it in that Mr. Hailing&’s 
I.»1 weie by their hond of tecogn /ance bound for his appear¬ 
ance, and therefore he wilhed the clerk to re id the journals 
of the Houfe relative to the had and rec igm/ance entered in¬ 
to by the fureties for Wairen flattings, E(q which being 
lead, his Lordflnp flill entertained doubts and wifhed that 
point to be fettled befoie the Houfe proceeded farthei, as he 
thought it would bt an lukwatd fituat on were their Lord- 
fhips to pifs the motion made by the noble Baron, and after- 
wuds go to WtilmmAci Hall to proceed on the trial, and 
iiml no Warien Haflmgs at their bar, and yet, his Lordflnp 
f nd, Ik wis not lure but fuch a cncumflince might happen, 
not knowing whit authonty there was to prevent it, or by 
wlnt means he could be again taken into cuflody He there¬ 
in! u ronnt to offer a motion , but as be believed, in point of 
oidcr, he muft make it as an addition to that now before the 
] foufe, he would move to leive out all the words in the ori¬ 
ginal motion after the word “ that,’* and to infeit in their 
pheethefe, “ it be referred to the twelve Judges as a queflion, 
“ to exam ne the hond of recognizance entered into hv the 
** fu reties for Warren Ha flings, Efq and to report ff> tho 
41 Houfe on Wednefdiy next their opinions on the fame.” 

I uu) Lord Lougborwgh pointed out the impropriety of life noble 
l.oui,li- Lord’s, motion, btemie it wis unpoffible, conflmnt with law, 
Uoroj^h. tint the Judges could give an opinion upon a queflion refer¬ 
red to them by that Houfe, which might afterwards come 
before them in their judicial capacity in an inferior Court. 

I ord Lord H wkrjbury laid, he did not m*»an to give his own 
flVawktf- opinion upon the bufinefs of the impeachment, but rather 
tarjr. approved of more deliberation, as thjre were certainly many 

queftjons 
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that ought to ho 4ttBw3 before theft? LowMhips 
w , -ce to fo decifive a votes as that propofed by'tbe noble 
Baron. The noble Earl who had made the lail motion, he 
conceived, had done it with a view of getting free of the 
other; but he thought the fhorteft way would have been to 
move the previous queflion, His Lordihip then proceeded to 
obferve, that in every Court there were rules of proceedings, 
and when they became the law of the Court, they in fa£t be¬ 
came a part of the law of the land. His Lordfhip appre¬ 
hended it was of the utmoil importance to preferve in their 
necifion as much uniformity as poflible. Several queflions 
had been propofed by noble Lords, but the firft queflion 
which, he fuhmitted it, ought firft to be confidered was, 
whether their LcrdfhipS could and would proceed. A 
queflion had been moved, whether Mr. Haflings was now in 
ctiftody or not ? It was a queilion for them to confider whe¬ 
ther they would proceed or not ? If their Lordfhips decided 
on the affirmative, they would next have to confider, if, 
when they weut down to Weftminfter Hall, they did not 
find Mr. Haflings there, what was the mod proper method of 
taking him into cuflody. But the firft queflion, and upon 
which all the reft depended, was, whether the impeachment 
remained in Jiatu quo. His Lordfhip rook this to be a 
queflion of the greateil magnitude, and therefore he faid he 
wiflied to have moved the previous queflion. He was, his 4 
Lordfhip declared, then fufRcieiuly ready to enter into a dif- 
cuffion of the queilion. 

The Marquis of Lanfdowne faid, this important queflion Marquv 
Was opened with great candour by the noble Baron. He of Lanf- 
had Bated that he had a clear opinion on the lubjetfl, but downe. 
that before lie delivered that opinion, he wifhed to hear that 


queflions 
could act 


of noble and learned Lords. The motion certainly gave 
them an opportunity of confidering the queflion, though 
perhaps not in quite fo dire£t a way as was confident with 
the dignity of the Houfe. The noble Lord on the woolfack 
had advifed their going into a Committee, and it was cer¬ 
tainly very material to go into a Committee, not only for the 
fake of obtaining freedom of debate, but alfo for the obvious 
and plain reafori that it gave them the opportunity of another 
and frefh confederation. 3he fubjeft, his Lordfhip faid, had 
been debated three days in the Commons, and their Lordfhips 
ought to give it a full and ferious confideration. Another 
queflion had been Bated by a noble Lord, namely, whether 
^he proceedings were in Jiatu quo? He was, the Marquis faid, 
ignorant of both thefe queflions. He confidered it as a 
great legal, and not at all as a political queflion; and God 
forbid, exclaimed b*s Lordfhip, that Miniflry ihould exert 
rtiinifteriaJ influence in it! If they took. any meafurea 

towards 
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'towards influence, they would di (honour and <3i(grace them- 
(elves. .He declared, he hid had no communication with 
any individual on the fubjecf, except two (hort conveifations 
with the noble Loid on the wooltack, in the ptde.ice of 
the Houle. Rvery in in in that Houle, his Lordflnp thought, 
ought to pay guut attention to Ugal authonties, but not be 
entirely guided by th**m, although they happened all to 
agree in one point. The Marquis concluded, with faying^, 
he thought then Lordthips were fuMv competent to form 4 
correct and accurate judgement. Let the queflion be takefl 
up on the giound of analogy, of precedent, or of geneial 
reafomng, it was, he conceivul, their Lordflups’ piovmce 
to fettle the pioper mode of pioceeding. 

Ldfti Lord Gtenvillc (aid, he felt «s Arongly as any of their 
9renvule. Lordflups, tfi it the queflion was totally unconnected with 
any iyflem of government, 01 with any individual who had 
a (hare, or who hopes to pofllfs a (hate m the executive go¬ 
vernment. Setting afide, therefore, all ideas of that foi t, he 
< (hould do what he had a right to do, and wh it he conceived 

to be his duty to do, he (hould deliver his opinion on the 
fubjeCt honeflly, and without prejudice or pattiahty of any 
foit. He fhould hue been, his Lordflup laid, for a diteiSt 
way of bringing on the qut-ftion, but if there was one way 
- *of confide ling the fubjcet fullv an I fully, and another of 
only obtaining a pat tin! v. w of the fuhpCl, he (hould prefer 
the firft mode of treating it. H.s Lmllhip thought the me¬ 
rits of the queflion would come to be dilcufled with as much 
propnety from the motion of tK noble Baron who had intro¬ 
duced the debate, as in any other way, but if any noble 
Lord entertained a dount on the fubj.Cl, it was his duty to 
come forward and Hate his doubts. He was, h*s Lordlhip 
fud, one of thofe who agreed with the noble Baron, m 
thinking that the impeach went was ft.11 depending, and that 
the motion mud appear pufi&ly pioper to all thofe who 
were of his opinion, He laid, he (hould not enter largely 
at piifent into the queflion, but he thought the motion of the 
noble Lord was in every itfptCl as well cdculatedto bring 
thequeflion as fairh, as fully, and as completely to a difcut- 
Aon, as any othi.r motion th>t co||ld poffibly be Hated. His 
Lordfhip taid, he faw no advantage whatever of going into a 
Committee, as it wr, evtiy p.ilon would have an opportu¬ 
nity of debating th^ ful ; et> (ullv and (rcelv. As a friend to 
the motion, he hoped it would pals. He did not at the fame 
time conHder that he was g’ving any opinion whatever on the 
prefent impeachment, or the objeiSt of it, that being a quef- 
tion not now before theit Lordflups 

Lord faid, if the noble Lord (Lord Hawefbury) 
moved the pres ious queflion, he svould fccond it. 

Lord 
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Lori Stormont alleged, tint jfti# original motion had been Lord*"S 
completely deftroyed, except the fhort word that, and the Stormont. 

' only thing to be confidered then, was. whether the word 
that fhould make part of the prefent quefhon. 

Lord Ilatvifjbuiy fud, he would not move the previous Lord 
queftion, becaule there was another quell ion before the Hawktf- 
Houfe. ' bury. 

1 he Lord Chancellor fpoke to a point of ouler He faid, Ld Chut* 
hr had already ii ned, tint he was doubtful wheth r this celloi. 

could he debited in a way that would be fatisfadtory 
to their Lord Hups’ minis. If thtv thcidud at once on the 
oi quill motion it would I>e impoflihle for thur Lordfhips 
afurwards to hv a lingle woul, if they entu tamed any 
d >ults Hu 1 ,d * j! »he repott with i greai dial of atten¬ 
tion, md it f tmed to him, lie (ud, to b- little(hort of dc- 
monfli ition, tint by the habits and pr. i'lte of tint Houfe, 
an unptacl inuit wa unjverfally u id rltood to abate at a dif- 
foliiMon Vvuhicqiid to the ahuk* that th**Clown would 
nuki of tint powti, that, his Lordflup ohferved, was not 
Jcu \e argument of probability. Hl wifhcd the queftion 
nvght be difcuflul with that gravity and that dignity which 
In cm the impc tance of the proceeding. His Loidfhip 
J ud, it the dilute went on, md it ha wua not too much 
t Jiuifhd, h fliould only Hate what appeared to lum to be 
tl.e ontlm ■« of tlie buhn fs. 

lit Muquisof LjjLnftcnrl laid, that he lud, in chfeharge Marquis 
tf hsduty, pivm lus cunflant ltltnd ince to tin tual; and of Town- 
1 e couU not help i lying, tint n tell of the haidflnp of thefl»«“d. 
cale, m the conMnumce of the tu 1, (and which, con- 
veitcl it tioni a jiohcution ikcc I\ty to the honour and 
juf^iCw of the country, into a proUcution of the individual), 
wi' to hf tti buted to themiJve*. If, in Head of two days 
in thi week, they had devoted to it foui, or even fix, they 
wi u'd nor 1» i\e given occafion foi the comp] lints which had 
he i julHy mice hy Mr. Ilifluio of dthy; nor peihaps 
woul i th y have lud around foi the pi i nt debite. But 
on the* qu< ft ion, that in impeach in nt did not abate by a 
dffolutioi, the* M mji is laid, his nimd w >s tally made up. 

He could mt concuve a me dmt of mote leve.e injnft’ce, 
th ii tint hy rny pofiible means, i tml once Ingun lliould 
net ht puifucd to its iigukii end of icquntal or condemna¬ 
tion. II was fitish d fiom the op nioiis of the mail able 
]ud;c , Horn the report on the table, and from pytiy argu¬ 
ment of analogy tint he could draw, that f ich was the law 
of Pni Lament md the puvilege of the ful>,«-eL 

Loid iuotmoni hoped the queftion would not \ c decided Vifcount 
without gutc and furious diicuflum, w id out the opinions Stormont. 

of 
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pn&uAt eminently qualified them,to inform the judgement 
of the Houfe) being fully delivered and maturely weighed. 
For this reaibn it was* his Lord (hip faid, that he rofe to 
fubmit to their Lord (hips the opinion which he had formed, 
and the reafons on which he had formed it. An opinion 
not entirely free from doubt, and dill fubjedt to iuch infor¬ 
mation as he might yet receive. 

Had the (Vream of prectdents flowed in one unifornj 
channel, or had there been no precedents at all, he (houKi 
havd been under no kind of difficulty. By the unbroken 
tenor of precedents he (hould have felt himfelf bound to 
abide as law, whatever had been his opi lion of what the 
law ought to lay down; and had there been no ptecedent 
he (hould have felt no difficulty in pronouncing, on general 
principles of reafoning, that an impeachment by the Com¬ 
mons ought not to abate by a diilolution of Parliament. 
If the Jaw were otherwise, the right of impeachment, 
which was the bell fccurity to the people againit the abufe 
of power, and the bed fecurity to the Ciown againft the 
abufe of conlidencc repofed in its Minifters, would be of 
little avail to any good purpofe, and might be made the 
milrument of the mod grievous oppreffion. Powerful 
guilt might be fnatched from punifhment, at the very 
moment when pimifliment leemed ready to fall upon its 
head: and an innocent man might be brought to trial, 
without the means of obtaining an acquittal, let his inno¬ 
cence he ever fo apparent, nay mote, his very defence might 
be made ule of to criminate him, hy (lopping one impeach¬ 
ment before judgement, and picfening another on the famq 
grounds. 

When he came to ipeA of the precedents, the noble Lord 
faid, he fpoke with great diffidence; but under the narrow 
view he had taken of them, they appealed to tie in favour of 
what he conceived the law ought to be. The refolution of 
1678, conOdcred in all its circumftances, he thought a 
drong proof of a general opinion among tW greateil and 
mod able men of the tune, that impeachments by the Com¬ 
mons did not abate by a diiToiution of Parliament. On 
general opinion that tins was the ancient law and practice of 
Parliament, that refolution mud have been founded. In 
fuppoit of this point, his Lordfliip commented at fome 
length on the opinion of the Judges, againd bringing the 
Lords impeached in the preceding Pailiainent to trial, before 
the meeting of a new Parliament; and the fpeech of the 
Lord Chancellor in His Majefty’s name, at the meeting of 
the new Parliament, fetting forth, that although the im- 
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peached Lords had petitioned to be brought to trie! 4 aHqg 
the intetval'of Parliament, “ His Majefty had thought it 
“ fitter to referve them to a more public and coftfpicuous 
“ trial in Parliament.” This refolution, his Lordfhip faid, 
acquired additional authority from its having been a£fced 
upon in the cafes of Lord Dauby and Lord Stafford. The 
refolution of 1685 did indeed appear to refeind the former; 
^J>ut when he confidered the circumftances under which that 
iNfolution had been palled, and, as had been well obferved, 
th^grofs fervility of the time, he could not allow it to be 
of much weight. 

His Lordfhip next reviewed the cafe of Lords Peterbo¬ 


rough and Saliibury in 1690, in which, he faid, there was 
fomething that he could not unravel, and which, he believed 
to have been intentionally perplexed. If they were dif- 
charged becaufe their cafe came under the general pardon, 
why refer to the diflblution and feveral prorogations of Par¬ 
liament ? And if they weie di(charged becaufe it was un- 
derftood by virtue of the refolution of 1685, that impeach¬ 
ments abated by a diflblution, why was a Committee ap¬ 
pointed to fearch for precedents? They weie uifeharged 
on a general queftion, without diftinguifhing whether the 
giound of their difeharge was the general pardon, or the 
diflblution. But from all the circumftances, there was rea- 


ion to believe, that the refolution of 2678 was not confi¬ 
dered as relcinded by that of 16S5. From thefe, and other 
cales, his Lordfhip faid, he inclined to think that the refo¬ 
lution of 1678 was, and Bill continued to be, the law and 


pradlice of Parliament. Whether there was or was not 
a diftin&ion between a prorogation and a diflblution of 
Parliament, he would not take upon him to decide; but of 
this he was cextain, that confiJering them in one point of 
view, there was a broad, clear, uuembanailed line to follow; 
viss. that all ltgillative proceedings left incomplete, fell to 
the ground by a prorogation, and juft fo by a diflblution; 
and that all judicial piocecdings remained in Jiatu quo after 
a prorogation, and juft fo after a diflblution. In every 
other point of view, his Lord Hi ip faid, he met with diffi¬ 
culty, doubt and embarraflment. It had been aflerted, that 
all Supreme Couits weie competent to eftablifh rules for 
their own proceedings; but this was only to be underftood 
as far as thofe rules were confident with the inftitution apd 
’purgpfeof the Courts, and the general piinciple of reafon. 

' and of equity. 

He had heard it fomewhere alledged, as a reafon agaiufk 
the continuance of an impeachment fiom Parliament to 
Parliament, that their Lordihips were not the fame Judges 
after a diflblution as before. This, his Lcrdfhip faid, would 
Vot. XXX, D d provo 



fffove a great deal too much. It would not §e contended 
that fuch'of their Lordfliips as had fat in the former Parlia¬ 
ment were not the fame Judges* If it was meant only that 
new Members were introduced among them, in a body con¬ 
fiding of fo large a number, there rouft, in the natural 
courfe of things, be frequent individual changes; and if it 
were to be contended that a judicial proceeding mull abate 
on that account, no fuch proceeding could continue wU T 
certainty through a fmgle fefiion. The Commons, it/was 
aIfo faid, were not the fame accufers. It was true, thdt the 
Houfe of Commons which preferred the impeachment, ex- 
ided no longer; but the very impeachment was preferred in 
‘ the name and on the behalf of all the Commons of England. 

They were the accufers, and it would not be faid, that be- 
' caufe their reprefentatives who a£led for them were diflolved, 
they were alfo diflolved and exifted no longer. His Lord- 
ihip noticed feveral other points, and concluded, with re¬ 
pealing, that his earned defire of hearing the quedion dif- 
cufled was his reafon for troubling their Lordfliips with his 
fgntiments upon it. 

Earl Earl Stanhope , after remarking on the mode in which the 
tushope. original quedion and the amendment mud be difpofed of, 
observed, that if an impeachment were to be dopped by a 
diflolution, that remedy which was given to the people 
agamft the abufe of power, for fuch the right of impeach¬ 
ment was, would be completely dedroyed. A Minider, 
his Lordfiiiplfaid, might at any time make ufe of the power 
which he had abufed to fereen himfeif, or any of his indru- 
ments, from public judice. In no opinion could he be 
clearer than that fuch ought not to be the law* The cafe 
of the Duke of Leeds, who was impeached in 1695, and 
the articles exhibited againd him difmifled in 1701, becaufe 
the Commons did not profecute, appeared to him decifive; 
becaufe the Lords having voted that the articles be difmifled, 

' “ the Commons not profecuting,” was an exprefs acknow¬ 
ledgement, that if the Commons had profecuted, the arti¬ 
cles could not have been difmifled. The amendment pro- 
pofed by a noble Lord, for confiilting the Judges on the date 
of the recognizances, was premature. Such a quedion could 
not come properly before them, till their Lordfliips had de¬ 
cided, whether the impeachment was X>r was not pending. 
His Lordihip laid, he wiflied, however, that the whole 
might be fully difeufled in the manner fuggefled by the 
learned Lord on the woolfack, and in order to do that, he 
ihould propofe to withdraw the amendment, vote the pre¬ 
vious quedion on the original motion, and then refolve into 
a Committee, and'debate the three points fuggeded by the 
Ifcarned Lord feverally. 

The 
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The Ls/W Chancellor faid, that although he had not had Ld. Chant 
me to arrange, the important matter of the volume of cellor. 
rqcedents in the hiftorical order, which be thought would 
have enabled him to prove to demonstration that no im¬ 
peachment had been ever conceived to exift after the dido* 
lution of the Parliament in which it was preferred, hie 
would deliver his fentiments jn the beft manner the con- 
l^deration lie had given it would admit* In the flrft place. 

Should obferve, that whether Mr. Haftings had depopu¬ 
late an extenfive country and Slarved its inhabitants and re-' 
dqced them to want of bread, or whether he had rendered 


our dominions in tlie eaft more populous and flourishing, 
was a queftion of no confideration in the prefcnt enquiry* 
The volume on the table furnifhed precedents to Shew how 
both Houfes had proceeded in cafes Similar to the prefent* 
Ko precedents ought ever to be followed which would 
lead them to grind the property of individuals, and to 
torture their peiTons. It was one thing, his LordShip faid, 
to be tried by the laws of one’s country, which were known 
and defined, and where every flep of the proceedings would 
be foreleen, and another for a man to be tried by the pure 
diferetion of their LordShips, without any regard to prece¬ 
dents. If they were above all other rules, that Houie at 
leaft ought to be governed by thole rules which it had laid 
down for its own obfervance. He was really agxious, his 
LordShip faid, that they Should weigh thoroughly, and be 
perfe&ly lure they did not depart from thofe principles on 
which precedents either were or ought to be founded. If 
they departed from precedents, tljeir LordShips ought, he 
conceived, at leaft firmly to adhere to fhe principles on which 
they w. re founded. 

The ftrft thing that occurred to him, was the precedents 
on impeachments; and lie thought it next to demonilration, 
on the fubjedl of impeachments by the Commons, that im¬ 
peachments had been linderftood univerfally to determine, 
upon the diflbiution of the Parliament. He conceived it to 
^e peifeftly well fettled, that while an impeachment was de¬ 
pending, it was impoflible to get rid of it without giving 
notice to the accufers. He took that to be an univerfal rule, 
and indeed if they did not give fuch notice, their LordShips 
would be guilty of manifeft injuftice to the accufers. If 
this rule of dear, natural, and obvious juftice, were laid 
clqjivn, his Lord (hi p faid, it would go a great way to anfwer 
Some of the quell ions put by the nohle Vifcount, (Stormont) 
as whether the impeachment did or did not abater &C. They 
could not take it two ways; they muft be uniform and con- 
fiftent, and if they laid down a pefition, they ought to fol¬ 
low it through all its confequences and windings. It teemed 
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to bis Lordfhip in every inftahce, (and there were between 
• twenty and thirty pf them) clear, that an impeachment ne¬ 
ver was dropped without tnat fort of inference. 

Of this there were feveral inftances, his Lordfhip faid, as 
that in the cafe of Foulis and Geddart, wherein they con- 
fidered whether they ought to renew the impeachment. It 
was agreed that they fhould not go on with it. Another 
inftance which occurred to him, he faid, was that of th f 
Duke of Buckingham, in which the impeachment dropn^Q, 
but his crimes were not dropped, for he loft his life a Tew 
years after. , They petitioned the King againft him. Thefe 
inftances were fufficient to ftiew it had been underftood by 
all men, that impeachments did abate by a diftolution. An 
able parliamentary man, about the time of James ]. com¬ 
plained that diftolutions were attended with thefe efFetfly. Jij 
the cafe of the Duke of Buckingham, no body, he obferved, 
thought it was an exifting profecution; no body complained 
of the Houfe of Lords that a meffage was not fent to the 
Commons; the complaint really was, that it was difmifled, 
and tliequeftion was, whether they Jhould renew it. Thus 
Sit relied, and with many inftances intervening, it came 
down to the year 1673, when the quefticn came on, whether 
an impeachment abated by'prorogation. 

His Lordlhip explained, at great length, the original fenfe 
of prorogation and adjournment; heaifo took notice of the 
ftritft analogy and the perfect conformity between continu¬ 
ances in law aqd Parliament. It had been ftated, his Lod- 
fhip obferved, in the courfe of the debate, that there was a 
difference between Parliament acting in a legiflative and a 
judicial capacity. His Lordfhip ftated, agreeably to the ac¬ 
count given by Lord Coke, that originally both Houfes of 
Parliament met in one Houfe, when, of courfe, there was no 
difference whatever between the legiflative capacity and the 
judicial capacity, except thofe diftimStion? which they them- 
ielveslaid down. He did not mean to deny thetfxiftence of 
things which appeared in boeks. He had omitted, his Lord¬ 
fhip faid, a great many inftances of precedents, which he 
might have mentioned. He fhould, he obferved, be very 
glad to have the impeachment difmifled, without any more 
trouble, provided it could be done with credit and propriety. 
With regard to the Houfe, it might he extremely proper for 
their Lordfhips, a£Hng legiflatively, to confider the future; 
but this mode of reafoning would be very falacious, if tl*ey 
were to apply it in argument upon what was pall, and in 
a&ihg upon the law that was paft. 

It had been faid, his Lordfhip obferved, that it would he 
. extremely ridiculous to £rant the Commons an mquifitorial 
|>ower, and the Lords a judicial power, when they could not 

‘ ’ 1 carry 
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carry it into effefl. This was not good reafoning; for all * 

power that was poffeffed, was fubjefl to abufe in the exer- 
cifeofit, and the only remedy for fuch abufe was punish¬ 
ment. It liad alfo been laid, that Parliament.Was a perma¬ 
nent Court. His Lordfhip contended that it was not more * 
fo than a Court of Oyer and Terminer. The Commons 
were never confidered by that Houfe as a body a fling in their 
parliamentary capacity, but when they were in the Houfe of 
Qbmtnons. The Houfe of Commons were the virtual repre- 
fentatives of the people, and ought to he confidered as their 
ftrength and glory. The Houle, of Commons, he faid, vir¬ 
tually reprefented the Commons of England, although not 
aflually ; but whether they reprefented them in one way or 
in another, their whc-Je authority refted in the Houfe of 
Commons, and was united to that alone. T he impeach 
ment, it was true, was in the name of all the Commons of 
England, which were a permanent, durable.body, and there- 
foie it hau been f.iid, that as long as the people exifled, the 
impeachment could not pofliblv abate. '1 his reafoning was 
not more cone lull ve than in the other cafes. Suppofe, faid 
his Lordfhip, a grant were made, and the bill did not pafs, 
would any one contend that the grant Hood good for an¬ 
other year? The qudlion was of tint nature, his Lordfhip 
faid, confidering the 1 urn which the dehate had taken, that 
he wilhed to have decided it that night, if it • could be de¬ 
cided confidently with the dignity of the Houfe; and if it 
were determined that night, he fiiould have the pleafure of 
not fpending fuch another fatiguing evening as that had 
been. 

Lord L I'gbbcroHgh took the oppofite fide of the queftion, Lord 
in reply to the Lord Chancellor, whole arguments lie fol- Loughbo- 
lowed, and combated, upon what he termed indifputable au- rou S h * 
thorities ; authorities, which he afierted to he clearly and in- 
controvertibly the doflrine of the law of Parliament, as 
founded in reafon, fupported by ufagp, and uniformly afled 
upon, as undeniable precedents proved. 

llis Lordfhip entered at large into the hi (lory of writs of 
error, and reafoned from it to fhew, that they continued, 
and were nor abated by either prorogation or difiolution. He 
maintained, that the only difference between prorogation and 
adjournment was, that the latter was the afl of either Houfe 
of Parliament, and the former the afl of the Crown, both of 
them operating to the fame cffefl, viz. to adjourn Parlia¬ 
ment. 

In reply to the Lord Chancellor’s doflrine, that abftrafl- 
edly, ami in the true fenfe of the word, prorogation meant 
the power of adjourning the day of meeting before a Par¬ 
liament, or fefiion of Parliament had affembled, and not any 
. fub« 
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^ fubfequent adjournment of the Houfe, as it was^iow praq- 
tii'ed. Lord Loughborough fa id, .that without referring to 
the abiira& fenfe of the word * prorogation/ the ufual ap¬ 
plication of it was the point that could alone be worth con- 
* llderation. Without, therefore, calling upon the learning 
that had been difplayed in the definition of the word by the 
noble and learned Lord on the wool facie, it was fuilicient 
for his aigutnent, that he talked of the light, and annexed, 
to it the meaning, in which nine perfons opt of ten would lap 
they faw and underilood it. * 

H is Lord (hip alfo controverted the Lord Chancellor’s doe- 
trine, that the Houfe of Commons did not impeach, in the 
name of all the people of England ; and he ailerted that they 
did emphatically profecutein the name, and on the behalf, of 
all,the people of England, The noble and learned Lord, he 
obferved, had faid, that the Houfe of Commons did not really, 
but only virtually, rep re fen t the people of England; but 
tbe fadJ, be contended,, was, that they were font to Pa rlia- 
ment as reprefenlalives of the whole people, 1 *v thofe quali¬ 
fied to chufe rep re fenta lives ; and the cleared proof of this 
that could be adduced was, and a dronger need not be fought 
after than that which the noble and learned Lord had himlelf 
dated, viz. *!ie power of the Commons to grant fupplies. 
What was it, lie nlked, conveyed the money into the public 
coders out of the pockets of the people of all ranks and de- 
IrripTions individually ? The vote, he anfwcred, of the 
I loutc of Commons, who were conflitutionally veiled with 
the functions and powers of voting the money of all the 
people, to apply the money fo voted to the promotion of the 
general intereft of the whole. 

i»ut the noble and learned Lord had Paid, that the Houfe of 
Commons voted the money of their Lord (hips, as well as the 
money of the Commons of England. It was true they did 
fo ; but when? Not before their Lordihips, in their parlia¬ 
ment *ry capacity, had perfonally figpified their con Pent to 
Inch vo’.e«s. It was therefore moll indifputabie, that the 
J Joufe of Commons reprefented all the people of England, 
a .d voted and profeeuted in their name and behalf. Their 
Lordihips voted for them Pelves; and had the fingle advan¬ 
tage of being the Judges before whom popular profecutions 
of the firft and liigheft order, viz. impeachments, were 
brought to trial by the Houfe of Commons, who, on thofe 
occafions, were the accufers. m 

In fettling the ennditution, his Lord (hip faid, every thing 
that was fingle and indivifiblc was wifely lodged with their 
Lordihips; every thing that was divifihle, was given equally 
to the two Houies, niter the reparation of the Parliament, 
,d the difccntinuancc of the ancient cuftoni of the Parlia- 
. zneiif, 
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ment, (bdlh Lords and Commons) fitting in one chamber, 
and under one roof. Hence every tiling that Was judicial 
was veiled in that Houle, and every thing of a legiilative na¬ 
ture divided equally between the two; and this it was that 
gave the true poii'e and chartfflfer to our confiitution; a mo¬ 
narchy, Something of an arillocracy, and a tuber and tempe¬ 
rate democracy, conllituting its frame. 

Let not their Lordfhips, therefore, a 61 incautioufly with 
Regard to the popular part of ihe conilitution! let them look 
about them, and be warned ! let them not deny that the 
people weie any thing, left they compelled them to think 
they were every thing. Having faid this very emphatically. 
Ins Lordfhip obferved, that the formal caufe of their parlia¬ 
mentary powers had been confounded w ith the efficient caufe. 
'I he writ of fummons, he laid, was merely the formal cautc 
of their being afi'embied as a Parliament, but that theirtffi- 
cient parliamentary privileges and fun&ions derived them- 
felves from the conilitution itfelf, and were uniformly the 
fame; and this was fo obvious, that he was rather alloniihed 
that it fhould have been at all miitaken. 

Having cleaied up this, his Lordiliip went into a detail of 
the cafes to be found in the volume on the table, and in the 
pamphlets which had been written on the fubject, many cf 
which, he faid, were extremely ingenious, and highly ut'eful 
to any individual who wifhed to make himfelf matter of the 
fubject. He declared it had fallen in his way to have read 
moil of them, and he held himfelf much obliged to the re- 
lpedtive Writers for the very efiential aliillance they had af¬ 
forded him. He went through the particulars of the im¬ 
peachment of the five Popifh Lords, that of Lord Danby, 
that of the Earl .of Stafford, that of Lord Salilhury, ami 
others, down to that of Lord Oxford, of which he only faid 
a few words, obierving, that as it had been already fuffici- 
ently difeuifed in the courfe of the debate, he would not, at 
folate an hour, trcfpafs farther on the time of the Houle. 
He mentioned the character of Lord Nottingham in terms 
of the highell panegyric, and laid, that it was a Angular cir- 
cumilance, that in tunes when men’s fame was liable to be 
deflroyed by the gufl of calumny, and to be wounded by the 
(hafts of detraction, was fo common, that few who aCted at 
all in public life, and mixed in the politics of the day, es¬ 
caped unhurt, Lord Nottingham fhould have paffed through 
t£at difficult period, filling great offices, and (landing in an 
elevated flation, without having his charadler once tainted 
by the breath of defamation, his integrity once t|ueftioned, 
or his knowledge, his judgement, or his firmnefs, and Heady 
perfeverance in rectitude, difputed. 
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His Lord (hip laid great ft refs on Lord Nottit%liam’s fa- 
.ffious fpeech to the new Parliament, after one of the difto- • 
Jutions, fuppofed to have had their origin in order to defeat 
[the then depending impeachment. By that fpeech, in which 
Lord Nottingham (then Chancellor) earneftly exhorted the 
Lords to pay due attention to the preceding impeachments, 

* it was evident what Lord Nottingham’s opinion on the fub- 
je«5fc of continuance of impeachments was. 

His Lordlliip alfo mentioned the circumftance in Lout 
Danby’s cafe of the King’s taking the Great Seal and affixmg 
it to the pardon of the Lord High Trealurer himfeif, and 
iubferibing it with his own hand; on which account the 
Houfe ot Commons, then in exiftence, had refufed, moll 
virtuouily and conftitutionally, to fuller the pardon to be. 
pleaded in bar ol the impeachment. 

The whole tenor of his Lord Hi ip’s argument, in all its 
parts, went to prove, that a continuance of profecutions by 
impeachments had been recognized in theory, and a died upon 
pradtically, in far the greater variety of inftances, that h^J 
occurred in profecutions of that fort. In the courfe of his 
fpeech he again and again ftiewed that if the cafe were other- 
wife, and the Crown could, by a diftblution, put an end to 
an impeachment, that mode of profecution, dei'ervediy ad¬ 
mired as it was by foreign writers, and deferibed by Mon- 
tefquieu as the moft beautiful feature of our conllitution, 
would become a means of efcape to the guilty, and a cruel 
weapon of injuftice to th& innocent. It would then be an 
iinpoilibility to get at a bad Alinifter, let his mifdemeannrs 
and crimes he ever fo enormous; our much-boafted conftitu- 


tion would lofe one of its beft fecurities, and minifterial re- 
fponfibility would become merely nominal. 

In the courfe of his fpeech, his Lordftifp pointed out the 
fallacies of Sir George Jefferies, and other Court fychop- 
hants, in a reign of iervility and courtly coniplaifance, and 
refted his argument, for his conftitutionai doctrines, on the 
authorities of Chief Juftice Hale, Lord Clarendon, Judge 
Holt, and above all, Mr. Juftice Fofter, who was, he laid, 
the beft conftitutionai Lawyer that ever wrote on the fubjetSl, 
and’ from whofe works he would, with the leave of the " 
Houfe, read a paflage on impeachments perfectly in point. 
His Lord/hip then read an extradl, peculiarly appolite to the 
fubjctfl, which fpoke of the procefs of impeachment as an in- 
ftance 44 of the conftant activity of the conftitution,” which 
lent a fpirit and a vigour to the whole, far fuperior to any 
thing to be found equal to it in the couftitutions of other 
countries. After infilling upon this circumftance, and the 
eftential advantage of impeachments, in a conftitutionai point 
of view, his Lordih ip ftnilhed a fpeech, the delivery of which 
i * kept 
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kept his Lerpfhip on his legs for nearly-two hours ami a 
half, with declai ing that he fhould give his vote for the quef • 
tion moved by the noble Baron, feeling himfclf ripe to pro¬ 
ceed to do fo without farther delay. 

Lord Kenyan prefaced his fpeech with declaring, that lie Lor d 
had not intended to have faid a word upon the fubjecSl that Kcn y° n * 
day, as he really had not imagined that the debate could have 
taken place fo foon; being led to expert fiom all that he had 

J ieard upon inquiry, that the foie bufmefs of that day would 
lave been to refer the report of the Committee on the table, 
(accompanied by fome queftions, in his mind, effcntial to the 
only proper means of fully difeuffing the fuhjedfc) to the 
Committee of Privileges, and that there would have l>een at 
leaf! an interval of eight and forty hours previous to the prin¬ 
cipal difeuflion taking place, k inding however, his Lord- 
Kliip faid, that the debate had unexpectedly taken a different 
turn, and fuppofing that it was expelled, from the ilation he 
held that he fhould deliver his fentiments, he rofe to do fo, 
but he would neither deal in extravagant encomium on im¬ 
peachments, nor in inve&ives againfl them. 

He thought it right to declare in the onfet, that the volume 
of precedents on the table had unfortunately come out fo 
late, that by the time it was delivered, he was engaged in 
the difeharge of his official duty, and in confequence had not 
been able to read a Angle page of the report. Having acknow¬ 
ledged thir, his Lordfnip faid, he was aware that it might be 
faid to him, “ if you profefs youifelf ignorant of tliefe pre- 
“ cedents, why do you prefume to give your opinion on the 
“ fubjedtr” In anfwer, he ihould fay, that he had formed his 
opinion on other grouods, which fell w ithin his reach, and 
which rendered him fully competent to make up his mind to 
the matter. 

Having premifed this, his Lordfhip folemnly exhorted 
their Lordfhips to confider that they had not the Angle cafe 
of an individual before them; the rule they laid down that 
evening would affeU their own fame and fortunes, lives and 
properties, whenever they or their defeendants might happen 
to be tried for treafons, in common as they would propor- 
tionably affe& thofe of every other description of His Ma- 
jcfly’s fubje&s, when tried for mifdemeanors only; their 
Lordfhips ought therefore to be fure that they did not lay 
down a rule, which, however it might at firft fight appear to 
be prudent and proper, might be liable, when brought into 
general operation, to prove pregnant with inconvenience, roif- 
chief and danger. Their Lordfhips, he faid, ought to all; in 
a cafe of that kind, as if they were aware that they were 
about to dip their hands In the blood of their fellow fubje&s. 

V ql. XXX. Eft t The 
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The whole of the queftion, his Lordihip fa id, appeared to 
him to lie between the two refolutions, that of 1678 and that 
of 1685, upon which his Lordihip defcanted at fome length. 
One of them» he laid, had, as it was well known, been made 
on the fpurof an occalion, which was a bad feature in any 
rule that was meant to apply generally in future, and what 
Hill worfe, that refolution was meant, as it afterwards 


was 


turned out, to be calculated to countenance the affaffination 
of an individual under colour of law. Whatever, white 
their paflioqs were waim and their prejudices ft rang, men 
might think of the conviction and fentence of the unfortunate 
VilcoUnt Stafford, he believed there was no man now, when 


reafon had refumcd her feat, and fober reflection had fuc- 
ceeded to tlie violence of party feeling, but was ready to qgree 
with him in pronouncing the execution of Lord Stafford a 
legal murder. 

After commenting upon this fu£t, his Lordihip Hated 
that there were three diHindi conlideratiojns which ought to 
weigh with thrir Lordlliip*?, in deciding upon every queilion 
of criminal jullice, as well in the fuperior mode of proceed- 
ing by impeachment, as the inferior procefles in the lower 
Courts, viz. that they were not only to view the conftitu- 
tional right of the Commons to impeach, and their own 
fun&ions in the character of Ju !ges upon all trials of im¬ 
peachment, but that there was a third part, viz. the parry 
acculed ; who ought ever to be confidered as entitled to their 
juHice and their protection, and to be regarded with huma¬ 
nity. 

His Lordihip confefled himfelf at a Iofs to comprehend 
what a noble and learned Lord meant, by denying that th® 
writ of fumtnons was the fource of their anthoi it y and power, 
as Members of a Houfe of Parliament, adling in a judicial 
capacity, in his own cafe, he well knew that His Majefly’s 
writ, conllitnting him to fill that fituation, which he un¬ 
worthily held, gave him the right to judge all thofe caufes 
that*were brought before him. ll did not certainly fpecify 
what thofe caufes were to be; but it gave him that autho¬ 
rity, without which he could not have taken his feat on the 
bench of Judgement. In like manner, he could not have 
come into thet Houfe to act as one of Mr. Ilaftings’s judge*, 
had not His Majefly’s writ of fumtnons called him there. It 
was undoubtedly true, Lord Kenyon laid, that Mr. Jullice 
Fotter was, as a noble and learned Lord had termed him, a 

f real legal authority ; hut Mr. Jullice Poller, in one part of 
is writings, fupported the abatement of a difl'olution ; and 
fure he was, Mr. JuHice Fofler would not have countenanced 
fo dangerous an idea, as fullering it to be inftnuated that 
they were to confider the lavr'as it ought to be, and not the 

1 law 




law as it*toa«. The latter r and no other, ought to he their 
rule of conduct. He faid, if dry legal renfonirig, and a Ari£t 
attention to forms of practice, (on which fubftantial juftice 
depended) were unpleafant to their Lordfhips, they had bet¬ 
ter not call on lawyers for their opinions, but either fend 
them out of the Houfe, or not fuffer them to babble there. 

His Lordfhip fpoke of Chief Juftice Hale in terms of ftrong 
praife, declaring that it was an undoubted fadl, that Chief 
juilice Hale would never fit on a criminal caufe, becaufe he 
doubted the authority of Cromwell to try any fuch caufe $. 
His Lordfhip faid, he was in great hopes that what had been 
laid down with fo much weight by the noble and learned 
Lord on the wool lack, would have been adopted, and that 
they would have referred the matter to a Committee of Pri¬ 
vileges. Such a line of conclude would, he thought, have 
lent a folcmnity, a grace, and a dignity to their proceedings, 
which he could not but feel that a confideiation of Jo much 



magnitude ahfoluttdy required. 

The Earl of Guildford, npologifed for rifing at fo late an R*rl of 
hour, which lie a (bribed to his wifli to hear the arguments Guildfcud 
of the firft legal authorities in that Houfe, before he delivered 
his own opinion, but that he* would not trouble them long. 

He began by uxprrAing his aflonifhment that any oohleLord 
fhould call for farther delay. He, for one, was ripe to de¬ 
cide the main queAion then ; and even bad he been in doubt, 
and undetermined before, what he had heard that night would 
have fettled his doubts, and convinced him, that coniulcring 
the law as it was, and not as it ought to be, as their Lord- 
lliips had been defired to do, the law undou' tedly was, that 
an impeachment did not abate by a diflblution. He reminded' 
their Lordfhips, that the queAion had been before the Houf« 
three months; if therefore, as the noble and learned Lord 


who was worthily placed in the firfl office of the criminal 
law, had told them, that delay would give grace and dignity 
to the profect tion, it had already had that grace and dig¬ 
nity* Any farther delay tpuA, he fhouhl conceive, be an 
■ufeiefs procraAination. 

The noble and learned Lord had talked of humanity; the 
queAion, he underAood, was a queAion of law, and the 
principle of our law was always humane ; any other huma¬ 
nity, therefore, would be foreign to the confideration, when 
they were to confider the law as it was. His LordAiip faid 
it might be equally conducive to the ends of juAice and of 
humanity, that a perfon accufed by an impeachment fhould 
have as early an opportunity afforded him as the nature of 
the cafe would admit, of making his defence and clearing 
himfelf, if poffihle, from the load of obloquy and aggravation 
of guilt that might have been heaped upon him pending-an . 

E e % Impeach- 
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impeachment. If therefore an impeachment abatctfhy a dif- 
lblution of Parliament} an innocent man, (for fo ought every 
man to be confidered, till he was proved to be otherwife) 
would be deprived of the only means of proving his innocence, 
and thus ftamped with infamy, which he would never wipe 
away during the remainder of his life. His Lordfhip laid 
great ftrefs on this, and on the power that a bad Miniver 
would have to fcieen himfelf, and perfecutehis political foes, 
if the dodrine were to obtain, that an impeachment abated 
on a difiblution of Pailiament. Should that dodrine ever be 
revived, hisLoidftiip faid, impeachments would no longer be 
looked up to as the fit ft grand medium of criminal profecu- 
tionfor delinquents whofe ciimes came not within the reach 
of the ordinary courfe of Juftice, but they would be con* 
verted into inftruments of tyranny, under «. olour of law, to 
fereen the guilty, while they could not be of any fervice to 
the innocent. 

His Lordfhip denied, that the writ of fummons gave Mem¬ 
bers of that Houle their fund ions. 'I lie writ, indeed, 
Juinmoncd them to meet at Weflminfter, hut they polfclfed 
the right of being Judges, as their auceftors had done before 
them, as a matter of mdifputable hereditat y right. It had 
been laid, he obferved, that there were no longer the fame ac- 
cufers. v I'hofe who argued thus, forg*>t that the majority of 
the new Houle of Commons was the fame as had fat in the 
former Houfe, and when they came into Weftminfter hall, 
they would probably find the fame individual accufers ma- 
„ naging the impeachment. His Lordfhip in a genial way 
touched on the cafes of LoidDanby, Lotd Sulilbury, Loid 
Peterborough, and the Earl of Oxford; and aftei an able 
fpeech in fupport of the original queftion, concluded with re¬ 
turning thanks to their Loujiliips for their indulgence. 
bordKmg Loid King faid, he was amazed that the noble Earl who lud 
juft fat down, ihould have ventured to have taken any pait 
in the debate. The noble Earl had himfelf been an accufer, 
and it wa% in his mind, highly indecent for any noble Lord 
fo circumftjnced, to interfere with the older of proceeding, 
the inftant they became one of the Judges. Lord King faid, 
his opinion that day was, that they fhould not'fuddenly be 
fent into Weftminfter hall without having at all confidered 
the precedents on the table, becauft he faw no ufe in having 
appointed a Committee to make fo voluminous a report, if 
they were to pafs it by, and take no notice of it, before they, 
decided on the general queftion. 

£*rl of The Earl of Guildford afked if there was any thing indecent 

IJuiidford in having exercifed his fight as a Peer to deliver his opinion on 
great conilitutional queftion, becaufe he had been a Member 
of th? Houfe of Commons when the impeachment had been 

voted ? 
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voted ? hI had certainly, his Lordfhip laid, concurred in 
'that impeachment, though he had never concerned himfislf 
in the management or progrefs of it lince. The queftion of 
that night was not the little cafe of Mr. Haftings, but a great 
conftitutional queftion, whether impeachments did or did 
not abate on a diflolution of Parliament ? if the noble Lord, 


* 1 * 


thought no Peer, who had not fat in that Houle above three 
years, had a right to deliver his fentiments, or to exerc# 1 * 
the fundions common to them all, viz. that of ftttingvgi 
Judges on every impeachment that came before them, fure he 
was, the Court, when they were called on by their duty to 
go into Weftminfter hall, would he thinned of its Judges 
more than the noble Lord perhaps might wilh. But if it was 
indecent in him to deliver his opinion on a queftion that af- 
fedted not only their rights and fundtions as Peers of Parlia¬ 
ment, but one of the moft eflential-points of the conftitution, 
(involving in it no lefs than the refponfibility of Minifters,) 
lie prefumed it could not be more indecent in him to deliver 
his fentiments, than it had been in the noble Secretary of 
State, (who fo much to his own honour and their Lordftiips’ 
advantage, had diftinguifhedhimfelf fo eminently as the head 
of the Board that framed and drew up that voluminous report 
on the table,) or in the noble and learned Lord fo worthily 
let at the head of the criminal jufticeof the kingdom. Not 
that lie meant to caft the leaft cenfure on either of them, he 
knew their condudt had been commendable; he would not 
fay that his own condudt had been commendable, but at leaft 
he trufted, that he had not been guilty of an impropriety, 
much lefs of any indecency in his conduct that day. 

[An approving cry of hear! hear! from all parts of the 
Houfe.] 

Lord Grenville rofe and purfued the fteps of Lord North, Lord 
(whom he termed his noble friend,) in defending himfelf ® rcnv '^ c * 
from the imputation of having adted either improperly or 
indecently, in taking an adtive part in the bufinefs then be¬ 
fore them. His Lordftiip faid, if the noble Earl, who fpoke 
laft, deferved cenfure for having delivered his opinion, how 
much more muft he merit condemnation, for having pre¬ 
fumed to give his fentiments to the Houfe, fince he made no 
fcruple to confefs, that he had ftood forward in the other 
Houfe of Parliament as an advocate for the impeachment, 
and, by fpeaking and voting, done every thing in his power 
to promote it, becaufe he thought there was matter of charge 
enough in the articles, to make an impeachment neceflary for 
the national honour, and for the ends of national juftice.—- 
When adting as an accufer, he had done his duty, and no 
tnore; but called upon as lie then was, by a change of fitu- 
ation, to adt as a Judge, he trufted he mould do his duty 

likewise. 
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Iikewifo, and God forbid thot he fjaould be in tlif* lead infla- 
enced by his pad conduft, asaii accafer! . 

The motion then before their Lordlhips, Lord Grenville 
faid } had no relation to Mr. Haftings; and ibote who viewed 
it in that point did not properly conftder its importance; 
which was of infinitely greater magnitude than a queilion re¬ 
lative to an individual. With regard to any objection that 
might betaken to him, on account of his lately having the 
Iittriour of a feat in that Houle, or to any other noble Lord 
cn that account, tin aigmneirt had no weight whatever in 
his mind, nor ought to Irtve any on the rninds of their Lord- 
fhtpf, hecaufe it was a circntn/tauce incidental to all impeach¬ 
ments, whetlxr they continued only one fellion of l J uilia~ 
menr, or ten IcHious. Beiidcs, the argument on that head 
would extend infinitely faalnr than the noble Lord who 
bad Hated it llemed to he aware of. It would ferve equally 
as an argument on the appointment of every new-made Bif- 
hop, or the election of a new Peer of Scotland, much more 
fuch a change a* the general election ufually occafioned. In 
fhoit. Lord Grenville (aid, there would he no end to fuch an 


objection; it was of a lort thar could not be made applica¬ 
ble in any cafe vshcie the trial of an impeachment took more 
than a Angle day. 

Having put this argument in a perfpicuous and ftrong point 
of view, nis Lordlliip proceeded to argue the main queltion, 
and began that part of his fptech with declaring, that what 
lie had hinted at as his opinion, when he lad tioubleJ their 
Lordfliips, had been fully con Armed by what he had heard in 
the couil'e of the debate; in which the qui (linn, he was con¬ 
vinced, had been a 1 fully debated, and as ably difcufd'd, as it 
would have been, had the n port been it ft ned to a Committee 
of privileges. 1 hs LoidJhip proceedcl to date his at v .. 
in detail, promising their Lonlfhips to prefs his zealous into 
as final! a com pa fs as lie poflibly could. So amply however 
had his Lord (hip confid-icd the fuhjefl, and io ably ptepared 
was he, to reafon it in every point of view, that he was nearly 
two bouts delivering his fentinu nts, which he did, with a 
great degree of accutenefs rnd iolid argument. 

His Loidfliip fpent a piincipal part of his fpeech in con¬ 
itdering and examining the two rcfchition<., that of 167S and 
that of if'85, which ttoufe his own phrafe,) he traced to all 
their beatings on the queflion hr fore the Houfe. He a ho 
$>oke of the diffeient cafes that had b»en alluded to by differ¬ 
ent Lords, and anf.vertd many points of the Lord Chancel¬ 
lor's fpeech, particularly holding up to their Lorddiips, what 
would be the fituatlon of a parry accufed by ihe Commons, 
if the Crown, foi its own pnrpof s, or the Mimder, from 
political views of his own, had it in either of their powers, 
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. -by the manoeuvre of a diffolution of Parliament, to put a (lop 
l to a trial on articles of impeachment-, either before thepri- 
foner had made his defence, or before judgement was pro¬ 
nounced, or in any way fo, he would, however, fay, as 
to leave the proceeding unftnifhed. He pre&nted the reverfe 
of the piflure alfo, and (hewed mod unanfwerably, that tho 
exiftence of the conftitution itfelf would be at the mercy if a 
Minifter, if fuch a power was fuffered to exift in any free 
country. 

Lord King rofe again, and faid, notwith (landing the (hout LordKiag 
of hear ! hear! he had not thought it neceiTary to rife, when 
the noble Earl near him fat down after his reply; he would, 
however, now fay that he had not meant any per Tonal offence 
to the noble Earl or to his noble friend, but llill he thought 
thole, who had fo lately been accufers, ought not fo early to 
take an active part as Judges. If either of the noble Lords 
cbofe to walk into Weftminfler ball as a Judge, he bad not 
the flighted objection; but he did not wifli to be forced to go 
there himfelf ralhly, and w ith the voluminous report on the 
table wholly unconlidered. 

Lord La'fdoivn, who had rifen as foon as Lord Grenville Lot*! 
fat down, laid, that when he had taken the liberty of recoin- Laai'daw* 
mending it to their Lordfliips to go into a Committee of 
privileges, he had, among other reaions, done fo, in order to 
prevent what he was afraid would happen, and which actually 
had taken place, viz. that if the debate u-pon the motion 
went on, it would continue to fo late an Hour, that noble 
I ords would he rendered unable to date their opinions fully. 

That was, his Lordlhip faid, precifely the cafe with himfelf; 
the late hour and tire fatigue their Lordfliips had undergone, 
having made it impofliblefor him to attempt to deliver his 
fentiments at any length. 

Having primifed this; Vis Lordlhip faid he mad utterly 
deny the principles that had been laid down in the courfe of 
the debate, as the leading principles of the law of Paiiiament; 
fo far from it, the uniform practice of Paiiiament went di- 
re&ly in the teeth of fuch fuppoied principles. 'Their Lord¬ 
fliips, he contended, had no right to go in fenjeh of extra¬ 
neous ground of argument, and to reufon upon fanciful de¬ 
ductions of analogy, but were hound to be governed by pre¬ 
cedent, where precedent was conformable to Jaw and reafon, 
and not on the fpur of the occafionto make a new cafe. His 
Lordlhip Rated the difficulties in which legal conflderations 
involved every man, who had no profl.fliona! knowledge; in 
particular, he dated the ablurdity of the law in the cafes of 
wills; landed property delccnding, and perfona! property ai- 
cending. The Marquis mentioned other absurdities of law, to 
. wain their Lordfliips Loin wandering out of the cafe, dechuj- 
, * in 2 
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ing that they were confined to the fimple and Angle confide- 
ration of the law a? it Hood. It was not to he considered a<{ 
the cafe of an individual, but as a genets! rule of law, of 
which they were eftabliihing or violating a precedent, and 
therefore, exclaimed his Lordlhip “ perilh ten thoufand Mr. 

Hastings, rather than one atom of the law as it Hands, 

«* Should hedifturbed 1 ” 

it had well been faid, the Marquis obferved, by a noble 
and learned Lord at the head of the criminal Juftice of the 
kingdom, tint the whole queftion lay between the refolution 
of 1678 and the refolution of 1685. His Lordlhip argued 
upon thefe two refolutions, contending, that as the refla¬ 
tion 1685 annulled that of 1678, the refolution of 1685 was 
clearly to be taken as the rule of proceeding, and was appli¬ 
cable to the prefent cafe. In order to make out this, the 
Marquis went into the hiiloiy of the two periods, and faid, 
he had been highly pleafed on hearing the encomiums palled 
a noble and learned Lord, on that great cl 1arafter, my 
Lord Nottingham, than whom, a man of more ftridl inte- 

f rity, profound knowledge of law, and ftrong fenfe, never 
eld the high office of Chancellor of England. It was, he 
faid, ou Lord Nottingham that he relied his opinion entirely; 
an opinion fully confirmed by what he had heard fince he 
came into the Houfe. He meant that Lord Nottingham 
ihould fpeak for himlelf, for he declared, he held him in his 
hand, and when their Lordlhips had heard him, he Ihould be 
fur prized if they were not as fully convinced as he was. 

Jdefoic, however, he read a fyllable of Lord Nottingham's 
own writing, h.s Lot dihip faid, he held himfelf bound to 
jfiatc how the wotk fell into his hands. He begged their 
Lordlliipn ihertfoieto know, that he was a great colle&or, % 
much gieater indeed, than he was a reader; that he had pur- 
chafed many man uteri pts of Mr. Car and Mr. Well, names 
well known, and, among others, the manufeript he held in 
his hand was one. His Loidlhip then read a teftimonial of 
the authenticity of the manufeript which was figned by the 
traniciiber, who declare that the copy he wrote it from, was 
lent him by Aithut Onflow* Efq. Speaker of the Houfe of 
Commons,* (at the time that the teftimonial was dated) who 
allured him, that he (A. O. Efq.) had the MS. from a perfon 
of chara&er, (naming him) and that perfon aflerted it to be a 
correct copy of a genuine letter of the late Lord Nottingham 
on the fubjeS of Loul Danby’s cafe, written in the year 1683; 
and in 1684 the Matquis faid, Lord Nottingham died. Ex- 
clufive of this teftimonial, his Lordlhip faid, the MS. bore 
internal proof of its having been the work of Lord Notting¬ 
ham. Having ptemifed this, the Marquis read a paflage of 
the MS. refilling to the refolution of 2678, and declaring 
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hat it muft^be revifed, and correct ed, for that in the firft 
place it was a miftake to fuppofe that an impeachment went 
Jtm from Parliament to Parliament. It could not be, &c.— 

His Lordihip in fa£i contradicted what had been the prevail¬ 
ing opinion of thofe times. Having with great propriety and 
force of emphafis read the whole paffage. his Lordihip com¬ 
mented upon the application of it, obferving ultimately that 
as it was fo much ftronger than any arguments he could ad¬ 
duce at that late hour of the night, he would trefpafs on their 
Lordihips time no farther, but would content himfelf with 
oppoling the main motion, although he could not help obferv¬ 
ing, that a certain defeription of noble Lords had been con¬ 
vened cn purpofe to carry thequeftion. 

Lord Loughborough rofe again, and faid, he had it in com- Lord 
mand from a noble Karl, at prefent Lord Prefident of the Loughb*- 
Council, to do that for him, which the late hour, and ex- rough, 
treme fatigue, would not permit him to do for himfelf, viz. 
to ftate that the noble Earl’s opinion coincided with his own, 
and that he had left with him an opinion of Selden, that the 
new Parliament, in the impeachment of the Duke of Buck¬ 
ingham, did hold, that they might, if they had chofen it, 
have called upon their Lordihips for judgement agaiuft: the 
Duke; a clear proof that they did not think the impeachment 
was at an end! Lord Loughborough, faid, he had another 
high authority to quote, viz. that of a learned and venera¬ 
ble Earl, who had authorifed him to fay, that if the prefent 
quellion were carried, it would be fliiCliy conformable to the 
law of Parliament, and conliftent with precedents. With 
regard to what the noble Marquis had read as a MS. of Lord 
Nottingham, they, his Lordihip faid, were in poflefiion of 
the belt proof of Lord Nottingham’s opinion, viz. their own 
journals, which contained the noble and learned Earl's fpeech, 
a fpeech which Lord Nottingham did not contradict, when 
he afterward. 1 ; fat as Lord High Steward, on the trial of the 
Earl of Stafford. There might alfo, his Lordihip faid, be 
l'omc reafonahle degree of doubt entertained as to the authen¬ 
ticity of the MS. read hv the noble Marquis. 

The Marcjuis of Lanjdoivn in vindication of the authenti- Marquis 
teity of the letter of Lord Nottingham, faid, he would not of Lanf- 
have prefurned to have produced the MS. had he entertained down, 
the fm all eft doubt of its authenticity, on the contrary, he 
had no doubt whatever on the fubjeCt. If, however, upon 
inquiry, it fhouldnot prove authentic, the Marquis declared, 
he wtiuld be the firft to ftate that it was fpurious. With re¬ 
gard to the degree of credit due to its declarations, he could 
not but think a letter written in a man’s clofet, the year be¬ 
fore he died, deferved more credit than any public addrefs of 
a public man ;<and the more efpecially* as in 1685 the very 
Vox.. XXX. F f circum- 
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circomftance Lord Nottingham in his letter pfldidled, hap* 
pened, via. the revifion of the refolution of 1678, and a ne$^ 
lefoiution entered irvo to annul it. r l he Maiquis laid, he 
liad nnderftood that Lawyers did held tlicniftivcs warranted 
prof ili: «nall y toArain their fincerity a little, and a Hume an 
appcaianrc of [relief in favour of the!r clients, which they 
did not really feel. The noble and learned Lord heft knew 
wbtil er the 1'adt were loor not, as he under Ao d the piofel- 
fionnl track which Lawyers purl’ued, fviter than lie could he 
fuppofed to do, but lie would not p re fume to fay that they 
did aft in that way ; it was not for him to put fuch a matter to 
the queAion. 

Ld.Chan- 1 lie Lira ChancAkr faid, when he kill le r t the woolfack, 

ccllor. he had a’huled to «he fame opinions of Loid Nottingham, 
which he underAood to be, that, M'ore the year 16/S, as 
the law thm Hood, and as ai're.w ird" cvnftrmcd by «lie reib- 
lution of 16°^, an 'mp-. achrnenl abittd on the difiblution of 
ParliamcM, but iv -ht be renewed inthentxt Parliament, 
flrul the Pitre ev: .-.mce, given before, was adduct-able ns 
proofs, :*:.d ndglil be llatcd upon the renewal of the impeach- 
i:u nt. 


ntsop rif 
fcaliJbury 


Lord Km\c; thi'-.i. irg he had been mifunderAood, faid a fevr 
words in oy; lan.it c ii. 

d lr*‘ l.iil op of $i.!'P'’>rv f.jd, it was not his intention to 
have rim tnat day to fiv a word to the qm.fti>‘n, had not 
thcneMo Marquis in his I :>!1 ipr-ech apj) rently addn (Ted him- 
fe'.f acr ifs the 1 ioufi-. to the Pencil in vvlsich he arid Iris reve¬ 
rend L:et! n:i fat, and declared, “ that he f:uv a certain let 
“ of I <. rd r . were convened for the purpnfc of carrying tire 
“ mullion.’ Jf by that declaration tire noble Marquis meant 
to c;t A any fm h imrutatie.n cm him, the Biftiop declared, he 
could not fit rafv or Client under it, becaufe he was confciaus 
that lie had nor been cor.ven *d for any given pmpofe, nor 
would he ever come down to anfvver any man’s purpo'e. He 
came down that day to vote according to his confcietice ; he 
had hAencd with attention to all that had been faid upon what 
lie conlid-ere l as a great mu Aitutional queAion, and with a 
mind perfectly open to couvidtion; hut notwithstanding what 
had fallen with fo much weight and authority from the noble 
Lord on the wool lack, and h orn the other noble and learned 
Lord near him, (Lord Kenyon) he muft fay that lie was con¬ 
firmed in thinking with other noble Lords that the trial mult 


continue. 

Lord Lord Lanfdtnvn rofe to explain. He find, he meant notVrng 
aal uwn jS er f on3 j t h e R ev . Prelate, or any on that Bench in parti¬ 
cular; but, when he talked of “ Lords being convened to 
“ carry the queAion,” lue acknowledged that he took in the 
Senchof Bifliops, together with many other noble Lords.— 



The Marques then went on, in a tone of irony, to fay, that 
he was fine the Rev. Prelate could have no bias, no preju¬ 
dice in favour of Miniflry ; that he did not let hio mind on the 
things of this world; the noble Prelate looked fora hotter, 
not to anything like temporalities, tranflatinns, or prt. fer¬ 
ments. Indeed he had foirr.criy had pi rfonnl m cm (Ion to know 
how Id tie inclined the Rev. Prelate was to better his. filia¬ 
tion, or how little anxious ha was to pufii ins interefl. for 
piefer nient. 

The PiOiop of ry r:ifj a~vn, and ifmr urging the Biihop of 

indelicacy, (the LilUop laid, t o had ulK] a vnoir ilrong Sal.iliur/. 

CApreflion) of fuch an attack .r- rln: noble Marquis had 
thought pi opt r to make on him, vvrhout any provoc nio n on 
his j)”t, laid, however l-.is ‘.'motion had been ibunged by trans¬ 
lation tor his greater eufc, he had to thank a benignant Sov*- 
reign foi his ge.odne.fs, nor at the lt.p.i’iit’on, but in oppoli- 
tion to the known wiMus < Mi.a noble Maiquiv. J-’orn a 
younger hrotbtr, lira i i/iiop laid, he had no r : ght to have 
expeOed tins good fortune that had alien i. d him, and the 
more i ipi c'.ilh; as lie !ud cm p; wicnfior.r to fupu ior learning 
or fup tior t.deirs. He w..:> center, ted v.li re he v. is, and 
thanklul to a kind pun A (l % Pi i'l iio :: gr; c ion , King, far what 
lie h.ul; for no p:ui of wlikli, :.o;vc\cr, d.d he Hand in the 
fuiallell d*'g*L-f indJitcd ti> t's.- noble !\'!..:;pii;. 

Wii!i regaid 10 the Miniih r, I,is Loulil.ip faid, he was 
not pi rionnllv a,c ji’amtrd wnii Inm ; he had i -ew r ;,fi.i.d any 
favour of Iran, nor iheul 1 lit* e.t-r an / ; l*ut h-> could not 
help admuing his character and conduct , ami while he con¬ 
tinued to dii!ingui:h himit.li io cmiut-srJy ;n 1: - had d me, by 
his private viitues and hi 1 - publ'c; Rrvires. !:■• ; li.-.in’v would 
give him i.is fupn.-rl ; which lie had as ;u : h a tight to do, ns 
the noble \iaiquis had to a cl otherw i!•', fiar.dmg, as lie did 
in that Hoefe, an indentndent Lord of Parham.-lit. 

Called i pon p> lfon.dly in lo extrai idin..: v i manner as he 
had been, the HUhoplhi !, he w,is nbiig. ii to fay wliat their 
I.ordihii shad heard tjoni li'ru ; otlu; .v tie he fhmild havebten 
aHiamed to have fpoken a fi"g!e wild about liimlelf. llis 
Loullhip then repeat t d, that his only oSp-cl hid hern con* 
fcie-itionfly to give bis opini m r.;.d his vote, on wi:at he 
could not confide;- otlu j v. no, than v. gre.it couilitutional quef- 
tion. 

The Marquis of ZK-./hKc?;, tiling once mere, faid, that a Maiquis 
name had been intrndun d into th.e debate which he certainly 1 aui- 
coulvl not have alluded to. had it not he«n done by another, 
and he fo pertonally called vpon to make feme reply. He 
begq-Vi not lo ha undcrilnod as having in any fort attempted 
to dim in fii the rcfppft die to his Sovereign, to whom lie. 
pwed too much to fuflcr it for a moment even to he imagined, 

V i that 
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that his Majefty ever did any thing contrary to the advice qf 
his Minifters. Sure he was, that His Majefty never adled fo_ 
unconftitutionally. With regard to any improper warmth 
that he might have betrayed, the Marquis faul, the Rev. Pre¬ 
late had attacked him perfonally, and that naturally begot a 
reply, and although he meant*no offence to that right Rev. 
Prelate, he owed it to truth to declare, that the Rev. Pre¬ 
late was indebted to him for a part of bis prefent preferment, 
and that he never had been afked for a favour with more im¬ 
portunity in the whole courfe of his life. 

The Lord Chancellor flopped this altercation, by putting 
the queftion on the amendment, moved by the Earl of Radnor 
when the Houfe divided: < 

' 1 Contents — 20 

Not Contents — 70 

Majority — 50 

The original motion, “ That a meffage be Cent to acquaint 
K the Commons, that this Houfe is ready to proceed in the 
64 trial of Warren Haftings, Efq.” was then put, and the 
numbers were, 

1 Contents — 66 

Net Contents —1 18 

Majority — 48 

The Houfe adjourned. 

C lhurfclay t igth May. 

Lord Grenville prefented to the Houfe a meffage fimilar tQ 
that prefented to the Houfe of Commons on Wednefday la ft, 
relative to the eftaHiftiment of the younger branches of His 
Majefty's Royal family, and the fame having been read by 
the Lord Chancellor, 

It was moved, u That an humble addrefs be prefented to 
His Majefty, to return His Majefty the thanks of this Houfe 
for his mod gracious meffage; and to affure His Majefty that 
this Houfe will mod heartily concur in fuch meafures as the 
circumflauces of the cafe may require, in making fuch pro- 
vifion as may lie thought requifite for the eftabliflunent of the 
younger branches of his Royal family.” 

The faid addrefs was ordered to be prefented to His MajeL 
ty by the Lords with white ftaves. 

The Houfe adjourned. 

Monday , 23^ May. 

This day the following petition of Warren Haftings, Efq. 
jws prefented and read, praying that his trial might be 

brought 


I 
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brought to a conclufion before the next prorogation of Parli¬ 
ament. 

To the right honourable the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in 

Parliament aflembled. 

The humble petition of Warren Haftings, Efq. late Governor 

' General of Bengal, 

She wet h, 

et That your petitioner having long waited in anxious ex¬ 
pectation of your Lordlhips’ determination refpeCling his re¬ 
appearance at your Lordlhips* bar, finds himfelf relieve! 
from one fubjcCt of fufpence, by being again brought before 
this high Coutt; and he has fo great a confidence in the juf- 
tice and dignity of your Lordlhips, as to believe that in this 
renewal of a trial fo long depending, your Lordlhips mean to 
render it effc-Ctual to the ends of fuhfl.mtial iuftice, by profe- 
cuting it without delay, until it lhali reach its final termina¬ 
tion. 

“ If fuch Ihould be your Lordlhips* purpofe, your peti¬ 
tioner ivilj accept it as thegreatell bounty which he can re¬ 
ceive at the hands of your Lordlhips ; but Ihould his trial he 
adjourned over to another year, lie trulls that he fhall not he 
tonfidered as departing from the reipedt which he bears to 
Vour Lordlhips, if he prefunies to fay, that he fhall feel it as 
an aggravation of the very fevere lot which it has been his 
misfoitune to experience, and of which he is the firft example 
in the jurifprudenceof this kingdrm, if in any other a prece¬ 
dent can be found, of a criminal trial being fufpended over 
the head of an individual, living under a fixed law and a ci¬ 
vilized Government, during fo Jong a period of his natural 
life, and fo near the clofe of it. 

“ That four years are completely elapfed fince your peti¬ 
tioner was full compelled to appear, at your Lordlhips 1 har, to 
hear read, and to an Twer to the charge preferred againft him 
by the late honourable Houfe of Commons, but that he com¬ 
putes the oiigin of their impeachment from a much more dif# 
tant date, the fir/l notification of an accufatory procefs hav¬ 
ing been made fo long ago as June 1785, the procefs itfelf be¬ 
gun in February, 1786, and continued through one proroga¬ 
tion and many adjournments until May, 1787, when the im¬ 
peachment was carried to your Lordlhips* bar; fo that in ef¬ 
fete, though not in form, your petitioner has been the fub- 
je£l of a criminal procefs before two Parliaments, and through 
fix fuccelfive years, yet his profecutors to this time have 
clofed their evidence upon three articles only, namely the 
firft, ferond, and fixth, omitting many points of thofe arti¬ 
cles, but fele&ing a very few points from the 7th ami 12th, 
'' ■ as 
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&S Explanatory of the 6th article. That your petitioner 
craves leave to reprefent, that he did in an early ftage of the 
firft inquiry caufo it to he rep re fen ted to the late honourable 
Houfe of Commons as Siis earned: requelfc, that if the faid 
Houfe of Commons ihould enti-r upon their journals any vore 
of crimination or cenfure agiinil him, they would l>c pleafed 
to allow your petitioner the means of a fair and legal trial for 
the fame; hut that the objefl of your petitioner in making 
that rcqucdl was, llr.it he might he afford--ci the means of vin¬ 
dicating his character from the foulelt and moil uiijufl afper- 
fions, but he has *0 lament that thole afperiions ihould have 
been renewed and repeated from week to week, from month 
to month, and from year to year, without anv power of le- 
ply, or profpecl of time allowed him for his defence and ac¬ 
quittal. That great as his reliance is on your Lord/liip-.fjuf- 
tice, it is yer impoiliblc for him, judg;r.g from pa it experi¬ 
ence, not to fee! the apprehenirons of farther de lay, when he 
recollects that the loft great adjournment of the Court held 
by your L01 dihips in the preceding Parliament, was made 
on the qth of June, and that in neither of the preceding years 
did it fit later than the 7 th of July ; tl. *t therefore the longed: 
interval which he can compute for what remains*of this fef- 
iion of Parliament, in it s ordinar y courfe, w ill he infufficieut 
to enable your petitioner to enter upon his defence, much 
let's to bring it to a conclufion, but that he will have to fuf- 
tain the, into]!c able grievance of feeing another year of prqfe- 
Cution added to the pall. 

“ Your petitioner therefore mod. humbly and carneftly prays 
your Lordfhips to take the paiticularand unprecedented harq- 
iliips of hi* cafe into confiJeiution, and to a iopt fuch mea- 
fures as your wifdom may devil.-, t.-r continuing the pro¬ 
ceedings of your LordHiipi’ Couit, fo that the trial may be 
hiought to a close, and judgement given bvfora another pro¬ 
rogation of Parliament, you 1 j-t-ntionor craving leave to af- 
fuie vour Lord {hips that no unm cellar y delay lhall be made 
on bis part, but that he will endeavour to take up as ihort a 
. time as polk hie in his defence.” 

The above was read, and ordered to lie on the table. 

This dav being appointed lor the farther ennfideration of 
tlie trial of Warren l ladings Lfq., their bordlhips went into 
the great Court in Weflminder hall ab mr one o'clock, and 
after the ufu il ceremonies ohu-i vt-J, and the proclamations by 
the Serjeant at Arms had b *en made. Lord Kenyon (wly> fat 
as Speaker for the Lord Chancellor) diie&td the managers 
fur the Commons to makegood their charges. Mr. St John* 
one of the managers, then came forward, and proceeded to 
open the fourth charge, and having concluded, feveral ex¬ 
tracts of evidence were read, and a witnefs (Mr. Penn) ex¬ 
amined- 
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amined. Mr. Haflings addrefled the Court in a fpcech, the 
"'Hwbllance of which is contained in his petition. At fix o’clock 
th^ Court adjourned, and their l.ordiiiips bring returned to 
tlieflloufe of Lords, a incfiage was upon motion ordered to he 
fent to the Commons, to acquaint them that the Lords will 
proceed farthei on the trial of Warren Mailings, Lfq. on Wed* 
nddav next. 

The Houle adjourned. 

‘ fj'cdncJJay, 25 ih Afaj\ 


This day the proceflion into the great Court in Weftrr.in- 
iler hall to proceed on the trial of Warren Hailing;; hfq, be¬ 
gan about half pall eleven o’clock, and their f.ordlliips being 
hated, the ufual proclamations were made; after which Lord 
Kttivon (who I at as S. ,aker in the ahfence of th.eLord Chan¬ 
cellor) d.fiiid the n.a age:s for ihe Comm-.ns to make gcod 
thtir chaig. 'V a htt H pall four a motion was made to ad¬ 
journ, and th-r Lordlhips having got hack to the Houfe of 
Lords, a iik lUigo was crucial to be tent to the Commons to 


a 

•i 


quaint tlu m that this Houle will proceed farther cn the trial 
W arren HalVmes, Mi;, on i'riday next. * 

u < * 


The Hcufe adjourned. 


Ft .ciuVj 2~tk A lay. 


This day their Lordfhi; s Mrocecik-d with the ufual ceremo¬ 
nies to the great Court in Weilminfltr bad, to continue the 
trial of Warren Mailings, Klip and being lea led, and the pro¬ 
clamations made, the managers for the Commons were di- 
rcdled by Lord Kenyon, to proceed to make good their 
charges. At. five o’clock, a motion was made to adjourn, 
and their Loidfiiips being returned, a inelTage was ordered to 
be fi-nt to the Commons, to acquaint them that this Hoafe 
will proceed farther on the trial of Warren H. flings, Lfcp on 
Monday next. 

A conference was held in the Painted Chamber adjoining 


to the Houfe of Peers, at the defire of the Commons, rela¬ 
tive to fome amendments that had been made hv their Lord- 


jliips to the ITinwell Vent Road bill; Mr. Pelham, who was 
the acting manager for the Commons, delivered in the rcafons 
for diLgreeing to the amendments made by their Lordftiips 
and the managers for the Commons then withdrew. The 
reafons fo delivered in were afterwards reported, and read at 
thiituble, and upon due confideration thereof, it was agreed 
by the Houle, to infill upon the amendments made to the faid 
bill, and to communicate the fame to the Commons at a con¬ 
ference on Monday next. The Duke of Richmond was idl¬ 
ing manager for the Lords. 

The Iloufe adjoumad. 

w w 


$ 2 $ 
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Monday , 30 th May . 

This day, about twelve o’clock, their Lordihips proceed¬ 
ed in the ufual manner into the great Court in We ft 111 inker 
Hall, on the trial of Warren Haftings, Efq. 

Sir James Erlkine St. Clair proceeded to fum up the 
charge. 

When Sir James had finilhed, Mr. Burke came forward, 
and in a few words acquainted their Lordihips, that the 
Managers for the Commons had fully* completed their 
charges, referving to the Commons a right to reply to the 
defence. 

Mr. Haftings petitioned their Lordihips only for one day, 
which, upon conlideration, was granted him. 

As foon as their Lordihips had returned, and the Houfe 
was refumed, a meflage was ordered to be lent to the Com¬ 
mons, to acquaint them, that this Houfe will proceed far¬ 
ther in the trial of Warren Haftings, Efq. on Thurfday 
next. 

The following meflage was a!f> fent to the Commons by 
Mr. Holfard and Mr. Greaves, two Maftsrs in Chancery, 
viz. 

t£ The Lords do deflre a p re fent conference with this 
“ Houfe in the Painted Chamber, up an the fubjeiSt matter of 
“ the laft conference.” 

The Managers for the Commons being come, notice was 
given to the Lords, who met them in the painted chamber, 
and delivered to the Managers for the Commons a paper, 
wherein their Lordihips infill on rhe amendment m.ide by 
them to the Flinwull Vent Road Bill, with their realbns. 
Their Lordfliips then retired, and the Commons withdrew. 

The order of the day having been read for the Houfe to 
refolve itfelf into a Committee of the whole Houle on the 
Canada hill. Lord Cathc.irt took the chair. 

Mr. Graham and another Counfel were called to the bar, 
in fupport of rhe petitions 011 the table againft diflerent 
claufes of the bill. 

After Counfel had been heard, 

Lord Lord Grenville role, and fa'.d, he did not think himfelf 
Great illc. called upon, on the prefent occaflon, to go into the bili rhat 
was palled feventeen years ago common! v called the Quebec 
A< 51 ; nor did he conceive that it was neccflary to enter much 
at large into any argument to fliew that it was proper to 
make fome alterations in that adl. He did not think hiin- 
felf then called on to pronounce on that att either one way 
or another. That bill, his Lordfhip fuid, palled under par¬ 
ticular circumftances; but how far it was well or ill adapted 
to thofe circumftances, he had no m r ormation; artd if he 
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bad* be conceived it was not at all iwceflary at that moment 
•WBler into any fuch difcuffion. It Wa* fufficient to fay, 
that lame alteration was certainly neceffary, both from a 
eonfipration of the prefent circumftances of the times, and 
alfo from a confederation that that bill contained a' plain in-, 
dieatkm that it was puffed with a view to its particular ap¬ 
plication to the circumftances then exifting, and the Parlia¬ 
ment at that time forefaw that an alteration would be neoef- 
fary in fomr future period, when it would be proper to adopt 
another plan. 

That moment, he conceived, was now arrived. There 
was no neceffity for withholding from the inhabitants of Ca¬ 
nada a participation of thofe privileges which were enjoyed 
by the inhabitants of every other Britifh colony. The pro¬ 
vince of Canada ftood in a different fituation from the other 
Britifh pofleflions in America. It was not a colony planted, 
or originally conquered by this country, and to which the 
laws of Great Britain might be tranfported; but it was a 
province conquered from another nation, a colony already 
in pofteffion of fettled laws, already in pofletiion of much 
agriculture, and of an extenlive commerce. .This was the 
-ftate, with regard to the great majority of the Lower Pro¬ 
vince of Qiiebec; but there had been particular circumftances, 
lince the conclufion of the laft peace, which had created a 
population in Upper Canada of a different fort; a population 
which had not only been formerly acquainted with Britifh 
privileges, but which had retired to that country for the 
exprefs purpofe of enjoying them in greater perfection than 
they could elfewhere. 

After thefe preliminary obfervations, his Lordfhip entered 
into a moft ableiuftification of all the principal claufes of the 
bill. He faid, from the circumftance of the inhabitants of 
the province confiftingof two clafies, it was judged proper to 
divide the province into Upper and Lower Canada, fuch tli- 
vifion having a di Hindi legillature'within it felt. It had been 
ftated that the French inhabitants of Canada were fo much 
attached to the prejudices of the Canadians, to their cuftoms, 
laws, and manners, as to prefer them to the laws of Eng¬ 
land. He thought ‘fuch an attachment deferved a better 
name than that of prejudice. He conceived it was an at¬ 
tachment founded in reafon, or in fomething'better than rea- 
fon; in the beft feelings of the human heart. Hi? Lordfhip 
(aid, it was undoubtedly a rpiftake to fuppofe that any Go¬ 
vernment was free only as it approached to democratic prin¬ 
ciples. Ahfolute monarchy, abfolute ariftocracy, abfolute 
democracy, had, in the hiftory of mankind, beei\ tried in 
tine fcale of experience, and had been found wanting. Our 
•wn conftitution, which was compounded of th.efe three, 
you XX*. G g w« 
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was tbe firft in the world, and the envy of every furround¬ 
ing nation. It was for that reafon that they were now about 
to communicate the bleflings of the Englifh conftitutjon to 
the fubje&s of Canada, becaufe they were fully convinced 
that it was the b?ft in the world. The Legiflature of Ca¬ 
nada confided of three parts, reprefenting that of this coun¬ 
try. The Governor reprelented the King ; the Jegiilative 
Council reprelented that body in this country, whom he 
then had the honour of addrefling ; and it had been objected, 
among other things, to that Council, that it would confiftof 
two.different clafles of perfbns, fome only to fit for life, and 
others by inheritance. He fa id, there was precifel y the fame 
obje&ion to the augufl allembly he had then the honour of 
addrefling; fomc of that Houfe derive their titles by inhe¬ 
ritance, while others only fit for life, and a third clafs only 
during one Parliament. 

It had been dated, he faid, as an obje&ion to this bill, that 
the lower province might opprefs the higher province, as all 
thejrnde of the higher province muft come through the lower 
province; the lower province might enafil what duties it 
pleafed, and might harrafs and opprefs the upper province to 
any extent, and that Great Britain could not poflibly inter¬ 
fere confidently with her profeffion of giving a free conftitu- 
tion to Canada. He conceived that there was a difference 
between a free conflitution, and a free and independent con- 
iVitution. Great Britain had not only the power of ena&ing 
laws, which were obligatory on the inhabitants of this coun¬ 
try, hut Ihe could alter and new model thofe laws acrording 
to the circumflances and exigencies of the times. If this 
were not fo, is would be impoflible for a nation to improve 
in any one part of its conflitution; and if Great Britain had' 
a fuperinteuding power over the laws and government of this 
country, he conceived that fhe had the fame power over 
Canada; and that if the lower province were to opprefs the 
upper province, by impoling exorbitant duties, it was com¬ 
petent to this country to hold the balance betweeu the two 
provinces, and to remove the grievance. * * 

Another objection had been taken to this bill, becaufe all 
the commercial law of England had not been transferred in 
a lump to Canada. His Lordfhip faid, he conceived that 
iuch a flep would have been attended with many inconveni¬ 
ences. In the fir it place, many parts of the commercial 
Jaws of this country did not at all apply to Canada ; and 
even in the city of London, where trade and commerce were 
better underflood than in any nation upon the face of the 
globe, it was conceived improper to admit common juries at 
Guildhall, to exercife the rights of juries on mercantile 
queftions,. which were always tried by fpecial juries of mer-. 
* . . chants*. 
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chants. If this were fo, how much Hron^er did it apply to 
tb&inhabitants of Canada, who were infinitely lefs acquaint* 
ed wuth the commercial law of this country, than any per- 
fons In the city of London ? If this fyftem, therefore, were 
to bq introduced, it would be attended with the greateft un¬ 
certainty and confufion. 

Another obje&ion that had been Hated to this bill was, 
that it had not rendered the Judges independent. His Lord- 
Ihip faid, this was certainly a circumftance of very great im¬ 
portance, and a moll definable objedl; but from the prefent 
uncertain llate of the law in Canada, he thought the ap¬ 
pointing Judges in the way in which they were appointed in 
Great Britain, would be attended with much more evil than 
good. In this country no danger could nofTibly be appre¬ 
hended from appointing a Judge for life, becaufe the laws 
were fo well known, and the bar fo enlightened, that if an 
improper a& were to be committed by any Judge, it was 
lure to be detailed, expofed, and punillied. He believed, 
however, that the Judges of this country afted ' cr. a 
higher and a better principle; they were uulv *iL of the 
facred nature of their office, and the moral M:Jigntions they 
were under to do their duty. Although the Judges of Ca¬ 
nada were not made independent by this bill, as it was at 
prefent conceived improper to appoint them but during their 
good behaviour, yet he conceived the time was very near 
when this could he done, fo as to be produdive of the greateft 
good. Before it could be done, there mult Ik* a general fyi- 
tem of iwiiown laws, and fuch falaries fettled eii the Judges, 
as would induce men of real abilities to undertake thole of¬ 
fices. 

His Lordlhip next adverted to the Hate of the clergy, and 
went very folly into this part of the hill, Ihewing that they 
had been anxious to make a decent and proper maintenance 
for the ProteHant clergy of Canada. He laid the Govern¬ 
ment of Great Britain had been anxious to communicate to 
Canada a participation of all the bieilings of the Lnglifh 
conHitution, as far as the circumHances of the cafe would 
admit. They did not mean to give Canada exactly the fame 
conHitution, as, for in dance, 558 reprefentatives. That was 
tmpolBble in the nature of things; but their great object had 
been to adhere as nearly as pollible to the purity and prin¬ 
ciples of the Knglifli conHitution in every part of the bill ; 
agd being confcious that the hill, upon the whole, was likely 
to anfwer the purpofes for which it was intended, he hoped 
it would meet with that fupport and attention from their 
Lordlhips, which the magnitude and importance of its object 
required. * 

G g z Lord 
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tard Lord Abingdon tiki, he rofe to give his'hearty aflent to the 
Abingdon bill, and to exprefs bis approbation of it, as k was ftnuvdtd 
on two reafons that very forcibly impreffed themfelves^wi his 
mind; reafons, however, which, inafmuch as hemigh^ have 
occufion, at forae future time more particularly to dtfcufc, 
he Ihould then, without any deduction of argument from 
them, content himfelf with the bare retention of; and the 
Teafons were thefe: firft, that this bill operates as a repeal of 
. two of the moft unfortunate, if not the moft un wife, ads, to 
fay no worfe of them, that ever found their way into the fta- 
tute books; he meant the ad of the 14th of the prefent 
reign, cammonly called the Quebec A 61 , and the ad of the 
16th of ihe fame reign, commonly called the Declaratory 
Ad ; ads, the firft of which laid the foundation-ftone of 
difunion between the North American colonies and this 
country, from the terrors of defpotifm that were therein held 
out, planned, enaded, and given to that country, for its 
form of government; and the fecond riveted that difunion, 
by attending to carry into effed the declaration of a right 
44 to hind in all cafes whatfoever,” of which he forebore to 
fpeak : both tjiefe ads, by this bill, were repealed. 

1 he fecond reafon impreffed upon his mind, was* that by 
this bill, this country was reftored to its right, not of inter¬ 
nal legiflation over the colonies, for that right it never had, 
notwitbftanding the pretended omnipotence of the Declara¬ 
tory ad, but to its certain, undoubted, and acknowledged 
externa] right of regulating the commerce of all its depen¬ 
dencies, for the fake of the navigation, and, infomuch, for 
the fafety and general benefit of the whole Britifh empire; a 
right which, if preferved, America had not been loft; which, 
if maintained, and not given up to Ireland, as it was, Ire¬ 
land had not been in the ftate it had been, in the ftate he, 
feared eventually it would be. But lie would fay no more on 
this fubjed, referving himfelf to forae other opportunity for 
a more ample difeuffion of it, in confequence of a motion 
which he might think proper to fubmit to their Lordfhip«. 
But there was one other fhort remark which he would make - 
upon this bill, and that was, that the bill was new of its 
kind, it being, as far as he knew, the firft, (except the for¬ 
mer unprecedented Quebec bill, unprecedented in every view 
of it) by which a conftitution is given by an ad of the Le- 
giflature to any of the colonies. Formerly, the conftitu¬ 
tion, or forms of government, in the colonies, were derived 
from the executive Government of this country. This form¬ 
ed the relation and connedion between one and the other* 
This gave the colony the idea of one headfhip, of one King, 
without the idea of a Houfe of Lords, or fioufe of Com¬ 
mons, 
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mons, which involved in it the idea of a legiflatdre, and 16 , 

«*f courfe of legiilation; and the executive Government, be¬ 
ing part of the confutation of this country, and under the 
guidance and control of its Legiflature, whilft it communi¬ 
cated to the colonies the true principles of the conftitution, 
it governed and controlled them in the application, and kept 
them in the ufe and exercife of thofe principles. This was 
the dependency; and wife and juft it feemed to be; but whether 
this new dependency upon the Legiflature, in Head of the 
executive Government, he wifer and more juft, remained to * 
be proved. His Lordlhip faid, he fhould, however, vote 
for the bill as it now was. 

Lord Rawdon faid, that after what had been fo ably and Lord 
eloquently argued at their Lord (hips’ bar in fupport of the al- Rawdwa. 
legations, contained in all the petitions that had been prefented 
to the Houfe, it would be both needlefs and unbecoming hi 
him to detain the Houfe with many obfervations from him 
upon the bill. Still, however, he would rely on their in¬ 
dulgence, while he ftated a very few remarks on the three 
principal points, which feemed to thofe who were inoft con- 
verfant, and beft informed on the fnbjeCf, tcJ be the moft ex¬ 
ceptionable, and which required to be particularly defined and 
well underftood, before we ventured to make them any part 
of the legiflative fyftem for a country, the interefts, prof* 
perity, and general ha^pinefs of which depended much upon 
the laws and regulations we were now about to frame for its 
future Government. Thefe points were, firft. The divifioa 
of the provinces. Secondly, The creating of heriditary no» 
bility. And laftly, The independency of the Judges to be 
appointed for Canada. In all the able and merited pane¬ 
gyric which the noble Secretary of State had pronounced 
upon the excellence of the Britiih conftitution he perfectly 
^agreed with him, and likewife would be the better pleafed, 
the more of it that we could transfer to the new form of Go¬ 
vernment for Canada; at the fame time he was well aware of 
the difficulty which muft prefent itfelf to their Lordfhips* 
minds, and the caution which they niuft exercife when about 
to undertake fo arduous a talk as that which was now before 
them. He knew that it was not practicable to introduce the 
whole of the Englifh laws, either criminal or commercial, at 
once; but had no doubt that a knowledge of loch parts pf 
them as might be transferred to Canada now, would lbon en¬ 
courage the gradual introduction of more. 

With regard to the divifion of Canada, he never had been 
prepared by any thing he had heard to give his approbation of 
it; on the contrary, in the way propofed by the bill, he 
thought it would be facrificing, in fonie meafure, one part of 
the province to the other; and he owned, likewife, that he 
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was not quite fatisfied that there was a power in the Crown, 

' to make fiich a divifion as that marked out by the bill; hut 
on this, he confefled, the learned gentlemen at the bar had 
left little for him to fay. The experiment of hereditary mo¬ 
bility, which the hill fet forth, he was afraid, could not be 
attended with any good efte&, and from what information he 
bad been able to colled, and form any judgement upon, 
would rather be a dangerous and unneceflary fchone ; for he 
would afk, of what clafs thofe people were, that it was in¬ 
tended to make nobility ? Was there, by the exiting laws of 
Canada, any fet of men, wh fe property entitled them to 
form any fort of a proper, refpe&able, at id ufeful nobility ? 
He feared there was not; and even if there fliould be, at this 
moment, what might be reckoned a fuflicient number to 
form the nece/Tary degree of arillocracy in that province, 
might it not be a tjueftion, whether it were proper to confer 
hereditary honours upon them, or of what utility that could 
be to the other inhabitants. 

The other point, he faid, arofe from what had been men¬ 
tioned, as it always was with the giean 11 fatisfaetjon and ap- 
probation, by trvery well wiflier to the country, as one very 
material branch of the llritilh conftitution, the independency 
of our Judges. Now, as far as he could underftand the provi- 
fions of the bill, and that claufe making the Council for life, 
be could not perceive any one provifon or article that, in his 
mind, tended to make them independent, as the Judges in 
England were. For it was not meiely bccaufc an Englifli 
Judge held his office during good behaviour, that he was in¬ 
dependent, for the law has wifely provided an allowance of 
income which enables him to hold his lituation with dignity, 
and adds, in a moil material and cfleiitial manner to his inde¬ 
pendence. 

His Lordfhip faid, that the gentleman, whom he had heard 
was to be honoured w r ith the appointment of Governor, was 
one, of all others, the fitteft and moll to be wifhed for by 
the country. His intelligent mind, his generous and liberal 
manners, his active fpirit, and peculiar abilities for that fili¬ 
ation, rendered him, in an eminent degree, the propereft per- 
fonthat Miniilers could have fcle&cd for that appointment; 
and certain he was, that the choice would redound to their 
honour and credit. If Canada was to be governed under the 
prefent bill, it would be well for this country, and well for 
Canada, that Colonel Simcoe was the Governor; ant^he 
hoped and milled that Miniilers would make it worth his 
while; and more particular! y, as by undertaking this ardu¬ 
ous, and perhaps not altogether agreeable talk, he was giv¬ 
ing up a fituatiou of eafe, refpedlabilitv and affluence at home. 
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His Lord (hip entered into a good many general observation* 
on the tendency of the bill) and always thought that in form* 
ing a new fyftetn of Government for any country, the willies 
of the people, and happinefs of the fociety to be governed, 
wasthe principle molt to be attended to, as their fatisfa&ion 
and prosperity were the objects moft to he defired. He con* 
eluded byobferving, that though there were fome claufes that 
he wiflied left out, and others altered, he did not mean to 
make any of thofe amendments now, he meant to have done 
when he came down to the Houfe, trufting he would have a 
proper opportunity, in common with other noble Lords, of 
giving due cynlideration to every thing contained in the bill. 

■ LordPorchefterfpoke.it coniideiable length, and followed 
the noble Secretary of State through all the claufes of the 
bill, upon each of which he commented, ref rving his amend¬ 
ments, in hopes that they would not be pufhed through the 
Committee that night. 

Vifcount Stormont combated Lord Grenville’s flatement 
of the different proviftons in the hill, and fupported the ar¬ 
gument of Lord Rawdon ami Lord Porchefter : to which he 
added many obfei vations of his own. He trufted that the 
noble Secretary of State had no wilh to hurry this hill through 
the Houfe in any indecent and precipitate manner; he rather 
luppofed that the intention was merely for form lake, to go 
through one or two claules to-night and report progrefs.— 
Havingihat in view, his Lordfhip faid, he would not fay fo 
much as he would have done at an earlier hour of the night, 
and approved of the conduCl of his noble friends, in deferring 
their objections and amendments till the dillerent claufes came 
^note partic.ul.nly to he dilculfed. 

• Lord Loughborough ftated fevcral very forcible objections to 
the bill, wh.ch he was deft rows of correcting, without ma¬ 
terially altering the claufes. He fliewed thai they were fuf- 
ceptiblc of an eafy alteration to meet his ideas, and wiflied 
that their Lordfliips would take a day to go into the dilcuf- 
iion for the purpoie of the amendments. 

Lord Grenville agreeingto go into the Committee to-mor¬ 
row nr Wedncfday, 

• The Houfe adjourned. 

. Tuefday, 31JI May, 

Lord King rofe, purfuant to the notice he had given yefter- 
day, and begged leave to call the attention of the Houfe to a 
fubjeCl which he conftdered of the greatefl magnitude and 
importance; not on account of the individual who was moft 
interefted in it, hut as it materially concerned their Lordfhips, 
and every fubjeCt in this country. FJe faid, that on a former 
day, he had the honour of prefenting a petition from Mr. 
i- j. I Haftings; 
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Haftings; which, although it lay upon the table, Ail! he 
could not fay had entirely efcaped their Lordihips’ attention's 
he muft again bring the prayer of it under difcuffion. He 
then expatiated on the great length of the trial, the hard¬ 
ships that the prifoner muft have fuftered, and the uncertainty 
of the period when it would be ended. He was aware, htc 
Lordihip faid, that objections might be made to the motion 
he intended to bring forward an account of the probable du¬ 
ration of Mr. Haftings's defence; but in order to do away 
thcfe, and clear up that point, he would, with the leave of 
the Houfe, read a letter which he had received from Mr, 
Wallings on that fubjedt, occaftoned, as it Stated* by his hav¬ 
ing given notice of his motion for this day; the principal 
part of the letter was refpedting the time which he would re¬ 
quire to make his defence; which, without meaning to enter 
into any tiling like a enmpromife, he would limit to fourteen 
days; or, if the Houfe would not agree to that, to feven; 
being extremely anxious to have the trial ftniihed before thi* 
fetlion of Parliament was prorogued. His Lordihip added 9 
few more obfervations, and concluded by moving, fc< That 
“ an humble a^drefs be prefented to His Majefty, praying, 
€t that he would be gracioufly pleafed not to prorogue the pre- 
“ lent Parliament until the trial of Warren Haftings, Lfq, 
was brought to a conclufion 

Lord Lord Grenville faid, he muft oppofe the noble Lord’s mo* 
Grenville, tion, for many weighty reafons, fo me of which he would ftatjS 
to the Houfe as ihortly as poflible. In the firft place, he 
confidered any fuch add refs, as that moved by the noble 
Lord, as an infringement upon the King’s prerogative, which 
the c'ycumftance it referred to by no means warranted; and 
in the next, if their Lordihips were to agree to this addrefr, 
it could in no degree be attended with the efFedt which thofe 
, , who framed it intended it fhouJd; and as to the propofttionof 

limiting to a certain number of days, weeks, or any parti¬ 
cular period, Mr. Haftings’s defence, it was too abfurd, his 
Lordihip fiid, to be attended to for a moment; and if it had 
been a practicable thing, would it not be an infult upon the 
dignity of the Houfe, and the honour of their Lordfhips, 
were they to enter into any fuch compromife, by whatever 
name it might be called, as that propofed by the noble Lord 
for the priioner. He had faid, even if it was practicable, but 
certainly no man could fay it was. How did Mr. Haftings, 
a'ked his Lnrdfliip, know the queftions in evidence thafhfc 
defence might occafion on tlie part of the Houfe of Commons, 
or the delays that their Lordihips might think neceftary in 
examining and arguing the nature of fuch queftions? 

This furely the prifoner could know nothing of; and their 
Lordihips well knew, that great part of the delay, which 
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had taken place, was occafioned hy the various questions that 
arofe in the conrfe of the trial, which required to be difeufled 
in their Lordfhips* Houfe, and obliged them to interrupt the 
proceeding for the time. Was it not poffible, or rather, was 
it not very probable, that many queftions of that nature would 
in the future proceedings in that bufinefs ? And would 
any man, after this, treat that vague idea of finiihing it, in 
a limited number of days, with any thing elfe but con* 
tempt ? 

So mucl?l his Lordfhip faid, he had mentioned only as to 
the poflibility of the propofal ftated by the noble Lord ; but 
when he was to fpeak of the dignity, or, what was ftill of 
more con|«|uence, the juftice of making fuch a coinpromife 
with a priioher at their bar, fo as to oblige him to confine his 
defence to a ceitain number of days, when it was fcarcely 
poffible that he could Hate any thing like a refutation to ail 
that he had been charged with, he was fure their Lordfhips 
Wotild fhudder at the idea of paffing judgement either one 
way or other upon a perfonf to whom they had not given an 
opportunity to defend hitnfelf, after having been accufed in 
the inoft folemn and ferious manner. 

All this,-however, refpeCed their Lordfhips merely; but 
were the Houfe of Commons to be left entirely out of the 
confideration, might not they, by their Managers, aflert their 
claim of replying to the defence of Mr. Haftings, and might 
they not go ftill farjher, and aflert their claim to call more 
evidence in that reply, as well as to comment upon, or refer 
to any evidence that had formerly been given ? Such a claim 
the Commons cert.'inly had; there were precedents of its hav¬ 
ing been made, and there was no reafon to think in this in- 
ftance, that if the Houfe of Commons thought it requifite 
they would not aflert it in their reply. Who then' could 
have the confidence to fay, that the defence or reply would be 
finifhed in a certain number pf days, weeks, or months? 

Their Lordfhips knew well, that on fome of the charges, 
the fpeeches extend to fuch length, as to occupy their Lord- 
fliips’ attention for days; and this, his Lordftitpfaid, he did. 
not mention as ridicule, becaufe that trial was Certainly con¬ 
duced by men of as much ability, information, and confti- 
tutional knowledge, as any trial could be ; and therefore, had 
they not thought it absolutely necefTary to purfue the line 
which they followed, they would not have done it. 

After a variety of obfervations upon the fubje&s of the ad- 
dfefs, and the numberlefs inconveniencies that would attend 
fuch a mode of procedure, his Lordihip contended that agree¬ 
ing to it would be an infringement on the prerogative of the 
Crown, in a manner that was improper, if not wrong; and 
lapoft a point, that of proroguing Parliament, in which, of 
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* ail others, they had the leaft right to interfere, and parti¬ 

cularly when their Lordlhips mud fee that it was delegating 
that prerogative to fevcral different powers, none of whom 
had the (mailed right to exercife it. It was nothing fliort of 
veiling the King’s prerogative in Mf. Haftings, in the ma¬ 
nagers, in the Houfe of Commons, and in their Lord^iips, 
thereby making the Parliament completely independent of 
the Crown, with regard to its own exiftence, an encroach¬ 
ment upon the Royal prerogative, which it would be no lei's 
^improper than indecent to undertake. , 

Hurl Earl Stanhope rofe next, m.l obfervcd, that although he 
Stanhope, had determined not to enter into the prefeut debate, the very 
extraordinary and wonderful do&rine which hi^ noble friend 
and relation had juft laid down, would not ptr^nit him to 
remain illent. Their Lordlhips had been told, what he ne¬ 
ver would hear with patience, or pafs in filence; that they, 
or the other Houfe of Parliament, had not a right to advife 
the King upon the exercife of any of his prerogatives; a floe- 
trine that of the mod mifehievous tendency, and ought no 
fooner to be heard than reprobated. The noble Earl faid, he 
would undertake to convince their Lordlhips, if any doubt 
could remain amongft them on that point, that what the no¬ 
ble Secretary had faid on the impropriety of Parliament 
giving their heft advice to the Throne, was a very uncoufti- 
tulional way of fpeaking in that Houfe. 

As to the objeift of the prefent addrefs, to Ihorten the trial 
of Mr. Haftings, his Lordlhip faid, he believed every body 
wilhed it as much as he did; though, perhaps, all of their 
Lordlhips had not made it their bulinefs to attend that trial 
fo conftantly as he had done, having never been five minutes 
abfent from it. He had afked Mr. Haftings'* Counfel fome 
days ago, what time the defence would require, and they 
could not tell him; upon which he certainly had determined 
to vote againft any addrefs for the continuance of the feffion, 
until it was concluded. Now, however, he had changed his 
mind, when he heard the noble Lord ftate, from the heft au* 
thority, that it would only require feven days, if their Lord¬ 
lhips thought proper not to grant more; from this, therefore, 
he was inclined to vote for the addrefs, but at the fame time 
thought that it might be amended, fo as to he more likely to 
meet with the concurrence of both Tides of the Houfe; the 
amendment he would propofe was, “ that the Parliament 
“ might not be prorogued, until Mr. Haftings had finilhed 
** his defence.” • 

Lord Mulgrave replied to Lord Stanhope in a fpeech of 
considerable length, and fupported v the arguments of Lord 
Grenville. 


Lord 
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Lord Hawke faid, it was feidom that he troubled their Lord*- Lord 
Blips, and he did not mean to detain the Houfe long on the Hawke, 
prelent queftion. He. certainly agreed with the noble Earl, 
that the Houfes of Parliament had a right to advife, though 
not\>di£late to the Crown, and upon fuch occa lions it had 
been imtal, when an addrefs, like the prcfent, was prefented to 
the Throne, to have for anfwer, that His Majefty had received 
their addrefc. and would be gracioully pleafed to take it into 
confideratiofl; and this had generally been accompanied with 
his defire to proceed in the buiinefs, of which the addrefs re¬ 
lated, with all convenient difpatch. With the leave of the 
noble Lord&^who had fpoken before him, he would move an 
amendment to leave out all the words after “ That an hum- 
“ ble addrefs,” and intert other words ; fo that the motion 
thus amended would Hand, “ That an humble addrefs be 
** prefented to HisMajellv, humbly to Hate to His Majefty, 
u ^Ifat the Commons having clofed their evidence upon the 
“ trial of Warren Haftings, Efq., and this Houfe being de- 
firous to proceed to the hearing of his defence, this Houfe 
et humbly requefts that His Majefty will be plealed to take 
“ the fame into his Royal confideration.” * 

Earl Stanhope and Lord King, approving of the amend¬ 
ment, withdrew their motions, with the leave of the Houfe; 
and juft as the queftion was about to be put. 

The Marquis of Lanfdown rofe; he faid, he knew nothing Marquis 
of an intention to move fuch an addrefs as that now before Laa f- 

their Lordihips, until he faw by the newfpaper that morn- down * 
ing the notice that had been given of it. In his mind, the 
Marquis faid, none of the noble Lords, who had yet fpoken 
in the debate, had taken up the bufinefs in the proper point 
of view. As to the extraordinary do&rine that the noble 
Secretary had introduced into the debate, Anting that their 
Lordihips, and the other Houfe of Parliament, had no right 
to advife His Majefty on the exercife of his prerogative to 
diftblve or prorogue Parliaments, his Lordftiip faid, an af- 
iertion that few would have made in that Houfe, and that he 
fcarcely, at this time of day, expelled to have heard from a 
Minrfter in his place. But as that part of his fpeech had 
been very properly and fully anfwered by the noble Earl, he 
would not fay a fmgle word more upon it, faither, than that 
if it were admitted, and Minifters allowed to come down to 
the Houfe with fuch arguments, it was needlefs for their 
Lt>rdfhipsto meet or deliberate upon any fubjelt of import¬ 
ance to the country; as moft matters of importance might be 
fome how connected with the Royal prerogative; and whe¬ 
ther it was to point out the ruinous confequences of a Ruffian 
war, the neceffity for eftablifhing a peace, or any other bu- 
fipefs of equal confequence to the country* where the ad- 
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vie# of Parliament might bp ufeful and proper, the Minifters 
woulil tell them, you have no right to interfere with the 
Ring’s prerogative: in our opinion, our own conduct has not 
pccafioned circumftances that warrant your advice. And 
thus, in (lead of calling together Parliament upon any 'Teat 
pmergency, the prefent Minifters meant to introduc*** p a new 
method, and fend them about their builnefs, as a/i ufelefs 
and troublefome body, when they had much work upon their 
hands which they, no doubt, could carry on 'much better 
without any Parliament. This, he took to b i the precife 
Hate of the noble Lord’s do<ftrine. 1 

As to the impeachment, he was forry that noble Lords, 
both to-night, and on the queftion of abatemetifL^ eeine d to 
have a great deal too much feeling and consideration for Mr. 
Haftings; and regretted much, that any pwi&bility of bring¬ 
ing the trial to 3 fpeedy conclufiou would deprive him of 
making fo proper and ample a defence, as they wilhea^iim 
to have an opportunity of doing. Now, with all due lub- 
miffion to their fuperior judgement and humanity, the noble 
Marquis faid, he (bought he might, without any great danger 
to Mr. Haftings, or the caufe of juftice, fuggeft, that if he 
was content to finifh his defence in a given time, he and his 
Counfel might be allowed to know whether fuch a proceed¬ 
ing was likely to be of fervice to his caufe, of not. At any 
rate, he could not avoid faying, that by making fuch a pro- 
pofai, Mr. Haftings feemed to have a confcioufnefs and reli¬ 
ance upon his own innocence, which induced him even to 
truft his defence, fuch as it might be in the Short time he was 
to make it, not only to their Lordffiips, but open to the re¬ 
ply of the Managers; efpecially if, as the prefent motion 
Hated, the defence only was to be made this fpffion, and that 
and the accufatiop to be in their pofleflion all the interme¬ 
diate fpace, which he owned was certainly, however unfa¬ 
vourable or otherwile to Mr- Haftings, a much fairer way of 
making up their minds, anc) preparing for the foiemn talk, of 
judgement, than from any notes, that they might have takeq 
at different times in the courfe of the trial. 

The Marquis ftud, (here vjras one point with regard to the 
whole of this long-continued perception, [here Lord Hard- 
wicke called the noble Lord to order, and a Iked, whether it; 
yvas decent to apply fuch an expreflion to the trial and pro¬ 
ceedings of both Houfesof Parliament?] His Lordftiip re¬ 
plied, he would call it profecution then, if the noble Laid 
preferred the word; but what lie meant to fay was concern¬ 
ing a point, wherein the conduct of thofe of the prefent Ad- 
miniftration, who had taken part in fupporting this impeach¬ 
ment, appeared to him to be inconfiftent; it was notorious, 
be faidj that the very fame meafures and fyftem of Govern- 
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merit, for which Mr. Haftings had undergone this long pro- 
traded trial, were now purfuing in India, approved by the 
Government there, and fan&ioned by the Board of Con trout 
at home. 

As tothe Commons, he thought if their Lordfhips were as 
clear ofVhe propriety to conclude the bulinefs as fpeedily a* 
poffible, Aey would certainly agree to this addrefs. The 
Commons n^d exhibited twenty articles againft Mr. Haft- 
, ings, and weranow content to fum up and finiOi their profe- 
cution, when Inly four had been gone through. As to their 
claim of reply! and bringing evidence after the defence was 
concluded, thcpigh he did not mean to fay that there would be 
up fucli ckufm, bethought the lefs it was infilled upon the 
better, and Ihat it was a claim not to be aflerted before any 
other Courr in the kingdom in any criminal cafe, except in 
the cafe pf impeachment. And it was to he concluded that if 
it eve^had been a claim founded either on juftice or reafon, it 
woi/tl have been introduced into the Courts below; for, in 
his mind, there was little difference to the lubjedf, whether 
he was to be tried in that Houfe, or any where elfe. 

S Having treated the conduct of Miniftry with a good deal 
of afperity, the Marquis faid, it mufl appear obvious to every 
perion acquainted with the prefent fituation of this and other 
countries, that the impeachment had nothing to do with the 
prorogation cf Parliament; there were other reafons for ad¬ 
journing; they knew the anxiety and alarm that prevailed all 
over the country; they knew that we had a fleet ready to fail 
at the fhorteft notice, and that the country was likely either 
to he fuddenly embroiled in a ruinous and burthenfome war, 
or additionally loaded with the expence of fruitlcfs arma¬ 
ments, to back the mockery of their bullying threats and de¬ 
mands; all which, tliey likewife knew, muft induce the peo¬ 
ple, and thefe whofe duty it is to watch over their interefts, 
to make fome inquiries, that wouid not be either pleafant or 
profitable to their ridiculous, wild, and miftaken politics.— 
Knowing this, they had wifely determined to prorogue Par¬ 
liament, and by thofe means get rid of all inquiry, the refuJt 
of which might force them to fay or do any thing that was 
likely to give fatisfa&ion to the people or to Parliament. 

Lord Grenville with much warmth replied to the Marquis, 
and entered into a fpirited defence of thole who had fupported Grenville, 
the impeachment in the Houfe of Commons, where he had 
thehonour to be at that time; and if there were any amongft 
their Lordfhips who felt that the cenfure came home to them, 
he faid, he would be forry for it; however, he did not believe 
there was one in the Houfe who could accufe himfelf of hav¬ 
ing done any thing in that bufinefs, that was inconfifient ci¬ 
ther with his honour or duty. The illiberal and unhand fome 
'' ’■ iniinu- 
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nfinuations of tlie noble Lord would have but little effe&, 
being equally groundless and misapplied. His Lordfhip de¬ 
nied that he had in his former Speech aflerted, that Parlia¬ 
ment had no right to f|ive advice to the Crown. What he 
iaid was, that Some Sort of delicacy Ihould be obpfrved in 
meddling with the King's prerogative, except whfS circum¬ 
stances warranted their interference, and that lieAaw no ne- 
ceflity for it on this occafion. 

The queflion was then put, and the motior for the addrefs 
negatived without a cHvifion. 

The order of the day was then read, for t le Second read¬ 
ing of the Catholic Bill*, when, V 

\ Lord 

3 

i 

* The following is a copy of the Memorial prefented by the Roman 

Catholics : * 

v. 

To the Right Honourable William Pitt, FirftLordof the Trt.jfury, 

and Chancellor of His Majefty’s Court of Exchequer, &c. Sc<. 

The Memorial of His Majefty’s Englilh Subj-Cts, profc fling the Ca- 
• tholic Religion, 

Shewcth, 

THAT by the laws now in force againft perfons profefling the Ca¬ 
tholic religion, your Mcmortalifts are deprived of many of the rights 
of Englilh fubjefb, and the common rights of mankind. 

They arc prohibited, under the moft fevere penalties, exercifing 
any a-.'t of religion according to their own mode of worfliip. 

They are fubje£fc to heavy punilhments for keeping fchools for edu¬ 
cating their children in their own religious principles at home, and 
they are alfo fubjed: to heavy punishments, for fending their children 
for education abroad. 

They are made incapable of ferving jin His Majefty’s armies and 
navies. 

They are reftrained from pra&ifing the law as Barriftcrs, Advo¬ 
cates, Solicitors, Attornies, or Profiot's. 

They arc obliged, on every occafian, to difdofe the moft fecrct 
transactions of their families, by reafon of the expenfive and perplex¬ 
ing obligation of inrolling their deeds. 

They are fubjc&ed, by annual ads of the Legiflature, to the igno¬ 
minious fine of the double land tax. 

They are deprived of that conftitutional right of Englilh freeholders, 
voting for county members. They arc not allowed to vote at the elec¬ 
tion of any other members. They are therefore abfolutely unrepre- 
fented in Parliament. 

They *are excluded from all places, civil and military. «> 

They are difqualified from a feat in the Houfe of Commons. 

Their Peers are deprived of their hereditary feat in Parliament ; 

And their Clergy, for exercifing their functions, are expofed to the 
hcavieft penalties and punilhments, and in fomc cafes to death. 

That the laws which fubjrCt them to tlielc difabilities, penalties, 
and punilhments, were palled againft them in times of intolerance, for 
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Lord Rawdofi rofe, and prefaced a Ihort fpeech with re- j_ e „i 
gretting much the abfence of the Chancellor. His Lordfhip RawdoiW 
explained the principle of the hill, the hardfliips and oppref- 
fion under which that clafs of His Majefty’s iubjedls laboured, 

whom 

•. • 

crimes of which they are not guilty, and for principles which they do 
'not profcfi. V 

That if anySgiotives of policy ever exifted, which, in any point of 
view', or by thefi?pinions of any fet of men, could juftify the general 
necelfity or expediency of thofir laws, they have long fincc entirely 
ccafed to continuathem ; therefore muft be unjuft, as it withholds 
from fo many ful^cfls the firft rights and comforts of lociety ; unwile, 
as it produces djiunioa among the people t and impolitic, as it deprives 
the State of th| labours and fervices of iomany of its loyal fubjc£ls. 

That by tly gracious and falutary aft palled in the zoth year of his 
prefent Rlajefty, that one particular law which moft prevented their 
fafety, ajquietly enjoying their landed property, was formally rc- 
pcaled/and an oath pitlcribcd to them, by which, in the mod folemn, 
moft explicit, and moft unequivocal terms, they difclaim the belief, 
that there cxifis in any foreign Prince, Prelate, State, or Potentate, 
cither direflly or indirc&lv, any civil jurifdi&ion or power, faperiority 
y pre-eminence whatfoever, within this realm ; aiM by which, in 
terms equally explicit and unequivocal, they avow their abfolutc and 
unreferved allegiance and fidelity to His Majfcfly’s perfon and govern¬ 
ment, the fuctcifion of the ci own in his family, and the Britilh con* 
flitution. 

That the Engliflj Catholics have univerfilly taken this oath. 

That their general condu£l has been bhunclefs and inoffenftve. 

That they hold no principles which can be conllrued to extend to the 
fubverfion, difturbaucc, or difquiet of the civil or ccclcftaftical govei n- 
ment of this country. 

That they live in the complctefl harmony with their fellow-fubjecta, 
only feparated from them by a difference of opinion in matters «t reli¬ 
gion, and only prevented from falling into the general mafs of the 
community, by the diftin&inns produced an.! kept alive by the laws 
Hill remaining in force againft them. 

That the Bntifh Government, and the Nation r.t large, have long 
been fenfible of this ; and therefore (with an humanity iui which the 
Engliih Catholics arc truly giatcful) have not permitted the laws againft 
them to be extended in their utmoft extent. Hence, for a confiderable 
time, none of thefe taws which affeft their lives, have been carried 
into execution; and there have net been many mftanccs where thofe 
laws which affe£t their fortunes or their liberties, have been enforced. 
J^rofecutions againft them have received no aid from the Lcgiflature, no 
countenance from the Courts of Juftice, no encouragement from the 
Magiftracy, and no favour from the people. Informers againft them 
have"becn univerfally defpifed. The moft virtuous and enlightened 
men of the age have been their advocates. The nation is their friend, 
the letter of the law their only enemy. To that it is owing that they 
ftiU languiih under difabilities which cramp their induflry, prevent 
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whom he aeicnoea xo nr as joyai ana taitmui subjects as any 
HI* Majefty had, and for whofe relief this bill was intended. 
3t was the object of the bill, at the fame time that it gave re- 
drefs to the petitioners, to provide for the fecurity of the 
eftablifhed religion of the country. As far as it went, he 
faid, it had his approbation; and though it might nof. be per- 
fed, yet when in a Committee, it might receive fulh amend¬ 
ments as would make a v/ery fafe and falurary la fr. Had he 
been one of thole who framed it; he owned be fhould have 
wi/hed that it had been more comprehenfiv/ and had con¬ 
tained claufes to include all other Catholics/ as well as that 
body of them who were petitioners. His farther opinion*, 
his Lordfhip faid, he ihould referve till he heard other Lords 
0 deliver their minds upon the bill. \ 

Archbiftt. The Archbifhop of Canterbury faid he agfeM perfedly in 
of Canter- the principle of the bill, and wiihed as much as any man that 
bury* the penal llatutes were repealed. Nobody was farther from 
wifhing that Roman Catholics (hould fuffer forfeitu*;^, im- 
prifonment, or death, than he did; he therefore could hot he 
liippofed an enemy to the bill. Hut, he did not think it had 
fuch claufes as wrre fufficient for the fecurity of the efbb- 
li filed cl lurch, which he believed it was the intention of ti.' 
Catholics themfelves that it Ihould have, lie had likewife, 
he faid, objeftions to the oath, anti to the claufe allowing 
Catholics to teach fchools, which he thought was rather 
loofely worded; if, however, it went into a Committee, there 
were other amendments that it might undergo before it could 
be called a perfect bill. He regretted, ns well as the noble 
Lord, the abfenceof the noble and learned Lord, whofe opi¬ 
nions would have had fo much weight with the Houfe, and 
could not fay, whether by poftponing the commitment for a 
fhort time, there was a probability of his attendance or not. 
He therefore left it to the Houfe, to proceed as they thought 
fit, and would, when in a Committee, offer his obfervatious 
on the different claufes. 


their providing for their fanjiHe v , drive them from their own country 
for education, obtrude them on foreigners for their fubfiftencc, and 
make them, as it were, aliens among their fellow fubje£ts. 

That the doftrine of general toleration univcrfally prevails j and that 
HO pica can be urged for tolerating, in foreign countries, the diflidents' 
from the mode of ivoi (hip eftablifhed there, which may not with as great 
propriety be urged for tolerating in England thofe of the Catholic per- 
i'uafion. * 

Upon thefe grounds, your Memomlifts hope for your 
concurrence and fupport on their intended application 
for redrefs of their grievances. 
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The Biihop of St. Droid's, followed the right reverend BUSsop of 
Metropolitan, and addrefled the Houfe in a fpeech nearly to St- to»- 
thc following purport: * < , ▼«**•. 

My Lords, with great charity for the Roman Catholic^ 
with a perfe& abhorrence of the penal laws, 1 have my 
doubts, whether the bill for their relief, that has been fent 
up to u:. from the lower Houfe, comes in a fhape fit to be 
fent to a Oommittee. My Lords, it is not my intention to 
make any^prefs motipn,. to obftrudt the commitment of 
it, if 1 mould perceive that meafure to be the fenfe and in¬ 
clination of dhe Houfe. But I have my doubts, which I 
think it my dity to fubmit to your Lord (hips’ consideration. 

1- ixed, as I Lm, in the perfuaiion, that religion is the only 
folid foundation of civil focicty, and by conlequence that an 
eftabliihmejlt of religion is an eflential branch of every well 
conftrucftei/ polity, 1 am equally fixed in another principle* 
that it a duty, which the great law of chriftian charity 
impofseon the chriftian magiftrate, to tolerate chriftians of 
evecf denomination, feparated from the eftabliihed church 
by gonfcientious fcruples: with the exception of fuch (efts 
only, if any fuch there be, which hold - principles fo lubver- 
d!ve of civil Government in general, or lb hoilile to the par¬ 
ticular conftitution under which they live, as to render the 
extermination of fuch fedks an objedt of juft policy. My 
Lords, 1 have no lcruple to fay, that the opinions, which 
feparate the Roman Catholics of the prefent day from the 
cotnmunion of the church of England, are not of that 
dangerous completion. Times, my Lords, it is too well 
known, have been, when the towering ambition of the 
Roman clergy, and the tame fuperftition of the pebple ren¬ 
dered the hierarchy the rival of the civil Government, the 
triple mitre the terror of the Crown, in every ftate in 
Chriftendom. The reformation in this country, as it took 
its rife, not in any controversies upon fpeculative doftrines, 
but in a high-fpirited monarch’s manly renunciation of the 
Pope’s ufurped authority, in the claim of the original abfo- 
lute exemption of the church, no lefs than of the ftate of 
this kingdom, from all fubordination to the fee of Rome* 
excited a fpirit of intrigue among the adherents of the Pa¬ 
pacy againft the internal Government, which rendered every 
Roman Catholic, in proportion as he was confcientioully at¬ 
tached to the interefts of his church, a difaffedked, or, at 
the heft, a fulpedked fubjedfc. The revolution widened the 
breach, by the natural attachment of the fedfc to the abdi¬ 
cated family, which had ever favoured it. Happily for 
this country, and for the peace of mankind, thofe times are 
paft. My Lords, it is now univerfally underftood, that the 
extravagant claims of the church to a paramount authority 
Vol. XXX. I i over 



over the Rate, in lecuiar matters,’ ftamd confuted by the very 
firft principle of the ojjfemal charter of her inftitution, by 
thp early edi& of her divine and holy founder, that “ his 

kingdom is not of this world.” The ambition of the 
Roman Pontiff, by the redu&iom of his power and his for¬ 
tunes, is hecome contemptible and ridiculous in the eyes of 
his own party. And the extinction of the Stuart family 
leaves the Roman Catholics of this country no choice, but 
the alternative of continuing in the conditiop/bf aliens in 
their native land, or of bringing themfelves under the pro¬ 
tection of her laws, by peaceable fubmiflioit and loyal at¬ 
tachment to the exifting Government. My'Lords, in thefe 
circumflances, in this date of opinions, in thVs reduced con¬ 
dition of the Pope’s importance in the political world, in the 
actual Rate of the interefts of the Roman CatHplics of this 
country, l perfuade myfelf, that the long-wifhed-for feafon 
for the abolition of the penal laws is come. Eiifthncipated 
from the prejudices which once carried them away, the 
Roman Catholics are led by the genuine principles of *heir 
religion to iuoflenlive conduct, to dutiful fubmiffion'^nd 
cordial loyalty. My Lords, the Roman Catholics better 
underftand, than the thing feems to be underftood by many , 
of thofe who call themfelves our Proteftant brethren, irt 
what plain chara&ers the injunction of the unreferved fub- 
niiffion of the individual to the Government under which 
he is born, is written in the divine law of the gofpel. 

My Lords, with all this charity for Roman Catholics, 
with thefe feirt invents of the inexpediency of the penal 
laws, 1 mail ftill difapprove of the bill which is now of¬ 
fered for a ftcond reading. Your Lordfliips muft perceive, 
that, confiflently with the fentiments which I avow, I 
cannot quarrel with the hill for the relief it gives. No, my 
Lords. T he noble Lord who moved the fecond reading, has 
himfHf opened the grounds of my ohjefHons. My Lords, I 
ohjrcl to the hill that it is infuffeient to its own purpofe. 

. My Lords, I quarrel with the bill for the partiality of its 
operation. 

With tlie indulgence of your Lordlhips, I will endea¬ 
vour to explain, from what eircumftances rn the fabric, of 
fhe bill this defeat arifes. I will fet forth the importance of 
the objeflion, and then I will trouble your Lordfhips with 
«he reafons of my apprehenfion, that this ohjedlion is not 
likely to be done away by any amendments we can give the 
$ilt in the Committee. * 

My Lords, this bill is to relieve Roman Catholics front 
the penal laws under the condition that they take ail oath of 
allegiance, abjuration and declaration; the terms of which 
.oath tb* bill prescribes* The bill, therefore, will relieve fuch 
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Roman Catholics as tt&e this oath, and none elfe. Now’ 
sny Lords, it is, 1 befieve, a well known fa&, that a very 
great number, I believe 1 fhould be corre£t if I were to fay 
a very great majority, of the Roman Catholics fcruple the 
terms in which this oath is unfortunately drawn, and de¬ 
clare they cannot bring themfelves to take it. With the 
permiflion of the Houfe, I will enter a little into the 
detail oLtheir objections; not that 1 mean to go at pre- 
fent into a difeuflion upon all the imperfections of the oath. 

I concur in every one of the objeftions made by the moft 
reverend Metropolitan ; but I (hall not touch upon thefe ob¬ 
jections, bej aufe they have been ably Hated, and becaufe 
they are not to the pnrpofe of my argument. It is ir.y 
point to date the objtfl ions of fcrupulous Roman Catholics. 

My J Morels, the majority of the Roman Catlxolics, who 
fern pj^rt bis oath, are not rapids in the opprobrious fenfc of 
the,»word; thsy are not the Popi/s courtiers, more than tire 
gentlemen ot the Reman Catholic Committee, who are 
jeady to accept the o.ith. My Lords, the more lerupuious 
^Ionian Catholics, who ohjsdt to the terms of this oath, 
are ready to fwear allegiance to the King; they are ready to 
abjure the Pretender, to xenour.ee the Pope’s authority in 
civil and temporal matters ; they are ready to renounce the 
doClrine that faith is not to he kept with'Heretics, and that 
perfons may Ire murthered under the pretence that they are 
Heretics, as impious and unchridian. They arc ready to 
renounce, as impious and unchridian, the doCtrine that 
Princes, excommunicated by t!>e fee of Rome, may be 
murthert-d by their fubje&s: they are ready to renounce the 
dodhine, that Princes, excommunicated by the fee of Rome, 
may he depofed by their fubje&s. Rut to this depodng 
doarinethey ferupie to apply the epithets of impious, \m- 
xrhridian and damnable: my Lords, they think that this 
.doctrine is rathejr to be called falfe than impious, traiteroue 
than unchridian. They fay, that the language of an oath 
fhould not be adorned, figured, and amplified, hut plain, 
fimple, and precife. But in truth, my Lords, this fcruple 
is founded on a tender regard for the memory of their pro¬ 
genitors. Some two centuries fince, this error, however 
ahfurd and malignant, was, like other abfurd and malig¬ 
nant errors, univerfal; yet, H»y Lords, there lived in thofe 
times many men of didinguifhed piety and virtue, who ac- 
fjuiefeed in this error as a fpeculative do&rine, though they 
never adted upon it. My Lords, the more fcrupulous of 
the Roman Catholics think it hard that men of probity and 
virtue, entertaining a fpeculative error, fandlioned by »1 s 
univerfality, upon which they never a&ed, fhould for that 
gfror jo jnore (peculation be digmatized as devoid of piety, as 
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rtbchridiam, and as perfons that died under a fenfe of eter¬ 
nal damnation: and certainly, my Lords, the reprobation 
of this dd&rine, under the qualifications of impious, unchrif- 
tian, and damnable, goes to this effedh My Lords, 1 befeech 
•you to give a candid attention to this fcruple, as I am con¬ 
fident your Lordfhips will to every fcruple. My Lords, I 
enter into this detail from a defire of iroprefling on your 
Lordfhips? minds, what is very ftrongly imp relief on mine, 
that the obje&ions of thefe men are not cavils, but fair, ho¬ 
ned, conicientious fcruples. M y Lords, this fcruple is ana¬ 
logous to that which every liberal, enlightened man would 
feel, if he were called upon to decide, upon tliat which has 
fometitnes been decided upon with little ceremony, upon the 
final doom of virtuous Heathens: of men, wlk> with a 
Jenfe of moral obligation, and with fentimentsVof piety 
towards the Creator of tlie Univerfe, which inigut have 
done no difcredit to the profeflbrs of chriftianity, uevt.-the- 
lefsj, from the force of example and education, acquiefcedUn 
the popular idolatry of their times. My Lords, l belie vh, 
your Lordfhips all believe, that there is no name undd^ 
J-feaven by whicji men may be fayed, but the name of Jefus - 
Chrid: ireverthelefs, my Lords, I ihould be very unwilling 
to affert, my Lords, I would refiife to fwear, that it is matter 
of my belief that fuich men as Socrates, Plato, Tully, Seneca, 
and Marcus Antoninus, who were every one of them Idola¬ 
ters, are now differing in the place of torment, and are 
doomed to fufFer there to all eternity. My Lords, upon 
this point I concur in the fentiments of a great ornament of 
the Roman church, who might have been an ornament to the 
pureil church in the mod enlightened times. “ Ubi nunc 
* f anima Adarci iTullii agat\ forlajfe non efi humani jud'u it pro- 
“ nuntiarc; me'cert e non admodum dvetfum habituri fiat in 
€C ferendis calculiqui Jper ant ilium a pud Super os fummii pace 
frut.™ My Lords, will not your Lordlhips permit tiie 
Roman Catholics to have the fame tendernefs for the me¬ 


mory of Bellarmen and lifafmusj which your Lordfhips 
\vould feel for that of virtuous Heathens ? 1 

My Lords, the terms in which the Pope ? s authority is re¬ 
nounced, are matter of fcruple to that divilion of tlie Roupn 
Catholic's, ‘which 1 confider as the majority. My Lords, 
they are ready to renounce "the civil authority of the Pope; 
put they think that the words ufed in the oath go to the de¬ 
nial of the Pope’s fpiritual authority, which they *canno£ 
eonfeienriouffy 'abjure. 7'he terms of the oath, my Lords, 
fcre thefis. “ I do alfo in my confcience declare and fo- 
** Jemnly fwear, that no foreign church. Prelate, or Pried, 
f‘ or Adbmbly of Priefts, or ecclefiaftical }>ower whatfoever, 
Jf* hatllj or ought to have, any jurifdi&ion or authority what- 
! ** foevef 
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** foever within this realm, that can diredtly or indiredlly af- 
“ fedt or interfere with the independence, fovereignty, laws, 
<c conditution, or Government, thereof, or the rights, liber- 
“ ties, perfons, or properties of the people of the laid realm, 
.** or any of them.” i he power therefore abjured is all 
ecclefiadicai power, which can, diredlly or indiredtly, inr 
teifere with the ibvereignty, conditution, or Government; 
with public^pr with private rights. My Lords, thefe fcru- 
putous Catholics think that this dv fcription comprehends the 
Pope’s fpiritual authority ; for they lay that they muft ad¬ 
mit that the Pope’s fpiritual authority does indiredtly, by- 
inference and implication, interfere with civ il Government 
and with civil rights. My Lords, is it not manifeft that the 
Pope’s fupn.macy, indiredtly ar*J in Speculation, interferes 
with the lo^ereignty, with the King’s fupremacy as Head of 
iheChuvcn? My Lords, with the conditution the Pope’s 
fuprepMcy indiredtly interferes, in a part which I believ© 
you )i Lotdfliips hold in fome regard. My Lords, it is a 
CoiJhjuence fiom the dodtriue of the Pope-’s fupremacy, 
x\Jl\. no confect at ions and ordinations are valid l>ut what 
mianate from the authority of the fee of Ffoine. If this 
be the cafe, mv Lords, the Rilhops of the church of En¬ 
gland are no liifhcps. If we are no Hi (hops, we have no 
right to fit in this ndembly with your Lord (hips; 1 have no 
right to lie now holding this argument before your Lordlhips. 
My Lords, is iv.»t this an interference, indiredtly I grant, 
hi|t indiredtly is it not an interference with the cond Ra¬ 
tion. My Lords, if vye are no Bilhops, it is a further 
confequence that no man is made a Pried by virtue of our 
ordinations* No Pried of ours, therefore, has any juft 
fight to any temporalities that he may hold of fuch a 
nature as to attach cxclufively to the Pried!y charadler. 
My Lords, is not this an interference with the rights of 
fuhjedU ? My Lords, thefe are driking indances that occur 
at the moment: many other indances might he found in 
which the Pope’s fpiritual fupremacy unquedionably inter¬ 
feres indiredUy with civil authority and civil rights; and the 
mod that can be expedted of confcientious Roman Catholics 
is, not £hat they (hould renounce all authority carrying this 
interference; for that were to renounce the Pope as their 
fpiritual head; but that they fhouUl bind themfelves to Go¬ 
vernment, that they will never, adf upon thefe principles, 
which in theory they cannot renounce. That whatever 
they may think (as a matter of opinion) about the Pope’s 
fupremacy, they will never, in fadt, upon the pretence of 
his fupremacy, make an attack, or commit any adt of hodt- 
lity againd the conditution and the Government in either 
branch, but, on the contrary, will defend it: and thefe en¬ 
gagement^ 
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gageraents, my Lords, thofe Roman Catholics who fcruple 
this oath, are ready and defirous to give in the mofl: explicit 
and unequivocal terms. They fay, that they may think 
themfelves bound by an oath which they have already taken, 
and that they are ready to ilrengthen the obligation by a new 
oath, to defend, to the utmoil of their power, the civil and 
cccleiiaftical eftablifoment of the country, even thoqgh all 
the Catholic powers of Europe, with the Pope himfelf at 
their head, were to levy war againft the King for the ex- 
prefs purpofe of eilablifoing the Roman Catholic religion. 
My Lords, there are other points in this oath which Roman 
Catholics, I think, mull fcruple. 1 believe the gentlemen 
of the Catholic Committee, who declare themfelves ready 
to take this oath, will foe fotne difficulty in particular parts 
of it, when they confider the full import of certain terms. 
But my Lords, 1 foall go no further at prefent np this de¬ 
tail. 1 will only fay in general, that there are pans of the 
oath which I myiclf would refufe to take. * 

My Lords, 1 muflobferve, that the gentlemen of till?. Ca¬ 
tholic Committee, and the party that adfcs with them, \vho 
fcruple no part of this oath, declare that they equally wLH 
the fcrupulous party, maintain the Pope's fpiritual fupremacy. 
They are (hocked that the denial of it foould be imputed to 
them. Your Lordfoips therefore perceive, that the two par¬ 
ties are perfectly equal, in the degree of affe&ion or disaffec¬ 
tion, take it which way you will, that they bear to the 
Government of the country; therefore I cannot fee upon 
what principle a relief, which is granted to the one, foould 
be denied to the other. 

It may be faid, this relief is a matter not of right, but of 
mere grace and favour; and that the perfon who confers a 
favour, may at his own will and pleafure preferibe the con¬ 
ditions on which he will bellow it. But, my Lords, the 
favours of a Government are furely to be difpenfed by fome 
rule of diftribution ; and that rule ought to be an equal one. 
My Lords, it ought not to be a rule of arbitrary eleftioti 
and reprobation, making a diftindlion of perfons where 
ithere is no difference of character in the degree of civjj 
»merit. 

My Lords, I have heard it faid, not in this Houfe, but 
out of doors, it is a maxim in common circulation, that 
the legiilature has nothing to do with the difputes of thefe 
people among themfelves : that it may be rather an «bje& 
of good policy to promote and increafo their divifions, as 
it may be a means of weakening the ftrength of the party. 

My Lords, the maxim, “ l>ivide fsf Impcra” if it be 
ever wife, is wife only in defpotic Governments. My Lords, 
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if it be wife in fuch Governments, it is becatife fnch Go¬ 
vernments are radically unjuft, the relation of the governor 
and the governed to each other being that of enemies. Bat 
in Governments, fuch as this under which we have the hap- 
pinefs to live, it is a wicked maxim. In our conftitution the 
promoting of the happinefs of the governed is not only the 
duty, but it is the adlual object of Government, and the 
aim §f all its operations, and of all its meafures. In fuch • 
a. Government, union and harmony among citizens of all 
defcriptions is to be defired; and it fhould be the endeavour 
of the Government to promote it, as the means of binding 
the love and affe&ions of all to the conftitution. 

But, my Lords, admitting for a moment that we have 
nothing to do with the difputes of thefe people among them- 
felves, yet your Lordfhips finely have to do with the juftice 
and equity of your own proceedings. Now conftder, my 
Lords,.dlpon what principle were the penal laws againft the 
Roman Catholics firft introduced. Certainly upon this 
principle, that the Roman Catholics in general were difaf- 
feftcd fubjedts. Upon what principle would the legiflature 
wo'ft relieve any Roman Catholics from thofe laws? Cer¬ 
tainly, my Lords, upon this principle, that* the legiflature 
acquits thofe to whom it extends the relief, of the crime and 
fufpicion of difaffedlion. Upon what principle is the relief, 
which is extended to fome, withheld from others? Cer¬ 
tainly upon no juft principle but this; that thofe others ftill 
lie, in the eye of the legiflature, under a fufpicion of difaf- 
fedtion. Thus, my Lords, by pafling a law which will 
give only a partial relief, you will imprefs a ftigma of dif- 
affedlion upon the party not relieved ; which, in my judge¬ 
ment, if there be no ground for fufpedting them, would b« 
the height of cruelty and injuftice. 

But, my Lords, give me leave to fay, that though your 
Lordfhips would indeed have nothing to do with any dif- 
jrntes among the Roman Catholics, upon controverted points 
of their owe divinity, the matter and the ftate of the prc- 
fent difpute are fuch, that your Lordfhips have much to do 
with it, in forming a judgement upon the prefent bill. The 
matter in difpute is the propriety of the oath as it ftands in 
this bill, which oath the one party is ready to accept, the 
other reprobates. The difpute began in terms of mutual 
refpedt, and great moderation. But as the difpute went on, 
both ftdes, as is the cafe in all difputes, grew warmer. 
Both ftdes have now loft all temper. And the quarrel, a 
religious quarrel, my Lords, is raging. The fcrupulous 
Catholics fpeak of the writings on the other fide, as fchif- 
matical, fcandalous, and inflammatory. The Catholic 
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Committee charge the former with inculcating principle* 
fioftile to i'ociety and Government, and to the conftitution 
and law* of the Britifli empire. My Lords, thefe re¬ 
proaches are, I think, unmerited on either fide. ’But they 
are, for that reafon, the ilronger fyrnptoms of intemperate 
heat on both fides. My Lords, this bill, fhould it pafs 
into a law, will not mitigate the quarrel, but inflame itj 
. And as it. re>enad$ the penal laws againft all thofe who, 
from their fcruples about the oath, cannot bring thcintelves 
within the benefit of it, the Roman Catholics that will bii 
relieved by this bill will be impowered to inforce thofe laws 
againft their more fcrupulous brethren, with whom they art 
quarrelling. My Lords, the hiftory of the church too clearly 
proves, that men whofe minds are inflamed with religious 
controvtrfy are not to be trailed with fuch weapons. My 
Lords, when 1 look at the names of the gentlemen who 
compote the Catholic Committee, men of high lqrth, of 
diftinguiflicd probity and honour, I cannot for a mbment 
fuppote, that any of them would purlue the quarrel with 
their adverfaries in that hafe manner. But, my Leith, 
the leaders of a party cannot always command the paffiorss 
of their followers; and your Lordfhips will have no fecu-^ 
rity, that this may not be done, but the liberality and ho- 
nour of the individuals: and is it wile or juft, my Lord*, 
to put any innocent man in the power of his enemy, re¬ 
iving only on the good dilpofition of that enemy to reftrain 
liiin from the abufe of that power which you put into his 
hands } My Lords, if the party relieved hy this bill 
fhould take the advantage which the law will give them 
againft the other party, a horrible perfecution will arife. 
My Lords, I fhudder at the feene of terror and confufion, 
which my imagination fets before me, when under the ope* 
ration of this partial law, fhould it unfortunately receive 
your Lordfhips* fan&ion; mifereantt of bafe informers 
may be enriched with the fortunes, our jails may be 
crowded with the perfons, and our llreets may ftream with 
the blood of conlcientious men, and of good fubjcfls! And 
of all this cruelty, my Lords, if it lliould take place, the 
laws of the country will get the credit. 

My Lords, 1 am aware that it may feem to your Lord' 
Blips, that there is an eafy anfwer to all this. Send the bill 
to a Committee*, and amend the oath. My Lords, there is 
the difficulty $ I fear that we are not competent to make fuch 
amendments in the oath as may obviate tlie milchief. 

Lords, look at the ftate of the coiitroverfy among the Ro¬ 
man Catholics. "Three of the four Roman Catholic 
Bifiiops, who call themfclves the Apoftolical Vicars for 
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the foui diftri&s of this country, three out of thefe four 
have promulgated an encyclical letter; in which they re¬ 
probate the oath as it Hands in the prefent bill: and they go 
further: they advance this principle; that a confcientiou? 
Catholic ought not to take any oath declaratory of any 
opinion upon do&rinal points, till it has received the ap¬ 
probation of the ecclefiaHical fuperiors. The gentlemen of 
the Catholic Committee exclaim againH this, ,as an extrava¬ 
gant flretch of authority. I confefs, my Lords, I fee no 
extravagance in it* 1 believe, were I a Roman Catholic, I 
fhould think it my duty to fuhmit to it. But the Catholic 
Qommittee are indignant, under this ufurpation of autho¬ 
rity, as they think it, of the ApoH dical Vicars; and a 
paper has appeared ftgned by the gentlemen of the Com¬ 
mittee, which 1 know not very well what to call. My 
Lords, i f looks fomething like an appeal to the Pope: and 
yet 1 can hardly fuppofe, that an appeal to him has been 
actually made; or that this is a copy of a paper fent as a 
formal appeal to Rome. But the Committee lay, “ wo 
“^appeal to all the Catholic churches in the univerfe ; and 
*• especially to the firft of all Catholic churches, the Apof- 
“ tohcal fee rightly informed.” My Lords, if this is an 
appeal to the lee of Rome, or if it be a notice of an in¬ 
tended appeal; and, my Lords, it muH be fomething, it 
fhould feem that the legillature cannot flir a Hep further : 
for it would be perfe&ly nugatory to pafs a lary to 
give relief upon the condition of an oath; when the per- 
lons, to whom the relief is offered, are divided into two 
parties; one of which fay, “ we cannot take this oaththe 
others lay, “ we mult go to Rome, and alk the Pope, whe- 
“ ther, under the circumflance of the interdidfc of the ec- 
“ deliaHical fuperiors, we may take the oath,‘ or no.” And, 
my Lords, fuppofe you amend the oath; what aflurance can 
your Lordihips have that the ApoHolical Vicars will ap¬ 
prove the oath, as amended by your Lordfhips ? If they 
fhould not approve it, the more fcrupulous Catholics will 
not take it. My Lords, the remedy for this feems to me to 
be unique. The remedy would be, to find an oath, which 
may be fufEcient for the fecurity of Government, and 
which the majority of the Roman Catholics have already 
taken; and the ApoHolical Vicars, having themfelves taken 
it, muH approve. Such, my Lords, is the oath which was 
required of the Roman Catholics by the law of 1778 . 
And I am very forry that that oath was not ad>pted in this 
bill. But from what 1 have heard, 1 hgve much doubt, if 
we go into a Committee, we fhall be unanimous upon a 
motion for fubHituting that oath, in Head of the oath that 
Vol. XXX Kk nutf 
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now (lands in the bill; and for this reafon, my Lords, I 
fear the bill is incurable.* 

My Lords, 1 have detained you much longer than I 
thought to have done. It only remains that I thank yonf 
Lordlhips for the patient attention with which 1 have been 
honoured; and that I make it ray requell, that any expref- 
fions that may have efcaped me, in the courfe of a fpeech, 
in point of language in many parts quite unpremeditated, 
may be candidly interpreted. My Lords, what moll of 
all 1 deprecate, is, that 1 may not be fufpedted of infin- 
cerity in my profeffions of an abhorrence of the penal 
laws: that my objecting to the commitment of this bill 
may not he deemed a ftratagem of mine, to get rid of tlie 
bufinefs altogether, and disappoint the petitioners at your 
Lord (hips’ bar in their juft expectations of relief. My 
I.oi ds, 1 call the great fcarcher of hearts to wit^fs, that 
theie is no (uch duplicity, no fuch malice in my intention* 
My Lords if your I .01 dihips Ihould be moved, by what has 
been find by me, or what may be faid with more ability^by 
others to the fame elFcft, to rejeft this bill, rather than tK^t 
tlie Roman Catholics Ihould be finally unrelieved, 1 would, 
pledge myfelf to your Lordlhips, to the Roman Catholics, 
and to my countiy, to bring in a bill, early in the text 
feflion, which ihould not be pregnant with the raifehiefs, 
which feera to me the certain confequence of this bill* 
hut 1 Ihould hope that your Lordlhips would not leave a 
matterof fuch moment to the diferetion and abilities of any 
individual Lord, but that your Lordlhips will think proper 
to name a Committee to revife all the fubliiling laws a- 
gainft the Roman Catholics, and to frame a bill for the le* 
peal of fuch as may with fafety be repealed. The only ob¬ 
jection that I can fee to fuch a meafure is the delay, for it is 
much too late hi the feffion to begin fuch a bufinefs. But, 
my Lords, in a matter of this magnitude and importance, 
the lcgillature Ihould think liLtle of the delay of a few 
mouths; nor ought the Roman Catholics therafelves to mur¬ 
mur at a delay, which may conduce to put the relief they 
felicit upon a broad and permanent bafis. 

Lord Lord Abingdon faid, the fubjeft matter of the prefent bill 
Abingdon was fo immediately within the province of one dcicription of 
Leeds only in that Houfe, it fo peculiarly belonged to tlicir 

* In this spprehenCon the Bifliop had the pleafure to find himfclf 
tniftaken. In the Committee of the whole Houfe upon the •bill 
(June 4th) tbe oath as it ftood was, upon the Bilhop’s own motion, 
expunged; and the oath taken by the Roman Catholics in Ireland, in 
the year 1774, with fome very flight alterations fubflituted. The 
Jtriflk oath is in effeft the fame with the oath of 1778, and, of th» 
they is drawn with tbe greater accuracy. 

* , confi- 
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confuieration, and was fo fitly and rightly placed in their hands, 
that what he had to fay was merely to exprefs his hopes, and 
tvhich were truly founded on his expectations, that the bill 
would come out of the hands of thole noble Lords as full of to¬ 
leration, as might be confident with the fafety of the eftabliihed 
thureh of this country, and infomuch with the fafety of the 
State, and more and other than this (being himfclf no levelling 
Lord) he neither hoped for nor expc&cd, though perhaps other 
noble Lords, one at kaft, might be of a different opinion. 

There was, however, his Lordlhip faid, one remark he 
would make, and which was this, that being bred up in the 
old fchool, and not belonging to the new one, nor having as 
yet imbibed, nor never flioulu, the tenets or doctrines, politi¬ 
cal or religious, which thefe navi homines ih this enlightened 
age had fo fpeculatively introduced for the practical fubverfion 
of foiiety, it would feem to him, that the . idea of a Protecting 
Catholic Dilfcnter, lor fo thcy.call thcmlelves, and in fa£t are 
f<>, although not fo named in the prefent bill, was an idea fo 
(lifting in idea only, fo novel in its inftitution, fo fundamen- 
taMy repugnant to the avowed and eftabliftied faith and practice 
</ that Church, and in lliort, fueh a folecifm in terms, that 
'flow fuch a Humbling block in limine was to b<s got rid of, he 
knew not; and got rid of it mud be, before any one fingleftep 
could be taken in advance of the object of the bill ; for to fay 
that a Catholic (and here he mud obferve too, that thefe Dil- 
fenters were no longer to be called Roman Catholic, but that 
the word Roman,” in order, he fuppofed, to Ihorten the 
phrafe, or perhaps more intentionally to make-room for the 
dodlrine, was, as it were, by the figure of ellipfis to be cut off) 
was to continue in the belief of the infallibility of the Pope in 
fpiritual matters, as they profefs to do, and were not ta continue 
jit the belief of the infallibility of the Pope in temporal matters, 
as they profefs now not to do, was to fay—what ? It was to 
fay, his Lordlhip faid, certainly that which was never p.ofelfed 
before ; but it was to fay more, it was to reafon rationally, if 
he might fo fpcak, upon an irrational topicfor to tell him, 
that a man could open his mind to the belief of. infallibility in 
the one inftance, and fhut his mind to the belief of infallibility 
in the other, was, to fay that which his faith at beft could not 
lead him to believe; but if it was fo, then, faid he, addio it 
papa ; for where half is gone, the reft will follow ; and there¬ 
fore, his advice was, that if thefe protefting Catholic Dilfcnters 
have thought fit fo far to quit their papa, they might as well, in 
imitation of a noble Duke of that Houfe, anil of other illus¬ 
trious examples, take at once to our mama; or, in other words, 
ir they have been induced fo far to overleap the pale of their 
lather church, they might as well jump within the pale of our 
mother church, where, like the funner that repenteth, there 
will be more ioy in them, than over ninety and nine juft per¬ 
mits that need no repentance; where equal taxes, equal laws, 

Kk % c<jua\ 
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eqrl loaves and fifties, will be all equally theirs, and where 
too, perhaps, they may find thertffHves not one jot farther from 
Heaven than they were before. Upon the whole then, faid his 
Lordfhip, my communion upon this bill (hall be w ith the noble 
Lords and the right reverend Prelates upon the bench, and he 
fhould certainly vote for it (for tua res agitur) in whatever fhape 
it Ihould come out of their hands. 

Xu -1 Earl Stanhope fpoke in favour of the bill. His Lord (hip 
, Stan hope, faid, that when the petitioners were afking to be freed from 
the injuftice and oppreflion of thqfe fanguinary penal laws 
that were a difgrace to our flatute books, they were not 
merely a (king a boon, but claiming what they were entitled 
to by the rights 0 / men, and the rights of citizens. The 
noble Earl fpoke highly of the Roman Catholics in this 
kingdom, and obferved, that the right which every man 
poflefled of worfhiping God in his own way, and agreeable 
to the dilates of his own confcience, an unalienable light, 
in the true fenle of the word, we could not alienate from 
him, he could not alienate it from hiinfelf. He hoped no 
man would fay, that a wretch at the gallows, with the hal^ 
ter about his n$ck, had net a right to call upon his Maker 
in any way that his confcience told him was right; as well 
might we pretend to regulate the internal government of Ja¬ 
pan or China, as to regulate the internal government of men*!* 
confciences; the one was not more remote from our power of 
control than the other* He thought the prefent hill fliould 
go into a Committee, and thf re receive fuch amendment!) as 
might be considered as neccflury; and he concluded with 
thanking the noble and learned Prelates, who feemed to give 
the principle of the bill that fupport which their wildom and 
good fenfe told them it merited. 

Bukcof The Duke of Leeds faid, he had taken much pains to in- 
Leeds. form himfelf on the fubje£l of this bill, and was a heartv 
friend to it, convinced, from his perfonal acquaintance with, 
thole who were the objects of it, that they merited all the 
redrefs which was meant to be given to them. His Grace 
thought, however, that it (hoyld he very fully di feu fled ; 
and was rather inclined to think, that it would he more for. 
the intereft of the Catholics i : n general, that this bill was 
poftponed till nett feflion, when there would be time to 
frame fuch a bill as would meet with no abjeflion from any 
part of th« Houfe; hut he would make no motion, unlefs he 
thought the fenfe of the Houfe was with hint. 

The Rifhqp of Peterborough made a fhort fpeech in fa¬ 
vour of the principle, but again ft the claufes, of the bill. 

Lord Fauconberg faid a few words for the bill, and wifhed. 
it to go into a Committee. ’ „ 

Lotd 




Lord Loughborough fpoke to a confiderable length on the Lord 
bill. His Lord (hip allowed that there was much weight in Loughbo* 
the different obj eft ions Hated by the noble and learned rough. 
Lords who had fpoken in the debate, but ftilL thought that 
the bill in a Committee might be fo amended, as to be per- 
feft, and give general fatisfaftion. He warned their Lord- 
ihips againft delaying it till another feifion; and argued 
from the example of 1780 , when he infilled that all the 
differences of opinion, and confequently riot and confufion, 
that broke out in a neighbouring kingdom then, and came 
into this, was eccafioned by delaying a former bill of rhis 
nature from one fefiion to another. If they were only to go 
through a few claufes of it before the adjournment, the bill 
would be left in a much fafer and better Hate, and no appre- 
henfions would arife concerning it. Befides, all the decla¬ 
rations which had been made that night, fo much to the 
honour of thofe wfio made them, would be entirely loft in 
effeft, if, after communicating them to the Public, was 
added, but the hill was rejefted. This bill, he obierved, had 
been much argued in another place,, and he really thought it 
would be wrong to put it over, without going into a Com- 
jinittee,' or looking at any one claufe of it. 

The Marquis of Lanfdown like wife fpoke in favour of the Marquis 
hill. He thanked the noble and learned Bench of Prelates °f Lanf* 
fot their concurrence in the general opinion, and faid, that down, 
he had always fupported upon the fame grounds the Proteftant 
Diilenters, and the repeal of the teft aft, as a matter of right 
to them. His Lordfliip owned, that his opinion as to Ca¬ 
tholics had been very different; their claim, if they had any, 
was an indulgence, not a right; but from a ftrift obfervance 
of t heir change of charafter and fyftein in every part of the 
world, he was now inclined to think them a harmlefs, wife 
people, who deferred the fame indulgence, and had the fame 
right as other fefts to the proteftion and toleration of our 
laws. On the fubjeft of toleration, he faid, he had but one 
opinion or principle, and it was, that all religions ought to 
be tolerated under a free Government, unlefs where the ex- 


ercife of that religion was dangerous to the State. He en¬ 
tered into a great deal of general argument and ohfervation 
. upon what had been faid, and concluded with wilhing that 
the bill might not be poftponed. 

1 he Biuiop of Salifbury fpoke for the bill, but thought 
the«e were many claufes which required to be difeufted fully 
and deliberately; he concurred, however, in the general ar¬ 
guments that had been ufed by other noble and learned 
Lords in the debate. 


Lord Fauconberg fpoke a fhoit time in explanation of what 
he had formerly ftated. 

11 ‘ 1 Lord 


* 
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JLmrd LoriLjjG^mV/r jjofe to exprefs his defire of going into the 
{Srooville* Committee, when the amendments fuggefted by noble Lords 
might be made with propriety and effect. He recommended 
this courfe, and thought it very pofiible that the bill might 
be amended to meet all the objections which had heen ftartfd 
againlLit. 

Lord Rawdon faid a few words, and agreed to this 
courfe. 

The bill was accordingly read a fecond time, and com¬ 
mitted. 

The Houfe adjourned. 

Hhurfday, 2d "June, 

This day, at a little pall twelve o’clock, the ufuaT procef- 
fion took place. As foon as their Lordlhips were feaud in 
the Court at Weftminftcr Hall, Lord Kenyon (as Speaker) 
directed the Counfel for Warren Haftings to proceed on the 
defence. Mr. Haftings then rofe, and began a fpeech, which 
he read from a manuicript, and continued reading for near 
two hours, when he alked the indulgence of a rel'pite for a 
few minutes, which was granted him ; as foon as he found 
himfelf recovered, he proceeded, and concluded about fouf 
o’clock ; of which the following is the lubllance; 

“ My Lords, 

c< HOW painfully foever I may feel my difappointment in 
not being able to bring my defence before your Lordlhips dur¬ 
ing thecontinuance of the prefent feftion, 1 neveithelefs believe 
it to have been an indulgence which your Lordlhips would, if 
you could, have granted; hut which it was not in your power 
to grant, without fuch a facrifice as an individual, fupported 
even by the call of juftice, in a trial which is become of fuch 
magnitude and confecjuence, as to attraCi the attention, and 
alarm the interefts of thoufands, could not expe£t; and l do 
therefore* with the mod patient and refpeCUul fubmiftion, 
how to your determination. 

** I am thankful for your allowance of this one day, in 
addition to the prefent feflion. 1 hope in fuch a manner to 
avail myielfof it, as to compenfate to your Lordlhips, no 
lefs than to myfelf, for the trouble of this Ihort attendance, 
and to induce your Lordlhips to put an end fpeedily, and 
for ever, to my long and unexampled proiecution. * 

44 It was net thy intention, had your Lordlhips complied , 
with the prayer of my petition, to bring a laboured defence 
before you, applied to every allegation in the articles of the. 
profecution. Neither could 1 hope that your Lordlhips 
would endure the time which would be required for it; nor 

coulc^ 
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could I, if I would, produce oil the evidence which would 
be neceflary for fuch a mode of defence. Of thirty-four 
gentlemen who compofe the lift of witnefles, whom I hud 
originally iele&ed for examination, to the different and fuc- 
ceffive allegations of the charge, fome are dead ; fome returned 
to their fervice in India; others, after an, annual, but fruitlefs 
and disheartening attendance, difperled in unknown parts of 
thefe kingdoms, or, for ought that 1 can tell, in the remoter 
regions of Europe. Thofe whofe attendance I could engage 
are very few in number, chiefly gentlemen connected with 
me by the habits of familiar intercoutfe, and their teftiinony, 
for that reafon, liable to be depreciated by the licence which 
the Managers have aftiimed with the characters of thofe, 
even of their own witneftes, whofe evidence has not anfwered 
their expectation of it. 

cc Thefe, though competent to fpeak in my behalf in mat¬ 
ters of Comparatively lefs importance, may be unacquainted 
with the greater points in my defence. My evidence, how¬ 
ever fele&ed, could not be fo complete as it might have 
been, upon fome points, becaufe thofe, from whom ftronger 
teftimony might have been delivered, are no longer within 
my reach. * 

“ In fuch cafes, would your Lordfhips admit it as an ex- 
cufc for infufficient evidence, that 1 ihould have had better 
to produce, had my trial been brought within the compafs 
of a reaforuble time from its commencement ? Would it have 
been permitted to me, for inftance, to produce the minutes 
taken by my Counfel and Solicitor, though attefted by them 
upon oath, of the examination of the late Lieutenant Colo¬ 
nel Eaton to a feries of acts committed under his immedediate 
notice, and all proving inconteftibly the difaffe&ion of Cheyt 
Sing, and a determinate plan to erect his independence oil 
bur external and growing difficulties ? Yet I have no other 
fo ftrong to offer to thefe points in corroboration to that, of 
which your Lordfhips are already in pofleffion; and of this 
I am deprived, not by any neglect, or other caufe .which 
could be imputed to me, but only by the efFe£l: of that unpa¬ 
ralleled injury which I have fuffered, by the extenfion of a 
criminal trial beyond the chances of duration in human 
life. 


“ This difadvantage, which every paft year has augmented, 
every coming year will continue to augment, if it has not al¬ 
ready attained that point, at which any evidence which I 
cotild call, would be ineffectual to the real ufes of it. 

“ Nor is it of the infufficiency of any future evidence 
only that I complain. Even of the paft 1 may exprefs my 
fear that much .muft be obliterated, and the whole rendered 
•bfeure, from the various lapfes of time fence it was deli¬ 
vered* 
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ttred, and froth the impoflibility of diftinguiihing accurately 
between the remembiance of proofs; and the remembrance 
of mere allegations. 

“ Every year has taken from mefome of my Judges. New 
have fucceeded, fome by creation; fome by inheritance; and 
others by election *. None of your Lordihips will fuppofe 

1 mean 


• Th« changes in the High Court of Juft ice, fince the tria’ of Mr. 
Haftings commenced; arc u follow : 


Peers <utho have died, os ate not letnrnerl in ibeptefent Partiasnsnt. 


DEAD. 

Dukes of Cumberland 
Chandos 
Manchdler 
St. Alban’s 
Montague 
feeds 

Eads of Huntingdon 
Ferrers 
Poulefc 
Clarendon 
Pomfiet 
Hardwicke 
Oxford 
Abeicorn 
Co* per 
Walaegiave 
Kinnoul 

Gialum 
Stanhope 
Guildford 
Vifcounts Montague 
Polingbioke 
Courtenay 
Dudley and Ward 
Bifhops Shipley of St. Afaph 
Halifax' of St. Afaph 
Beauclerc of Hereford 
Harley of Hereford 
law of Carlifli* 
'lliurlow of Durham 
Batons LeDefpencer 
Say and Sele 
Grantley 
Bortnguon 
Berwick 
Heath field 
Craven 
Gage 


Sio/s Peers not novo m Pat > 
bament. 

Marquis of Lothian 

Kails oi Morton 
Caffilis 
Gallov.ay 
Hopctoun 
Abeidmi 
S< lk.nk 
Dunmore 
Lord Kiutuird 

Total deal, or not ini 
l’ailiament - - - M? 


Ci cations . 

Lords Kenyon 
Dover 
Malmfbury 
Fife 

Mulgrave 

Filherw, lek 

Vtrulam 

Gienvills 

Douglas 

Harcwood 

Morton; Douglas 

New Btjhops . 

Dr. Douglas of Salisbury 
Cleaver of Chcfter 
Ilorllcy of St. David’s 
, Beadon of Gloucefler 
Home of Norwich 
Vernon of Catliile 


&r» 



I mean any difrpfpett, when I ofeftrve that thefe cannot be 
fuppofed to pofiefs, or to ibe capable of attaining the fame 
knowledge of the paft proceedings as thofe who have attended 
to them from the beginning; and every obftruttion to that 
knowledge is an injury to my caufe, if mine is* as 1 aiTert it 
to be, the caufe of truth. 

“ With fo many examples of the uncertainty of human 
life, 1 cannot help adverting a little to my own.- 1 thank 
GoZHhat 1 have had a more equal portion of health fince the 
eommeycement of this trial, than coniidering the broken 
Hale of |ny conftitution, my advanced age, and the vexations 
of a fixfyear’s proiecution, 1 could have reafonably hoped to 
po lie Is. I Yet I have not been wholly exempt from fucli 
warmths, as make me dread to truft to the contingency ot 
anothey year, the chance of an event fo neceftarv to my 
peace Jf mind, as the termination of this tedious profecu- 
tion, it^by any preient effort 1 can obtain it from your Loul- 
lhips. 

“ For thefe reafons, and others operating with a ftronger 
force upon my mind, though unnecelfary, and, perhaps, lei? 
fitting to be detailed to your Lordfhips, I have formed the 
resolution for which 1 iolicited my appearance on this day, 
before your Lordfhips, and for which L am alone refponfiblc, 
whatever may he the event of it. 

41 1 iVem it juft to my Counfel to declare, that although, 
in all matters of a legal nature, 1 fliould rely moil impli¬ 
citly upon their advice ; and although I have no lefs reliance 
upon their pciloiial zeal and attachment than on their pio- 
feftional talents, yet in this inftance I have followed the 
impulfe of my own judgement alone, without the aid of 
theirs, and even againft it ; for it was not a decilion fubjeft 
to the rules of legal lattice, but urged by internal confi- 
deratinns, of the force of which I alone could be the judge. 

“ If they could have made my cafe fo ^hfofutely their 
own, as to have felt the fame imprefliop of it upon their 
minds, that it might make upon minp, ftill they could not 
advife tne to att upon that imprefjioij with hazards by which 
1 alone might he the fufferer, and which it might be poflibl© 
to avoid by waiting to a diftant, though indefinite, feafon, 
for a furer termination of my trial, by a regular and detailed 
procefs. 
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“ My Lords, a gr£at portion of my life has palled among 
a people with whom it is an eftablithed and favourite maxim, 
that fpeedy injuftice, is better than tardy juilice. 

** 1 fhall not adopt this fentiment in the literal extent of 
it; nor from your Lordihips fhall I expefl other than, at 
leail, intentional juilice: but even to your Lordihips, highly 
as I revere your authority, and trull to the purity of your 
decifion, I will dare to avow, that 1 had rather cxpofe m/- 
felf to the hazard of your prefent condemnation, if 1 thought 
there was a hazard of it, than wait to another year’‘for my 
acquittal, with the uncertainty, that even that yer. : r would 
conclude the trial. 

“ But with far difllrent expectations I now de.lare to 
your Lordfliips, that 1 am willing and defirous to w: ve my 
defence to the charge preferred againil me by the C’o'nmoris 
of England, and to refer mvl.Jl to your Lordihips* i si medi¬ 
ate judgement, if your Lordihips w ill be graciuuily p’eafed to 
proceed to immediate judgement upon it. 

“ For my acquittal J trull moil confidently to the evi¬ 
dence adduced by my profecutors them Gives to make good 
th eir charge; having myfelf lillent J with an attention fcarce 
ever relaxed, or diverted from the proceedings; and being 
fatisfied, that not one criminal allegation of the cluige has 
been eftahlifhed againil me, and aimofl every one refuted by 
their owirevidence, either by the replies of ihcir oial witnef- 
fes, or by the written documents, or their context, added by 
the vigilance of my Counfel, to the partial and mutilated ex- 
trails from them, which were introduced by the managers. 

st \ our Lordfliips will try my conduit, by the evidi lire 
which my accufers have brought before you—not by their 
fpeeches. They were lent by their employers to accufc ine, 
and to prove their accufations, not to revile me, much left 
to expatiate with all the licence of unreftrained dcchamation 
upon crimes, which their conflitutnts had not authorized 
them to charge againil me. But although 1 have reafon, 
from my own obfervation, to believe that their homed in- 
veilives produced on your Lordfliips’ minds impreffions fa¬ 
vourable to my caufe, in proportion as they were com rad iiled 
by the evidence before yon, yet it was not to your Lordihips* 
hearing alone thfct their inve6lives were directed. 

“ It is the cuflom of this country, and I applaud and ad¬ 
mire the motive and the end of it, that the Court, before 
^vhich the trial is heard, fhould be open and free of accefs to 
the whole world. ' But, rny Lords, this cuflom puts shy 
fame and honour at iflue with other judgements than your 
Lordfliips, and their judgements are formed not like your®, 
upon calm inveftigation, and cool unbiafled wifdom, decid¬ 
ing on the evidence only which has been flated; no, my 
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Lords, the audience come with other minds, aud with dif¬ 
ferent motives. They come to hear the declamations of in- 
veftive, and to be amufed by the ingenuity of the orators.— 
Bold aflertions, however unfounded and unjuft, are believed 
^ by them, becaufe they are boldly made, and heard without 
ttfutation or denial. Milled by the arts of eloquence, they 
are^eceived into opinions, of which it isimpoffible they can 
eithendetedl the fallacy, or perceive the impolition. 

“ Ttthey are pleafed and deluded by the talents of the ora¬ 
tor; aipd whatever prejudices he wiflies to create in their 
mind si they of ileceflity receive, and, after the entertain¬ 
ment fui the day, depart with their paflions inflamed, to 
comrluuicate their efTedts to the circle of their acquaint¬ 
ance.! 

“ 1 know your Lordlhips do not confider fuch declama¬ 
tions as any legal proofs, and 1 am confident you will not fuf- 
fer them to make the flighteft impieffion on your judgements^ 
but is it pofllble that the general effect of them thus fpread 
abroad, can fail to embitter my life, and affedl my peace in 
focicty, ah Lug as the trial fofts, by producing all the ill 
eonfequences on the public opinion, of a condemnation? For 
I fear, my Lords, that the axiom of the Englifh law, that 
every one is to be prefumed innocent until he is proved guilty 
by his Judges, will weigh hut little when oppofed to prejudi¬ 
ces lo conceived and difleuimated. 

“ It is im poilibie for me refer Judges of this defeription, 
and unnecuflary for me to ref r your Lordfliips, for the true 
ciiteiion of my conduct, to the real as J legal proc> r s; 1 mean 
to the evidence adduced, and adduced even by my profecu- 
tors themf-lves; and I dare to repeat, that this evidence 
alone is fufficieut for my acquittal, fo far as it extends; and 
that where it does not acquit, it docs not in a Angle inftance 
operate to iny convisSlion. 

“ My Lords, the delay has, in fame meafure, been im¬ 
puted to myfelf; how unjuJ.I / is known to your Lordfliips,, 
and to all who have attended r -is trial. It has been faid that 
I might have anfwered arric!- uy article. That propofol 
was rtjefled by my Counfel, who alone were capable o£ 
judging of its propriety: but. my Lords, who could have 
thought that four feflions would eiapfe before L fliould have 
an opportunity of anfwering i There was no precedent in thfr 
^iftory of this kingdom of a criminal trial foiling even 
through one lefllonof Parliament, much lefs through five. 

“ It was impoffihle for me to avail myfelf of tlse experi¬ 
ence of others in this cafe, though pofterity may avail itfelf 
of mine. But, my Lords, with refpedt to wilful delay on 
my part, there never was a more unfounded aflertion ; for 
whilft my accufers have their expences borne by the puolic, 

LI si I am 



ftto PARLIAMENTARY A. 1791. 

I am continually walling my private fortune, and that fo ra¬ 
pidly that every day’s delay amounts to a fine. This citcum- 
* fiance alone was fufficient to exculpate me from every charge 
of delay and procrafiination: and this circumllance, my 
Lords, contributes its fiiare (though 1 own but a fmall fhare' 
in urging me to folicit your immediate decifion. ./ 

“ My Lords, it would be an endlefs talk to enumerate 
all the items of acculation which have been maclf; ufe of 
againfi me during the courfe of this long and rediousjLtrial.— 

I have been reprefented by one of the managers (td ufe his 
own terms) an Encyclopedia of Criminality. It h 9 how¬ 
ever, generally fpeaking, fufficient for the perfon «-}j:cufed, 
to give a general denial to general charges. But it \yill not 
take up much time to ftate to your 1 .ordlhipsthe fubftjmce of 
the general charges, fo often repeated, and fo loudly pro¬ 
claimed at your Lordfiiips’ bar, and to the Public. 

c ‘ You have been told that 1 have ruined and depopulated 
the provinces entrufted to my carg; that l have violated trea¬ 
ties, and brought dlfgrace and difcredit iv'on the Britifh 
name in India; that 1 have opprefled the native inhabitants 
hy mv extortion, or arbitrary demands of money; that 1 
have wafted the public treafure by profulion; and that I 
have been guilty of difobedience to the orders of my fuperiors. 
This is the fubftance of the general charges urged ngainft me; 
and it is a great happinefs and comfort to me that 1 have it 
in my power toanfwer them by fa£Is of l’uch public notoriety* 
as to require no proof. 

u My Lords, in refutation of the firft, namely, that I * 
ruined the country committed to my care, I need only fay, 

I increafed the revenues of my Government from three mil¬ 
lions to five. They have increafed fince my departure, and 
are Hill increafing; infallibly proving thereby an increafed 
population, and a good Government in former years. The 
accounts delivered annually to the Houfe of Commons by 
the Minifter for India are, indeed, the belt anfwer that can 
jpoffibly be given to the charge which I am now fpeaking of. 

“ In anfwer to my having violated treaties, and brought 
difgrace and difcredit on the Britifh nation, 1 defire to inform 
your /.ordlhips, that the letters of Mozufler Jung and Fy- 
voola Kirn, to my fuccefior in office were laid before the 
Houle of Commons. They requefted to be treated by him 
as they had been treated by me. To thefe I may add, jhe 
letters of Moodnjee Boofla, the Sovereign of Berar, to Mr, 
Macpherfon, wherein he l'peaks of me in the moll honoura¬ 
ble terms, and exprefles an aifxiety for my health, far be- 
yo»d the common courfe of compliment. If farther tef- 
timony were requifite, l might alfo quote, the letters of 
Kiaun Ulmoolk to His Majefty, and of Madajee Sindia to 
1 HU 
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His Majefty, and to the Company, yet more ftrongly expref- 
five of their fenfe of my juftice and good faith. 

“In anfwer to the charge of my having opprefied the na¬ 
tives by extortions and exa&ions, I have to offer the tefti- 

B f all ranks of people in India in my favour. I truft 
dihips have not forgot what my accufer faid upon 
ft two years ago. When thefe memorials arrived, 
e weight of them. He found the fjtuation of an ac¬ 
re very aukward, when the people, in whofe name 
larged me with the groffeft opprtffion, denied t!>e 
his accufations. He told your Lordfliips that the 
ils were extorted, and, in a figurative manner of 
he faid, “ that the hands were yet warm with tho 
fcrews that had been put on them.* 
abfurdity of this declaration was fuch as to require 
so anfwer. My influence in India has long ceafed. It is 
very feldom that mankind are grateful enough to do even 
common juftice to a fallen Minifter; and I believe there never 
was an inftancc in the annals of human nature, of an injured 
people riling up voluntarily to bear falfe teitirrtony in favour 
of a diftant, and profecuted oppreffor. 

“ In anfwer to my having fquandered away the public 
treafure, l have only to refer your Lordlhips to the amount 
of the expences, civil and military, of the Government of 
kBengal during my Adminiflration, and that of my fucceffor, 
in peace and in war: let the balance, which is very confider- 
able in my favour, determine whether I have been profufe, 
or economical. 

“ In anfwer to the general charge of difobedience to the 
orders of the Court of Dire&ors, I will not pretend to fay 
that I have in no inftance deviated from their inftrudUoris; 
mod affuredly I have ; but wherever I have done fo, I truft 
I /hall be able to jufiify thole deviations by the neceflity of 
the cafe, and by the event. 

“ r I hat the Court of Directors were fatisfied with the 
general line and tenor of my conduct, is evident from tlie 
thanks which I have been repeatedly honoured with by that 
body. 

“ I have farther to fay, that the general fenfe of the pro- 
prietors has been at all times in my favour ; for I have had 
repeatedly their thanks alfo, in the fulieft and moft un¬ 
qualified manner. 

** My 1 ords, I am fenfible, that though I had the thanks 
and approbation of my fuperiors in nrany inftances, and 
though it is acknowledged by many of thole who voted for 
my impeachment, that my fervices were of the utmoft im¬ 
portance, and, in fad, have preferved India to this country, 
l aia fenfible, I fay, that notwithftanding thefe thanks and 
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fervices, it is Aill pnffible for me to have committed many re* 
prehen(ible a61 ions, and that the performance of a thoufand 
meritorious deeds, is no p oof of innocence, in other tranf- 
adtions. 

u My Lords, although l have fully and irrefutably anfwertj’ 
all the general charges urged again ft me, 1 cannot expeft you 
will give me credit for perfedt innocence in every papficujar 
inftance, unlef that innocence were proved by evidence now 
before you ; and it is with a view of recalling your LJbrdlhips* 
attention to that proof, that 1 (hall now enter into a curfory 
examination of the criminal points contained in thw four fe- 
veral articles which have been brought before your LVrdihips. 

** It cannot be exped)t*d f lliould reply, in the fpaaeof one 
day, to every minute allegnrion which my accufcas would 
have your Lordfhips behold in a criminal point ofjrview.— 
The want of time will not permit to go into a detail; and I 
muft therefore diredl my attention to the great points of cri¬ 
minality, as they are called by my acculers. 

“ The firft charge which was brought before your Lord¬ 
fhips (l am ferry to fay now more than three years ago) was, 
that refpedting Benares—and the points to which criminality 
is imputed are principally theft: That 1 violated a tieaty 
with an independent Prince, by unjuft'y compelling him to 
pay five lacks of rupees annually for three years; that I / 
caufed his perfon to bearrefted, and that 1 intended to impofir 
upon him an enormous fine for imputed delinquency ; that { 
expelled him from his country, and appointed a fucceflor with 
a ftipulation of feventeen lacks of rupees advanced rent to the 
Company. 

“ My Lords, thefe are the fun no fed principal points of 
criminality in the firft article. Thefe arc not all; hut the 
remainder are of an inferior nature, and fo dependent upon 
thofe which I have enumerated, that they mull Hand or fall 
together. 

u My Lords, there is abundant evidence adduced by my 
profecutors to fliew that Cheyt Sing was not an independent 
Prince. He was, as his father and grandfather had been, the 
vafT.il of Sujah Dowla. The diilri&s of Benares and Gha- 
zepore were transferred to our government by the prefent 
Nabob of Oude, at a time when l myftJf could not be an* 
fvverable for any of the a£ts of Adininillration, being then in 
a minority. » 

“ My Lords, it is true that my accufi rs Jock infinite pains 
to prove that Cheyt Sing was made independent of our Go¬ 
vernment in every refpe&, except that of paying to it annually 
twenty-three lacks of rupees, and that we had irrevocably 
bound ourfelves down not to exa6f, in any cafe 1 whatever, a , 
larger fum than that juft mentioned. All this body of proof H 
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is collected from the difcordant minutes of the difiereht Meot- 
bers of the Council) and from the refolutions of the whole.— 
Upon thefe minutes and refolutions they have relied Cheyt 
Sing’s right of independency. 

“My Lords, 1 fcarcely need tell you, that whatever our 
' various refolutions or opinions might be, individually or col¬ 
lectively, they could not affc£t the right or title of Cheyt 
Srhjr to the Zemindary, nor the tenure by which he held ir. 
He w2» neither moie nor lefs than a Zemindar. His Sunnud 
and Pojkah were made our, not from a copy of flipulations 
and agreements between him and the Company, but from the 
common formulae of fuch inftruments granted to Zemindars 
in the Cjfotnpany’s original provinces. The Rajah never pre¬ 
tended -any right to ftipulate or demand: he was content with 
what t te Company was pleafed to allow him. 

“ iV^y Lords, 1 do again inlifc upon it, that no arguments, 
votes, 6r refolutions, of our Board, could confer any right 
or title upon Cheyt Sing, which lie did not poffefs from his 
Pottah and Sunn ml: therefore the whole of the evidence* 
which the Managers have brought refpedUng our various opi¬ 
nions on the rights of Cheyt Sing, is null and void ; and ha 
muft he considered the fame as any other Zemindar of the 
Britifli Government, with the exception of certain privileges 
conferred upon him, winch were accurately defined in the 
Sunnud and Pott ah. 

, ‘ “ Perhaps there never was a more unfair attempt to de- 

‘ lutle a Court of Jullice than that of making me aufwerable for 
violation of a treaty with an iml-pendent Prince, who had 
no other claim to independence than that of being fo Ailed in 
foine of our debates in Council, through the inaccuracy of 
language. 

“ It follows from whatT have faid, that if every Govern¬ 
ment has, in time of dang*-r and necelfily, a right to increnfe 
the taxes and revenues upon their fubjecds, we had alio the 
fame right to incre.if* the tax, rent, or revenue, or whatever 
name be given to Cheyt Sing’s yearly payments, upon him, 
who was our fubjeft, whenever neceffity fhoukl require it; and 
of that necefiity Government only could judge. 

“ Thefe, my Lords, were rnv lentiments at the time 
when I moved in Council for a temporary fubfldy to be paid 
by Cheyt Sing. Thefe are my lentiments at the prefent mo¬ 
ment. I coulidered taxation and protection as infeparably’ 
arifing from each other. 1 never did look upon the Sunnud 
as exempting Cheyt Sing from the cuflomary demands which 
iillluperior Hates in India make upon their dependants in time 
of war; namely, that of aids both in money and troops. To 
this point of right in our Government, to demand aid in 
troops and money'during a war, I muil entreat your Lord- 
‘ J ■ fhips 



fiujpv tsfoltparticqlarly t o attend; for if yourLordfhips (hall 
be of opinion with His Majefty’s prime Minifter, an opinion 
delivered with much iolemnity in the Houle of Common^ 
that our Government did podefs the right, then ail the cri¬ 
minality imputed to this demand of a contribution of Cheyt 
Sing vanilhes, and is totally annihilated. But (hould your r 
Lord (hips think otherwite, which 1 cannot for a momen’ 
iuppofe, in that event my guilt will be a mere error'Bf 
judgement, which is rather a weaknels of human nature'than 
a fault* } 

** Again, if your Lordlhipsthink with me, that v*e1ind a 
right to call upon Cheyt Sing, then the next queJtton will 
be, whether our demands were too great for the urgency of 
the occafion, or beyond his ability to comply with'. The 
ium demanded was only five lacks, and it was not made till 
after we commenced a war with the Mahrattas, and bad re¬ 
ceived intelligence of a war with the French, and thought 
ourfelves in danger of an invafion 

“ My Lords, l need not enter into a detail of the various 
ohje&ions, difficulties, and delays, which Cheyt Sing made 
iu the payment of the required aid. It is fuifipient to ac¬ 
knowledge, that 1 went up the country determined to call 
him to account for his mifrouduCt. The refult was his im- 
prifonment and reicue, a rebellion, and his confequent expul- 
fion from his country. 

“ My Lords, if we had a right to an extraordinary aid . 
from our Zemindars in time of war, we had a right to en- 1 
force that demand. We did enforce it upon Cheyt Sing; hut* 
it was attended with lb many increa.'ing difficulties and de¬ 
lays, that it alinoft rendered abortive the purpoles it was in¬ 
tended for at a moft critical fe.ifon. 

“ My Lords, it is urged again ft me as a matter of great 
criminality, that l put the Rajah Cheyt Sing under arreft.—* 

It is true, \ did fo; hut hL a i reft was not attended with any 
difgraceful re it rain t, for it was in his own houfe. 

“ It is alfo urged again!! me with much acrimony, that I 
Intended to lay a fine on the Ra jah of fifty lacks of rupees.— 
The fum is undoubtedly large in found ; hut it by no mean$ 
exceeded the ability of Cheyt Sing to pay it with eafe, as is 
evident from the Creatures left behind him, :|fter he had em¬ 
ployed all his carriage ca’tle to export his gold and jewels to a 
foreign territory. He rnuft have been immenfcly rich; and a 
finall fine would not have been felt as any punifhment by a 
man of his opulence. But, my Lords, whether I was wrong 
or right in my intention, I had no other view in it than that 
of relieving the neceffities of the Company, by an a& which 
I conceived to be flridlly juft. Anti after all, there certainly 
can be no crime in an unexecuted intention, an intentiop 
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which the Rajah knows not to this hour, and which I poffibJy 
might have altered upon the Rajah’s fubmiflion and promife of 
better conduct. 

“ The next point of criminality is, that I appointed a 
fucceflbr after the expulllon of Cheyt Sing, and ir.creal'eJ the 
revenues to feventeen lacks of rupees annually. 

4 “ My Lords, there was no alternative between the refto- 

iVjtion of Cheyt Sing, and the appointment of a fucceftor.—— 
The former was impoflible, and the latter ccnfequently un- 
avoidat le. In my choice of a fucceflo*, I was gulib-d by the 
rules o^confanguinity and hercditaiy fucceftion; and in fet- 
tiieg ti e revenues, 1 did what my dntv to th? Company rt- 
ruired r>f me. 1 fixed iheir amount from the bcfi informa¬ 
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lriflin': balances in fome years, which liave fine'- been re i- 
li'.ed, Vit* a fufficicnt leftimony of its nor being over rati d. 

“ Before I quit this article, it may be necei.ary to rail the 
nttetition of your Lordfhips to another point:—Ailn a 1 
did, undet a dt. legated authority, 1 maintain, tint whenever 
my fuperiers had icfoimation both of my opinion and cj;; draff, 
and exprefled no difapprobation of either- their 1-lame amount- 


vvas ft art-‘d by Mr. Francis as to our rignt of making it; I 
recorded my opinion, that we pone fled that light which is in¬ 
herent inwall Governments, of calling upon tin sr lubjecls 
for extraordinary aids upon extiaordinary emcrguiciey, and 
th-t we were not precluiv d lioin exercising ib.at light I*y any 
engagement made with C!ey t Sing. 

“ A fecond debate a robe at live Beard upon the fame qurf* 
tion in cot sequence of his delays and evafioii?, and a pointed 
reference w as made t f the tp vslion, in both inftances, to tho 
Coiut of Din-elms, from whom 1 never received one word of 


cenfureor disapprobation to what we continued to do, and 
it-gularly reported in our letters a id minutes, for three years 
f’ucceflively. The fame communication was made to His 
JVlajelty’s Miniiler, the prefentFai I of Guildford, with whom, 
at bis own requeft, 1.correlponded for many years. 

“ My Lords, it would be an cxtiemely hard cafe to make 
me anfvverahle for an error in judgement; into which, it I 
have fallen, I have fallen in common with my immediate fu- 
periois, and His Majefty’s Minifler. But, my Lords, 1 feel 
my fell fo ftrong, fo grounded on the matter of right, that I 
hold it almoft impoflible there (hould be a diflenring opinion 
i:i any human being who will be at the pains of examining the 
queftion with impatiality. 
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“ My Lords,. in the courfeof this trial, my aecuferv, to 
excite a popular odium again ft me, have called me the abet¬ 
tor or uforper of arbitrary power. I certainly did not ufe the 
words arbitrary po«ei in the fenfe which has been imputed to 
me. The language, it is true, was not my own, fori was 
indebted fur that part of my defence to the afliftance of a 
fiend; but this 1 cm aver, that nothing more was meant by 
arbitrary power than dhc ret ion ary power. I confidered my/ 
felf and Council as inverted with that difcretionary power 
which Commanders in Chief have over their armies, which 
the legiilature has lately confeired in a greater extent on Lord 
Cornwallis iingly, and which all Governments have fp theit 
legiflative capacity oyer the property of their fubieHs, f 
neVer confidered that my will 01 caprice was to be th«J guide 
of my conduit, but that l was refponfible fof the ufe of the 
authority with which I was inverted, to thofe who had con? 
ferred it on me. 

“My Lords, let me be tried by this rule : Did I a €t pru? 
dently and confiftently with the intereft of my fuperiors, and 
of the peop ! e whom I governed? Whatever may be your Lord- 
ihips* opinion upon this queflion, .1 can with a fale confidence 
declare to all the world, that my intentions were perfectly 
upright, and biased by no ft Ihfih confideraikv'S whatever. 

“ My Lords, having faid thus much on the fubjedl of the 
:firft article, l muft pray your patience whilfi I m^ke a few 
comments on the fecond. 

“ The principal point of imputed criminality in this arti¬ 
cle is, that after the Supreme Council had guaranteed the Be¬ 
gum in the pofleffion of the trcafuru left in her cuflody by her. 
deceafed hufband, Sujnh Dowlah,-T permitted her fon to re¬ 
fume by force the faid treafures, and thereby violated the 
guarantee. In order to influence the minds of your Lord (hips 
and the Public, great pains were taken by my nccufers to re- 
prelent me as guilty of the moll atrocious cruelties and barba¬ 
rities in the aftt of refumption. I have, hoivever, the happi- 
jiets to find, that it is totally unneceflary fi>r me to enter into 
an exculpation of rnyfelf with regard to the latter part; for 
the evidence of Captain Jacques and Major Gilpin clearly 
proves, no' only that no cruellies were committed in the man¬ 
ner which is fiated in the articl s, but if there really had been 
pny cruelties committed, no blame could be imputed to me, 
fior to any perfon ailing under the Britifh Government.— 
That the j-efumption of the Begum’s jagheers, and the re- 
fumptiop of he; treafure, had my approbation, I readily ad- 
fnit; nay more.- T admit, that after 1 had given my confewt 
to the Nabob’s refuming all the jagheers, and refuming all 
the treafure, 1 did earneftly urge him to carry his intentions; 
into cfielh 
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“ My Lords, at the time of my giving this content, I was, 
from the intelligence I had received, fully convinced of the 
Begum's difaffeflion to our Government. It was not my 
opinion only, but it was the general rumour of the country, 
that fhe and her MiniRers aided and fupported Cheyt Sing in 
his rebellion. That fuch was the general rumour and puplic 
opinion, is evident from the affidavits already before your 
Lo'dlhips; and notwithftanding the ingenuity of the Mana¬ 
gers, who laboured to explain away their meanings, they Rill 
contain and afford the moil ample proof of the hoflile inten¬ 
tions, bcth of the Begum and her MiniRers, towards our 
Government. But had the continuatibn of this feffion en¬ 
abled me to enter into a detailed defence, I could have 
brought the moft irrefiflible evidence to prove, not only the 
general Vumour and opinion, but alfo that the Begum did, 
through her MiniRers, aflually lend her affiflance to our ene¬ 
mies. 

“ My Lords, I believe there is no Rate in the world that 
confiders a guarantee, made in favour of another Rate, bind¬ 
ing any longer than whilfl they continue in amity with each 
other. The firfl hoflile aft of the party guaranteed is, and 
rouft lie, a fufficienl reafon for withdrawing prote&ion. 

“ It is not expefled that we fhould pr-tefl our enemies.— 
It is true the Begum could not be conlldered as the Queen or 
Emprels of an independent Rate: fhe was properly a jag- 
heerdar, under the dominion of her foil; and ptrhaps, there 
was much more internal criminality in making the guarantee, 
than in withdrawing it. The aft of making it was not mine; 
it was done by the Refident without the knowledge of the 
Board; but it had their approbation after it was done. Nei¬ 
ther do I contend, that our Government was not bound to 
the fulfilment of the conditions. But as a great clamour 
had been raifed without doors about the refumption of the 
Begum's treafure, and as it has been rep relented as a moft 
unnatural affc for a fon to roh his mother, l hope your Lord- 
ihips will allow me to Rate and explain the matter. 

When Sujah Dowlah died, he left a large fum of money 
in the cuRody of his wife: fhe had been his treafurer, and 
was fo at his deceafe. By the Mahomedan laws, the widow 
having a dower or fettlement, is not entitled to any fhare of 
the inteRate’s effefts. Sujah Dowlah died without a will; 
and though poflefled of a very large fum of ready money, was 
alfo very deeply in debt. His debts, if paid, would proba¬ 
bly have confumed every rupee in his treafury. In India, 
as in all other countries, debts muR be paid, if there are fuf- 
ficient afTets, prior to legacies, or any diRribution among 
ithp heirs. In any point of view, the Begum had no legal 
pright to the treasures of her deceafed hufband: fhe had no 
« Mm 2 right. 



5 68 


PARLIAMENTARY A. ij$i. 

right, except that of poffeflion; and of that her fon would 
have forcibly deprived her, had not the Refident interfered 
with his conciliatory advice between them. Nothing could 
excui'e his interference, but the confuleration of the near re- 
lationfhip between the parties, and the certainty of the Na¬ 
bob’ having his juft right at the dedth of bis mother. Hdd 
my accufers thought fit to have taken the other fide of the 
queftion, they could with as rnucheafe, and wi h much more 
juft ice, have influenced the minds of their hearers again# the 
mother for her unnatural conduit to her fon, than they did 
influence them againft the fon for iil conduit to his mother. 
I fay with much more juftice, hoc;-life the fon had a right by 
the laws of his country, which his mother had not. If the 
lull t wav deprived of the treafure, Ihe was only deprived of 
that ibme yeai.s laser, of which fhc could make noh:fe, and 
which (he ought vohmtaiily to have given up fome years 
bu'tf.' r. N *’3- holds, 1 fpcak tliis on the equity of the cite; 
ter though it may he contended that the Begum had a right ti> 
the 11 ratutc, by the Nabob’s conccffion and our guarantee, 
ft e nevci had. nor could have, an equitable right to retain it. 
'I here wop id have been nothing unjuft or unnatural in the 
Nabob's taking by foicc the treafure left by his father, if he 
had done it in the firft inflance, and appropriated it to the 
payment of the immense debts which Sujah Dcwlah owed 
'■»ht.u he dp d, and which the fon was obliged to pay. It L 
nothing more than is done frequently by our Courts of Juft ice, 
v ho will com pi! an avaiicious mother to divide her dcccafid 
I'uf.'.and s picp i'iy with lu-r children, by an execution on her 
ds, or imprifonment of her perfon. 

If there would have been nothing improper in the Na¬ 
bobs infiftiiig u|»ou his right in the hillinftance, there could 
he nothing unnatural in what he did in the fecond inflance: 
I e only fxerciS'<1 a right which he was reftrained from uling 
hy a foreign influence, which, as I have faid, was not very 
properly exetti d. 

i ’ But, my Lords, whether our interference in the original 
(hfpete between the mother and the fon was right or not, it 
Was ccrtam Hie was entitled to our favour no longer than while 
fhc con tin tvd to deferve if. 

“ My Lords, after I had, upon the fullcft conviclion of 
the Begum’s difaffe&ion to our Government, confirmed to 
the refumption of the treafure and jagheers, it is true, 1 was 
defirous of having it carried into immediate eflbct. B8t the 
refumption of the jagheers was firft propofed by the Nabob 
himftlf to be general; and the point upon which l afterwards 
prefft d him was, that of reluming the jagheers from his or¬ 
derlies—a defeription of men that were by no means deferv- 
ntg of bis countenance or favour. He never was averfe to 

the 
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the rcfumption of thejagheers which were held by hispother; 
but rather than extend that refumption to his orderlies, though 
originally propofed by Jiimfelf, he would have abandoned the 
plan altogether. This I oppofed ttrenuoufly, hecauie, hav¬ 
ing committed myfelf by the alient I gave, 1 could not brook 
the idea of my name being tnade ufe of for the purpnfe of mak¬ 
ing fo unworrhy a diftindlion, which mutt have affix!ed both 
the character of myfelf, and of the Knglifli Government. 

“ Much criminality has been imputed to my n.'glettt #f 
* the Company’s orders, which enjoined me to make a judicial 
inquiry into the truth of the ilegum’s difaflhelien. My 
Lords, I pofitively deny now, as 1 did at the time in Ilengal, 
that any order was tranfmitted to us to make any inquiry at 
all; and if upon any conttrudlion of language ir had been 
deemed an order, which it was not by any one Member of 
the Hoard, it would have been an adfc of infinity in us to have 
obeyed it, in Auguft, 1783 , when a perfc& reconciliation 
had taken place between the Nabob and his mother. Suck 
an inquiry would have thiown all the Nabob’s dominions into 
utter confufjon. To have entered int r - an inquiiy, if it had 
been ordered, which T affirm, and fo did Mr. Macpherfon, 
after attentively reading the letter, it was not, would have 
opened the breach again, and, perhaps, prevented it from 
ever clofiug : hcfides, no arguments upon earth could have 
convinced the Nabob of the propriety of his reftoring the 
treafure, which ever was, in ftricl juttice and equity, his 
ovvn, and of which he had been unjuftly kept out of pofTef- 
fion. 

“ My Lord;, there is a contradiction in the charges 
brought againft me by my prolocutors, which (hews that 
their zeal for acculing, tranfported them beyond the bounds 
of judgement. I am accufed of wringing by violence frOnx 
the Nabob, his content to the rcfumption of the treafures 
and of the jagheers in one part of the article; and in another, 
of having fold my content to the fame meafure for $en lacks 
of rupees to the Nabob. 

** My Lords, it is impoffible thefe two propofitions can 
Hand together: they contradidt each other, and I pofitively 
deny them both. 1 have another obfervation to make with 
refpedl to the lefumption of the jaghcers. It was ilipulated 
. with the Nabob, that an equivalent in money ihould be an¬ 
nually pa : d to the Pegum, in lieu of the lands of which fhe 
\v as deprived. There was certainly no injutticein this, and 
the meafure was of infinite fervice to the Nabob’s Govern¬ 
ment; for it cut off tliofe mifehiefs to which a divided au¬ 
thority is always liable in India. 

“ I mutt intreat your Lordttups to remember, that at the 
time I formed an intention to levy a fine upon Cheyt Sing, 

and 
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and whan I contented to the refamption of the Begum’s trea¬ 
fure, our Government was in the utmoft cl i ft refs for money. 
I need not in this place enter into a minute detail of the fe- 
veral armies we then had in the field, or of the various de¬ 
mands upon me for immediate fupplies of treafure. It is 
fufficient to fay, that the diftrefs was as great as it was pof- 
fible to be without an aftual ftate of bankiuptcy, and infol- 
vency. It was very natural, under fuch circumftances, for 
me to avail myfelf of everyjuft means of fupply, which for¬ 
tune might throw in my way. It might, and 1 may fay it 
a&ually did, incline me to aft with greater promptitude and 
decifion than 1 otherwifc ftiould have done. I do not, how¬ 
ever, mean to fay, that the want of money for the public fer- 
vice would have induced me to take the very meafures I did: 
neither is it neceflary to fay what tneafures L (hould have ta¬ 
ken, under other circumftances, to procure the fpeedy pay¬ 
ment of the Nabob’s debt. But it would have been highly 
criminal in me, had I neglected or refufed to give my alien t 
to the Nabob’s propofition, which was founded in juftice and 
expediency, both for his CGovernment and ours, and particu¬ 
larly at a time When treafure was fo much wanted for the pay¬ 
ment of our armies. 

“My Lords, 1 do moft folemnly declare that I a&ed to the ' 
beft of my judgement, paying due regard on the one hand to 
the laws of juftice and on the other to the intereft of my em¬ 
ployers. To myfelf individually it was a matter of no mo¬ 
ment how the exigencies of the iervice were fupplied, fo they 
were a&ually and effeftualJy fupplied. I could have no undue 
bias upon my mind; for had I been inclined to aft corruptly, 

J might have found my own account in forbearance, but not 
in exaftion. 

“ The next charge, my Lords, is that of the prefents, and 
it divides itfelf into two parts, viz. that of the concealed, and 
that of the avowed prefents. 

“ In qpfwer to the firft, I need only fay, that there is no 
proof before your Lordfliips of my having accepted any thing 
more than the common zeafnt *; and even of this there is no 
other proof than my own admifiion. 1 will not pretend to 
deny, I never did deny, that l accepted the ufual entertain¬ 
ments which were then (for it was previous to the a£t of Par¬ 
liament prohibiting the receipt of prefents) ufually given to 
the Vifitor, by the Vifited. The Nabob of Bengal received 
tf thoufemd ficca rupees a day for a fimilar entertainment from 0 
the Company, as often as he vilited the Governor in Calcutta. 
It was ufual in the country, and it is impoflible for any per- 
loa to read any oriental hillory, without knowing, that the 
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cuftom has prevailed all over die Eaft, from the moil ancient 
times to the prefent. My predecefiors, as 1 was informed, 
had received the fame, and it was never held criminal in tliem. 
1 can moft folemnly affirm for myfelf, and I dare fay it might 
be faid for my predeceffors alfo, that I did not add one rupee 
to my fortune by this allowance; and l am coniident 1 mull 
have charged as large a fum to the Company, if it had not 
been paid to me according to invariable ufuage, from the 
Nizamut. It is impoffihle there could have been any thing 
wrong in this tranfa&ion : not only was it a matter of public 
notoriety never denied by me, but the opinion of Counfel 
^as taken by the Company, as to the propriety of commenc¬ 
ing a profecution again!! me for it, at a time when the Minif- 
ter wilhed to feize any ground for removing me from my fla- 
tion, through the medium of the Court of Directors. The 
legillature, fince this bulinefs was the fubjedt of difeuffion, 
has three feveral times appointed me Governor General of 
Bengal, at the recommendation of that Minifter. Surely, 
|ny Lords, it cannot be the intention of my countrymen, after 
availing themfelves of my fervices as long as they wanted 
them, to call me to an account for adts, yrhich were publicly 
known fifteen years ago. If there was any crinynality in my 
receiving the amount of my expences from the Nabob, it was 
fufficient to have induced my i’uperiors to have recalled me at 
the time when they firft knew of it: but it was never held up 
to the world as a heinous offence, till my enemies thought 
it might be of ufe, to load the fcale of criminality. 

“ Time, my Lords, will not permit me to lay any more 
in exculpation of myfelf from the remainder of the alle¬ 
gations in this part of the article, nor is it neceffary, lince 
no evidence has been given upon them ; but l folemnly de¬ 
clare that each allegation is utterly falfe, and without a Iha- 
dow of foundation ; I folemnly declare, that I never, diredlly 
or,indiredUy, received a prefent from Nundcomar, or any 
pther perfon mentioned in this divifion of the charge. 

“ I mull haften to make my obfervations on that part of 
the charge which is called the avowed prefents. 

u My Lords, the Managers of the profecution againft mo 
have here prepared a two-edged fword; for they have endea¬ 
voured to Ihew a double (hare of criminality in this tranfac- 
tion. Firft they contend, that I took the prefents with a 
corrupt intention, and would have kept them, had not my 
fears urged me to adifclofure; and fecondly, that the receipt 
/of prefents, though for the ufe of the Company, was a 
breath of an of Parliament. In fupport of the firft con- 
jclufion, they have nothing but their own fufpicions, which 
they have endeavoured to imprefs upon the minds of your 
Lor,dihij>Sj by attempting to Ihew a variation in the feveral 
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Accounts which I have given refpe&ing the time and manner 
of receiving them. * 

“To repel this mode of attack, and to efface the fufpi- 
cions which they endeavour to raife, lhave the oath of Mr^ 
Larkins, a man of the higheft chara&er for truth and ho¬ 
nour, whofe integrity has been repeatedly acknowledged by 
Earl Cornwallis, the Board of Control, and the Court of 
Directors, and whom 1 believe to he as rigidly honuft a man 
as any in Europe. That there are variations in the different 
accounts 1 admit. Many iniitake- l have mad-;, which have 
{truck me wi'h as much ailonifhmcnt as they could puffibly. 
itrike any of your Loi\:lh:pc. • If there had boon any a<$ 
clone by me a few years ago, cf which 1 conceived myfelf 
warranted to fpcak with a mor-* p. riV6t recollection than 
another, it was this : That heL*re I left Calcutta, in July 

1781, 1 had so dor fed thv. ho.ids of which yout Lordihips 
have heard fo rrnrh, and had left tlunn with Mi. Larkinr, 
to deliver up to the Council, in the ev'nt of my death. So 
defirous was I that th', Rat-ament of this faCl fhould not reft 
upon myaffliiion, th.’t I defired a feirch might he made at 
the India Houle for fhole bonds, or for copies of them; but 
none were to. be found. I then requefted Major Scott to 
write to Mr. Larkins in my name, and to defire a fearch to 
be made for them in Calcutta; and if found, that they might 
be publicly tranfmitted to the Company. They were found: 
they were lent to the Company in 1789 by Earl Cornwallis, 
at the exprefs requifition of Mr. Larkins, who ftates in his 
letter that he made that requifition at my defire, tranfmitted 
to him by Major Scott; hut to my utter furprife, the en- 
dorfement of the bonds is not dated until the 29th of May* 

1782. 

“ After this faCt, my Lords, 1 am as ready as any man 
to acknowledge, that l have been imprudent in a degree that 
merits fomeof the reflections fo illiberally thrown out againft 
me, for having written, as l have too often done, on mat¬ 
ters of account, in which I have myfelf been previoufly con¬ 
cerned, without having a fingle paper or document of any 
fort near me at the time I wrote; for I admit it to have been 
well olderved by the Manager who cloft’d the article of pre- 
fents, that I not only affirmed I had endorfed the bonds in 
the middle of 1781, but had aligned a reafon for fo doing; 
namely, left I fhould die during my abfcnce from Calcutta. 

“ My Lords, after this, I fhould he almoft afraid to ha¬ 
zard a fuppofition; but as the bonds were left with Mr. 
Larkins, as my attorney, and as Mr. Larkins knew from 
the firft that they were not my property, 1 conclude that I told 
kirn, in 1781, that in the event of my deceafe he was to de- 
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liver them to the Council, which ! confounded with the a Gt 
of having eiulorfed them. 

“ But, my Lords, from all the inaccuracies in the accounts 
before you, I defy any candid *man alive to draw this con- 
clufion; that I intended for a moment to apply this money, or 
a rupee of it, to my own ufe. 

“My Lord*, you cannot fu r pe£! me of a fraudulent inten¬ 
tion, without looking upon me as the weakeft, or upon Mr. 
Larkins, as the molt perjured of mankind. Had my c.on- 
ftru6tion of the purpofe intended by the endorCement of the 
•bonds been invented for the purpole of deception, L fhould 
have flopped when 1 had ailigned it. Infttad of this, I 
fought, and with a diligence which it is not likely that I 
fhould have employed to detect myfllf in a Life hood; firft, 
for authentic copies of the ondorfed bonds at the India Houfe, 
and afterwards for the originals in Calcutta. Thule being 
found, proved that l had erred in my account of the tranfac- 
tion; but it alfo rlemonftratively proved, that 1 had given 
that account, believing it to be true; and preemptively, 
that my intention and confluent inflrutfions to Mr. Lar¬ 
kins were, that the bond*:, in the event of my death, fhould 
be cancelled by him. • 

“ Time will not allow me to enter into a detail of the va¬ 
rious circumflances, and to give my reafons for accepting 
the prefents, farther than to repeat wlnt 1 have often declared, 
that the neceflitics of the Compmy’s for vice made me joy¬ 
fully fnatch at every juft means of relieving them. The 
Managers have totally failed in their endeavours to fliew any 
conupt adl done by me in favour of the perfons from whom 
thefe prelents were received. The lands at Nudueea, Di- 
migepoor, and Bahar, were let to thebefl poffible advantage, 
and every means taken to realize their revenues. 

“ My Lords, it will depend upon your Lord (hips to give 
me what degree of credit you plcafe. Whether 1 intended for 
a?moment to apply any one of the iuins received by me to 
my own ufe, is a point which can be known only to God and, 
nay own confluence. 1 can folemnly, and with a pure con- 
fcience, affirm, that T never did harbour fuch a thought fer 
an inflant: and peimit me to add, my Lord*, that l was too 
intent upon the means to be employed for preferving India 
to Great Britain, from the hour in which 1 was informed that 
France meant to flrain every nerve to difpute that empire 
with us, to beflow a thought upon niyfelf, or my own pri¬ 
vate fortune. 

“ With refpe£! to my having violated an act of Parlia¬ 
ment, I do by no means admit that 1 have done it: that de¬ 
pends, not upon what 1 have done, hut upon what vour Lord- 
fhips mav do; that is, upon what conflru&ion your Lord- 
Vol, XXX. N n lhips 



H&ips may put upon tbp dtjjwtcd e&ufe. I can only fay, that 
I interpreted it to the beft of my judgement; and if 1 have 
erred, I have dene fo in common with many others. No 
perfon ever fuggefled to me, that the a£t of Parliament de¬ 
prived the Company of the right of receiving the cuftomary 
prefents, till 1 heard that interpretation from fome Members 
of the Heufe of Commons. 

“ My Lords, I fliould think it impoffible for your Lord- 
fhips to fix any criminality upon incurable ignorance—I fay 
jneuiable—for thougli your Lordfhips fliould punifh me in 
the fever eft: manner for this miftake. the example can he of 
no ufe to the prefent generation, nor to pofteiity : for you 
can 'never give a common underftanding the powers of diving 
into the latent meaning ol an oh feu re claufe in an arft of 
Parliament ; a claufe of which its real, but latent meaning, 
is at variance with its grammatical conilru&ion. 

“ But, my Lords, a criminality of this nature mull de¬ 
pend as well upon the underiimuling of the Judges, as of the 
party accufed; for it ispoffible that his interpretation may be 
right, and theirs wrong. 

“ But, my Lords, I have two ohfervations to makp, ei¬ 
ther of which alone would be a full anfwer to the point of 
criminality: Juft, that there can be no criminality in un¬ 
avoidable error; for though it is a maxim in law, that igno¬ 
rance is no excufe, it goes upon this fuppofition, that infor¬ 
mation was poffible; which, in my cafe, it was not. be- 
condly, that “ Communis errorfacit jus? for every body that 
1 had occafloH to con vet fc or corrcfpond with feemed all to 
underftand the claufe in the fame light as I did. 

“ I muft here conclude my comment upon this article, 
with again declaring the purity of my intentions; that I ac¬ 
cepted the prefents for the good of my employers, and that t 
employed them in their fcrvice at a time when the Govern¬ 
ment of India was diftreffed beyond the power of defeription. 

“ My Lords the fourth article is that of Contrafts and 
Allowances. It comprehends, in a Government of thirteen 
ygars, five different heads. 

“ The fitft is, that I gave Mr. Sulivan a contract for 
opium, which proved very lucrative to him, and that T gave 
it v> i'hom putting it up to the loweft bidder. The fa£ts are 
true, and it is incumbent upon me to explain every circum- 
ftance in the tranfarftion. It was 1 myfelf that created that 
refource of revenue for the Company, and they derived 
much advantage, from it, above half a million fterling in my 
Government. 

“ The value of the opium contract was firft afeertained by 
au&ion, and we accepted the propofals of Mr. Griffith and 
Vr. Wilton, who were the loweft of thirteen bidders. We 



A! 1791. • DEBATES. 

gave it to them a fecond year j and in 1777 this contrad was 
given to a friend of Mr. Francis's, to a Mr. Mackenzie, who 
held it three years upon the former terms and then it was 
given to him for one year longer. It was next given to Mr. 
Sulivan, who, it feems, fold the contract at a very advanced 
rate to Mr. Benn, who afterwards fold it to Mr. Young; but 
of this fale I was utterly ignorant, until after my arrival in 
England; and Mr. Sulivan was, during the whole period of 
his contract, the perfon refponfible to the Eaft-India Com- 

•i^y- _ 

“ My Lords, it was impoffible for me to know the exa& 
price of opium in the provinces; and it now appears upon 
evidence, that it was purchafed by the fecond contractors 
much cheaper than ever it had been by the Patna Council, 
when they enjoyed it as a perqbifite. 

** The only queftion that can he afked here is : Why was 
not the contrad! put up to auction according to the Compa* 
ny’s order ? 

“ To this, my l ords, T iftifwer, that opium was of that 
nature, and fo liable to frauds and adulteration, that it was 
detrimental to the intereft of the Company to gfre a contract 
upon fuch low terms as to drive the contractor to tin necef- 
fity of debating its quality, to preferve himfeif from lofs.— 
It was ahioluiely ntceffiry in fuch a cafe, as it was in many 
others, to have a man of credit, honour, and property, upon 
whom we could rely for a juir and faithful pc rformanceof his 
engagement. 

*• My Lords, it was objected that Mr. Sulivan was too 
young and unexperienced for fuch an employment: hut thofe 
who made the objection did not advert to this confideration, 
that tile fame objection would lie ngainft Mr. Mackenzie, 
and it would operate againft the appointment of every Mem¬ 
ber of Council who had of late been fent to India Suiely 
inexperience in the growth and manufacture of opium, and 
inexperience in the modes and forms of Government, are 
expofed to hazards of very different magnitude and confe- 
quence. 

“ An objection has been raifed againft Mr. Sulivan, on 
account of his being called my afliftant. By affiftantit was 
not meant colleague in office, or participant in power; but a 
mere refpeCtable name fora fecretary, or writer. 

“ 1 he next head is, the Army cattle ContraCt. Upon 
this i am charged with corruption and wafte in the rates, 
and excels in the increafed numbers of the cattle. 

“ r i he corioption, I conclude, alludes to fome inordinate 
j profit in it. To this T anfwer, that the profit wasfolemnly 
j attefted by Mr. Fergufon, offering to confirm it by oath, 
|Ghat fifteen per cent, per annum was the extent of the profit 

N n 2 during 



PARLIAMENTARY A. 1799 

during the war, and that profit Hill liable to outftanding debts* 
This, fo far from being an exorbitant profit, amounted to no 
more than a reafonahle agency. 

“ But 1 fhould hr ft have anfwered the charge of breach of 
orders in not putting the contra# up to au#ion, and accept¬ 
ing the lowed bidder. The Army Contra# had for many 
fuccefiive years lieen put up to annual fale, until it had been 
beaten down to rates unequal to the fervice. This came in 
proof before me: for when the war was fpreading, the con- 
tra#or threw liimfelf upon our equity, and declared lie couH 
not perform the fervice upon the terms he had undertaken.— 
The terms, in confequence of that reprefen ration, were re- 
vifed and amended; the Board having, in the year 1778, 
granted additional allowances, bccaute the former were in- 
li.fficient. How was it police to advertifc for the loweft 
bidder, while we were rejel'iing the loweft bidder, and ad¬ 
mitting the expediency of railing his terms? The thing re¬ 
quired by the Company was impracticable. As to the ex¬ 
travagance of the rate*, thefehad bten formed with the ad¬ 
vice of the heft informed and mo ft experienced officers. This 
point was alfo brought in proof before me: for when Gene¬ 
ral Goddard’s army was to match aciofs India, they had 
fcarcely quitted our provinces, when the contra#or proved 
liimfelf once more obliged to throw himlhlf upon the iuftice 
of the Board, notwithstanding the railed rates, which he 
found inadequate to the fervice; he therefore prayed that 
fome other might do the fervice ; and his prayer was granted. 

* 6 The excefs of numbers is next to be confidered.—— 
Six thou fund feven hundred were appointed for an army of 
thirty-five thoufand men. No detachment marched that did 
nor require much larger proportion than theft* numbers bore 
to the whole army. The army now in the field, of eighteen 
thoufand men, has twenty-three ihoufiiml head of cattle. A 
detachment of two thoufand five hundred men matched from 
Bombay f they had nineteen thoufand head. In fhort, no 
army ever moved that did not prove the numbers fixed in the 
new contra# to be too fmall, inftead of too great, provided I 
am right in my opinion, which i-, that the army in Bengal, 
and in Oude, fhould at all times be in readinefs for a#ual 
fervice. 

(i The next criminal point imputed tome, is that of grant¬ 
ing extraordinary allowances to Sir Eyre Coote, and conti¬ 
nuing them to him after the Court of Dire#ors had paohi- 
bited thofe allowances. 

M My Lords, the Company allowed the Commander ii 
Chief, being in Council, -fix thoufand pounds a year, for hr 
fep'arate truft. Sir John Clavering thought it inefficient 
nd remonftrated, but without l'uccefs. The probable con 
l fequenc 
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fequence of his failure was, that he never vifited the cliftant 
flat ions of the army, nor took the field in perfon whilft in In* 
dia. Sir Eyre Coote, on the contrary, early declared his in¬ 
tentions to vifit the feveral ftations of the army, and the 
Board fixed certain allowances, which he was to receive while 
abfent from Calcutta., He reviewed the army in Oude, and 
the Board thought it reafonahle that, while Sir Eyre Coote 
was in the Vizier’s dominions, thele extra allowancesfhould 
he defrayed by the Vizier, who readily confcnted to pay 
them. 

“ This, my Lords, was not any breach of treaty, for the 
treaty mentioned in this article, as having been violated, was 
the treaty of Lucknow, concluded in 1771;, by which the 
I^ahob was to ray two lacks, and fixty thoufand rupees a 
month, for a fpccific number of troops; hut fince that period 
an additional number of troops had been ftationed in his ow n 
dominions, at his own exprefs reejuifition for which he paid an 
additional, hut indefinite fum, annually. 

“ The Nabob had fo high a fenfe of Sir Fyre Coote’s me¬ 
rits and fervices, that inftcad of objc&ing to the propofed al¬ 
lowance, he exprefied a with that it were double that amount. 
He doubt lefs never loft fight in the Generals abfe.icc, of his 
being engaged as much in the defence of his provinces, as of 
thole of the Company ; and it was upon tha$ principle that he 
was fo forward to continue Sir Eyre Coote’s allowances 
whilft on the coaft. It is always the cuflom for all the 
Company’s military fervants to draw double Batta, or extra 
allowances, when out of the Company’s provinces; and it. 
would be ft range indeed, that the Commander in Chief Ihould 
be the only exception. 

tf My Lords, when Sir F.yre Coote quitted the upper 
provinces, and went on fervice to the coaft, the fame allow¬ 
ances were continued to him by the Company: for it was 
unreafonahie that hefhould take the field upon the allow¬ 
ances which Iris predeceflbr enjoyed for flaying in Calcutta. 

(t My Lords, 1 fo well knew the value cf bir Eyre Ccoti-’s 
prefence on the coaft, at the time when the army was de-. 
heated and difpirited, that there is hardly any thing lie coniu 
have afked, which l fhould not have given him. 

** My Lords, I muft alfo pray you to advert to th« oir- 
cumftances of General Stihbtrt, who was an inftr-oi Officer, 
having an allowance of above eighty thoufand rupees a ye.u, 
•whilft General Coote was reftrifted to fixty thoufand.- * 
Could it heexpe&cd that he fhould have been finished with 
that degrading difference, at the fame time that he wa* up.m 
a£l ual fervice, and liable to many additional expeuces, whilft 
General Stibbcrt was at his cafe, i:; cantonments, or gar- 
rifon? 


“ M-, r 
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•* My Lords, it was impoffible for Sir Eyre Coote’s allow¬ 
ance, as fettled at home, to be fufficient in the 'field, if the 
fame Ann was not too much for General Clavering in Cal¬ 
cutta, or if greater fum was not too large for General Stib- 
bert, in cantonments, 

** But, my Lords, it was not a time to cavil with Sir Eyre 
Coote about held allowances: i never was more convinced of 
the truth of any hvpothefis than of this; namely, that if Sir 
Eyre Coote had refigned in difguft, which he might have done, 
the Carnatic had been infallibly loft to this country for ever. , 
1 can only fay in addition, that I had no finifter view or mo¬ 
tive in what 1 did; and I fhould think it my duty to a# the 
fame part over again, in like circumftances. Nay, l would 
have abridged my own allowances to have increafed his, if he 
could have received them, rather than have fuffered him to 
Tefign in difguft, or to have quitted the army in diicontent. 

•* My Lords, in accounting for the agency given to Mr. 
Auriol, it will he nectilary for a moment again to call your 
attention to the very alarming and diftrefftrd ftate of our pof- 
feftions.in the Carnatic. Ilyiler APy, victorious in the field, 
with his numerous army, which had cut off a large detach¬ 
ment of our troops, and had driven the main body back with 
confiderahle lofs to Madras, was laying fiege to Arcot, which 
inevitably fell foon after, for want of fuccours. His numer¬ 
ous followers were defolating and laying wafte the whole face 
of the country, by burning the villages, and deftroying the 
cultivation, up to the very walls of Madras. 

“ In this defperate fituation did the Prefident and Council 
•write to us for every poffible aid of troops, money, and pro- 
vifions. Sir Eyre Coote, with a reinforcement of Europeans 
and treafure, by the celerity of his departure and arrival, 
though in the worft fealon of the year, gave a fortunate turn 
to the ftate of our affairs upon the coaft. We at the fame 
time entered into a contrad to fend them the quantity of rice 
which they had applied for: but this was foon exhaufted.— 
They applied for more, and Mr. Auriol, our Secretary, de¬ 
livered m propofals to fend it on the fame terms as the laft 
contract. 

** My Lords, I then forefaw that the Prefidency of Madras, 
as well as the army, muft depend entirely for their fubfiftence 
and fupport upon Bengal. Another contract would have been 
but a feeble refdurce. The exports of individuals could 
never he relied upon, for fo great and fo ferious an ohjedt. 

** My Lords, contracts might have failed. One contra#, *» 
and one only, was entered into during the fervice of the 
agency, and that did fail. The contractor prayed to be re¬ 
leafed from a great part of his contra#, and was releafed, al¬ 
though the rate of his 
price of all the agent's 


contract was higher than the average 
fupplies, with his cemtnifiiou included. 
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Kay, centrals mud have failed for want of refources tn the 
Treafury to fulfil the ftipulations for the Public. The agent 
employed his own credit. 

“ My Lords, the French fleet was for near two whole fea- 
fons in complete and undilturbvd pofleflion of the bay of Ben¬ 
gal; ours being in harbour at I»ombay. Infurance was not al¬ 
ways to be procured, and individuals would not trull their 
property but in the hopes of large profits to compenfate for 
their rifks. 


“My Lords, the Public had fo great a flake to five, that 
it anfwered to them to fend rice at all rilk's; and the event has 
proved, that it anfwered welt; as the agent, though his com- 
miffion was liberal, fupplied the fetthment of Madras with 
rice, both better in quality, and twenty per cent, cheaper, 
than the former contrail. He fupplied them with it at one 
half the price at which individuals, landing it thtre, were 
compelled hy the Government of Madras to loll it to them in 
exchange for bills upon Bengal; and the average rare of all 
his fupplies, with com million included, was lefs than (berates 
of ten out of eleven propofals received for the contrail, after 
the agency was aboliflird; and as low as the very lowtll pro- 
pofal. The commiflion, l admit, was liberal, though not 
more than had been ufual for offices of fupplv in Bengal.— 
It was originally fifteen, never twenty-five per cent, (as erro- 
neoufly ftated by the Manager who fit mined up thcchaig^s) but 
afterwardsconfiderably reduced; and there were many charges 
tohe defrayed out of it. 

“ My Lords, l fubinit, that an agency was the only ef¬ 
fectual mode of infuring a conft.mt and fufficient lupply for 
this important fervice; and I maintain, that it has proved to 
be the inofl frugal mode to the Company, The confidence 
which the Board had in Mr. Auriol’s diligence and integrity, 
confirmed by many years experience of his conduit, pointed 
him out as a proper perfon for this fervice, and he was ac¬ 
cepted. 

“ 1 he mode of delivering accounts upon honour was not a 
new. mode in the Company’s fervice, (and it is praCltfedat the 
prefent moment in Bengal) nor was it by any means intended 
to preclude the examination of vouchers, where vouchers were 
required, or could be produced; but meant to fllengthen the 
obligation on the party accounting, where vouchers either 
could not be had, or were fo numerous as to make it almofl 
impracticable, to examine them with the accounts. 1 under¬ 
fill'd that vouchers never were refufed by the agent. 

** But as fo much has been' faid on this fubjeCt, I hope I 
may be permitted to remark, without any imputed difrefpeCt 
to your Lord/hips, whofe honour no man can more highly re- 
veie than I do; that I think it is impoifible you can conceive 
the term has been profiituted or mi (applied on tliefe occafions. 

JLvery 
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Every merchant depends bn the honour, credit, good faith, or 
koneity, (call it what you will) of his reputed dealings; and 
were this dependence banifhed from the community, l fear 
we fliould have very little iecurity for any tranla&ions in our 
intercourfe with mankind. 

“ My Lords, I am accufed » f granting an agency to Mr. 
Belli, who is ftated to b£ one of my own dependants, with a 
wafteful and improvident commifli >11. It will be found that 
this bufinefs did not originaie with me. The neceffity for 
laying up a depot of provisions and ftores in the garrifon of 
Fort William, that we might be prepared for a fiege, was, as * 
I recoiled!, firangly urged both by General Clavering and 
Mr. Francis; and a degree of negledl imputed to me for not 
having provided again It fuch an emergency. The mcafure 
was afterwards, on a minute which l delivered, confidered in 


Council, and upon the refofution of the Board, that fuch a 
depot ihoiild he formed, the opinion of merchants was re¬ 
quired upon the quantum of commiflion adequate to an agent 
tor his trouble, charge*, and lofs, by waft.ige and decay in 
keeping up the ftore from year to year in confiant good con li- 
tion. The merchants declared that twenty per cent, was the 
l**ift compenf.ition that could be allowed. I propofed Mr. 


Belli for the agency, and upon examining the accounts of a 
former fervice of this kind executed in the Government of my 
predecellor. Mi. Cartier, which were called for to aflift us in 
our determination, 1 found that the Company had Curtained a 
*eal lofs upon the refals of thofe ftores. at the end of two 
years, of ninety per cent. No agent would undertake a fer¬ 
vice by which he was to be a lofer: his profits ought to he 
proportioned to the nature and importance of the thing re¬ 
quired. He might he a lofer by accepting the leaft portable 
commiflion, or, which is worfe, a failure of his duty might 
be dangerous to the fafety of our pofleflions. 1 truft your 
Lordfliips will not think the commiflion of thirty per cent, 
per annum, which I propofed for the agent to a ifwer all 
charges anil Iofles by waftage and decay in the changing of 
ftotes, from time to time as they required it, was an immo¬ 
derate allowance for the tlue performance of fo important a 
duty. That l was not improvident in granting it, will ap¬ 
pear from Mr. Belli’s own accounts, delivered in evidence to 
your Lordfliips. There has been fomc doubt thrown upon 
them by the Manager who fummed up this charge; but Mr. 
Belli is in England, and can verify them. I fhall clofe this 
fubjedt with remarking, that fince my return to England both 
the Court of Directors and my Succeflor in the Government 
have exnrefled their ftrongeft approbation of his integrity in 
this bufinefs. 


« I Will 
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“ I will not detain your Lordfhips by adverting, for apy 
length, to the (lory told by the Manager who opened the ge¬ 
neral charges relative to the horrid cruelties pra&ifed on the 
natives of Dhee Jumla by Dehy Sing. It will be fufficient 
to fay, that the Manager never ventured to introduce this 
llory in the form of a charge, though prefled and urged to do 
fo, in the flrongeft poifible terms, both in ar.d out of Parlia¬ 
ment.—Mr. Paterfon, on whofe authority he relied for ti e 
truth of his aflertions, and with whom, he faid, he wifhed to 
go down to poflerity, has had thegemrofity to write to my 
•attorney in Calcutta for my infoimation, “ that he felt the 
“ (incereil concern to find his reports turned to my difadvan- 
%t tags, as 1 a&ed as might be exprttcd from a man of liama- 
** nity throughout all the tranfacTums in which Deby Sing 
iC was concerned.”—Had the cruellies which the Manager 
fluted been really ir.fl:£led, it was not poflible, as he very 
well knew at the time, to impute them, even hy any kind of 
forced conftruflion, to me.—My Lords, it is a faift that i 
was the full periln to give Mr. i'aterfon an ill opinion of 
Deby bing, whofe conduct upon forme recca lions had left an 
unfavourable, and perhaps an unjuil, impnifion upon my, 
mind. In employing l.V’by Sing l certainly yielded up my 
opinion to Mr. Anderibn and Mr. Shore, who lud better op¬ 
portunity* of knowing him than 1 could have. In thecourfe 
ot the inquiry into his conduct he received neither favour 
nor countenance from me, nor from any Member of the 
Hoard. That inquiry was carih-d on piir.cipaliy when l was 
at Lucknow, and was not completed during my Government, 
though it was commenced and continued with every pomhle 
folcmnity, and with the fine^n'll denre, enmy parr, and on 
the part of inv colleagues, to do filial and impartial jultice.— 
The rcfiilt l have read in Kngland; and it cestainly appears, 
that though the man was not entirely innneen*, the extent of 
his guilt bore no fort of proportion to the magnitude of the 
charges againII him. Tn particular, it is proved that the moll 
horrible of thole horrible av r L, fo artfully detailed, and with 
fitch effedl, in this place, never were committed at all. 

“ Here l leave the fuhjeft, convinced that every one of 
your Lordfhips mull feel for the unparallelled injuilice tlsat 
was done to me hy the introduflion and propagation of that 
atrocious calumny. 

“ My Lords, I will not now” detain your Lordfhips hy 
offering many remarks upon the grofs injuffice that l alfo 
fallatned in having been compelled to appear at your Lord- 
fhips’bar to jullify a&s which have received the repeated ap¬ 
probation of the "King’s M millers, and virtually of the late 
lioufe of Commons. —My Lords, i^ i< perfedll v true that the 
articles to which 1 allude are not infilled upon, or, in other 
Vol. XXX. O 0 words; 
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words, they are abandoned. But I feel the injury raoft fend-* 
bly, and the expence of defending myfelf againil them has been 
intolerable. 

“ The King’s Minifiers, as Members of Parliament, voted 
to impeach me for accepting a delegation to Oude, and for 
forming an arrangement with the Nabob Vizier, which fub- 
fills at the prefent moment. 

“ Mr. Fox, My Lords, I am fure I /hould be very un¬ 
willing to do any thing to interrupt a perfon in the fituation 
of the defendant; but 1 think you cannot permit him toll ate 
how a Member of Parliament voted, becaufe the defendant 
cannot poffibly know the fa£t. . 

ei Lord Kinyon, The peifon accufed at the bar will cer¬ 
tainly meet the wilhes of this Houle, and of the Managers 
alfo, in replying to the allegations that have been opened 
againil him, by avoiding, it he can, the ufe of names, though 
it is certainly competent to him, if he thinks it foi his ad¬ 
vantage, to p int out any inconliftcncy or injuitice in the con¬ 
duct of his profecutors. 

“ Mr, Llajiings. VJy Lords, 1 befeech vou to'recoiled 
the very great tenderncfsl have ufed when 1 liave been fpeak- 
ing of the moil atiocious actions that have heen committed 
againil me: it is not my intention to accute anv hexly; but 
if any fa<fl neccffary to my defence iiioukl, in Hating that de¬ 
fence, neceflarily involve the crimination of others, I do not 
mean to criminate them—but the conlequence is inevitable, 
it is not my fault. 

“ Air. Fox. My Lords, the nature of my ohje£tion is 
this:—1 do not object to any language the priloner may ufe, 
of any kind whatever, in his fituaiion; hut having dated that 
the King’s Miniders have fo voted in the Houfe of Com¬ 
mons, ! think that L a fa£t that he cannot bring evidence of, 
and confequuntly ir is impoffihle for us to anfwer in reply.— 
X think it is impoflible he can know how a Minider has voted 
in the Houfe of Commons. 


“ Afr. Hajlings, My l ords, may I, without clifrefpedl 
to the Managers, fay, that I ufe only a licence for which I 
have their example: they have done fo on many occafions. 
I never interrupted them, not did my Counfel interrupt them, 
when they were making their long fpeeches againft me. I 
throw myfelf on your Lordfhips’ protection, and I befeech 
you ro protefl meagaind this violence. 

“ Mr. Burke. My Lords, we oder no violence : the Ma¬ 
nagers of the Houle of Commons offer no violence toth« pri- 
foi.ei at your Lordfliips' bar. 

“ Lord Kenyon. If the defendant is guilty of any impro¬ 
priety, he may correal hunGgif* - / 

<* Afr, 
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“ Mr. Law. I wiih to recall to the honourable ManV 
gers’ confederation—--— 

“ Lords. Goon, goon. 

“ Mr. Hajiinss. My Lords, I really lay under a great 
difadvantage. If what 1 have faid is wrong, punilh me for 
it ; but I befeech you do not let me be interrupted. I can¬ 
not fpeak from the fudden impulfe of my own mind—I am * 
not accuAomed to it. I have written down what I wifh to 
read ; and I call God to witnefs that I did it with a due re- 
• gard to the reverence due to this honourable Courts 

“ Lords. Go on, go on. 

te Mr. HaAings then proceeded as follows : 

** I fay, my Lords, in four feparate letters the King’s Mi¬ 
ni Acts approved of what I had done, though they voted to 
impeach me for doing it. r l hey ordered my arrangement to 
be invariably adhered to; they approved, a* they declare 
themfelves, of the principles on which it was formed; anti 
the MiniAer for India has taken credit every year for the fub- 
fidy procured by that arrangement, which is paid monthly 
with the pun&uality of a Hank dividend. They voted alfo 
to impeach me for having ruined, opt'refled, jmd deftroyed 
the natives of Bengal, although in the firft flage of the bufi- 
nefs they oppofed the revenue article, which contains tliefe 
allegations, and although the falsehood of the charge muA be 
apparent to every man who is not prepared to prove that the 
MiniAer for India has annually preiented falfe accounts to the 
Houle of Commons. Both cannot he true. 

** In the few words that I had the honour to addrefs your 
Lordfliips on Monday, I afl'ured you that 1 fhould never 
make a defence for my conduct on the plea of neceAity, al¬ 
though the Managers for the Commons have taken fo much 
pains to refute that plea. 

** According to my conArudion of the law, it was not 
criminal to receive prefects with a folemn determination in 
my own mind to appropriate every rupee fo received to the 
public fervice, and to that public fervice was every rupee 
applied with the utmoft fidelity. 1 thought it petfedly ron- 
fiAent with juAice to levy a fine of forty or fifty lacks of ru¬ 
pees from Cheyt Sing for his contumacy* l conceived it 
flridly juAifiable, upon the information that I had received 
of the Begum’s difaffed ion, to confent to th • refumption of 
her jagheers, and of the treafure in her pofleflion. 1 hat I 
ha 4 information of her di faffed ion before me is clearly in 
evidence; and if I could have been favoured with a few days 
attention in this place, I could have efiablifhed that fad by 
irrefiAible proof. 

“ But my Lords, does it ccafe to be material to elhblifh 
the neccfStv, or is it to be laid that the neceflity did not exiA: 

Go ji a* 
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at all, becaufe I am of opinion that 1 broke no law in accept¬ 
ing picfents, and did not degrade my own chara&er, nor the 
Brit.fli name, by my conduft to Clu-yt Sing or the I’cgum ? 

“ My opinion of our neceflities may he colle£tcd from 
the following pafTage in my nanative of the infurredtion in 
Benares: 

“ 1 left Calcutta impreffed with the belief that extraor- 
“ dinary means weie neceflary, and thofe exerted with a 
“ ftrong hand to preferve the Company’s inteiefts from fink- 
“ ing under the accumulated weight that opprelFd them. I , 
** faw a political necefiity for curbing the overgrown power 
«* of a great member of their dominion, and nuking it con- 
“ tribute to the relief of their pi idling exigencies, .f 1 erred, 

«* my error was prompted by an excefs of zeal for their in- 
tl terefts opuating With too flrong a bias upon myjudge- 
** m**nt.” 

“ Of what nature thofe neceflities were I will now ftate; 
and 1 be'Lvethe pioofs of them vere upon the table of the 
Houfe of Commons when thofe nea flities wi re denied to have 
had exiftence, and wlien my impeachment was voted. 

“ I left Calcutta in July, and figned the tieaty of Chunar 
on the iBtli oT September, 1781. 

“ We had at that pci mil h« rrowed as much money upon 
bonds as we could borrow, tor the bonds bore a confideiable 
difeount. Every letter r.ceivid fiom Madras between No¬ 
vember, 1780, and September 1781, contained the 1110ft 
prefling applications for money and pioviiions. Thefe letters 
are upon ncoid, although not h*.fore your Lordihips; and f 
am in pofleffion of private letters wiitten to me by the Gover¬ 
nor of Madias in that period, in duplicate and triplicate, 1110ft 
eaineflly pi effing me to fa ve them from finking, by fending 
them ample fupplies of money and provifions. Sir Eyre 
Coote depimkd upon me for leven lacks of rupees 3 month, 
for the pay of the armies in the Carnatic. The moft prefling 
applications for money were received from Bombay, and 
fiom Genual Goddard, who commanded tne artny in Guz- 
zerat; and very heavy hills were drawn upon the Government 
of Bengal in the fiill months of the year 1781. The troops 
in OuJe and in Bengal were many months in arrear. Colonel 
Muir’s army, in the province of Malwa, and Major Pop- 
ham’s, at Benares, weie confidently in arrears. A French 
fleet had appeared off Fort St. George in February, 1781; 
was expe&ed to return in the enfuing feafon, and did ac¬ 
tually come upon the coaft of Cotomandel in April, 17811. 

** Sir John Macphcrfon, who landed in Calcutta in Oc¬ 
tober,* 1 781, has truly iLfeiibed cur fituation at that mo¬ 
ment. 


« An 
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<c An empty treafury, -and every refource for railing mo¬ 
ney fo completely exhaufled, that it was with theutmoll dif¬ 
ficulty the Government could raife a loan for a remittance of 
eight or ten lacks, which he had folettinly pledged himiblf to 
snake to Sir Eyie Coote, whom lie had left at Madras in 
September in the g tea tell diflrefs for money. 

“ It is in evidence that Colonel Muir, after the feparate 
peace which 1 concluded with Madajee Sindia, could not re- 
crofs the Jumna until he received a fupply from Fyzabad in 
February, 1782. 

“ The fa6l, my Lords, is known and acknowledged by 
every man who ferved during the hue war in India, that our 
poiftrffions there weie preferved only by the extraordinary 
refources procured by me in confequcnce of the treaty of 
Chunar. 

“ Such was the diftrefs of the troops in Oude, and in the 
Mahratta country,- that the officers Ibid their plate for the 
temporary relief of their ftpoys, as they did alio upon the 
coafi. 

“ But if with the fum of one hundred and thirty-eight 
lacks of 1 upees, which 1 procured in Oude from September, 
1781, to September, 178?, and a very large fum received in 
the next year, we found it difficult to maintain our armies, 
what mufl have been the confequtnce, had 1 not formed fuch 
a beneficial arrangement with the Nabob Vizierr And your 
Lordfhips will believe that 1 felt the full force of our fltua- 
tion when I concluded the treaty of Chunar. i had not 
then, 1 have not now, the fmalleit doubt that the Begum had 
.. afforded military affifiance to Cheyt Sing. C ucum fiance* 
have been brought to my recolleiStion fmee the trial com¬ 
menced which had efcapcd me before; and the.fe- at ** confli nvM 
tome by evidence which 1 am fure your Lordlhips would 
deem dtcifive upon the fubjedt, had 1 been allowed a few d ays 
to lay it before you. 

“ My Lord ;, you are now better enabled to judge of the 
difficulties which I had to encounter in the lall war, than 1 
did fuppofe it within poffihility for your Lordfhips to be, 
when this trial commenced. 

“ Your Lordfhips will feel for the wants under which I 
laboured when I had to contend, at one time, with all the 
powers of India, combined with the French and the Dutch, 
bccaufe your Lordfhips have proofs before you in the Coun¬ 
cil Chamber of Parliament that the refources pf India are now 
utterly inadequate to the lupport of a war againfi cue native 
power who is unaflifted by any European ally. He are in 
alliance with all the Mahratta Chiefs, and with the Soohadar 
of Decan,’ who were in the foimer war confederated againft 
us. The Government of Bengal, when this war commenced, 
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vms free from foreign and domeftic embarrafTments. The 
Nabob Vizier had completely liquidated his debt, and his 
fubfkly was paid with the utmoft ptiittfu.ility. Benares af¬ 
forded the full revenue, which I am impeached for having 
procured. The fait, the opium, and the land revenues of 
Bengal, added to the fubfidy from Oude and the Benares 
collect ions, produced annually to the Company nearly five 
millions four hundied rhoufand pounds. 

“ But, my Lords, fo inadequate have thefe rcfources 
proved, with the addition of the revenue* of f ort St. George 
and Bombay, that fince the commencement of the prefent 
war a very confiderable fiun in fprcie has been tranfmitted 
from England to India; money has been borrowed to the ut¬ 
moft extent of their credit at Bengal, Fort St. George, and 
Bombay, at a high intereft; and Hydcr Beg Khan, whom 
your Lordfhips have heard of lo often, has a (Tilled Lord 
Cornwallis with a loan of twenty-two lacks of rupees—l 
mention thefecirc urn fiances to your Louilhips to prove that 
the refonrees of India cannot, in time of war, meet the ex¬ 
pellees of 1 ndia. 

“ Your Lordfhips know that I could not, and Lord Corn¬ 
wallis cannot do, what every Minilter of kngland has done 
fince the revolution. I could not borrow to the utmoft ex¬ 
tent of my wants during the late war, and tax pofterity to 
pay the intereft of my loans. The rel'ources to he obtained 
by loans, thofe excepted for which bills upon the Company 
were granted, failed early in my Admin i ft ration, and will 
fail much earlier in Lord Cornwallis’s, not from want of con¬ 
fidence in that noble Lord, but becaufe the l'urplus rel'ources 
of Bengal have not been employed in liquidating the debt 
contracted in Bengal during the late war. 

“ rtllow me, my Lords, «o call again to your Lordfhips* 
rccolletftion the many and the unprecedented difficulties with 
which I had to contend during the late war, in India. Every 
meafure of my Adminiftration was calculated to relieve the 
public exigencies; nor can any man in England point out 
other means than thofe which I employed, by which the 
public neccffities could have been relieved ; yet I have been 
four years impeached before your Lordfhips for the feveral 
adts by which I prefcrved what the India MinifLer has*called, 
in the Houfe of Commons, the brighteft jewel in the Britifh 
Crown f 

“ l have now gone through the examination both of the 
general and fpecific crimes which have neeti laid to my charge. 

) have endeavoured to develope the great and commanding 
roints of every diftimft article, from thofe which are either 
immaterial in themfrlves, or which depended for their ri&i- 
tude, or ciuninuiity, on the former. 
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** In this work I have in effeSk undertaken td reduce the 
compiled mafs of feven A lio volumes into the compafs of a 
few pages* a labour requiring months of lcifure to execute it 
as it ought to be, and a length of time proportioned, not to 
the extent of the work, hut to the degree of its abbreviation. 

“ 1 have utged all that in this view of the fubjerSl was, in my 
judgement and recoiled ion, neceflary to the elucidation of it: 
bet it is hardly poflible that fumething may not have been 
omitted, which would have tendered it more complete; 
fomething the want of which may yet leave doubts on your 
Lordihips’ minds refpe&ing parts of my rondu£l, detached 
from the general tenor of it- l or this, and for o her defici¬ 
encies in this addrtfs, 1 have to beg your Lordlhips 1 can¬ 
dour, ard to } lead the difadvantage of the refti idled and in¬ 
adequate time, and the infiim A ate of body, under which I 
luve arranged it. 

“ 1 molt reluctantly profs upon vonr Lord/hips* time, n:u! 
fhall huften to conclude with a few general obfervat ions upon 
the natute of this impeachment, as it relates to thofe princi¬ 
ples which conilitute the moral qualities and characters of all 
mankind. 

“ If the tenor of a man’s life has been invariably marked 
with a difpolirion to guilt, it wili he a ftrong prefuuiption 
againft him, in any alledged inftance, that he was guilty. 

“ If, on the contrary, the whole tenor of a man’s life was 
fuch as to have obtained for him the universal good will of 
alt with whom he had anv interc -urle in tinteiefted con¬ 
cerns of life, the prefumption will he as well grounded, tint 
he was innocent of any particular wrong imputed to him, 
efpecially if thofe who are thealledged fufferers by that wrong, 
make no complaint againft him. 

“ But what fhall be laid of complaints brought againft a 
man, who was in truftfor the interefts of the gi eat eft com¬ 
mercial body in the world; who employed and directed the 
fervices of thoufauds of his fellow citizens in great official de¬ 
partments, and in exteniive military operations; who con- 
nedted Princes and Mates by alliances with his parent king¬ 
doms, and on whole rule the peace and happinels <>t nnny 
millions depended ; I fay, what fliall bedaid of complaints 
brought againft fuch a man, in the names and on the behalf 
©fall thofe deferiptions of men, who all unite their furlrage* 
in his fovour? Such complaints, with fuch a preemption 
againft the poftihility of thfir truth, may have exiltetl, but 
ihe hiftory of mankind, cannot produce an inftance of their 
leing received on luch a foundation, until the late and pre- 
fent Houfe of Commons thought lit to create one in my im¬ 
peachment. 


M Permit 
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" l< PerftfiFme, my Lords, to retrace the principal events in 
the public life of'that man, whom the Commons have thus 
brought, and have kept fo long, in trial before you. With 
the year 17^0, I entered the fervue of the Eaft-Jndia Com¬ 
pany, and from that fervice l have derived all my oflacial ha¬ 
bits, and all the knowledge which I poded, and all the prin¬ 
ciples which were to regulate my condudl in it. If thofe 
principles were wrong, or if in the observance of them 1 have 
erred, great allowance ought to be made for human in¬ 
firmity, where 1 poiftlTcd fuch inadequate means of obtain¬ 
ing a better guidance. Yet the precautions which f invaria¬ 
bly ufed, render even this plea unnecell’ary, by the references 
which l made to the Court of Directors, mV* immediate maf- 
ters, of every mr.ifure which 1 have undertaken, with its mo¬ 
tives and object'; minutely explained and detailed. 

e * For the tiuth of thi alia:!ion 1 might fafely appeal to 
them, and 1 am fare that they would at ted it; and the vo¬ 
lumes both of confultutions and letters in their poflrflion, 
prove that my lharc of the compilation exceeds, beyond all 
degrees of comparifon, that of the mod laborious of my pre- 
deceflors, not excepting even my ever honoured frien I, Mr# 
Henry Van.fitt.wt. 

“ Nor was it to them only that T was thus communicative. 
When Great Britain was involved in a complicated war, and 
their Governments in India had, beftdes European enemies, 
a confederacy of all the principal powers of India armed ig.unll 
them, 1 gave the then Minider of this kingdom condunt-in- 
formation of all the-mealures which I had taken, in conjunc¬ 
tion with my colleagues in the Government, to repel the 
dangers which preded us; the motives and objects of thofe 
meafures; the conlequences exited from them ; ami the 
meafures 1 had farther in contemplation; and it has lince af¬ 
forded me more than co nmon pleuiir; to reflect, that every 
fucceflive letter verifteJ the expectations and the promiles of 
the preceding. 

44 If I had given evidence in my defence/1 fhould have 
called upon the noble l.oid to produce all my letters in his 
podedion. Thofe, and my letters to the Court of Oire&or.*, 
but my letters to Lord North, in a mod linking manner, 
would have fhevvn how careful I was to expofe all my ac¬ 
tions to their knowledge, and confequently how little appre- 
lteufion 1 could have felt that there was any thing in them 
that could be deemed reprehendble. In all indances, which 
might have been deemed of a doubtful nature, thefe coinmu* 
nicarions were virtual references for their fancLon, or for 
their future prohibition. If 1 received neither, their filence 
was a confirmation, and had more than the effbdl of an order, 
fince, with their tacit approbation of them, l had impofed 

upon 
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upon myfelf the prior obligation of my own conception of 
their propri-ty. Were I, therefore, for a moment, to fup- 
pofe that the ads with which 1 am charged, and which 1 fo 
communicated, ffor 1 communicated all to the Court of Di¬ 
rectors) were intrinfic.illy wrong, yet from fuch proofs it is 
evident that I thought them right; and therefore the word: 
that could be faid of them, as they could affeCl me, is, that 
they were errors of judgement; and even for thefe, in all in- 
ftances where they Were repeated, or the caufes of fubfequent 
ads, deriving the fame quality from them, the error, and 
every blame which could attach to them, was theirs, who 
might have correded them, and did not. 

“ In the year 1768 ,1 was appointed by the Court of Di- 
redors of the Eaft-Jndia Company, a Member of the Coun¬ 
cil, and eventually to fucceed to the Government of Madras, 
In the year 1771, when the affairs Of their principal 
eftablifhment were fuppofed to he on the decline, and to re¬ 
quire an Unufual exertion of abilities and integrity to retrieve 
them, the Court of Directors made choice of me for that 
truft : and I was by their order removed from the Council of 
Fort St. Geofge, to the Government of Fort William in 
Bengal and to the principal diredion of all the civil, military, 
commercial, and political affairs, dependant on it. 

“ 111 the year 1773 I was appointed by an ad of Parlia¬ 
ment, Governor General of Bengal, for five years. 

“ In the year 1778 1 was re-appointed by the fame autho¬ 
rity for one; in 1779 for another; in 1781 for ten years; and 
in 1784 I was virtually confirmed by that ad which forms 
the prefent Government for India. 

“ In this long period of thirteen years, and under fo many 
fucceffive appointments, I beg leave to call to the recollec* 
tion of your Lordfhips, that whilft Great Britain loft one 
half of its empire, and doubled its public debt, that Govern¬ 
ment OVer which I prefided, was not only preserved entire, 
but increafed in population* health, agriculture, and com¬ 
merce; and although your Lordfhips have been told by the 
Houfe of Commons, that my meafures have di(graded and de¬ 
graded the Britifh character in India, l appeal to the general 
fenfo of mankind, to confirm what I am now going to fay, 
that the Britifh n^me and character never flood higher, or 
were more refpe&ed in India, than when I left it. 

w So much may 1 fay for the general effefl of my Govern¬ 
ment. For the fpecific adls which have contributed to pro- 
dbee it, it would require volumes to recite them Shortly 
permit me to enumerate the principal heads which compie- 
nend them. 

w Every divifion of official bufinefs, and every department 
f Government, which now exifts in Bengal, with only fuch 
You XXX. P P excep- 
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exceptions as have been occafioned by the changes of autho* 
rity enaCted from home, are of my formation. 

“ The eftablifhment formed for the Adminiftration of the 
revenue, the institution of the Courts of civil and criminal 
juiiice in the province of Bengal, and its immediate depen¬ 
dencies ; the form of Government eftablifhed for the province 
of Benares, with all its dependent branches of revenue, com¬ 
merce, judicature, and military defence; the arrangements 
created for the fubfidy and defence of the province of Oude, 
every other political connection and alliance of the Govern¬ 
ment of Bengal, were created by me, and fubfift unchanged, 
or if changed, changed only, to ufe the words of my noble 
and virtuous fucceflor, applied to the principles of my ar¬ 
rangements in the province of Oude, “ with a view to 

Strengthen their principles, and render them permanent.* 

“ Two great fources of revenue, opium and fait, were of 
my creation; the firSt, which I am accufed for not having 
made more productive, amounts at this time yearly to the 
nett income <>f 120,©ool. the laSt (and all my colleagues in 
the Council refufed to (hare with me in the ref ponSibility, at¬ 
tendant upon a new fyllem) to the yeai ly nett income of above 
8oo,oool. f 

“ To fum up all; I maintained the provinces of my im¬ 
mediate Administration in a State of peace, plenty, and fecu- 
rity, when every other Member of the Britifli empire was in¬ 
volved in external wars, or civil tumult. 

“ In a dreadful lea foil of famine, which vifited all the neigh¬ 
bouring Slates of India, during three fucceflive years, J re- 
preiled it in its approach to the countries of the Britifh domi¬ 
nion, and by timely and continued regulations, prevented its 
^return; an ad little known in Englaud, becaufe it wanted 
the poSitive efteCts which alone could give it a vifible com¬ 
munication, but proved by the grateful acknowledgements 
of thofe who would have been the only fufferers by fuch a 
fcourge, who rememhering the effeCts of a former infliction 
of this dreadful calamity, (in *770), have made their fenfe 
of the obligation which they owe to me for this bleffing, a 
very principal fubjeCk of many of the testimonials, tranf- 
xnitted by the inhabiants of Bengal, Bahar, and Benares. 

“ And laftly, I raifed the collective annual income of the 
Company’s pofleflions under my Administration from three 
to five millions fterling, not of temporary and forced exac¬ 
tion, but of an eafy, continued, and fiill existing production, 
the fureft evidence of a good Government, improving agricul¬ 
ture, and increafed population. 

“ To the Commons of England, in whole name I am ar¬ 
raigned, for defolating the provinces of therr dominion in In¬ 
dia, I dare to reply, that they are, and their reprefentativee 

annually 
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annually perfift in telling them fo, the moll fiouriihing of all 
the dates of India—Jt was I who made them fo. 

“ The valour of others acquired, 1 enlarged, and gave 
lhape and confidency to the dominion which you hold there; 

1 preferved it: 1 lent forth its armies with an effe&ual, but 
oeconomical hand, through unknown and hoftile regions, to 
the fupport of your other poffeflions, to the retrieval of one 
from degradation aqd di (honour; ami* of the other, from ut¬ 
ter lofs and fubje&ion. I maintained the wars which were of 
your formation, or that of others not of mine. 1 won one 
member of the great Indian confederacy from it by an a 61 of 
feafonable reftitution; with another, I maintained a fecret 
intercourfe, and converted him into a friend. A third 1 drew 
off by diverfion and negotiation, and unployed him as the 
indrument of peace. When you ctied out for peace, and 
your cries were heard by thofe who were the obje& of it, I 
refilled this, and every other 1 pedes of cdbnteraJHon, by 
rifing in my demands; and accompliflied a peace, a lading, 
and 1 hope evei lading one, with one gieat Hate; and] at 
lead afforded the efficient means by which a peace, if not fo 
durable, more feafonable at lead, was accompliflied with an¬ 
other. 

“ I gave you all, and you have rewarded me with con- 
fifcation, difgracc, and a life of impeachment. 

“ One word more, my Lords, and I have done. It has 
been the fafhinn in the courfe of this trial, fometimes to re- 
pi efent the natives of India as the mod virtuous, and fome¬ 
times as the mofl profligate of mankind. 1 atted their virtue, 
and offer this unanfwerable proof of it. 

“ When I was arraigned before your Lordfhips In the 
names of the Commons of Great Britain, for facrificing their 
honour by a£ls of injudice, oppreffion, cruelty, and rapacity, 
committed upon the ^'rjnces, nobles, and commonalty, of 
Hindodan, the natives of India of all ranks came forward 
unfolicited to clear my reputation from the obloquy with 
which it was loaded. They mantfeded a generofity, of 
which we have no example in the European world: their con¬ 
duct was the effe& of their fenfe of gratitude for the benefits 
^bey had received during my Adminidration. 

“My Lords, 1 wifh 1 had received the fame judice from 
my country. 

“ 1 he tedimonials of the natives of Tndia were fent to the 
Gqyernment of Bengal, authenticated by the various official 
channels, through which they palled; by the Government 
of Bengal to the Court of Diredors, with their tranflations; 
and copies of the latter by the Court of Dire&ors to the late * 

Houfe of Commons, on whole journals they ilill remain* 

Pp 2 “To 
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“ To tliefe let roe add, the addreis of my fellow citizens 
inhabiting the town of Calcutta, prelented on the day oil 
which 1 left them to return to England, and of the Britidi 
officers in India, written and fent after me, many months 
after l had left it. Authenticated copies of thele too were 
read in the Hi ufeof Commons, and while 1 have life, 1 will 
gratefully prefer/e the originals, as the naoft honourable tcfti- 
mony of a life well fpent, and of a trult faithfully di(charged ; 
becaufe bellowed by thofe who had the neared, and confe- 
quently the fureil, means of knowing it. 

“ My Lords, I am aware of the promptitude with which ‘ 
my accuiers will feize on this expoiition of my me’its and 
fervices, to conilrue them (to ule the phrafe which they 
have already applied to theip) a fet-off agaiujft confeffed of* 
fences. 

“ I difclaim and proteft againfl this ufe of them. If I am 
guilty of the offences laid to my charge, let me be convidled, 
and let my puni fitment be iuch as thole offences (hall de- 
ferve. 

u No, my Lords; 1 have troubled you with this long re¬ 
cital, not as an extenuation of the crimes which have been 
imputed to me, bui as an argument of the impoilibility of my 
having committed them. 

“ My Lords, when I foliated your indulgence for this 
clay's hearing, f did it under a belief, that these would be 
ample time in this frfiiou (or your Lordfhips to give judge¬ 
ment. Without that belief l iliouhl not have urged the re¬ 
quell which I made on Monday lad. I affure your Lord- 
ihips, that there is no objec'-f upon earth fo uear iny heart as 
thatiof an immediate determination of this tedious profecu- 
tion. 1 am fo confident of my own innocence, and have fuch 
perfe£l reliance upon the honour rf your Lordfhips, that I 
am tapt afraid to fubmit to judgement upon the evidence 
which has been adduced on the part of the profecution. 

“ My Lords, it is impoffible for me to know' the limits of 
the prefent feffion of Pailiament; and under this uncertainty, 
I am only fay, that if there be fufficient time for your Lord- 
ihip’ to come to a final judgement before the prorogation 
it, then 1 mod chearfully and willingly red the caufe where it 
how (lands.. 

“ I am above all things defirous that your Lordfhips fhould 
come to an immediate decifion upon the evidence before you. 
But if the (hortnefs of time fhould prevent your Lordfhips 
from complying with thjs my earned defile, and thrf 1 trial 
mud of neceifity, and 10 my unfpeakable forrow, be prolonged 
to another feffion, thpn, my Lords, I trud you will not con¬ 
sider roe, by any thing J. have faid, as precluded from adopt- 

. jpg 
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Ing fuch means of defence as my Counfei may judge moft aJ- 
vileable for my intereft.” 


Their Lord (hips then went back in the cuftomaiy 
order to the Houle of Lords, and the Speaker having taken 
the woolsack. 

It was moved, <e That this Houfe will proceed farther on 
the trial of Warren Haftings, Efq. on the fir ft Tuefday in 
H the next felfion of Parliament*" 

The Houfe adjourned. 

Monday* Sib June . 

This day, eighty-nine public and private bills, among which 
were, the Duke of Clarence’s Annuity bill, the Confolidatcd 
Fund bill, the Exchequer bills, (Armament) ; the Exche¬ 
quer Loan bill, the farther Exchequer Loan bill, the Lottery 
bill, the Tobacco Ships Mooring bill, the Keel* re-admeafure- 
ment bill, the hills of Exchange and Receipt bill, the Crapes 
anti Tiffani's bill, the Goat Ik ins bill, the Wine Licence Offi¬ 
cers bill, the Scahkins hill, the Expiring Laws bill, the farther 
Expiring Laws lull, the Saltpetre bill, the Wefl-India and 
Amciican Tra^r bill, the Sk*ira Leone bill, and the Neath 
Navigation bill, received the Royal atfent by tommilfion- The 
Lords Comm 1 llioners who fat in their robes, were, the Arch- 
bifhop of Canterbury, the Lord Chancellor, and Loid Gren¬ 
ville. 

The Houfe adjourned. 


tuefday* 7th June , 

On the third reading of the Roman Catholic bill. 

The Lord Chancellor objected to that claufc which contain¬ 
ed the certificate, or oath; and was replied to by Earl Stan¬ 
hope. The claufe then pafied. 

The next claufe rebated was, that allowing Roman Catho¬ 
lics to praCtjfe at the bar, which was oppof d by the Lord 
Chancellor, and fupported by Lord Loughborough, Lord 
Rawdon, and others. 

The Houfe divided upon the queftion, that this claufe (land 
part of the bill, when the numbers were. 

Contents - 26 

Not contents - 9 


Majority - 17 

The Houfe being agreed upon the remaining claufes, the 
# bill was read a third time. 

Counfei were called to the bar, on thefecond reading of the 
Birmingham and Worceller Canal bill; and having finished 
their pleadings, a debate enfued, wherein Lord Coventry, Lord 
Rawdon, Lord Bagot, Lord Hawke, and other Lords, took a 

(hare; 
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-{hire ; and the JrJouCe divided on the motion, That the bill be 
read a fecond time* when the numbers appeared. 

Contents - 17 

Proxies 18 


Not Contents 
Proxies 


— 35 
i5 
6 


21 


Majority - 14 

• The bill was then read a fecond time ; after which a long 
and (iefnlmry converfation took place upon a petition prefented 
by Lord l?*u;o*, praying that the petitioners might be heard by 
their Counfi 1, in *Ju C »in.n.ueo, aguinit rhe bill. 

The Lord Chancellor, Lords Bigot, Coventry, Rawdon, 
Mulgrave, btmmont, and Cat hears were the nrincip d fpcak- 
ers ; and it ws? agreed, that the petition Ihould be referred to 
the Committee, and Couniel heard on the allegations contained 
in it. 

The Houfe adjourned. 

JVeJncfday'i 8 th June, ^ 

Earl Stanhope moved the order of the day for the lecond 
reading of the bill for removing doubts refpe&ing the rights 
and functions of juries its criminal cafes. 

Ld.CW The Lord Chancellor left the woolfack, and faid, the only 
cellor, objection he bad to the bill was, that the ptirpofe of thofe who 
had introduced the bill, was not anfwered by it as fully as they 
wifhed; but when he conlidercd the prefent fiate of the fcfiion, 
the magnitude and importance of the bill, the circumftance of 
the law of libels having been fettled and fixed for fo many cen¬ 
turies, and of there being an intention torniwe m alteration in 
-that law, he conceived it to be a fubjeft d u r.ing much more 
attention and much more deliberation than their Lordlhips could 
poflibly bellow on it in the courfe of the prefent feffion \ and 
therefore, his Lordfiiip faid, although the bill in its principle 
met with the concurrence of all thofe noble and learned friends, 
with whom he had converfed on the fubject, he fiiould only 
move, <f That the bill, inllead of being read a fecond time 
*• then, ihould be read a fecond time that day month.” 

Earl Earl Stanhope faid, he was greatly altonilhed that the noble 
■ Stanhope, and learned Lord Ihould make Inch a motion, without having 
ltated a lingle objection, a lingle doubt, or any one reafon for 
his moving to put off the bill fof a month ; which was, in fait, 
nothing effe but, in other words, to nega'ive it. The noble 
Earl obferved, that if he knew the learned Lord was a friend 
to the bill, or to the principle qf it, or if the noble and learned 
Lord had alledged a reafon why he wifhed it to be put oif till 
that dav month, he Humid have jfeen it put off with much lefs 
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diflatisfaft ion; but without adducing one argument,-one reafon, 
to move to poftpone one of the irioflt important bills to this 
country, inalmuch as the liberty ot the prcfs, and the.rights of 
juries, were concerned, was to him matter of perieft alionilh- 
ment. 

Their Lord fliips, he faid, muft p rote ft the people of this 
country from fuch arrogance, and fuch ufurpation, as had been 
' frequently exercifed by Judges in their condud towards juries, 
in the diredions which they hai< prefumed to give them. In 
faying this, his Lordlhip beggecTii to be underftood that he 
was not fpcaking of the conducl of the prefer.t Judges ; he did 
not mean to cenfure them, bccaufe they had thought it their 
duty to follow certain precedents : he was, his Lordlhip de- 
claied, fpcaking of the perfons who had fet thofe precedents in 
former ages and in former times ; he did not blame the prefent 
Judges for following precedent, though, weic he a Judge, he 
fhould not, he faid, think himfelf bound to follow precedents 
which appeared to him to be unjuif and profligate. The ho¬ 
nourable and leained gentleman (Mr. Erlkine) who had fecond- 
ed this bill in another place, had not, his Lordlhip obferved, 
he fit at al to {late, that if he had been a Judge, he mould have 
thought himfelf bound to decide as the prelent Judges had done 
in the caie of libels. 

The quettion, his Lordfli ip f.iid, was neither more nor lefs 
than this, whether they were to have any tiial b\ jury, or whe¬ 
ther they were to have a jurifdiftion as detcilublc as the Star 
Chamber itfclf ? To aflert, that it was fu^u ient for the jury to 
find the fatl of publication, and the fenfe ot the thing publitlied, 
and that they Ihould not decide the law', the criminal intention, 
was to dettroy trial by jury, root and branch. 

Four points, his Lordlhip obferved, ought to be decided bv 
the jury; I. The fadl of the publication. 2. The fenfe of 
the thing published. 3. The law which made it criminal, for 
there was nothing criminal, if no law was againtt it. 4. 

Whether the aft done, was done with a criminal intention ? 

He ihould, his Lordlhip faid, give one initante, and one would 
be as good as ten thoufand. Suppofc, faid his Lordfhip, a man 
were bound neck and heels, and a perfon were to pour down his 
~ throat any liquor of an intoxicating quality, and that a feditious 
paper were put into the man’s hands, and by him diUribmcd 
1 throughout the country; that paper might be a feditious libel, 
but, inafmuch as there was no criminal intention in this man's 
conduft, no one, his Lordlhip prefumed, would fay there was * 
any guilt. His Lordlhip faid, he gave this in dance, iu order to 
ihew that a criminal intention mult be proved. 

Criminal intention, he obferved, confided of two parts; 1. 

The intention of publifliing a thing, and 2. The criminality of 
the thing publilhed. it was neceflary that thofe two things 
ihould be united, in order to conftitute criminal intention; it 
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was ntteffary that a thing fhould be publifhed, and that that 
thing, fo ptiblifhed, lhould be criminal. It appeared to his 
Lordihip, that the leaving thefe things to be decided by the jury 
was what coailituted the difference between this country now, 
and at the period when it was governed by the Star Chamber; 
it was that which made the difference between this country and 
thofc countries where tyranny was exercifed, and defpotifm 
prevailed. If, then, the noble Eafl faid, the bill before theif 
Lordfhips were fit to be rejected, the learned Lord ought to 
have dated riis objections, and afligned his reafons; ^>ut he had 
done neither ; and till reafons were dated, his Lordihip de¬ 
clared, he lhould fay no more on the fubjeft. 

The Lord Chancellor then put the queltion on his own mo- 
tion. 

Lord Camden faid, he underlined that it was the with and de¬ 
fire of fome of the friends of tb: b.11110W before the Houfe, that 
it fhould dand for farther conlideration •, and, in that point of 
view, he, as an individual, lhould not oppofe fuch a ddire .—* 
But if he had any fufpicion, that, by putting off the farther c»n- 
. fideration of the bill fi t a month, it was intended to put off the 
bill,' he fhould moil certainly oppofe that intention. He was a 
friend to this Ijdl in its principle, becaufe it tended to remove 
doubts that fome perfons had entertained of the rights of juries 
in cafes of libels. Not b- aufe it ten4ed to alter the law of the 
land, the law of the land would, after the palling of this bill, 
ftand juil where it did before the bringing of it in, and then, faid 
his Lordihip,— 

“If twenty-four Judges were to declare that juries have by 
the law of England no r ; ght to form their verdi ft on the whole 
cafe, law, fad, and intention; I will affirm, that they have 
that right, and that there is no power by the law of this country 
to prevent them from the exercife of that right, if they think fit 
to maintain it; and when they are pleafed to acquit any de¬ 
fendant, their acquittal will iiand good until the law of Eng¬ 
land is changed!” 

What then would be the difpute, his Lordihip afked, fome 
wouH fay, that the queltion was, what was, and what was not 
a feditious libel ? Who were capable of judging of the feditiouS 
tendency ; The jury ought to be, he faid, and the jury were hjf " 
the law of England , but although he had no doubt on this point, i 
others had, and therefore it was neccifary to remove thefe doubts*** 
His Lordihip faid, he would not venture to fay what had ge¬ 
nerally been the direction of Judges, but he knew what it 
ought to be. Some Judges had fummrd up, and given direc¬ 
tion irt the juries in this minner. “ Gentlemen, it the publi- 
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What! the jury might anfwcr, are we to find the defendant 
guilty, even although we are of opinion no tumult could be oc- 
cafioncd by the publication, or that none was intended by it ? 
To which the Judge might reply, “ Yes, you are.” This he 
did not hefitatc to fay, was a wrong direction, and a vcrdidl fo 
obtained, was not the verdidt of a jury! 

^ But it might be faid, his Lordihip continued, that difficul¬ 
ties often occurred to juries, and they might think themfclves 
inadequate to the talk of foiming a juft opinion on the tendency 
of a libel; or whether in law it would amount to any offence. 
For this they had a remedy, which would refeue them entirely 
from the imputation of impropriety; they might find afpecial 
verdidh The meaning of which would be on the part of the 
jury, they might fay lor themfclves, “In this cafe we know 
“ not what the law is without help and nffinance: If the lav* 
4t fays for the plaintiff, we find tor the plaifcr'uf: If tV: law 
il fays for the defendant, we find for the defendant. ” But this 
was only in cafes of extraordinary difficulty, and even here 
the Judge fhould interpofe nothing but his advice; if he at¬ 
tempted tocontroul the-n, there was an end of the trial by jury! 
Indeed, there was no legal power to controul them, or to pre¬ 
vent their giving a general verdidl in all criminal cafes: for if 
it fhould even appear that their verdict was wrong, they were 
not liable to attaint in criminal cafes, although in civil cafes 
they were. “ Thus,’/faid hisLordfhip, “ Hands the law.— 
“ The right of juries, in cafes of libel, is free and entire, and 
4t will remain fo, unlel’s you mean to alter it. If you do, fay 
“ fo, and bring in a bill, declaring that the fubjedts of this realm 
“ fhalj not, in future, be-tried by juries, but fhall be tried by 
“ the Judges!” 

Although he had no doubt, his Lnrdfliip faid, on this fub- 
jedl himfelf, as to what was the law, yet as doubts had been 
entertained on the rights of juries, he thought this a very ne- 
cellary bill, in order that all doubt fhould be removed : for it 
was ellential that juries in this country fhould not be under the 
fmalleft apprehenfion of reltraint. It was cilcntial alfo, that 
the prefs lhould be free ; for a well-condudled prefs was the 
greateft engine for the public fafety. By the prefs, the Public 
tfnight be inftrudted and taught who ought to be Miniflers, and 
who ought not. By the prefs, the people might learn whom 
they ought to eledt as Members of Parliament, and whom they 
ought to rejcdl. All thefe things were ellential to the public 
happinefs. As to the feditious tendency of any thing that might 
be called a libel, a jury only could be competent to decide. If 
the point of law' was left to the Judges, fome of them might 
fey, that any thing was a libel that appeared to them to rcfledl 
on Government. If that fhould ever be the cafe, there was an 
end of the liberty of the prefs in F.ngland ! It might as well at 
once be declared, that nothing fhould be publifiled but panegy¬ 
rics on Government. 
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“ My Lords,” continued the noble Earl, “ give to the jury 
“ or to the Judge the right of trial of the fubjefts of this coun- 
“ try; you mud give it to one of them, and I think you can 
u have no difficulty which to prefer—place the prefs under the 
“ power of the jury, where it ought to be.” 

His Lordihip concluded with laying, he did not apprehend 
that the bill had a tendency to alter the law, but merely to re 
move doubts that ought never to have been entertained, and 
therefore the bill had his hearty concurrence: but as he was af- 
fured that the propofed delay was not hoftile to the principle of 
the bill, but only to take it into ferious confideration, and to 
bring it again forward, he had no objection to the motion of 
the Lord Chancellor. 

Lord Hardwicke laid a few words in favour of the bill, and 
hinted that he would rather pafs the bill, imperfeft as it might 
be, than poll pone an objed of fo much importance. 

Lord Lord Loughborough faid, as it was probable that the clofe of 
Lough- the fdlion would not admit of that due deliberation which the 
borough. fubje£t required, he readily concurred with the noble and learn¬ 
ed Lord, who had exprelled an opinion that it was not proper 
for their Lordfhips to proceed farther in it at prefent. In flat- 
ing that propofition, his Lordihip begged it not to be under- 
flood, in any fcfpecl whatever, that he meant to give a negative 
to the bill, or that his fentiments on»thc fubjea were not fa¬ 
vourable to the palling of the bill, no* in any degree inaufpi- 
cious to what he conceived to be the principle of the bill. But 
their Lordfhips, he faid, would obferve, tnat the bill, in pro- 
feifion, was a declaratory bill; it was not a bill to make that 
law, which was not fuppofed to be law. But to declare and cx- 

f dain what was underdo; »d to be, at that inllant, the law of the 
and. Whatever difeuffion it had undergone in another place, 
and, his Lordihip declared, that judging from the acknow¬ 
ledged talents of ihofe who fpoke upon the fubjctSl, he had no 
doubt but it had been ably and amply difculled; but whatever 
ingenuity had been difplayed, and however great had been the 
candour, the information, and corre&nefs of thofe who had 
conduced it in another place, his Lordihip really thought that 
the fubjefl had not yet been difeuded with that deliberation that _ 
its importance required ; and when there was an opportunity of- 
taking the bill into confideration, that their Lordfhips would 
receive better information, than, from the Hate of the Houfe of 0 ' 
Commons, it was poflible for that Houfe to hftve received. 

His Lordihip faid, that it had been taken for granted, in 
converfations in the Houfe of Commons, that fome Courts had 
adopted a line of direction fo dear, fo eftablifhed, fo legal, and 
concurred in by all the Judges, tofuch a degree, that a deviatiefh 
from it, even by thofe who might be convinced in their con¬ 
ferences that it was wrong, mult be held to be a deviation from 
the law of England. Now, he obferved, fuch an opinion could 
3 Oi.lv 
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only be collected from a report of what palled in Court on a 
motion for a new trial, or from what palled at niji trim. His 
Lordlhip begged leave to declare, that neither of thele, nor 
both of them, were a fafe foundation for determining any point 
to be the law of England. Their Lordlhips had the advantage 
,of being attended by the learned Judges. Had it been poffible 
•to. have entered into the fubjeft then, it was his Lardihip’s in¬ 
tention to have moved for the attendance of the learned Judges, 
who would have delivered their fentiments, with regard to what 
the law of England was with reined to thofe directions. In 
his apprehenfion, nothing that paired in Court on a motion for 
a new trial, or alnijiprius, was a foundation of fufficient weight 
and authority for a precedent; it was not fufficient to fay, that 
fuch a charge, or fucha direction, was what the law required, 
and that there was no other agreeable to the law of the land. 

He was, he faid, by no means averfc to the principle of the 
bill; it was agreeable to what he conceived the law to be ; it 
was agreeable to the direction which he had always given ill 
cafes of libels, and to what he Ihould always give, till he was 
better informed. If the rcfult of the opinion of the Judges 
ihould be, that the law of England was not according to the 
directions of the bill, then another conlideration would oc¬ 
cur, namely, whether the law ought or ought nof to be altered. 

The law, his Lordlhip otfferved, Ihould be well underilood by 
thofe who took upon thcipfelves to declare it. On thefe grounds, 
his L/ordfhip was of opinion, they were at a period of the fef- 
iion when, confidently with the reiped that was due to them- 
felves, which was due to the fubjed, to the rights, and to the 
tranquillity of England, they could not proceed farther in the 
buiinefs; he therefore hoped their Lordlhips would proceed in 
it early in the next feffion of Parliament. 

Lord Grenville rofe to exprefs his hearty concurrence in what ^ord 
had been dated by the noble and learned Lord who hadjud fat Grenville, 
down. But at the fame time that he did fo, his Lordlhip de¬ 
clared he ihould be extremely forry, if it Ihould go forth into 
the world, that Adminidration were againll the bill, or un¬ 
friendly to the rights of juries. The intcrcds of Admi nidration 
and the intereds of the people were, he obferved, one and the 
&jrfhe; the objed of both was good government; he ihould, 
therefore, be forry, if it were conceived that the poitponcinenr 
expreded any thing like the fenfe of that Houfc againft the bill. 

When their Lordlhips confidered the bill as a iubjed of very 
ferious importance, and a matter which merited the molt mature 
difeuffion, their Lordlhips would clearly fee they could not at 
prefent determine the buiinefs to their fatisfadion. lie fpoke, 
his*Lordlhip faid, in the prefence of thofe who pollcHcd the 
greated experience and the greated abilities ; it belonged to 
them more than it did to him to give an opinion on this fub- 
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je& i he, however, fhould vote for the poflponement of the 
bilh 

In what had been given out to the world, as the idea of the 
principle of the bill, and as the obje& to be obtained by it, he 
declared he lelt himfelf very much inclined to concur; but with 
refpedt to the means of obtaining that object, with refpert to 
the particular framing of the bill, or ot any enabling bill 6n' 
the lubjed, and much more, witli regard to declaring what the 
law was, his Lord ill ip faid, he could not help feeling, not only 
that he himlclf was not liifficiently informed, but that the 
weight, importance, and dignity of the ftibjed, was a reafon 
why their Lordlhips fhould not proceed without the affillance of 
thole from whom a declaration of the cxilling law mull come 
with much more weight ond authority, than from any other 
quarter. His Lordih ip thought a cafe might pollibly arife, in 
which even thole learned perlbns, perhaps, might Hate a decla¬ 
ration of law, in which their Lordlhips might be unwilling to 
concur; they might date a cafe, which their Lordlhips might 
not be willing to ccniider as being law. If their Lordlhips* 
opinion happened to he contrary to that of the learned Judges, 
their Lordlhips would doubtlcfs employ a great deal or atten¬ 
tion, deliberation, and examination on the fobjedl, before they 
would declare to the whole country,Uhat not to be law, which 
the Judges declared to be law. Theyyvould confider thefe two 
points: in the firlt place, in what manner the bill would affect 
other tjucllions of law, in which the Judges might be called 
upon lor their afliltance; in the fecund place, they would be 
exiicnttly cautious not to enadl a future law in fuch a manner, 
in fuch terms, and in fuch forms, as might leave the queflion 
more difficult to be decided, and more liable to debate and aU 
ten ation, than any existing law upon the fubjedt. It was for 
thefe reufon.% his Lordlhip faid, that he mull concur wdth thofe 
u ho were of opinion, that the confideration of the bufinefk 
on »ht to be putpontd ; declaring, at the fame time, and wilh- 
ii;; to It- diilindlly underllood, that he did not pollpone the 
Lriii bccanfl he felt nimielf hollile to what he conceived to be 
the guics al piiuciplc ol it, but he wilhed to pollpone it, bccaufe 
he was infutiicicnrly informed; and lealt of all, did hepoftpoe^ 
it, with the idea that no meafure ought to be taken on the fu!>■»*. 
jeCl. On the contrary, he was, his Lordlhip declared, ready 
then to Hate, that he thought it of great importance, and of 
urgent and prelling necelhty, that their Lordlhips and.the Par¬ 
liament lhoiild take feme meafure on the fubjedt. 

A great doubt, his Lordlhip faid, unqueilionably did prevail; 
that doubt ought to be fettled, with a view to the intereit whjph 
the Public hud in both parts of the quell ion, for It was idle to 
fuppofe that, in a lirbject of that fort, there was one intereft in 
Government, and another in the People. AJ/antagc fhould 
not ba taken ol that unqueltionable principle by diffufing ill- 
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founded calumny and feditious papers; and on the other hand, 
it was the intereft: of Government to maintain a free conftitu- 
tion, as far as was confident with the execution of the laws ; 
it was therefore the intereft of Government that there fhould 
be a full and free difeuflion of all public mcafures; a proper 
and decent difeuflion of all matters of public concern. Thofe, 
his Lordfhip obferved, who enter into fuch difeuftions, ought 
to remember, that they did it under the fecurity and protedtion 
which they received from the laws of their country. 

There was nothing at prefent in the admimftration of jufllee, 
which could give the fmalleft ground of complaint on this fub- 
jcd. He would, his Lurclftiip faid, venture to affirm, that the 
officers <^f the Crown, whofc duty it was to profecute papers of 
a feditious fori, and the rcfpcdlablc Magiftrates who difpenfed 
the law, had for many years condudlcd themfdves with theut- 
mod propriety ; and that there never was a period, in the hif- 
tory of this coi|jitry, when the adminiftration of juftice, in that 
refpect, had been not only more unexceptionable, but had 
been more mild and Id's excepted again!!. His Lordffiip con¬ 
cluded with faying, that in the future confldeiaiion of this bu- 
lincfs, their Lot dihips would have that affiftance, w ithout 
which they could not be fufficicntly informal, and w ith which 
they would be enabled to fettle the law for the advantage of 
the constitution ofjpe country, and in a manner that would 
give fatisfaclion to pc public mind. 

Earl Fitzwilliam agreed with thofe noble Lords who thought Earl Fit*- 
they were then arrived at a period, in the prefent fcilion, when william, 
it was not probable they would be able to go through w ith the 
bill in a way worthy of its importance; but it would ill become 
him to hold that idea, when, ir. the eourfe of a few minutes, 
he w’as going to make a motion, the died of which might be, 
that Parliament would be continued long enough to give them 
time to go through and hniih, among other things, that very 
buftnefs. For this purpofc, his Lordihip faid, he would move 
an amendment to the noble L ml's motion, that inftcad of the 
words one month,” theie lhould be inferted “ half an hour.” 

The amendment was put and negatived. 

The Marquis of Lat'fdvivn faid, he lhould have thought de- Marquw 
lay necctlary, had the prefent bill required cither extenhve in- of I.anf- 
formation or deep refearch. The prefent was not the tint bill down, 
on the fubjed that had ever been introduced into Parliament: 
upwards of twenty years ago, a bill of the fame nature was in¬ 
troduced, which wai negatived merely on the ground that the 
law thenftood exactly as the bill meant to cftablifli it, and that 
therefore the bill was u..neccllary. His Lordihip faid, he re¬ 
collected that that bill created as great a ferment among the 

{ >eople as any bill ever brought, in his memory, before the pub¬ 
ic. The Marquis faid, he well remembered the time when 
profccutions of the profs were frequent i when printers were 
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brought repeatedly in every l'effion to the bar of both houfes, but 
efpecially of that Houfe, to be examined, re-examined, and 
committed; and when there paiTed fcarcely a term without fome 
profecutions for libels in the Courts in Weftminlter Hall.—— 
Thofe profecutions, he obferved, had in a great degree fubfided 
till a very late period, wheu they had re-commenced and ihewn 
a tendency to get up again. Public animadverfion, however, 
had enjoyed and obtained its full fcope. The Houfe of Com¬ 
mons ltltlf was not in a ftate to be exempt from animadver¬ 
fion, and the public prints and the Public treated both Houfes 
of Parliament with more freedom than they formerly dur/t treat 
an individual. Such an ufe of the prefs the Marquis thought 
highly juftifrable, but it mull be acknowledged, he faid, that 
the freedom of the prefs had been attended with numh-::rlefs in¬ 
conveniences. It was true, that a fcandalous and ihameful 
abufe of the liberty we enjoyed had obtained: that it was 
abufed even to licentioufnefs. Even that very ex, which re¬ 
ceived protection in every country where a fpa of virtue re¬ 
mained, wasgrofsly libelled in this. The be ft and moft emi¬ 
nent, the noble, the beft blood, and the moft virtuous families 
in the kingdom, could not protect the characters of their wives, 
and daughters from the moft fcandalous rejections. Even the 
foreign negotiations of the country fuffei-ed by it. His Lord- 
fhip (aid, he could cite chapter ana verfevn fupport of his af- 
fertion. To his certain knowledge, foreign negotiations had 
more than once fullered materially from the fcandalous licen- 
tioufncls of the prefs, from publications meddling with fub- 
jeCts, of which the authors had no fort of knowledge, or, what 
was ten times worfe, who were fet on by mercantile men, for 
mercantile purpofes, or with worfe views, in order to influence 
. fuch negotiations, and occafion them to operate to their own 
private advantage. 

He himfclf, the noble Marquis faid, had never condefcended 
to commence a prnfecurton, or even to defirc a contradiction 
of thofe fcandalous reflections which had been poured upon him 
by the hirelings of both parties#? The Public, his Lordlhip 
faid, judged oi men from their aCtions ; he was in no hurry to 
juftify himfclf from the calumnies that had been poured forth 
againft him pcrfonally for many years together; time would 
ddtibtlefs do juitice to his motives. He had no particular ob- 

1 ’cCt in view. Although he had never applied to any of the pub¬ 
ic prints, to get any report contradicted which had appeared- 
againlt him, he had, the Marquis declared, once made an ap¬ 
plication to get a paragraph contradicted, which might have 
been of material conJlauencc to the affairs of a minor Peer, 
Who was his ward. He did not, his Lordlhip faid, wifh to 
name the particular paper, becaufe he did not wilH to encoun¬ 
ter fo formidable an enemy as a newfp-rper, but he allured their 
Lordihips, that to fuch a degree of infolcucc agd audacity was 
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jhe prefs arrived, that he was obliged to exert all his addrefs and 
influence in order to get a notorious lie contradicted. Many 
things, his Lordlhip obferved, were inferted in the newfpapers 
for tne purpofc of mean intrigue, for the purpofe of being read 
elfewhere, and reflecting upon the characters of their Governors 
and rulers. 

• Some remedy for this evil had long been wanted. His Lord- 
fhip wilhed that liberty might be enjoyed in this country in its 
fulleft extent. He declared, he never wifhed to fee the liberty 
of the prefs curtailed, but only its licentioufnefs. He, for 
one, Was a friend to the bill; it would, he thought, give them 
a diftmCt, trial by jury. How, afkcd the Marquis, could it 
pofliblyie conceived that the fubjeft of libels could be fairly 
tried, wnu difoutes continually occurred between the Bench 
and the jurpi. The Judge often told the jury they had nothing 
to do with the Vw in the cafe of 1 ibels. i n conilquencc of fuch 
altercations, pclfnnal feeling, and a conteft for jurifdidtion, 
were too frequency fiibllituUd in the place of important con¬ 
fide rations, and l^c jury, in nine cafes out of ten, loft fight of 
thecaufc altogether, and vindicated their own rights. When¬ 
ever a political libel was tried, the Marquis faid, it equally be¬ 
came a difpute betwt\i the Judge and jury which of them had 
jurifdiClion. That ilrifdidtion, he obferved, could never be 
fufficicnt, which had/iot fulnefs of power, and which had not 
removed from it all prejudice. He declared he had no difficulty 
about thisfubjcdl, 111 had once read a great deal upon it. 

They had been tom by a noble 1 „ord that they ought to wait, 
in order to have an opportunity of comparing the analogy which 
there was between a libel and other cafes. What poflible ana¬ 
logy could there be between a libel and other cafes, his Lord- 
fhip afked, fince it had been univerfaily acknowledged that a 
- libel was an anomale ? There might be a diftin&ion between 
pnurder and manslaughter; in civil cafes, likewife, there might 
be a number of nice diftindtions ; J)ut the cafe of libels lay out 
of the queftion, and in every fuch cafe, law and fadfc were bur 
one thing ; and where, in God's name, could it be fo fafely 
cntrtiftcd, as to twelve men ? and how much better was it for 
. # the Judge to be freed from fuch a ticklifh duty, in all cafes of 
fMibcl, whether it were a public or a private libel ? 

How proper was it, his Lordfliip faid, for the Judge to ad* 
^drefsthe jury in this manner : “ Gentlemen, you will recollect 
** that men of the higheft rank have been attacked; but in this 
“ country rank makes no difference, as long as the feelings of 
“ virtue are conlidcred.” If it was a private libel, the Judge 
would defire the jury to bring the cafe home to themfeives, and 
would alk them how they ihould like to have their wives or their 
daughters abufed in that manner? If the libel was of a poli¬ 
tical nature; and if a Secretary of State wanted to go on with 
fuch apolitical negociation, was there a jury who would hefi- 
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tate a fingle inflant about it ? Was there a jury, who would 
hefitate, if a lady of any foreign defcription was to be fervefl, 
and a low abominable intrigue was to be carried on in a foreign 
country ? Was there.any idea of the fmalleft difficulty on this 
fubjedli Would the jury not perform their duty ? Was it pof- 
fible to entertain for a moment the fmalleft doubt on the iub- 
jedl ? And how much nobler and better would it be for a Judge, 
toa£l in this manner, than to be fubje£t to the bafe afperfioii 
that he was the inftrument of a Minifter, or the inftrument of 
arbitrary power, to advance a party, and to get more for him- 
felf r What a bafe, what a diihonourable thing! Wither the 
afperfions were true or falfe, his Lordihip knew it wait not in 
human nature to avoid them. 

He declared that he alluded to no man nor body»6f men in 
thefe obfervations. If the whole power were Urdgcd in the 
jury, and if the profecutor could cxpe& no favour from the 
great man on the bench, a profecution for n‘libel, inflead of 
being accounted mean, would be confiderah-e as honourable, 
when the greateft and firft men in the count';.' fubmitted them- 
felues to the judgement of a jury. His Lort’ihip faid, he wifhed 
to do ample jultice to Judges both part and prefent, although he 
might have differed from Tome of them certain political opi¬ 
nions, and he was the more difpofed toflo that in their abfence, 
as it could only be imagined that he didvit from a perfect con¬ 
viction and real confeioufnefs of their hfrh merit, their diitin- * 
guifhed abilities, their profound knowledge, and from a con- 
icioufnefs that they were an honour to thdir friends and to their 
country. 1 

If he had been totally unacquainted with thefe virtues, his 
Lordfhip faid, there was a hill on the table fufficient to convince 
all mankind of the noblcncfs of mind of the author of it, (Lord 
Kenyon). The bill he alluded to, was a bill for abolifhing the. 
office of Clerk of the Allize. Their Lord (hips might know, 
that the 5th and 6th of Edward VI. prohibited the Lie of any 
office, except by the two Chief Juftie.es and Judges of Aftize. 

It was well known, that when prifoners had nothing elfe to de¬ 
tain them, they were kept in jail for the fees which they were 
obliged to pay to Clerks of the AHi'.c. This was fully explain- v 
cd in a book which was well worthy of their Lordfhips’ peru^ 
fal, Mr. Howard’s book on iails. Prifoners very often, who v 
hid been honourably acquitted, when there was not the final left' 
fufpicinn of their guilt, inflead of receiving an indemnificat .m 
for the time they had been detained in tail, were obliged to pay 
large fums to the Clerks of Alfize. Nay, fo much were prilb- 
r.ers pcrfccutcd by fuch fees, that they were very often tempted 
to he found guilty, though confciousof their innocence, merely 
to avoid expenccs. 

By the bill on the table, the noble and learned -.ord bad im- 
mortullzcd himfclf. Although this appeared to be an ail of fo 

much 



inuci; v.rtue, he was not Aire that the Iloufe of Commons hail 
pot fo modified and altered it, as, in a great meafurc, to have 
defeated ; he benevolent purpofe of its noble author. The Mar¬ 
quis laid, lie hoped the fame noblcnefs of mind would be carried 
a flep farther, and get that clauic in the ftatute of Edward the 
Sixtn repealed, which excepted Chief Juitiecs and Judges of 
AHi/e, and allured them to do that which the act iiatedVi be 
bale anJ A andalous in any other man. The bringing in of the 
bill refpedfing the oilice of Clerks of Afli/.e, was an adt of a 
Angle nature, and of a Angle kind. He knew, the noble Mar¬ 
quis faid, the virtue, the difiuterednefs, the honelly, and in¬ 
tegrity of the noble Lord who had brought in that bill. Al¬ 
though he was not fo much acquainted with the Chief Jufticc 
of the Common Pleas, yet from what he had long obfervedof 
his public chatadter, and his public arguments, the very fame 
obfervation wa^opiicable to him. A learned Lord, who was 
then no more, anfl^whofc mctnoiy he deplored, {Lord Adibur- 
ton) had tignihed mV intuition, if ever he Ailed the A tu at ion of 
the noble Lord who ilid brought in the AiTu.e bill, to move for 
a repeal ol that villa\;us adt of Parliament, to which he had 
alluded. 'Flic bringing in of Aich a bill, it) Iris Lordfhip’s opi¬ 
nion, w r as the nobleit afe of humanity that had been done thel’e 
foriy years. \ 

Jiis Lordlhip condudeclwith faying, that he Vi (lied to fee 
the rights of jinies coinnllicly cilabliihed, and judges at the 
iSme tune would afford went the benefit of their wifdom and 
good fen ft, and would pin themfclves on a level, abandoning 
that abominable daufe It that \illainous act of Parliament, 
rendered fo by that particular clatife. ] f; fit on Id not then be 
afraid to fee them in that HouAr, and fliould be the firft to ap¬ 
plaud them, and to look up to them with reverence, although 
his Lordlhip did not think that the proieffion in general wore 
-fijendly to liberty, yet he was of opinion that proieilion could 
do mrJmd^it than any other clafs of men, from their weight, 
influence, and authority. 

The Lord Ctianccdlor then put the queftion on his motion, 
which was carried ; in confequcncc of which, the bill hands 
over till the next feifton. 

Earl Fitzwilliam now rofe, and faid, that nothing fhort of Earl Fitt* 
he felt to be his irtdifpenfahlc duty, could haveinuuced him william. 
i'tTrcall the attention oi their Lordfmps to a fubjeit w'hich ha /1 
ahgady come before them feveral limes,^though not altogether 
fame fhape in which he meant to o.fer a motion this 
night. For weeks, nay f or mouths part, the country And been 
in the mott anxious and alarming (fate of fufpenfc, which was 
naturally heightened by that obftinacy and perfet erar,e»\ in lilent 
contempt, with wlucn Miniiters had mated both Hui.fcsof 
Parliament, upon every queftion that could have produced, by 
a fair and proplr anlv/er, either fatisfadlion or information to 
Vol. XXX\ ‘ Rr the 



the country. With regard to a war with Ruffia, whatever 
Minifters might aflfe< 5 t upon this fubjeft, it was notorious, both' 
within and without doors, that the voice of Parliament and the 
voice of the People was againlt it, and very wifely againlt it. 
What, therefore, became the duty of their Lord (nips in a pe¬ 
culiar degree, was to interfere, as far as they couhl, to prevent 
it, and the only means left to them for that purpofc now, was 
their undoubted right to offer their advice to His Majefty upon 
the fubjedl. 

This, his Lordfhip faid, feemed to be particularly requifite 
at the prefent moment, when an alarm had gone abroad, that 
Parliament was to be almoll inftantly prorogue^ at a time 
when there was no certainty whether we were to bd involved in 
war or not. This he thought an object of fufficio^rt magnitude 
for troubling their Lordfhips with the motion vtffiich he would 
have the honour to bring forward before he down. Much 
delicacy had been exprclled in former difcul^Ons on this fubjedt, 
about interfering -with the prerogatives of/he Crown. He, for 
one, thought differently from many who/liad exprefled them- 
fclves in that way, although, at the la tv ' time, there was no 
noble Lord in the Koufe who could be more averfe to infringing 
or making any improper encroachmoa upon the Royal prero¬ 
gative than he would. / 

The noble Earl faid he allowed,Ato the fulleff extent, that 
the prerogatives of making peace and war, as well as thole of 
proroguingor diff’olving Parliament, Vcre veiled in the Crown";" 
but' he would not allow that the firlt, fl^at of making war, could 
be exercifed without the con Pent of Parliament; and he believed 
nobody would deny that Parliament/ alone could grant thole 
lupplies which were need!ary to carry on war. It therefore 
was their duty to watch every Hep that was likely to involve the 
country in fuch ruinous and deftrudtive confequences as a war 
with Ruffia muff occaiion ; and this he declared to be his re' 1 
fon for calling upon their Loidthipsto offer, by an hi»ntt>le ad- 
drefs to His Maji ity, their opinions and advice, in fuch a man¬ 
ner as wa« molt conducive to the intevcils of the country, and 
the molt likely to obtain in anfwcr fuch information as would 
enable them to fay, whether the country was to remain longer 
under the happy influence and invaluable, blellings of peace and 
tranquillity, which alone could fern re and promote its profpje,- 
rit\ ; or whether, fiom the haughtiuels and overbearing info-* 
knee and incapacity of an Adnunidration, the country wasjto 
be plunged into an impolitic, uiljuft, bloody, and expedite* 
war. He was calling upon them, his Lordlhip faid, in that 
point of view, to exercife one of their bell and molt undoubted 
rights, and one which, in the proper exercife of i% gavc*ifeem.a. 
power of doing Cervices to their country, more tailing and eflfen- 
tial, if attended with the wilhed-for effects, than perhaps any 
oilier right w hich they enjoyed. He faid, he wojld not go into 
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a detail of the calamities and misfortunes to this kingdom that 
muff attend a Ruffian war; they were fufficiently known to the 
country at large, and it was notorious that the people had in all 
parts of the nation exprelled, in the moft poiitive terms, their 
deteftation of it; and the only thing that kept them fo quiet as 
thoy had been, was, a hope, perhaps not too well founded, that 
the pending negociation would fpeedilyend in the eflablifitment 
of peace. In this fituution of the country, then, was it a pro¬ 
per or a decent time to prorogue Parliament, clpeciaHy when 
an anfwer to the lafi mcllage, which we lent to the Courts of 
Berlin andfretcrlburgh, niigh* be expected at fartheit in the 
courfe of twor three weeks ; he thought it certainly was not. 

After urgingTfcmy different arguments in favour of his propo¬ 
rtion, the nobrayiarl concluded by moving an add refs to the 
King; the purpofckof which was, to exprefs to His Majelty 
the wifhesof that rtnufe, that he would be gracioully picaful 
1 flion of Parliament, until an anfwer ar- 
'C lent to Peterfburglt, concerning the 
negociation now penu^pg between Great Britain auJ the Lm- 
prefs of Ruffia. 

Lord Grenville, in rcpV faid, rhere was no need lily for his Lord 
going into any argument ikon a quedion that had been fo re-Grenville, 
piatedly difeuiled, and asfofien decided upon by their Lord- 
t’nipj, that, pending a *.‘gociation, it was improper to inter¬ 
fere with the executive (government, or unncceliarily to impede 
the undoubted and univelfally-admirted prerogative of the King 
to declare war, to makl p.ace, and carry on foreign negot i¬ 
ations. The noble Lair lud laid no lung new, or tint could 
induce the Houle to change their mind upon what ,hev had al¬ 
ready given their folemn decifion. It was therefore iuilicient 
i/i-iHiim to give his negative to the motion. 

LoTH Storni'ifll 'faid, that although he would not undertake to Lord 
fay any thing which\he noble Secretary of State might think Stormont, 
new or interelfing, itill he conftdered it as his duty to fupport 
the motion fo ably brought forward by his noble friend. It 
fometimes happened, his Lordlhip faid, that w hen Minillcrs 
declared they meant to fay but little, that they faid more than 
meant to fay. On a former occalion, the noble Secretary 
*of state had declared, that if we went to war, it w r ould be on 
principles of expediency, and not in confequence of any obli- 
«^tSn of treaty. It appeared, therefore, evident, that the at¬ 
tempt to involve, the country in war, was merely to gratify the 
ambition of the Minilter. Abroad, his Lordlhip faid, it was 
mwn, that we had not held fo high a tone with 
RtWfiato obligbJ’ruffia, or to further the views of the Court of 
Berlin ; on the contrary, it was evident, that Prullia had been 
our initrumeii, aXl notour motive, to ad hoitilely towards 
Hu Ilia. \ 
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On the 28th of March, his Lordfhip faid, it was well known, 
a meffenger was difpatchcd to Berlin with a meifage to be con¬ 
veyed from thence to Peterfburgh, couched, as report faid, in 
terms the mod arrogant and imperative. From what pallid in 
Parliament, the Minirter thought it ncceflary to alter nis tone, 
and hold a lefs allium ng and lei’s violent language. Another 
me:longer was difpatchcd in lvailc to Berlin, and he happily ar¬ 
rived in lime to lecov-T t!tc difpauh, which breathed nothing 
but menace and hotldity. Thai difp-a&h was now lodged late 
in tiic office of the Secretary o{ S'ate, where he hooyd it would 
ever remain a profound lev ret. But what a lituali In were we 
now in? The Mmiiier had pm tile country to jfn enormous 
expenec tor an annanie.it, under a pretence thatftt was to ferve 
our ally the K ing • f Pinllia, and from the vmhhs publications 
from the Court of Berlin, it was dear tha^M' 1 King of Pruffia 

night lay to is:*, after all the prep.; ru' ions fiif the Mini Her-- 

*’ Was ii at P'y defire that you pot you.-mlvcs to fo much ex- 
* 4 ptn.t it was the Hi itiill MiniiU r's fVojecl and not mine.'* 
His Lridfhip exp.-tiukd on this, arc 1 ijf-J, iu*thought with his 
noble friend, the prorogation of Payment of great import¬ 
ance ; and tha ,r it was entrant ly aJvYoable to add refs llis. Ma- 
jeily to lldilrHhnu to lit fome few (in s longer ; becauie if the 
prefcr.t negotiation-Jhoiild termination a war, Minifters could 
not then prevent Parli..mtiv f.om rwjrelTing a difapprubatioTT” 
of a rfuafwre fo much dlinked througiuiu the country, as a war 
wirh Ruflia uiidoub ! e:lly would lie. Elr. Faulkner, of whole 
abilities and dexterity his Lordlhip fj/ike highly, having occa- 
t'.on to know litem when lie was lull in office, had been dif- 
patched rather on an c'.ttaordinaiy errand to Peter 1 burgh. Ho 
wu?. oid. red to nothing upon jtaper, not even what, bv a 
l d-d figure < t ipet-ch, in diplomatic;’1 language, was termed 
“ a verbal d-.vkuatiori it; writing.’" lie vcy-wit to ini’Tft upon 
Kuy ihing, but was merely to iniinuate that it was neccffary to 
concede Iona thing, in order to fave the Minilter’s honour, 
and to preserve the dignity of his chat adder. His Lordihip 
piked, whether it was likely that the Kmprefs, who well knew 
what had pallid in this country, would readily confent to gra¬ 
tify the Miniffcr's ambition, and tall in with his view r On flip 
contrary, might lhe not fay, “ I know the fentiments of the ‘ 
<k country, and to thbfe lenliments I hear the refpeft that>i 
“ orglit; but do I owe any thing to Adminiilration, antf&il-» 
“ mir.iliration hoffile to me from the hrlt moment they came 
“ into power?’ 

Idle noble Vifconnt begged their Lordfliins te fee Itwse we 
flood at prefent in different parts of Europe. Wc ttill laboured 
under a ffror.g fufpicion of having kindled the war between the 
Porte and Ruflia. We had iniidioully pnofcilijri a friendlhip 
for Poland, at the very time that we aimej f at V-king from her 
Pantzic and Thorne, the moll valuable poflelfions. We 
3 \ had 
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had deferted Sweden in the hour of peril, and we were now 
endeavouring to psrfuade the King of Sweden to forfeit his ho¬ 
nour, and break his faith with his new ally. In Holland, the 
war was deprecated as a meafure contrary to every principle of 
found policy. His Lordthip laid great Itrefs on thde points, 

. and urged the neceility of Parliament's continuing to tit a fort¬ 
night longer. He hoped, therefore, that the motion of his 
noble frier id would be carried ; but lliould it fail, he flattered 
hi till'd f, from ciicumifanees that had fallen within his know¬ 
ledge, Vhr.it in a few months, as the MiniJter had lately talked 
to theiVof a war of neceility, they fhould hear him (and he 
owned ^would be to him abundantly more fail-;factory) plead 
fora peacUVif neceility. 

Lord CarSfle dillrml from the noble Secretary in thinking £ 3r j c f 
there was notfKtg new in the add refs or .ugunvnts of his no- Carlifle. 
hie friend. Di\ the noble Secretary of Sta’c think the mo¬ 
tion not a newjrnuafurc r Had they before add relied LI is 
JVlajefty not to^rorogue the Parliament ? The Karl de- * 

dared, he had n\mucli attended the Houle lately, but he 
did not think their akoicilliips could have voted a formal re- 
iignation of their r:At of advifmg the Crown in all cafes of 
emergency. It was,Ihe laid, when Mimllers, from motives 
of perfonal ambitions weie about Jo involve the country in 
a war, th >t they fliJuld befeech His Majelty not to keep in 
view the feelings off individual pride, or individual mollifi¬ 
cation, hut to confilt the vvlilies and welfare of the nation 
in general. It was in older to llep between Minilh is and 
their refentment, and to fave them from thoinfelve>, that he 
wiihed the Houle to fit a fortnight longer. If Minillers ob¬ 
tained their ohjetfl, and the Parliament were prorogued as 
fooTi n ,s of, when the meffenger came b ick, Par¬ 

liament indeed v^uld not be iitting; but would Parliament 
have forgot this fort of conduit, or would the public have 
loft fight of it ? Undoubtedly they would not; the Mi- 
nifter had provided them with too impreflive a memento , viz. 

. the expence of the armament, which they would feel too 
*ferioufly, fuddenly to let it Hip from their recollection. His 
Lordfhip adverted to the inconveniency occafioned by pref- 
f jGng. He was aware, lie faid, that at the commencement 
01 a war, that means of manning the navy was conftitu- 
tional and recognized by alt of Parliament- He knew it to 
. ji £ . n < pefliu j, hut it ought only to he leforted to in‘cafes of 
•emergiaicySyIndiicriminate prciTmg, when war was uncer¬ 
tain, would Vily h.u rafs the public, and de feat the ute of 
that modi o\ obtaining men vvhtn they were actually 
wanted, \jhe Vc pence of 7 prelfing was, he obfived, a very 
ferious one.rJ&undci flood, that every man lent cn board 
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(hip coft the country fiom lixteen to twenty or twenty-five 
pounds. His Lordfhip added a few more observations. 

Marquis The Marquis of LanJ'down fpoke in favour of the motion, 
of Lam- which he was fure could not be objected to, upon any rea- 
dow». fonable and proper grounds. He argued the impropriety of 
difmiffing their Lordihips, and fending them, and Members - 
of Parliament, into the country to their conftituents unpre¬ 
pared to fatisfy their minds, and reconcile them to the ex¬ 
pence that has been incurred, and the burthens that they 
rauft coufequently hear. He reprobated what he termed 
the ftumeml precipitancy with which great pubUp mea- 
fures had been hurried through both Houfes, inyorder to 
enable Minifters to get rid of the ParliamentaryHe men¬ 
tioned the corn hill in particular, to whicjf, he faid, he 
wiihed to have fpoken, but he had not time £0 make himfelf 
mailer of the fuhjedl. He mentioned alfo t»i hill relative to 
the civil lift, \\z. that for allowing the i/ake of Clarence 
twelve thoufand a year, l ie decluied, he/was billing at all 
times to give largely and liberally to iheyfnjnger part of the 
Royal Family, but the a£l in queflion.ireqLiiied more difcuf- 
fvon than the period of the feflion would allow. There had 
been, he faid, a monftrous proiufion ni the civil lift, that 
made it impoftible for it «to bear the eAiences that properly 
belonged to it. I 

With fegaid to Ruftia, his r.ordfhip v id, our interference 
was not only impertinent, but he belnr/ed it unneceflary ; 
and if repott faid true, the Einprefs had made her peace 
without any regard to us whatever. She had made peace 
with a juft regard to her own chara&er and importance, 
which fhe had fo well fuftained on every great occafipn- “ 
7 'hus, he faid, we were likely to feel the c-oignam tnfirtifi- 
cation of being forced from one extieme to the other, and 
to find, that fo far from being looked up to as the di&ators 
of terms, we were confidered as perfe&ly infignificant and 
unworthy of any fort Bf notice. 

His Lordfhip contended, that it was for the advantage of ^ 
Minifters peculiarly, that Parliament fhould continue fit¬ 
ting. Could they, he aiked, be fecure of the approbation . 
of Parliament, after they had taken meafures which Partial 1 
ment knew nothing of? He fpoke of our breaking up in the 
Kaft Indies, and reprobated the dodtrine that India was more 
likely to aid us, than we them, as a delufion thp'fnoflfpTe'*— 
iumptious that ever was reforted to. He faid/our general* 
condudl had been fuch that we began to lofe mpefit in every 
part of the world, and he declared, that he fitoul/! not at all 
wonder that this adminiftration which had/tak*»fi fo high a 
tone-in other Courts of Europe, was drif^n'to a bafe fub- 
miftion themfelves. Even that petty prwer, Portugal, had 

dared 
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dared to caft an high affront upon us, driven away our Chips 
from a fetthment belonging to this country for centuries, 
and marched 3000 men to attack it. The fettlement to 
which he alluded, (Angola we believe) his Loidfhip faid. 

Was one that we had a much better 1 ight to than Nootkit 
Sound; and would Portugal, he afked, do this, unlefs fhe 
was fecure of the Court of Spain? He commented upon 
* this fadt, and faid admin iff rat ion appeared to he in a hurry 
to make a distribution of a profufion of honours and era* 
jiloyments, and get over individuals to join thexn,~ and 
efpoulie their interefts. 

Th <7 Marquis faid, he did not recede from a former opi¬ 
nion w\ich he had once declared, viz. “ That the influence 
“ of the^Crown had increafed, was increafing, and ought to 
“ be dimin>Qiedhe held the fame opinion at that moment; 
but he than£*d God, he could add, that the influence of 
public opinion cwas likewife increafing, and public opinion 
was decidedly arainft war with Ruftia, as Miniflers would 
find to theft col A if they meant to involve the country in a 
war, under an id\ but novel pretence of opening the Vif- 
tula, and getting rbe objedts of the Ruffian trade through 
that channel. \ # 

Lord Grenville rofeln confequence of what had fallen from Lord 
the noble Marquis, with whom he faid, he was happy that Grenville, 
he could agree in wnat he had faid towards the latter end of 
his fpeech, viz. that popular opinion muft govern the con- 
dud! of every admivifiration. *1 he prefent adminiftration, 
of which he had thl honour unworthily to form a part, his 
Lordfhip faid, ever had and ever mull depend on popular 
opinipn. It never could have any other bafts but public 
opinion; but anxious as he muft be to ftand well in the pub- 
'TitK.opi nion^ J ps Lordfhip faid, rhe redlitude and coni'ciouf- 
nefs of lufown aaind could nor he biafled by public opinion ; 
which might be wrong and think worfe of Minifteis than 
they deferved. 

Having declared, that he fhould be the nioft difgraceful 
and defpicable of men, if he pretended to difregaul public 
«opinion; his Lordfliip faid, that without faying mo .n <>t 
himfelf, he could anfwer for that right honourable gentle¬ 
man who was at prefent placed at the head of admmiitra- 
'■ t.on, that his conduit had been uniformly fucli as ro merit 
the favour of public opinion, and that he lia.i „ii..Mill.ed Ins 
cla im to public opinion on thebeft and nvft folid foundation, 

' ^vfzTTnetK|"e£ling all his uieafures to the foie objcdt of the 
public good\ 

With rragartl to all that had been faid by the noble Earl, 
who madeThe motion, by the noble Marquis and the noble 
\ifcount nfeer Him, 011 the ftate of foiaign affairs, thole 

noble 
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ttoble Lords, he faid, had fpoken on the information that 
was to be picked up in foreign Gazettes, and from their 
own fuppolitions; and they well knew they might range 
that field at large, becaufe, from the delicacy of the fubjeft, 
it was impoffible for any man engaged in His Majefty’s fer- 
vice to give,an anfwer to what they faid, without departing 
from the eifential duty of his fituation, and a&uatly betray¬ 
ing his public trull. 

With regard to the charge of precipitancy, with which, 
it was laid, public hufinefs had been hurried on, his Lord- 
Jfhip faid, he knew of no grounds for fuch a complaint* 
Excepting only in the (ingle inllance of the corn bi!i» there 
was not a fubje& that called for difcufiion, or on which dif- 
cuilion had been defired, which had not been fullv/ilcufted. 
With refpe& to the corn bill, he had before fluted that if 
there was any fault, it lay not with Mimftcr&jt The Houle 
of Commons had thought proper to fend l‘o miportant a bill 
to their Lordlhips at that late period of the eeflion, becaufe, 
if it had not been agreed to by their LordlUfps, the exifting 
a£t of Parliament wouid have expired, jSnd the country 
would have been left without law upmfra point of infinite 
importance to the general interefts of tip kingdom. 

The noble M&rquis, his Lordfhm (kid, had been pleafed 
to talk of the influence of the Crown, and to fay that he 
itill thought it ought to be diminilhctk The only anfwer 
that he could give, was, to alk of the HTarquis if fuch was 
his opinion, how it happened that they Had heard fo little of 
any attempt to diminilli the influence ofi the Crown during 
the noble Marquis’s adminillration ? For his part, Lord 
Grenville faid, he had no fcruple to declare his opinion, 
that the influence of the Crown required no farther dimi¬ 
nution at prefent. t 

In anfwer to the arguments of the nobleoarqu 1 =Tefpe^l- 
ing the prorogation of Parliament, it occurred to his recol- 
Fdfion that a men; important negotiation had been pending 
ten years ago, and that the meeting of Parliament had been 
then adjourned in order to let that negotiation take its courfe 
unembarraffed by the interference of Parliament* The pre- 
fent appeared to him to be a parallel cafe. With regard to 
the prelent motion, Ins Lordfhip laid, though the lhape of 
th«* motion was new', the fuhjedf that naturally came under . 
its difcuflion, was old, and nothing that he had heard in 
the courfe of the debate appeared to him to he of fuffi- 
cient weight to induce the Houfe to agree to the affitVStTr*’ 
MarqnU frhe Marquis of I.anfLzv ? rofe in renly. He faid, that* 
jfLaaf- having been fo perfonally alluded to, lie coup! not poflibly 
lown. refill a wilh to inti ude once more on their 1 ,o/dlhils. With 

7 regard to the corn bill, his Loidihip admitted, >&at the no-. 
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ble Secretary of State's argument, was perfectly in point* 

.■ if the queftion were, whether an annual corn bill fhould be 
fuifered to elapfe, without its place being (upplied by a new 
annual bill; but it was no reafon whatever, for a permanent 
corn bill, which was of infinite importance to the country* 
being palled on a fudden. He find, he had lail fummer 
taken a journey of fome hundred miles through the coun¬ 
try, and had every where found commerce, trade, and ma¬ 
nufacture, flourifbing in the moll flattering degree, but that 
agriculture uniformly appeared to be on the decreafe. His 
l*ordfhip| expatiated on the neceflity of encouraging tha 
agricultu *e of the country, and exprefled great doubts whe¬ 
ther the c&rn bill, that had palled, would not do more harm 
than good.** 

The noble secretary of State, the Marquis ohferved, had 
alledged, as a p>cedent for the prefent prorogation of Par- 
meut, the conduct of a former adminiftration in the year 
1782; hut that precedent, the noble Secretary muft give 
him leave to fay, Was not a ptect-duit in point, nor any 
thing like it. The*\fact then was, that a negotiation of in¬ 
finite delicacy and iS'^ger Was depending. France had ac¬ 
ceded to the treaty ct peace, hut other powers (Holland 
particularly) had not;’and if public difeuffion had taken 
place in Parliament, it was probable that the end of the 
negotiation might have been defeated, to the infinite difad- 
vantage of the country. Peace was concluded on all hands, 
and then, when the pnger of interference was at an end. 
Parliament was aflemftled after a very fhort adjournment. 
He heartily wiflu-d, that the prefent adininifiration would 
follow the adminiftration of that day in a point any way 
fimilar. 

In anfwej So what Lord Grenville had faid of his not 
having, while in‘.office, carried into praCiice, what he had 
that day prefelled to be his opinion relative to the neceflity 
of a farther diminution of the influence of the Crown, the 
Marquis faid, motives of modefty, and a wilh to avoid any 
thing like vaunting his own merits, had hitherto kept him 
■filent, but perfonally invited as he had been to a difeuffion 
of the fubje&, if he lived to meet their Lordfhips in ano¬ 
ther feffion, he would enter fully into the detail; when he 
flattered himfelf that he fliould he able to give fuch an 
account of the meafures which had been adopted by him 
for thp jyirpofe of farther diminifhing the influence of the 
Cjj'own, asWvould fatisfy the moll fcrupulous inquifition, 
to thofe anxiNis to find advocates on that fide of the quef- 
tion. Theiplai’ of what he had alluded to, his Lordfhip 
faid, had Aen 'eft in his office; why, like many other 
falutary ineat'fc.res talked upon, it had been neglected early in 
Vol. XXX.’" S s the 
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the exigence of the prefent adminiftration, he was at a lofv 
to imagine. The Marquis concluded with faying* that 
when the next feffton came* every thing that he-could (ay* 
without deeming to wiih to boaft of his own merits, he 
would, having been fo called upon, declare.' In fa£t, he 
would explain all that was confident with modefty. 

Earl FitzwiUiam role again, and obferved, that the noble 
Secretary had faid, that no queftion had been put, which had 
not been anfwered. His Lord/hip faid, he denied the poli- 
tion. , To much argument there had been little, reafoning 
oppofed. Jf the country were involved in a war,»'he begged 
the Houle to recoiled*, that it did not depend/in us to get 
out of it; we might be forced to continue in air the expence 
of warfare for the caufe, and intereft of our4ilies. 

The Earl exprelTed lome aftonifhment/v what had fallen 
from the noble Secretary of State, relative to the influence 
of the Crown ; and be was amazed to. hear him fay, that 
looking round, he faw no caufe to war/ont a fufpicion, that 
fuch an influence did exift predominantly. Within thefe 
few years, his Lordlhip faid, there/iad been an extraordi¬ 
nary infufion of power into that iftoufe. He declared, he 
was Hill mofe amazed to hear the noble Secretary fay, that 
the prefent adminiftration relied on the halls of popular opi¬ 
nion. He meant no perfonal difrefppdl to any one of their 
Lordlhips; but when he faw the rlbble Secretary of State, 
and various other nnhle Lords in tlxat Houfe, he could not 
help admiring the aflertion, that the influence of the Crown 
was not increafed, and alfo the aflertion that the prelent ad- 
mini llration relied folely on popular opinion. 

Lord Rawdon faid, it would he wrong in him to trefpafs 
long on their Lordlhips, particularly as his noble friend’s 
motion had been fo ably fupported on j&fie fld?T’and no ar¬ 
gument of any kind offered on the other. What induced 
him principally to rife, his Lordlhip faid, was, what he 
t:>ok to he an inaccuracy of exprefflon which the noble 
Marquis had ufed, relative to the proviflon for the Duke 
of Clarence, which he thought was, if any thing, very 
little, and not fuitable to his dignity He wilhed there¬ 
fore, the noble Marquis to explain, left an idea ihould go 
abroad that he had faid the fum was too much. 

Being upon his legs, his Lordlhip faid, he would make 
fome obfurvations upon the ftate of affairs, and the cortduft 
pf Miuifters, who, he thought, ftudied to avoid, rather 
than to court public opinion, by their fiance and their 
oppofltion to fuch motions as that before/the Houfe. As 
fo war, they had gone too far, and failingSin their demands, 
were obliged to turn back, but not with anvAdditional cre¬ 
dit tp themfelves; they put him in mind of a ftory of a 

man 
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man who was caught on the top of a garden wall, and 
being alked by the gardener, “ whfere are you going?” he 
replied, “ I am going back.” Mow though the man was' 
flopped from the garden^ his charadler received no addi¬ 
tional Iuftre from the iituation in which he was found; 
and the condu& of Minifters, on the whole of this bufi- 
nefs, he thought venr like that of the honeft gentleman who 
went to fleal the fruit; nor did he think their charadler 
would be much improved in the public opinion, becaule 
they had jiot got leave to effedt their purpofe. 

The Marquis of Lanfdown , in anfwer to Lord Rawdon, Marquis 
fa id, he was aware that he was apt to be warm in his ex> Lanf- 
preffions, but lie always endeavoured to confider his ideas ^ own * 
before he put them into words. If the noble Lord had at¬ 
tended to him, when he made mention of the bill for fet¬ 
tling 12,®ool. a year on the Duke of Clarence, he believed 
the noble Lord would not have found him guilty of inaccu¬ 
racy of expreflion, fince what he had faid went to the very 
point the noble Lord had ftated to be his defire to have efta- 
blifhed, viz. that if the objedt were to give to the younger 
branches of the Royal family, his idea was, that Parliament 
ought to give liberally, but that if it were to he a provifion 
merely in relief of the civil lift, it required deliberate confi- 
deration, becaufe it was not only a transfer of a given fum, 
but a transfer of principle, and an acknowledgement that 
Parliament confefted itfelf bound to provide accordingly for 
all the younger branches of the Royal Family, which was a 
matter that at leaft ought to be determined on mature dif- 
cuffion. 

Lord Cathcart faid, he could not juftify himfelf in giving Lord 
a filent vote; he would not, however, take up much of their Cathcart. 
Lord (hips’ time.' No man, his Lordihip obferved, would 
difpute the King’s prerogative in making peace, declaring 
war, or entering into foreign alliances. Let their Lord- 
fhips look at the motion, and fee what it went to. He 
was perfuaded, that after a momentary examination, they 
would find that they ought not agree to any fucli add refs as 
that propofed. His Lordihip here difcufled the motion in 
four different points of view. Having done this, he laid, 
as its object was, without their having any documents be¬ 
fore them that could induce or warrant them to come to a 
decifion to addrefs the King to withhold the exercife of one 
prerogative, in order that Parliament might interfere with 
another, he (hould give it his negative. 

The Earl of Lauderdale clofed the debate with fupporting Earl of 
the noble Earl’s motion, and commenting on Lord Cath- Lauder- 
cart’s fpeech. ; His Lordihip faid, his noble friend’s motion, dale, 
came forward with peculiar propriety, confidering that 
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Parliament had pledged itfelf to fupport His Maieft y in 
any foreign negotiation to an indefinite extent. Whether 
the armed negotiation would terminate in a war or not 
Miniflers alone could toll; but in anfwer to the nohle 
Lord's argument, that the Houfe had no documents be¬ 
fore it, to juiiify their oppofmg the motion, he faid, they 
had a document of undoubted authority, viz. His Ma- 
jefty’s mefTage. His Lord Hi ip pointedly obferved upon 
this fa£t, and faid, when he looked around him, and faw 
fo many important matters poftponed till Parliament was 
at an end, he had every reafon to conclude that Minifters 
wifhed to fhrink from difeuffion, and avoid all enquiry in¬ 
to their conduct. 

The queftinn was negatived without a divilion. 

The Houfe adjourned. 

Tburjday y qtb Junt. 

A petition of Mrs. Hankins was prefented and read, pray¬ 
ing to be heard on the third reading of the Birmingham Ca¬ 
nal bill; and leave being given, Counfel were called to the 
bar, and hea«J; and being withdrawn, 

An amendment was propofed to be made to the bill, when, 
after a fhort converfaiion, the Houfe divided ; 

Not Contents —- 17 

Proxies — * 15 

— 32 

Contents — 18 

Proxies — 9 

— 27 

Another amendment was afterwards propofed, and, upon 
a divilion, the numbers were, 

Contents —- 17 

Proxies — 8 

— 25 

Not contents — 16 

Proxies — 14 

— 3 ° • 

The queftion was then put that this hill do now pafs ; 
Contents, 19; Not contents, 17. 

A mefTage was then ordered to be fent to the Commons,' 
to acquaint them that the Lords had puffed the kill without 
amendment. t 

The Houfe being in a Committee on the Corn bill, * 
Lord Lord Hawktjbury fpoke to a confderahle length on it. The 
Bswkel- fubftance of what his Lordfhip laid, was, that he approved of 
bury, the bounty limited, as it is at prefent, for the encouragement 
of the growers of corn. He alfo approved & railing the ex* 
port price, as it is in the prefent bill 3 but exprefied the 
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ftrongeft doubts of preventing the importation of corn till 
prices amount to what are ftated in the prefent bill; think¬ 
ing it a dangerous experiment, as it might materially affeCfc 
our manufacturers and diltrefs, in the higheft degree, tlie 
country labourer and the poor. His Lordfhip faid, it was a 
cruel and impolitic mcafureto begin by diftieffing thele va¬ 
luable members of fociety, in ordt-r to force more land into 
cultivation; that the only wife mealure of bringing more 
land into cultivation, would be by facilitating the arrange¬ 
ment %f concurrent rights in commons and wafte lands, which 
at preient prevent their cultivation. He was likewife very 
averfe to the difficulties at prefent thrown in the way of 
warehousing corn, as extremely detrimental to the general 
commerce of the kingdom, and depriving the lower ranks of 
His Majefty’s fuhjeCls of a fupply ot food, which might l>e 
always ready in times of dearth. 

The order of the day being moved for the third reading 
of the Bank Loan hill, 

Lord Row don rofe, and made the following fpeech: 

My Lords, % 

I gave notice to your Lordfhips that I fliould avail myfelf i> r d 
of the third reading of this bill, as an excufe to throw out a Raw*«u 
few remarks on the ftale of the finances in general. The 
matter being underftood in that light, it will not, 1 am fure, 
in point of form, be thought ne»tffary that 1 move any pre- 
ci(e queftion It would be a point of order eafily fatisfied : 

. but it would, in reality, be nugatory, as I only wiflito urge 
a few obfervations for the reflection of your Lordflups. Al¬ 
though the field which 1 have claimed be fo wide, your Lord¬ 
fhips need not fear that l fhall run into much length. I am 
too well aware, that no attention can follow up a long and 
complicated detail of figures; I fliall, tberefoie, have the 
policy to reftriCt myfelf to the plainer and more effential fea¬ 
tures of the fubjeCt, declining minor inveftigation. It is with 
this view to perfpicuity that 1 lliall argue from the data f’uh- 
mitted by Minifters to the Committee of finance, whole re¬ 
port has been juft publiilied ; and 1 beg to be umlerftood as 
making my calculations upon thofe documents, uulel's where 
I exprelsly declare my deviation. 

I fhall, with your permiffion, begin with a bri<-f advertence 
_Jtpapoint, which, without doubt, interefls me perfonally; 

but which would not be obtruded by me upon you, did it in- 
m tereft me alone. It is a matter of importance to the Public 
as much as to myfelf. 1 allude to the balance between the re¬ 
ceipt and the expenditure of the three ve.irs immediately fol¬ 
lowing the eftablifttment of the plan for diminifhing the na¬ 
tional debt; namely, from 5th of January 17 86 to 5th of 
January 1789. 1 had aflerted in this Houfe, that the million 
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yearly, daring that period, applied towards the reduction of 
the national debt, did not fpring from an annual furplus of 
income after the expenditure was defrayed; but that it was 
fiimiihed from extra refources. In making that aflertion, I 
took a diflindiion which 1 think was fair and liberal. 1 faid, 
that were the queftion, what inference was to be drawn for 
the regulation of your finance in future years, from the ba¬ 
lance between your income and expenditure in thofe three 
years, nothing ought to be taken into the calculation but ac¬ 
tual revenue. By that deiignation I meant to defcrihc the 
permanent taxes, and thofe impofts, which, though Annual 
in their form, are always reforted to; fources which furnifh a 
conftant return to the Exchequer, and the produce of which, 
though it will neceflarily flu&uate to a degree in its amount, 
may be capable of tolerable computation. The quellion, 
however, was not profpe&ive; it was a queftion of mere fa£t, 
whether the income of the three years had furnifhed the an¬ 
nual million? In that point of view, all accidental fums paid 
within the term into the Exchequer, lhould be reckoned as 
well as the permanent lupplies; even, although thofe fums 
ftiould really have been due before the period ofthe three years 
commenced. Tfee income thus complicated I would call re¬ 
ceipt in contradiftin&ion to revenue. It was upon the receipt 
1 originally argued; and I again admit the receipt as the ba¬ 
fts ofthe proportion, which 1 now re-ailert. The evidence, 
as exhibited by the Committee of the Houfe of Commons^ 
ftandsthus:— 

The produce of the permanent taxes for the £* 

three years is ftated by the Committee at - 37,797,131 

To this add the eftimated amount of the land 

and malt taxes for three years - 7,674,000 


Total revenue 45,471,631 

Add farther, 

Refpited duties paid by the Eaft-India Com¬ 
pany in 1786 - 522,500 

Impreft money repaid, and arrears of land and 

taxes, paid after 5th January 1786 - 476,686 

Clear gain on the lotteries during the three 

years - 675,000 


Total receipt - 47,146,017*- 

Expenditure of the.three years, as ftated in the 

document (Appen. F. No. 5 ofthe report) m 

fubminiftered by thp Treafury to the Com¬ 
mittee - 46,692,122 
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* Thus, Amply upon the Showing of Adminiflration, the 
proportion which I advanced ftands confirmed. For it is 
obvious, that a furplus of 453,8911. did ndt furuifli the three 
millions which the Public was led to fuppofe that fund had 
fupplied towards the liquidation of the national debt. But 
this evidence of my having been well-founded, as to my 
‘principal pofition, is not entirely fufficient. Although the 
proportion to which 1 pledged my felf before the Houfe, was, 
«< that the annual million did not arife from an excefs to 
“ thaK amount in the receipt beyond the expenditure,** I 
recoiled! that 1 let drop two other obfervations on the fub- 
jedfc; and I cannot leave it doubtful, whether I ventured 
upon even a contingent allertion refpedting fo important a 
topic without due foundation. The firft oi the pofitions to 
which 1 allude, was, that if the expenditure were compared 
with the revenue for the calculation of future profpeds, the 
deficiency would he found alarming. *1 his is at once jufti- 
fied by a comparifon of the amount of exgenditure, with the 
produceof the permanent taxes and ordinary annual resources ; 
notwithftanding, as 1 fball (hortly ihow, theftatement is lefs 
unfavourable for thofe who maintained the tstifience of a fur- 
plus than clofer inveftigation will warrant. The fccond po¬ 
rtion was, that on the balance between the receipt and the 
expenditure there was no furplus at’all; but, on the con¬ 
trary, a deficiency. To fupport this, it is evidently requi- 
fite that l ftiouid invalidate fome of the accounts, which 
form the ground work of the comparifon already laid before 
you. 1 Ihould be loath to go extenfively into an arraignment 
of that nature; as the detail might diftradt attention from 
the main thread of argument which 1 wiih it to purfue.— 
Luckily that digrefiion will not be neceflary; for where the 
ohje&< is only to prove that there was no furplus, the more 
or the lefs of the deficiency is immaterial My purpofe will 
be anfwered by two items : but 1 muft make one general re¬ 
mark on the remainder of the account, bccaufe it involves a 
confideration worthy of (erious attention. The accounts of 
the expenditure laid before the lad Committee of finance, dif¬ 
fer eflentially from thofe delivered to your Lordfhips in 1789 8 
not under the head of miicellaneous fervices alone, in which 
there might be fuppofed room fcr cafual alteration in the claf- 
fin g of articles; but in the diftindfc fervices of army, navy, 
|and ordnance. J am willing to afcribe the error which oeca- 
^fie&sjEbis difcordance to the want of fome fixed, unalterable 
form for making up the public accounts ; but as the effeft of 
the variation in the latter account is to diminifii confiderably 
the amount of the expenditure for the three years, it is juft 
the policy which would have been purfucd, had the ailertions 
which haye been made in Parliament, rendered it an obje& to 
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foftcn the prominence of evidence refulting from the old ft ate- 
ment. And the difference between the two accounts it not 
trifling; for, in more in fiances than one, it goes on a Angle 
article beyond 170,000!. Your Lordlhips fee how the rec¬ 
tification of that point would operate for my argument.— 
Buc 1 proceed to prove my politico more diftin&ly. The 
computations of the expenditure which l juft now meafured 
again ft the income, are taken from the Appendix, F. No. 5,' 
of the report of the Committee- In the year 1786, as there 
Hated, the intereil and charges of the national debt are^Wen 
at 9,010,404!. exclulive of intereil on Exchequer bills. In 
the next year, the fame article is eftimated at 9,276,000!. 
equally excluiive of iniereft on Exchequer hills. Your Lord- 
fttips fee that no debt could be incurred in the year 1786, 
that could add 260,000!. intcreft money to your charges.— 
But it is proved error by the feparate account of the public 
debt of that year; which gives the intereft and charges at 
9,2< >6,9401 exclulive of charges of management on the newly - 
funded flock of the faregiing year. The account of the 
Omnnitt* 9 of 1786 would confirm the matter, were the point 
disputable; for that Committee alfo tfharges the arricle at 
9,266,940!- Upon this head, therefore, there appears clearly 
to be an omifiion in the Hatement of the expenditure for the 
■year 1786, of more than 2.50,000!. The fource of that 
omiflion is curious. Finding that the outgoings o' 1786 ran 
higher, and the revenue lower, than was expelled, the Mi- 
niller was obliged to help the income by taking in the addi¬ 
tional quarter of the confolidated fund, up to April 1787, 
and to ealb the expenditure by delaying payments. For this 
latter purpofe it was directed by an a^l puffed in 1786, that 
certain annuities, upon which a quarter’s payment became due 
on the 5th of January, iliould, in future, be paid only half 
yearly, on the 5th of Apt il and ioth of O&oher. Theef- 
fe£k of this (as the yearly accounts are computed from the 
6th of January inclufive) was to throw out, in appearance, 
from the year 1786 that quarter which became due on the 5th 
of January 1787. The real confluence is, that a quarter of 
thofe annuities is carried forward, not anfwered by the in- 
’epme of the year in which it became due. The term ufed in 
deferibing this tranfadion, is no f a happy one. “ The pub- 
“ lie availed itfelf of the amount of one quarterly payment 
“•upon thefe annuities.” It is Government which her**a^_« 
fumes the name of the public ; and the avowal of the conve-J 
nicnce fought fuggefts the fuppofitinn of an advantage 
pf tile annuitants. No deviation from the conditions oft 
which fuch perfons purchafed their annuities can.be juft, uri- 
lefs it be made with the confent of the parties. Their con-« 
currence is not fpecifted; nor is it to be inferred, fince it 
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could not be for their profit to have a quarter's falary with¬ 
held* For the Committee have mifapprehended the cafe, 
when they fay, that by the arrangement, a quarter’s payment 
4 will, in future, be made in advance to thofe crditors. No¬ 
thing, according to the new fettlement, is to be paid on the 
5th of April; but the two quarters which would have been 
due on the 5th of January and' 5th of-April on the old foot¬ 
ing; and the quarter due on thejlhof July is not to be paid 
till tlje 10th of October. Therefore, about 250,000b debt 
is rcgS^rly carried forward upon this article. Is is clear, 
that in making up the account of the charges on the three 
years, that quarter’s payment which became due within the 
period, mult be reckoned ; whether it was liquidated by 
Government, or the difcharge deferred through motives of 
convenience. 

To that fum l will add an overcharge in the credit taken 
for the produce of the land and malt taxes. The amount of 
thofe taxes for the three years is calculated at 7,674,000b that 
is to fay, at the rate of 2,558,000b per annum ; the affumed 
eftimate of the Committee. Now, hy the account delivered 
from the Exchequer, on the requilition of this Houfe, the 
fums really received front the land and malt tafccs in the three 
years 1 amounted only to - - 7,439,184 

Deduft that furn front - - 7,674,0:0 

There appears an over-charge of - - 234,816 

The difference between the two accounts cannot arife from 
the circumflnnce that the militia charge is fubltra&ed from 
the one and not from the orher ; hecaufe the addition of the 
amount of that charge to the finalier fum does not make it 
correfpond with the other; but this is proved more fatsifac- 
torily in another method. The deficiency of the land and 
malt taxes is charged in the accounts ofexpenditue delivered 
to this Houfe in 1789, dillimSHy from the expence of the 
militia; that deficiency being added to the net receipt, gives 
in each of the three years a furn beyond the 2,750,000b at 
which thofe taxes are laid by Parliament, which can only be 
explained hy fuppofing that arrears paid in during that pe¬ 
riod were reckoned with the current receipt: on that fuppo- 
iition, hy adding the deficiency and the charge for militia, 
and then deducing the amount of arrears received, as fpeci- 
■UStTin another document, the 2,750,0001. ought to be pro- 
Xj u c ed, This, however, is not the cafe; apparently through 
fonte^tefea in the form of the account. But the refult af- 
fures nte difiiinflly, that the charge for militia has been de¬ 
duced before 2,558,000b isaflured as the net receipt from the 
land and malt taxes- Ard, indeed, in the abftra< 5 t which 
the Committee has publifhed, to exhibit a comparifon be- 
Vol. XXX. Tt tween 
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tween your probable future income and expenditure, this po- , 
fition is juftified completely ; as the 95,000!. annual charge 
for the militia is there inferted among the out-goings, whilft 
Credit is taken on the other hand fpr 2,558,0001. to arife 
from the land and malt. Now add the two furns which I 
have pointed out. 

Omiflion in the charges for intereft of public 
debt in 1786 

Over-charge on land and malt 

Total 

which extingnifhes the oflenfible furplus of 453,8951. and 
leaves my aflfertion proved. 

I come now, my Lords, to the bill immediately before 
ou. In pitching upon it as the vehicle for my obfervations, 
did not chuie at hazard: I had animadversion to exprefs 
upon this particular meafure; though complicating it, as I 
now do, with other materials, 1 fhall not expatiate upon it 
fo largely as the fubjeft might well deferve. My objection 
applies to the mode in which we know # this loan to have come 
forward. Had it been a voluntary agreement with Govern¬ 
ment, on the j>art of the Bank, there would not have been 
any thing to have faid again ft it. But the fhape in which it 
prefents itfelf, is this. ' As one of the refources to defray the 
cxpence of the armament *gainft Spain, the Minifter points 
at the unclaimed dividends accumulated at the Bank. The 
Bank pleads, that the advantage of having thefe dividends 
fuffered by the owners fo to reft in their hands, is one great 
inducemer.t to their bargain with Government for undertak¬ 
ing the payment of the inrereft on the national debt. The 
pha is contemned; yet the refiftance compels reile&ion. A 
reluflant lenfe of the dangerous wound which moft be given 
to public credit by perfeverance in the original meafure, caufes 
terms of accommodation to he fuggefted. The competition 
propofed is exadlly this : “ Offer us a loan, of 500,000!. or 
*■ we will, by the hartd of power, wreft from you a much 
“ larger fum.” There is no need for comment on the tone 
of this extortion. The fpirit of the original attempt, how¬ 
ever, is not veiled by that compromife: therefore let two 
words be addrefted to that point. It is the magnitude of thofe 
balances, fuffered by their right owners to fleep in the Bank^ 
which enables the corporation to accept Exchequer bills, bcc. 
to the amount that now takes place: consequently, Goyfy^u-' 
ment counteracts its own material convenience in ftrifcing at 
that fund. But this is a confederation trifling, in compatifon 
to the fhock which the meafure muft have given to public 
credit. It has, I know, been urged, (you (hall judge how 
fallacioufly) that the right of the public creditor was not to 


250,ooq 

224.816 
• * ■ ■■ — 

484.816 



A. 1791. DEBATES* 

be impaired, nor was even his fecurity to be altered; his title 
to the fum remained the fame, though the money was re> 
I moved from the Bank to the Exchequer; and Government 
flood, juft as it did before, in the light of his debtor. To 
this I anfwer, that foliciation at the Exchequer, and demand 
at the Bank, are very different procefles. The Bank, for a 
Certain allowance and cohtingent emoluments, undertakes to 
pay for Government the intereft to the public creditors, at 
the pbeqpd when it ftiall become due. By this contract, al¬ 
though Government is the fecurity to the Bank, and the ul¬ 
timate fecurity to the public creditor, the latter, in the firft 
inftance, has his remedy dire&ly again ft the cjpital of the 
Bank; and fo diftin&ly, that it allures hitn againft the app’e- 
henffon of delay in payment. Will it be aflerted that re- 
fponfibility is iiinilarly defined, or punctuality fimilurly iin- 
pofed, with regard to the Exchequer? Let Adiniriillration 
fpeak for themfelves to this point, in the document which f 
am about to lay before you. Your Lordftiips are aware, 
that exaflitudeof payment of the intereft, no lei's than facility 
in the transfer of the Capital, is the inducement for moll per- 
fons, who have to live on the intereft of certain futns, to 
place their money in the public funds, rather than on private 
mortgage; in which laft mode, the fecurity for the capital 
would be as good as in the former, and the intereft higher.— 
Now obferve how this expectation is anfwered towards tbofe 
who have to look to the Exchequer inftead of the Bank.— 
When the tontine loan took place, the annuity was not to 
commence for a certain time: but till the term of its com¬ 
mencement, the fuhfcribers were to be allowed 4 per cent, 
on their money. By the a& eftablifhing that loan, a year 
and a quarter’s intereft, at the above rate, was to become due 
on the 10th of October, 1790. I have in my hand the Ga¬ 
zette of the 8th of March, 1791, in which there is a notifi¬ 
cation from the Exchequer, that the intereft due on the above- 
mentioned loth of O&ober will he paid on the 1 ith of March. 
Here is a delay of five months in the payment of intereft to 
be received from the Exchequer: after which proof, 1 {hall 
not, l imagine, hear it argued in this Houfe, that a claim on 
the Exchequer or on the Bank are equally eligible. 

The mode in which the Bank is to be indemnified againft 
any inconvenience that might arife from this loan, leads to 
another important confideration. The loan is fuppofed to 
i^fursyftied out of the dividends lying unclaimed at the 
Bank. If thofe dividends happen to be Suddenly demanded, 
as they may be, Government is authorifed to iflue to the 
Bank, Exchequer bills to the amount of half a million. This 

perpetual recurrence to Exchequer bills makes it fitting that 
your Lordfhips fhouid advert a little to their nature, and to 

Tt 2 theif 
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their employment* As foon as the land and malt taxes ane 
granted, the Bank agrees to accept Exchequer bills, on the le~ 
curity of the produce of thofe taxes, to the amount of. 
2,750,0001. The produce of thofe taxes is however, not- 
withftanding, received into the Exchequer, and applied to 
current expences; an annual fettlement of intereft only be¬ 
ing made with the Bank, and the hills replaced by a new iflUe 
on the fame footing. But the Bank likewife atcepts farther 
bills from the Exchequer, refling only on the geneuHbredit 
of Government. Thefe latter bills may he compand to the 
notes of hand which an individual would give on his general 
credit, without any fpecific fund for their difcharge. Your 
Lordlhips fee*that there mull be fome point beyond which the 
Directors of the Bank cannot, in honefty to their conftitu- 
ents, proceed in the acceptance of thefe bills. Hence, 1 en¬ 
treat you, refled on the inexpediency of approaching that 
point in time of peace. When the fudden neceflity of arma¬ 
ment prefies upon yon, the refource of Parliament is a vote 
of credit. Exchequer bills, to the amount of the vote, are 
iiTued: but if thofe bills have not cufrency, which would be 
the cafe if you had previoufly loaded the Bank with as many 
as it could bear, your vote of credit would be nugatory.— 
Your Exchequer bills may he faid to have no currency but 
through the medium of the Bank : for, could you otherwife 
apply 1 hem to the objed* of immediate demand, it would be 
tinder a depreciation that would be ruinous. Feel how feri- 
ous it is to dellroy, by an unwile ufe of it in profound tran¬ 
quillity, that refource which is your molt ready and efficaci¬ 
ous fupply in the hour of difficulty. You have now, as it 
were, eftahlilhed 5,590,0001. of Exchequer hills as an un¬ 
funded debt, fyftematically carried forward from year to 
year. 1 lhall prel'ently have to notice a part of that fum. 
For the moment it will only lie neceflary to add, that your 
navy and vidualling hills being, to a heavy amount, bought 
up by the Bank, the load is thcreh^ materially augmented, 
and the capacity of acceptance in'tn Bank obvioufly dimi- 
niihed. 

Thefe preliminaries, my Lof&s, have opened the view to 
a jufler confideration of the immediate Hate of the finances at 
larga; as that ftate is offered to you by the balance, in point 
of fa£t, between your income and your expenditure, for the 
five years, from the jA Jan. 1786, to id Jan. 1791. In ar¬ 
guing the fubje&, 1 (hall take the lums as Adminifirack'firdThs 
-Hated them; though, in the expenditure, they arc, for the 
firft three years, fubjeft to ail the obi'ervations which I have al- 
xeady made upon them. 
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According to the documents which were fub- 
miniftered to the Committee, “ the fums 
“ applicable to the public expences in the 
€t five years” amounted to —- £8,040,055 

The expenditure by the fame ftatement, in¬ 
cluding the fums paid towards liquidating 
the public debt, amounted to — . 88,116,916 


Severe remained unfatisfied, only — 76,861 

To this ftatement I ftiall ohiedl: and I ftiall do it upon 
the ground which fecretiy occurred to the MiniAer when he 
quitted the Ample exhibition of income, and adopted the 
ambiguous ex predion of te fums applicable to the public eX- 
“ pences.” 1 Aiall argue, that certain of the fums, for which 
he has taken credit, were of a nature not to be applicable, in 
the point of view in which he has exhibited them, to the fer- 
vices of the five years iti queftion. I Aiall firfi enumerate the 
fums which l Aioutd, on that principle, fubftraift, and make 
the deduction, in order to fhew how 1 think the balarne really 
Hands: [ will afterwards give the reafons for linking oit 
each particular fum; as in that mode 1 (hah lefs embarrafs the 
perfpicuity of the meafurement. 


I then dedu£l. 

Monies in the Exchequer, 5th Jan. 1786 
Army Savings in ditto, 5th Jan. 1786 
Intereft received for money lent abroad 
Tontine loan —■ — 


£.1,172,119 

49 2 >378 

34,000 

1,002,140 


Total 2,700,637 

Before this fum be fubftra&ed from the amount of the re¬ 
ceipt for the 5 years, the over charge for land and malt, which 
I noticed in the account of the three years, Aiould be deducted. 

Suppofed income of the five years 88,040,055 

Over-charge for land and malt 234,816 

Deduft 2,700,637 


Remains—real income 85,104,60a 

Expenditure of the five years, with the addi¬ 
tion of 250,0001. intereft of public debt, 

.omitted in the account of 1786 — 88,366,916 


Deficiency 3,262,314 

Still it is inconteftable, that in the five years the fum of 
4,750,0001. was paid to the Commiflioners for reducing the- 
public debt. Now fiom that fum muft be dedudled that 
* which. 



PARLIAMENTARY A. 17914 

which, it appears, the income of the fire yearscould not 
furnifti. 

Applied to reduce debt — — 4,750,000 

Deficit of income in the five years 3,262,314 

. 1,487,686 

It is thus (hewn, that about one million four hundred and 
eighty-eight thousand pounds was all that could be dedicated 
to the redu&ion of the national debt from the adlual iqptAne 
of the five years; including in that income all contingent 
receipts which did really fail in within that term; and as 
thofe contingent receipts, under the heads of Rtfpited Du¬ 
ties, Impreft Money re-paid, and Army Savings, amounted 
to 1,^97,9551. yo‘« will obferve, that without their aid, the 
income could not have furniflied any part of the former futn. 
The difference between that fum and the four millions feven 
hundred and fifty thousand pounds mull have been furnifhed 
from extra refources. The quality of thofe extra refources 
is, therefore, what I have now to examine: and the refult 
of the inveftigation will determine whether I have proceeded 
on juft grounds yi eluding, as extra refources, thofe fums 
which I have deduced from the ftatement of income. 

I recapitulate them, 

Monies in the Exchequer previous to 5th Jan. 

1786 — — £.1,172,110 

Army Savings fimilarly circumftanced — 492,378 

Intereft on money lent abroad — — 34,000 

Tontine Joan — — — 1,002,140 

2,700,637 

On the firft of thefe I muft inquire, with fome furprize, 
why we never, till of late, when the queftion was fo hard 
prefled in this Jloufe, heard of thofe monies in a fpecific ag¬ 
gregate? That there were in the Exchequer balances remain¬ 
ing from certain heads, after the Cervices were discharged to 
which thofe funds had been appropriated, was known: their 
amount was not. Why, when it was of this magnitude, was 
it not brought forward as a fum ? 1 mean not to impute that 
there was any difpofirinn to employ this money in a manner 
not advantageous for the public, much lefs to intercept any of 
it from the national fervice. Bur that which I diftindtly 
charge from the face of the tranfa&ion, is, an attempt to 
confound this fum with the income ariftng from the foorCes; 
properly belonging to the term pofterior to the 5th of Jan. 
1786. The inference which it was hoped the public would 
draw, if the attempt fucceeded, was, the improved condi¬ 
tion of the finances in the hands which then managed them. 
This fum was infinuated by petty portions in the grants fub- 

fequent 
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fequent to January 1786, under ordinary titles of furplus re¬ 
maining from fuch or fuch a fund, that excited no curiofity 
or inveftigation. The motive of that policy is plain. Had 
this fum been acknowledged, in its extent, as exifting when 
the Committee of Finance publiihed their report in March 
1786, the obfervation refpe&ing it was fo obvious, that it 
• could not have failed being urged on the occafion. «* If 
“ there be (it would have been laid) above a million in hand, 
“ ^rpu never can pretend to carry that forward for the fervice 
** of this year: becaufe the plan which you have produced for 
** the reduction of the national debt goes upon the diftinft af- 
“ fumption, that the balance betwee n the annual income and 
<f the annual expenditure, will leave afurplus adequate toyour 
“ objedl. You infill upon this in contempt of all our doubts; 
te therefore you cannot need extraneous aids to fwell that in- 
“ come. Apd, indeed, you have made a fallacious ftatement 
“ of the condition of the country as to its debt, if, having this 
“ fum in hand, you do not give the public credit for it in your 
“ computation. The natural defiination for that fum would 
“ be to extinguifh with it a portion of the navy hills, or 
** other unfunded debt, charging the couptry fo much lefs 
“ in the burden which you hold out to them: for you, in- 
“ difputably, would not wilh the debt to appear a million 
“ greater than it really is, in order that you may have the 
“ higher merit in feejning to alleviate their diflrefles.”-— 
Such, my Lords, would have been'the inevitable comment 
which mu A have prevented this fum, had it been acknow- 
ledged, from being confounded with the future income. It 
is owned, that the monies were in the Exchequer previous to 
January 1786: the fum was then a confolidated poffdlion 
which ou^ht to have been balanced, as far as it went, a^ainlfc 
the debt; at leaft it ought to have been dated in fo diftin£t a 
manner, as to have been regarded in the light of a remedy 
againft any part of the floating debt that might become in¬ 
convenient. Whatfoever was the reafon that it was not then 
proclaimed, now that its nature appears fairly to you, I think 
the concluflon irrefragable, that it never can be admitted as 
a part of the income of the five years to be mcafured againft 
-^he expenditure of the fame period. 

''The cafe of the fecond article, the Army Savings, Hands 
precifely on the fame ground. The whole amount under that 
head, applied to the fervice of the five years, is 1,091,1471. 
From this I dedudt only what appears to have accrued be¬ 
fore the period which we are meafuring; namely, the ex- 
eefs of the fupply for land forces in 1784, the fame for 1785, 
and a furplus of monies voteil for Chelfea Hofpital in 1785 ; 
making together 492,378!. If that balance exified in favour 
of the public, previous to January 1786, it ought to have 

been 
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been ftated in favour of the public: it was the property, al¬ 
ready realized, of the community, and their debt was by fo 
much the lefs. The debt has been diminished by the em¬ 
ployment of that fum; but that is not the queftion now agi¬ 
tated; it might have been equally diminished by the applica¬ 
tion of that fum before the 5th of January, 1786. The fum 
has nothing to do with the income of the five years; upon 
the exuberance of which, under their conduit, the prefent 
Ministers aifedl to reft the proof of their fuperior manage¬ 
ment. This money, as well as the former article, ought to 
have been applied in difeharging a portion of the debt, before 
the plan for reducing the debt by l'urphides of income was 
fet a-foot; then the latter would have ftood on its own me¬ 
rits. 

The third article was thus produced : It was judged expe¬ 
dient .0 aid the Pr *' e. of Orange with a loan of 187,000!. 
That urn was raifed here for the purpofe: it was, however, 
underftood at the time, tliat this loan was not to be regarded 
as an add.tion to our public debt, becaule that regular pay¬ 
ments from Ho land w re, by inftalrnenr, to furnifh the in- 
tereft, and gradually to dilcharge the capital. Credit is ta- 
Iteu for the 187,0001. in the account of extra Sums applied to 
the fervice of the five years ; and I have admitted it upon the 
fuppoiition that it is, on the other hand, charged as an ex¬ 
penditure; imagining it, though not fpecifically defcribed, to 
he included under a head of 191,3421. granted in 1789, to 
make good money employed in fecret fervicc abroad. It is 
clear, that a fum remitted from Holland to defray a portion 
of the iiuereft, and extinguish a part of the principal of that 
loan, was intercepted by the Exchequer, and applied to other 
purpofes: confequently, we muft provide, in fome other 
manner, for the difcharge of fo much intereft, and fuch a 
portion of the capital, as the Dutch have exonerated them- 
felves from by that remittance. It comes then to the fame 
thing as if we had borrowed 34,000!. the amount of that 
payment, from Holland ; and when it is proved equivalent 
to a loan, it is, of courfe, precluded from ftanding as an ar¬ 
ticle of income. 

It would he fuperfluous to expatiate on the fourth article; 
the Tontine Loan, money borrowed to fupply the deficiene^ 
of income, never can be reprefented as income 

A queftion next arifes, with what degree of advantage thele 
extra refources have been applied ? I mean, how far their ex¬ 
penditure has operated in really diminifliing the public debl 
during the five years. The ftatement which l now lay be¬ 
fore you, may enable you to judge upon this point more 
dearly than you well could, from the feveral fails as they 
Hand difperfed in the repoit of the Committee. 



The flock bought by the Commiflioners up to the ift of 
February 27911 amounted to 6,772,350!. The annual inte- 
reft on this fum was 203,170!. 

Here it will be proper to remark to your Lordfhips, that 
the computation of the national debt by its capital is indubi¬ 
tably an erroneous mode of cortfidering it. As the capital of 
the monies veiled in the funds cannot be demanded of Go¬ 
vernment, it is only for the regular payment of intereft on 
thole monies, at the ftated periods, that Government is re- 
fpoit&ble. In other words, Government only owes perpe¬ 
tual annuities to the amount of the intereft agreed for on the 
depofit of thofe fums; which annuities are upon certain 
conditions redeemable by the nation. The reduction, there¬ 
fore, of the public burdens in the five years, is the extinc¬ 
tion of an annuity of 203,1701. Let us examine how this 
has been compafted. The monies applied for the purpofe, 
beyond the receipt of the five years, may be clafltxl under 
three deferiptions; as fums expended, as debts acknowledged, 
and as debts obvioufly chargeable. With regard to thofe 
two heads of debt, it is apparent that they have been thus in¬ 
curred. Portions of«the annual income which fhould have 
anfwered certain current fervices, have been applied to the 
purchafe of flock. Hence the payment of thofe fervices 
was either left in arrear, or fupplied by refources which en¬ 
tailed debt in fome other fbape. It mull be underflood, that 
every annual fervice is defiayed before a furplus can be rec¬ 
koned : therefore, the application of any fum to the purchafe 
of flock, leaving, thereby, a fervice undilchargeJ, was tan¬ 
tamount to borrowing that fum in order to make the pur¬ 
chafe ; and, in that light, the amount of the debt fo incurred 
is here to he confidered. 

The detail and amount of thofe extra refourccs will fland 
as follows:— 


Sums expended. £. 

Money in Exchequer, previous to Jan. 1786 1,172,119 

Army Savings previous to ditto —— 492,378 

Intereft money from abroach — — 34,000 

Tontine Loan — — 1,002,140 


Navy 

Deficiency 

"Ordnance 


Debts acknowledged. 


£• 


— — 457*950 

of Grants — 80,590 

—. — 61,909 


2,700,637 


600,449 
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Carried forward 3,301,086 
U u . brought 



Brought over - £-3 i 301,086 
Debts chargeable. 

£* 

Additional Exchequer BiHs - 750,000 

Anticipated Quarter of the Confoli- 

dated Fund - - 628,982 

-i>37 8 »9 8 * 


Total 4,680,068' 

In explanation of the firft defcription, nothing need here 
be added to the illuftration which I before gave of thofe 
fums. 

Upon the fecond head, the acknowledgement of Minifters 
leaves no occafion for obfervation. 

The third head requires more dilatation; becaufe both the 
articles contained in it have been the fuhjedt of repeated con- 
troverfy. The queHion on the Exchequer bills Hands thus. 
In funding a part of the floating debt in 1784, the outftand- 
ing Exchequer bills were left at 4,500,000!. In the year 
1785, the Minifler applied to Parliament for leave to iflue an 
additional million. This could not hetoanfwer any preffure 
in the current demands of the year, bechufe your Lordfliips 
know the income did, in that year, exceed the expenditure 
by more than 900,000!. It could not have been recom¬ 
mended by therefultof the preceding year, for that alfo had 
produced a large furplus. In fail, it does not appear that 
more than 250,0001. from that million was applied within the 
year 1785. The conflrudtion, therefore, to he put upon 
the reque.il to Parliament for that million neceffarily is, that 
it was intended as a provifion for extinguifhing fome other 
unfettled charge, whofe form might render it more trouble¬ 
some, than an addition to the amount of Exchequer bills. I 
have at this moment in my contemplation the navy debt ; 
any part of which that remains undifeharged fo long as (ac¬ 
cording to the cufloin of the department) to become entitled 
to intereft, grows very burdenfome. No application of this 
nature appears with regard to 750,000!. of the" million in 
queftion. Be it here obferved, that a diftrihution paper, as 
it is called, marking the dates at which portions of the mil¬ 
lion were idued, could not decide the point; for it is 
clear that the whole million might have been iflued 
payment of the current fervices of the year, and the 
income naturally applicable to thofe fervices might, to 
the fame amount, have been with-held; which would 
produce the fame effect of keeping the additional. fum-* 
m hand; confequently, no part of the million can be 
deemed to have been expended beyond what flaall corre- 
fpond with the amount of demands liquidated, diftindl from 
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the balance between the fervices and the receipt of the year. 
In 1786^ that additional million was carried forward in the 
new vote of Exchequer bills. Seven hundred and fifty thou- 
fand pounds, therefore, were thrown into the credit of that 
year. When the Minifter brought forward his plan for the 
* reduction of the national debt, upon the fuppofition that 
there would be an annual excefs of income beyond current 
deft land, had he then applied to Parliament that he might 
add 750,0001. to the debt under the head of Exchequer bills, 
in order to produce the excefs which he prophefied, the pro- 
pofal would have been held laughable. The weakeft capacity 
would have difeovered that, if the excefs could not he figured 
without fuch an aid, the expedled furplus was vifionary.— 
To borrow by way of exhibiting a furplus, would have been 
a delufion too grofs to have puffed on any underftanding.— 
Now, pra&ically the carrying forward that fum of 750,000!. 
in Exchequer bills, comes to the fame point, although it was 
not ahfolutely granted within the term. If thofe bills are 
fuppofed to have exifted as a fum in the hands of Govern¬ 
ment at the opening of that plan, (and there is no proof of 
their expenditure previous) they are fubjedl to the fame re¬ 
mark which I have made upon the other monies exifting in 
the Exchequer, when the ftatement of its debts was expofed 
to the nation by the Committee in 1786. Of courfe, it 
muA juflly he charged as an extraordinary fum funk within 
the five years. 

The anticipated quarter is thus circumftanced; the account 
of the confolidated fund ufed to be made up to Chriftmas.— 
In 1786, the Minifter, having appropriated to the fupplies 
the quarter’s income of that fund, accumulated upon the 5th 
of April, took four quarters more up to the 5th of April 
1787, for the fervice of the year 1786. Thus, to anfwer 
four quarters expenditure he applied five quarters income.—• 
The amount of the fifth quarter thus anticipated, was 
628,9821. Take this fum in what light you pleafe, either as 
a fum already accumulated, at the difpofal of Government, 
or as an anticipation of revenue, it cannot bs admitted as a 
nortion of the natural income of the years in queftion. If it 
is % to be confidered as an accumulated fum, always at the 
command of Government, it ought to have been fo ftated by 
the Committee of Finance in 1786, and the nation ought to 
iiave had credit to the amount. If it be regarded as an anti¬ 
cipation of revenue to which the quarter’s expenditure is not 
brought up, it is obvious that there is, by that means, a 
quarter’s debt conftantly carried forward. This debt has been 
added clearly within the five years. The fum, therefore, by 
the finking of which, this debt was entailed, muft he charged 
either under this head, or under the head of money in the 

U u a hands 
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hands of Government, previous to the eflablifhment of the 
plan for the reduction of the national debt. 

The cunclufion which 1 propofe to draw from this (late- 
ment, is, that nothing, whatever, has hitherto been effe&ed 
towards dimini filing the public debt, by furplufesof income. 

I have reprefented the extraordinary fums expended, under 
the three feveral heads, to amount to four millions fix hun¬ 
dred and eighty thoufand pounds; a rotal nearly approaching 
to the entire fum paid into the hands of the Commiflioners. 
This, your Lordlliips will take notice, was not (lock, hut 
folid cafh. At four and a half per cent, the interell on this 
fum would be — — — £.210,600 

The Commiflioners have reduced the annual de¬ 
mand on the nation for intereft — 203,107 

It here appears that you have only extinguifhed an annuity 
of two hundred and three thoufand pounds, by the annihila¬ 
tion of a fum, the return from which would, in the common 
eourfe of interell, have been fuperior. That the 4,750,000!. 
applied by the Commiflioners, has not^expunged an interell 
greater than what the 4,680,000]. is rated to produce, arifes 
from this circuiftflance : that in the conflitution of the plan 
for reducing the public debt, there is a tendency (which (hall 
be explained prefcntly) to keep up the price of flock in the 
funds beyond its natural relative value; fofar clogging the 
operation of the mrafure. 

Were the ccnfidertion to flop here, I fhould have troubled 
your Lo: Jfhips to little purpofe, I lhould have only indicated 
what mull, from the uncertain foundation of fpeculations in 
finance, too frequently happen, that the public had embra¬ 
ced a deluiive expectation, under which confiderable fums 
had be^*n applied, not very advantagcoi fly : but We have to 
look forward; and it is incumbent on us to form from paft 
experience fome judgement for the regulation of our future 
conduCl. The principle of calculation which feems leaf! li¬ 
able to eiror is, that we (hould embrace a period which may 
give room for all the contingencies ordinarily afieCting in¬ 
come and expenditure. Let us, therefore, draw an average 
from the accounts of the five years, as they have been exhi-^ 
hire ! by Adminiflration. 

Produce of permanent taxes for five £ 
years - - 65,303^877 

Land and malt taxes, at 2,558,0001. 

per annum - - 12,790,000 * 

Gains on the lottery for five years 1,212,692 


5 ) 79 » 3 o6 »s 69 


Average 
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Average 

1 Expenditure, adding 190,0601. for 

two years militia - - 79,274.923 

Dedufl fecret fervice 

» money - - 187,000 

5)79> o8 7>9 2 3 
Average 15,817,584 

Remainder - 43*729 

Out of this fum of forty-three thouiajid feven hundred and 
twenty-nine pounds, the annual million Is to he provided.— 
I entreat that your Lordlhips will be plea fed to advert to the 
ground on which I have formed this eftimate. 1 have given 
the amount which flowed from each head of ufual yearly pro¬ 
duce, juft as it is ftated from the 1* xchequer. I have made 
no deduction from tile receipt for 190,0001. evidently antici¬ 
pated on the rum duties in 1790. The rum, on its importa¬ 
tion, pays no duty; it is lodged in the Kind’s warehoufe; the 
ineichant takes it out by quantities as there is demand for it; 
and, in proportion as he takes it out, he pays the import.— 
Part of the provifion to defray the expence of the late arma¬ 
ment was an additional duty on rum, to take place in Janu¬ 
ary 1791. The a<ft impoiing this duty palled in November 
J790; in confequcnce, every merchant who had rum ftored, 
took it out in the enfuing.month to efcape the new tax. I 
called for the return of the duty paid upon rum in laft Decem¬ 
ber, and in the correfponding month of the former year.— 
The duty of laft December, on that article, exceeded the 
former by above 190,0001. This is, evidently, an anticipa¬ 
tion of part of the income of 1791; becaufe, in the ordinary 
courle, the rum would not have been taken out till after Ja¬ 
nuary 1791, when the 190,000!. would have flood part of 
the income of that year. In like manner on the expenditure 
fide, I have not made any addition in refpeft of the 250,000!. 

• the payment of which was deferred in 178b; although it is 
plain, that in a calculation for future years, tour quarters 
payment of intereft on the public debt muft be computed in 
each year; and I have deduced 187,cool, the-fum lent abroad, 
becaufe I fuppofe it t» he included in the expenditure, under 
the head of Secret Service Money; and as I do not reckon the 
fum in tbeincome, the employment of it fliould not be charged 
in the outgoings. 

I know that an average drawn from the five years has been 
oppofed, upon th* profefled plea, that the firft of thofe five 
years fell remarkably fhoit in point of income; and that the 

iwcoud. 
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fecond, I ike wife, was dill below what had been the expec¬ 
tation. it may he the i mere ft of a Minifter to inflate the ap¬ 
pearance of the finances under his management; but it never 
can be theintereft of your Lordfhips, or of the public, to em¬ 
brace any felf-delufion on fo momentous a fubjedt. If thofe 
two years were inferior in income, to what may, hereafter,’- 
be fairly expected; let it be remembered, on the other hand, 
that the latter years have been attended with circumftanctS of 
advantage, which mud be cunfidered as accidental and tranfi- 
tory. A part of Europe has been engaged in war; other 
power; have been convulfed with internal troubles ; and, in 
others, the activity of commercial enterprife has been 
checked by the appr^ienfion of fimilar diftrefles. Enjoying the 
inappreciable bleffings of a peace, which I hope we mail not 
wantonly cad away, we have drawn emolument from the diffi¬ 
culties of all thofe nat ions. We have either dire&ly fupplied 
the wants, againd which thofe countries had not leifure to 
provide hy their own exertions, or We have had the factorage, 
on all the mercantile intercourfe of the better part of Europe. 
The adventitious increafe to your income from cafualtieS 
fuch as I have dated, will be wholefomely balanced (if ws 
are in earned in our fearch for a jud ground of expe&ation) 
by thofe deficiencies, which, having occurred once, may oc¬ 
cur again. It is evident that a war mud materially affedfc 
thofe fources of affluence, whence this nation has latterly 
been aide to pay fuch prodigious fums into the Exchequer; 
and many other incidents may be imagined that would fimi- 
larly reduce the amount of income. You cannot then, uporl 
this ground, expeft that your receipt fiiall, after the annual 
charges are paid, furnilh you with the million dedjned to the 
diminution of the national debt. And this view of the fub- 
jecl is confirmed hy the ohvious confederation, that many of 
the fountains which have fupplied the deficiency of your an¬ 
nual refimrees during the five years are entirely exhauded.— 
Of thefe, indeed, the Army Savings, and repayment of Im- 
pred monies, are the only ones which might bear the appear¬ 
ance of promifing a future fupply. When their nature is ex¬ 
amined, the hope will vanifit. They were the confequences ' 
of a war; on the great fcale of which immenfe fums were ad¬ 
vanced upon account. The reduction which immediately on 
the peace took place in all your warlike edablifliments, pre¬ 
cluded the application of much of this money in every depart¬ 
ment; The individuals in office, to whom the fums were if- 
fued, on making up their accounts with Ciovernment, have 
returned fuch portions of the money as were not demanded 
for the fupply of their refpe&ive branches of fervice; but 
they returned them Once for all. Having paid in their ba¬ 
lances, 
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lances, they have nothing more to pay on that fcore; nor 
are they likely to contract new debts. You have reftri&ed 
your efiablifiiments, and have meafured accordingly the fums 
allotted for their fupport. The fource of fupply from Tar¬ 
ings or repayment of itnpraft money, at lead, to any amount, 
flops here; unlefs the calamity of a new war fhould befall us, 
or extenfive and repeated armaments fhould leave fomethihg 
to be gleaned towards ordinary fervices from that which the 
nation (hall have granted for indifpenfable extraordinary pro- 
viiions. The ellablilhment of a fund, which has ferved fo 
well in fupporting the appearance of the five years, would not 
be very falutarily purchafed on fuch terms. 

In fa£t, the Minifter has been aware of the conclufion that 
roaft flow from fuch a mcafurement as 1 have made; and to 
guard againfi it he has reforted to an expedient of a mull 
extraordinary nature. He has given you an efiimate of 
your expenditure for the time to come. An efiimate 
which 1 confidently fay, is conriru&ed on no other prin¬ 
ciple than that on its companion with the affumed income 
it (hall leave a furplus. it does not even afte£l to give a 
reafon in jufiiiicationvff its limits; and it lets at defiance all 

tegard to paft expei ience. Obierve the derail 

* 

The average expenditure of the navy, for thelaft JT. 
five years, exclufive of the armaments which 
are ieparately provided for is - 2,289,907 

The efiimate now prefenttd is - 2,000,oco 


Difference 289,907 

The average of the Army for the five years is >9880,353 
The efiimate is 1,7^8,842 

. Difference 13 ,511 

The average of ordnance for the five years is 461,668 

The efiimate is 3759OOO 

Difference 86,668 

The average of the five years for mifcellaneous 

fervices, exclufive of the Loyalifts, is - 269,450 

The efiimate is 128,416 


Difference 141,034 

Thus, there is in all near 650,000!. difference between that, 
expenditure which experience warns you to apprehend, and 
thaf which is now arbitrarily affumed. I afk, upon what ra- 
tional foundation is this efiimate offered to you by the Minif¬ 
ter ? I fay, by the Miniftcr, becaufe the Members of the 
Committee have difiin&ly declared that they dhl not think 



PARLIAMENTARY A. i)$r 7 

the ground on which that eftimate was formed, a matter with¬ 
in their cognizance. They conceived* their province to ex¬ 
tend no farther than to the comparifon of tych documents as 
were furnifhed to them by the Minifter; holding the amount 
ftated in ehofe documents refpe&ive! y, a matter for which 
the Minifter alone was refponfible., In this, thofe gentle¬ 
men undoubtedly judged well; hecaufe, according to the 
conftru&ion of the Committee, they had not the means of 
examining the particulars which conftitured the feveral fuins. 
And, in truth, thefervice which they did undertake was Ef¬ 
ficiently laborious, and entitled them fully to the applaufe of 
the public for the induftry and ability of their inveftigation. 
‘A more peifpicuous ftateinent upon fo intricate a fubjcCthas 
never been presented to any nation. It is in the data alone, 
for which the Co unfit tee is not refponiible, that any error 
can lurk. 1 have already charged terror again if fome of thofe 
data; l now advance my apprshenfion of it with regard to 
this eftimate. In the year 1786, the Committee, upon as 
wide a view of documents as thole which have lately been 
fuboiitted for infpedtion, cliinnteJ your future expenditure 
at 14,4/8.18 il. The calculation was arraigned a» a wild and 
arbitrary fpeculation: it was, however, pertinacioufly main¬ 
tained. After an experience of fire years it is abandoned; 
but it is not abandoned in favour of the fcale which the expe¬ 
rience of the five years might have fubilantiated. A new 
eftimate is obtruded upon your credulity, refting up*n the 
fame fpecies of vague aftumption as that of 1786; notwith- 
ftandinga mortifying refutation of all the predi&ionson the 
fubje£t, now forces you to admit an error in the fuppoftrion 
of the Committee of 1786, to the amount of above a million 
nearly on an average, or of near a million and a half in the 
fail year. And what is the motive that impels the Minifter 
to give into this delufton ? It is, that, having pinned the fame 
of his management on the production of a million annual fur- 
plus, the million rnuft, at all events, appear to be forth-com¬ 
ing. Had the average expenditure of the five years been 
ineai’ured againft the average revenue of the three beft of 
thofe years, which the Committee take as the bafis for fu¬ 
ture exjieftation, it mull have appeared at once that the fur- 
plus million would not exift. The aveiage revenue of the 
three laft years was 16,030,1861. The average expenditure 
of the five years, deducting the charge for the Loyalifts, 
which the lottety is fuppofed to anfwer, and deducting the 
187,000!. Secret Service Money, amounts to 15,560,709!.;— 
Obferve that this expenditure does not include the million ap¬ 
plied annually towards liquidating the debt; therefore, the 
revenue would exceed the expenditure by no more tlun 
469,577k Were the eftimate of the expenditure to be taken 

from 



from* tlie average ofthelalt • tfir& yciiy 
with regaul to the income, the balance would oe nil! finaflef^ 
becaufe, unfortunately, your Expenditure frtms to have in- 
creaied in proportion as your income augmented/* l will 
then fay to th »fe who bring forward the prefent eflimate, 
“ l)o yna really mean to condemn your own management of 
“ the fl^bftc t treafures for five years, by fluting, as the extent 
“ of thaf^hich the public fervice can lequire, a funi fo much 
s “ ftiort of that which you have actually lavifhed r” For the 
difference between wl.at has been annually expended during 
the^five years, and that which we aie told will he fuiiicitnt 
for the public fervice, is no lefs than five bundled and eighty- 
one thou land one hundred and thirty-one pounds yearly.— 
But, my Lords, the ciicurnllance which molt completely 
overturns this eflimate, is the conduct of tlse Miniffer with 
iegnrd to the fuppliet for the current year. The report in 
which this eflimate is u the red to the public was not yet dry 
from thepref, when the Miniffer himfelf exploded the ulti¬ 
mate the am< unt of fupply which he demanded for the or¬ 
dinary fervice of the y^ar i'9». For the navy he requires 
2,131,GCol. f or the army 1,853,0001. For the ordnance 
4^3,cool. For mifc^lhmeous fervice, exclulive of American 
Loyalifts ?6 d,OCoL making, in the whole, after a deduction 
of 76.000L to be repaid by the Eaff-lndia Company, 
4,6ii,OOo1. This is 360,000! above the eflimate, which 
fcarcely a fortnight before he had offered to the nation, as 
defcrihing the probable future expenditure under tin le beads. 
You will remark, that this demand is for the ordinary it-r- 
vices, and has no relation to the ex'fling armament; uml-*r 
the provifion for which one might rather fulhecl fome portion 
of tire excel’* vc charge for ordinary fieri ices would be fino- 
thered Yet one may doubt, whether, even by this demand, 
adequate proviihms has been made fi.r the feveral lervices; 
as each of*the articles falls lliort of the correfpondenr article 
taken on the average of the five years. In the article ot mil- 
"cellaneous fervices, efpeciaily, there is realbn to look for¬ 
ward to a heavier charge. On the average of five yea; s, the 
lottery has not tmfwered the expence of the Loyalifis If 
that refl urcc continues inadequate, the refidue of their claims 
rilull he utherwife furniffied under the head of Mifcellantous 
ferviecs. No provilion appeals to have been confldeied for 
the ^o;:q>i> i *oii of Carlton Houle: a provifion which muff 
not ohtv ! e expefted. but in common decency defired, nay, 
in meie economy ; otherwife, the fum already granted on ac¬ 
count has been waft fully expended on that building. 1 feel 
bo little pleafure that the report of a Committee ol the Floufi? 
of Commons renders it unneceiTary for me to finer upon 'hofio 
Ji (bullions on the fubjefl, which l ihuuld have olheiwilo 
\ PL. X\X, X x thought 



usuce xnat the public has been 
djftin&lyItaf&lined by the Committee, how the money al¬ 
ready granted for that buildfhg has been applied: that the 
Prince of Wales never affumed the dire&ion of that fum ap¬ 


propriated towards the completion of an edifice, which 
(though the refidence of his Royal Highnefs) is the property 
of the King ; but caofed the archited to draw for the money 
as it was required, accounting for the expenditure to His 
Majefty’s Board of Works. The object of that grant being 
to lender the habitation becoming for the Heir Apparent o*' 
the Crown, it is to be conceived that the purpofe will not he 


dropped in the middle. If we wifb, really, to form a juft 
idea of what are likely to be our out-goings, we cannot but 
look forward to this among many other impendingexpenccs, 
for which no allowance appears to have been made in the cal- 


culat ion. 


It may now he afked, what is the view and objedl of all 
this detail ? for, if no fuggeftion that may he of public ad¬ 
vantage is to l>e deduced from it, your Lordfhips’ time has 
been unprofitably employed in liftenii.g to the ftatemcnt. 
Surely, however, an inference of immediate importance pre¬ 
lents itfelf irtefiftibly : I mean the jnecellitv of adopting 
fome principle of real and not oftentatious economy, which 
{hall ftop the grbwth of your expences, if not reduce them. 
For it is a lamentable confidcrarion, that, in proportion as 
your income lies been augmented by the impofittou ot new 
taxes, or a ftri&er exaction of old ones, your expenditure 
alfo has increafed. In 1786, a tax to produce 10c,cool, an¬ 
nually was all that was held out as necefiary to infure a mil¬ 
lion furplus in each year. Year after year new burdens have 
been laid on the country, and the propofed effect is not yet 
fecured. Thecaufe is obvious : You fet out with a plan of 
jeftri&ing your expences to 14,478,181!. annually; bur, in 
the very next year you exceed that eftimate by more than 
twelve hundred thoufand pounds ; and, in this laft year, you 
have exceeded it above a million and a half. Had the expen-* 
diture been kept down, and the income proved inadequate 
to produce the million towards reducing ths debt, the im- 
pofition of frr-fh taxes would have been accounted for to the 
fatisfa£lion of every man. For there can he but one opi¬ 
nion as to the neceffity of endeavouring to diiniuilh the 
debt; though there may be much difference of fentimgait, 
whether theprefent plan for effecting that obje£f be thi heft 
that could have been adopted. To anatomize that plan, 
though not foreigif to the prefent difcufiion, would lead me 
into too great exrent. It is fufficient to have fhewn, front 0 
the documents of JVIinifters, as I truft I have fhewn, that 
you have made little progrefs in your undertaking ; and that 

yp« 
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you are not likely to make a much greater, without a posi¬ 
tive and ferious reduction in your current expences. It it 
not the difappointment alone, or the dangers of delay, that 
are to be lamented; but the plan is attended with inconve¬ 
niences that would render it highly objedionable, were there 
'not » rational profpedt of real advantage to refult from it. 
1 ^ order to keep up the appearance of furplufles in the Ex¬ 
chequer, a thoufand little expedients muft be reforted to, 
ruinous to the individuals upon whom they apply: I mean 
the retardment of payments to the claffes of men whole ne- 
ceflities moft require punctuality of l'upply ; loyalifts, half¬ 
pay officers, petitioners, Servants of the State in all the dif¬ 
ferent branches of employment, whofe allowance from the 
public is their only Support. Another evil of the Scheme 
is, the delufion in which it holds the public with refped to 
the funds. Heretofore, the rate of the funds ,was a criterion 
which gave Some indication of thegeneral profperity. When 
the funds funk, \jie vigilance of Government or of the 
nation was attracted to difcover and remedy the caufe; at 
prefent the cftiination of the funds is wholly fallacious. It 
is obvious what mull be the con Sequence of the notoriety, 
that, at leaft, 250,0001. is to be laid out by Government 
every quarter in purchafxng Hock whatsoever be its price in 
the market. '1 he tendency of this arrangement is naturally 
to induce each ftock-holder to increaie the valuation which 
he puts on his flock ; for he argues, that if by aiming at too 
high a price he mifles his faie in the immediate inflance, he 
ha. the chance of the nexr quarter open to him. The eflefl 
of this is vifihly to counteraCl, in a material degree, the main 
purpofetjf the plan; flnee in proportion as flock is bought by 
the c Jimniilioncrs, that which remains to he purchafcd will 
he heightened in pi ice. It is from this influence that the rate 
■ of the funds is kept up without advertence to external cir- 
cumflanct's; So that, as you have Seen, they have not been 
arteifled by even impending war. 

'J hefe considerations, however, are trifling in com pari few 
with others. I have met perfons fo flrangely deluded by the 
outward fnow of things, as to conlidcr the magnitude of the 
bu?l jleti under which the country labours a proof of its prof¬ 
perity. It is true, that a nation which had not acquired an 
extraorduiaty ihgreeof opulence could ttot have fuftained fo 
• Severe a draft upon its induflry; hut the eiTetf of nhofe im¬ 
ports, as counteracting that induflry and ruining that opu¬ 
lence, ought to be ftrioufly weighed. The habits of an ac¬ 
tivity which has ltd to affluent'', will not be at t nee aban¬ 
doned ; becaufe it will not, at once, be perceived that afflu¬ 
ence no longer accrues to the individual from them. But it 
|x clear, that the complication of taxes afifaSling every article 
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of fuftenance imift operate to reprefs the growing gain of the 
ipanufadlurer, ami of the country at laige. For upon thole 
commodities, which are to be fold in a foreign market, and 
the produce of which keeps up the ciiculation of this country, 
muft be charged all the additional burdens with which Go- 
verniflent directly or indiredlly loads the manufacturer j^ther-f 
w'»le his work would not make him a ueccfiary return tor |iis 
lab ur. Hence, the commodity oilers it fed f at fo high a price 
in foreign countiies that it is beaten out of the market by the 
productions of other nations; poffiblv not of equal quality, 
but fo rc.ifonalle as to extinguilli the other consideration.— 
Add to this the political conlequtnce which muft, in feme 
degree/ follow your prefent fyiltm of finance. If your Lord- 
ihips will turn to the items which conllitute your income, 
you will perceive that the mateiial inert ale of your revenue 
aiifes ironi the exlenfion of theexcife; a mode of taxation 
whicVfthe exigencies of the State unfortuir uly render indif- 
ptnfable, hut which is, in its nature, . Jie moll vexatious, 
and the moft repugnant to the idea of a free community that 
can polfibly he imagined, l'here is not one of you, even in 
your lituations, that are not expo fed to the tending infults in¬ 
separable from that fpecies of collcdtion. The habit of ac- 
quiefcer.ee, undei the overt. eating inrrufmns which the officers 
of excife are authorifed and necelliiated to make, breaks the 
fpirit of a people in a dangerous degree, and makes them lee 
little to be loft by entire fuhmifthn to ahfolute power. And 
it is an axiom which fhould never he forgotten, that power is 
in its nature fo progu Hive and encroaching, as not to he re¬ 
filled but by general compact, and by piecile definition of 
fotne boundai y, which (hovvfocver indifferent in kltdf that 
boundary may feein) it mull never be permitted to ovnr-flep. 
The rtfltafUen is the more material as the magnitude of your 
public debt enrols a body which weighs heavily againft con- 
ftitutional energy. 'I hey, wkofe fupport flows folely from 
the public funds, and whole ficuriiy rells upon the public 
tranquillity, mull fupport, indifniminately, every Adinini- 
ft ration, what foever he their mealures. For thofe Audi na¬ 


tion*., on which the fahationof public liberty might depend, 
would, to fuch men, be attended with hazard of confaller- 
ahle diminution in the value of their poffeffions; therefore, 
they are in-erefted both to preach and pradtife apathy, under 
every invafion of conftiturionnl rights. 

T will conclude this djfculfion bv oMerving, that any Mi- 


nificr may increafe the revenue of this country ; far it 
only to lay new taxes, to which the good fenfe and general - 
information of the people of Great Britain will always fecure 
cheerful obedience, t ut the aim of a Minifter ought to he 
■fib lexider fuch bu ulcus of ihort duration, by applying thejr 
_ 1 . prefent 
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prefent produce to the extinction of Annual claims upon the 
nation. If he fuffers the inercafed receipt to be (wallowed by 
the augmentation of current expenses, the additional funis 
which he raifes on the public are a grievance. It mull: be 
from reform in the expenditure that any Minifter (hall have 
V right to claim credit with the nation. So far from any 
fucJi reform having taken place during the five years, it is 
evident that your expenditure has increafed immoderately, 
and unlefs fome important reduction (hall fpeedtly take place, 
cannot fail to lead you into extreme difficulties. 

Lord Grenville replied to the noble Lord. He entered into Lord 
a full difeuflion on this fubjedt,- in foveral particulars of which G |e uviHe. 
he agreed with the noble Lord, and pointed out others where 
he conceived the noble Lord was miliaken. Having, accord¬ 
ing to his data and his principles, made out, that during 
thofe five years^more than five millions of the national 
debt had been dnWiargcd, his Lord (hip paid many compli¬ 
ments to the integrity and abilities of the laft Finance Com¬ 
mitter, and maintained that their report was more clear, more 
diftinft, and more perfpicuous, than any report he had ever 
read : and he trufted that the country would give fome credit 
to that Adminiftration that had inftituted fuch inquiries, by 
which every (uhjedfc of this kingdom might eafily underftand 
a fubje& of the greateft importance to every individual— 
namely, the real (late of the finances of the country. His 
Lordlhip apologized for the errors into which the Commit¬ 
tee of I 7 l 4 (>, in which lie fat as Cl a irman, had fallen, both 
as it was the firft Committee which had ever been appointed 
of this fort, ami as their report had been the refult, not of 
their owrf inquiry and difeuflion, but of the eftimates which 
they had received from the feveral offices. If the future ex¬ 
penditure (honld exceed the firm at which it haahecnefti- 
mated by the laft Committee, he thought flhat Parliament 
had acquired a right to confine it within limits, or at leaft 
to.demand that it ihould be defrayed cn the footing of the 
ordinary eftabliftiment, but provided for by fome other 
mean*. 

Lord RaivJon replied, and perfe£!ly coincided with Lord Lori. 
Grenville, in the compliments which his Lordfliip paid *0 Rawd^a. 

' the laft Finance Committee. He acknowledged that their 
vas as clear and diftindl as any report he had ever 

bill was then read a third time, and palled. 

* r * l rhe order of the day b-’ing read for the fecond reading of 
the hill, intitled, “ An a£l to remove doubts refpe£ing the 
“ fimdiens of juries in cafes of libcL,” 
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It was moved, “ Tfcatthe faict bill be now reed a fecond 
“ time." Which Mhg objected to, "an amendment wda 
propofed to be m£de to,the laid motion, by leaving out the 
word. “ now,” and infer ting, inftqad thereof, “ this day 
month.” 

The queftion was put, whether the word (C now** lhalf 
ftancl part of the motion ? 

It was refolved in the negative. 

Then the quellion was put, whether the words “ this day 
month’* fhall be there inserted ? 

, It was refolved in the affirmative. 


Diflentient, 

i ft. Becaufe we hold it to be an unalienable right of the 
people, that in cafes of libel, as well as in all criminal cafe*, 
the jury fhould decide upon the whole matter that may con- 
ftitute the guilt or innocence of the perfiy. accufed, and that 
in cafes of libel the jury ought not tqybe directed by the 
Judge to the defendant or defendants* guilt, merely on the 
proof of the publication by fuch defendant or defendants of 
the paper charged to be a libel, and of the fenfe afcribed to 
the faid paper in the indi&mept or information. 

adly. And becaufe we conceive that the faid right of the 
people is of the utmoft confequence to the freedom of this 
nation, and to that bulwark of its rights, the liberty of the 
prefs. 

3illy. And becaufe we conceive that the bill fent from 
the Commons is well calculated to convey a parliamentary 
declaration and enactment of the faid important right of the 
people, and becaufe we conceive every delay of ftich decla¬ 
ration and ena&inent to be in the higheft degree dangerous to 
the fafety%f the fubjerft. 

4thly. And becaufe we conceive that we cannot, with 
propriety, refute our immediate afloat to proportions which 
no perfon in the debate did deny to be ialutary, and becaufe 
we conceive that this delay tend. to give countenance to 
doubts that we apprehend to be utterly ill founded, and to 
eficourage a conteft of juiifdi&ion that can only be injurious 
fo the regular and impartial admiuiftration of juftice^h this 
kingdom. . , 

' * Stanhope. 

For the firft and fecond rcafons, 

Radnor. 

- * 

Another proteft was entered againft the faid motion, for 
the following reafons: • 













